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Westfield Historic Preservation or
Loss of Property Rights?

Home Burglarized,
Jeweler Thanked

We would like to express our gratitude
to local merchant Michael Kohn Jewel-
ers. Two weeks ago, our Westfield home
was burglarized and a number of items of
jewelry were stolen.

Although the sentiment of many of the
items can never be replaced, the staff at
Michael Kohn were incredibly helpful in
providing detailed records and appraisals
for insurance purposes, despite the fact
that some purchases dated back more
than ten years.

We would like to thank them for their
compassion and assistance during a diffi-
cult time.

The Caiola Family
Westfield

Freeholder Scanlon Refutes
Candidate Quattrocchi’s Article

Things Really Do Work
In our Government

The Westfield Memorial Pool works.
Medicare works. Social Security works.
The Postal Service works. The Armed
Forces work.

Who says that government does not
work? It is sad, and in some cases even
tragic, that some people in our country
say that government does not work.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

All too often, the public relies on the
media to keep them informed of changes
occurring within their community. You
would hope that when a senior editor
takes on the responsibility of writing an
article, he or she would have the knowl-
edge and experience to check their facts
behind the subject he or she is writing
about. In the editorial written August 9th,
this was not the case.

The facts of the Current Historic Pres-
ervation Ordinance (Appendix III of the
Land Use Ordinance – Historic Preserva-
tion; Section 9B) are that a twelve-month
“postponement period” goes into effect
after a homeowner of a designated his-
torical property is denied their applica-
tion of appropriateness to perform work
on their home. During this time, it is the
hope of all involved to come to a resolu-
tion and compromise regarding said work.

This postponement period provides a
balance that essentially protects the prop-
erty rights of the owners, as well as ad-
vancing the goals of the Historic Preser-
vation Commission. The twelve months
provide ample time for the Historic Pres-
ervation Commission and homeowner to
work together to come to an agreement
that everyone involved can live with. It
does not matter if you are a new home-
owner or if you have owned your home
for five or fifteen years; the same rules
still apply.

This postponement period (Section 9B)
in the Current Ordinance is being elimi-

nated in the draft of the New Ordinance.
Once it is gone, so are the homeowners’
property rights. The senior editor makes
it sound like removal of property rights is
a reasonable thing to do. I’m sure a lot of
property owners would disagree with you.

It is unfortunate that you did not take
the time to research the facts; if you had,
you would have known that we purchased
our home with the intent of raising our
family in it. We have owned it for over
one year and are still obligated by the
current ordinance.

Additionally, if the deeds contain any-
thing stating that a home is designated
historic, I would like to know where it is
referenced, because ours does not. Nor
does it include the 25-page document of
“Dos and Don’ts” you so graciously refer
to as though it were a “checklist” of
shopping items.

It is a shame that the public, and more
so the homeowners on the “Master Plan,”
is being misled into believing that giving
up their property rights could be a good
thing, if this new ordinance passes. When
did paying your taxes but giving up con-
trol of your property become a good thing?

Kimberly Peterson
Westfield

Editor’s Note: The proposed ordinance
has been posted for several months at
goleader.com/features for all to read and
draw their own conclusions.

There is very little that can surprise me
these days, and very little I read that can
anger me anymore. I have experienced
much in my personal and family life and,
though the times may have challenged us
greatly, at each turn my spirit has been
restored by the kindness of others. I have
refused to allow those whose sole pur-
pose in life appears to be negative to bring
me down.

Someone forwarded me an article writ-
ten by Patricia Quattrocchi today, how-
ever, and the very smallness of her words
demands a response.

I will never understand how a woman
who describes herself as a survivor of
cancer can denigrate the efforts of others
working to raise dollars and attention for
cancer research. It is beyond my scope of
understanding when I glimpse the lack of
compassion in people who can so easily
deny the suffering experienced around
the world. And I am baffled by those who
seek to trivialize the efforts of people that
don’t fit into their own narrow little worlds.

When George Devanney shared his
personal history and health challenges
with me, we discussed those moments in
each of our lives that produce deep intro-
spection and change. So when he told me

of his and Angie’s decision to go public
with their journey and devote what little
free time they have to try to make a
difference in the areas of cancer and stem
cell research, I was not surprised. When
he shared with me his desire to try to
make a difference globally and locally,
he made me very proud. George has
devoted his life to public service, and his
ability to care about the global commu-
nity is what makes him such an effective
leader. Yes, it is very important that each
of us find our own time and place to help
others, but it is equally critical that we all
understand that there is a world outside
our corridors, and it is a world in which
we are all involved.

As I said at the beginning of this letter,
nothing much surprises me anymore. But
for Mrs. Quattrocchi to pat herself on the
back for her support of causes dear to her
heart, while at the same time trivializing
the same in others is appalling. And for
her to dismiss the suffering of anyone
outside her own circle, including those in
Nepal, speaks volumes about her own
character, beliefs and commitment.

Deborah Scanlon
Union County Freeholder

Ridiculous Quotes Attributable to
Current-Day Political Leaders

Looks like those wild and crazy kids,
Gov. Jon Corzine and Labor Union Presi-
dent Ms. Carla Katz are back in the news
as their personal email exchange is the
subject of a very public law suit. The
situation has taken on a kind of “he said,
she said” flavor.

The governor had indicated that the
emails are of a “private” nature. Carla, in
a court filing, has said that they are in
regard to her concerns about public work-
ers contact negotiations, which were un-
derway at the time. The governor,
backpedaling, told the press that she
emailed him but he didn’t respond, and
both contend that the electronic commu-
nications did not have any impact on the
outcome of the contract negotiations.

Corzine’s statement, “There can be
communication without discussion,” is
right up there with “I didn’t inhale” and
could go down in the “Hey, this guy has
a way with words” annals of ridiculous
quotes attributable to current-day politi-
cal leaders.

The governor’s ethics advisers have
called Carla’s emails an “end run” around
the state’s team of negotiators, thus ad-
mitting that they did indeed occur. They
have gone on to say that the emails are not
subject to disclosure and/or are protected
by executive privilege. All of this is from
an administration that promised the vot-
ers there would be a new “transparency in
government” that would be a way to fight
corruption and unethical practices.

Governor Corzine’s reluctance to re-
lease his old mail has certainly piqued the
interest of the press, who are always look-
ing for a juicy story and the public who
are by now wondering just what those
emails contain. A Mercer County judge
has now entered the picture and ordered
all of the emails turned over for his be-
hind-closed-doors review. He will decide
what will and what won’t be made part of
the public record. Applauded by some as
a great move on the judge’s part, there are
undoubtedly those possessing a voyeuris-
tic nature who will be disappointed by the
contents of the emails released, as they
are hoping to uncover a J. Edgar Hoover
living in Drumthwacket.

The Open Public Records Act, or
OPRA, has been put to the test in this
case. Those in the know attempt to deci-

pher what constitutes a public record and
determine where is the delineation be-
tween public and private correspondence.

Surely, most of us would not be inter-
ested if Carla told Jon she just purchased
a new pair of stilettos; however, we would
have a vested financial interest in how
those stilettos impacted on the contract
talks, if in fact they did. For years, those
in government were in the position to
dictate, pick and choose what was in the
best interest of the public to know.

The OPRA has put an entirely new
complexion on the situation. Now, some
in high places are trying to come up with
inventive ways of discouraging public
inquiries into what some consider mun-
dane issues, possibly making them bigger
than they really are.

The road blocks in Union County in-
clude a special form for requesters to fill
out, specifying which documents they
want. But OPRA says requests should be
made in writing, and it does not specify
that a form be used. And an attempt was
made to levy an additional hourly fee on
top of an already inflated per page copy
charge. This was challenged within the
legal system by a local activist group,
causing the county to back down.

In the later case, the documents re-
quested were of a nature that must be
made available for viewing on demand to
any Tom, Dick or Harry who walks in off
the street. As for the form, the NJ Press
Association has been granted permission
to join in the fray to protect the interests of
the media in the timely reporting on gov-
ernment-related issues.

The ability to view public documents,
of course with the exception of those
pertaining to sensitive Homeland Secu-
rity information, is a wonderful tool to
keep government accountable for their
actions — especially when it comes to our
tax dollars.

Life would have been much easier for
the governor if only he had just turned
over the emails and said “here you go,
have your little chuckles.” But now we
are wondering just what these people
have to hide. And in the case of Union
County, why do they make it so darn
hard?

Patricia Quattrocchi
GOP Candidate for Freeholder

Clean Elections: Small Step for New
Jersey, Giant Leap for Reputation

With so much corruption associated
with New Jersey elected officials, our
state needs to change business as usual by
removing money from politics and chang-
ing our election process.

This November, when voters in the
14th, 24th and 37th legislative districts
select their representatives for the State
Senate and General Assembly, they could
have the opportunity to vote for candi-
dates that did not receive substantial cam-
paign contributions from unions, corpo-
rations, political parties or individual do-
nors. These candidates are participating
in the second Clean Elections Pilot Project.

Under this voluntary program, quali-
fied candidates who collect 400 to 800
$10 contributions from voters in their

district and agree to forgo private cam-
paign cash receive public funding grants
to run for office. The Clean Elections
program is backed by a diverse group of
concerned organizations, including the
New Jersey Chamber of Commerce,
Rutgers University’s Eagleton Institute
of Politics, Citizen Action and the League
of Women Voters, who will help to pro-
mote the program to voters in the pilot
districts.

Although we will unfortunately con-
tinue to hear the negative stories associ-
ated with Jersey politics, we should take
notice of the pilot program in the 14th,
24th and 37th legislative districts. Once
this election cycle is over, our wish is for
clean elections to come to a legislative
district near you. Please see
PlatformForProgress.org for more infor-
mation.

Peter Cocoziello
NJ Chamber of Commerce

The College Freshmen,
Getting Ready for the First Year

Several thousand young people will be leaving
Westfield, Scotch Plains and other areas of Union
County for college over the next two weeks. Many
are returning as sophomores, juniors and seniors
who have successfully made the transition. The
freshmen, however, are still wondering what’s ahead.

These freshmen have already finished their appli-
cations and taken the SATs. They’ve chosen their
colleges, filled out piles of paperwork and packed
their cars with everything they’ll need to set up their
dorm rooms. However, questions with more open-
ended answers still remain to be solved. What next?
Where to go from here? While they’re enthusiastic
towards the new lives they’re about to begin, it may
seem that they’re getting in over their heads.

Going to college is a transition unlike any other.
They’ll be living away from home for the first time,
while planning their futures and forming friendships
with people from different walks of life. They’re
probably excited, scared, anxious or a combination
of the three. They may have hopes and expectations
for the coming year, or they may be completely
uncertain.

Questions regarding academics, social life and
living away from home will come up. Even those
who think their futures are already planned out will
soon be confronted with new opportunities and be
compelled to question their choices. Those who are
not yet sure about their majors or possible careers
might start out by taking general, introductory courses
and gradually specializing as their academic lives
progress. Their workloads will be more demanding
than in high school, but hopefully they’ll remember
to balance studying with socializing and taketime to
relax.

Their interactions with those around them will be

radically different. While staying in touch with their
high school friends, they’ll be looking for ways to
meet new people. Around the dorm, during class and
in extracurricular activities are good places to start.
In addition, they will more than likely be living with
one or more roommates. Whether their roommates
have similar tastes or are completely opposite, they’ll
learn to find common ground, share a space and
negotiate differences, if not become friends. Of
course, parties and other social events will be in
abundance. Provided they don’t interfere with aca-
demic success, these are exciting ways to meet new
groups of people.

Perhaps the biggest change will be learning to live
away from home. Aside from the practical aspects of
living independently, such as doing laundry and
managing financial matters, they will be adjusting to
a new life apart from family and friends. They might
feel homesick or need to talk to someone; in this
case, a counselor provided by the school’s counsel-
ing service may be of help. An older student who has
been through the same experience might also be able
to lend a hand. Staying busy and getting involved can
help them take their minds off of homesickness, and
before they know it, the campus will become a
second home.

Soon enough, their parents will be sending them
off with a hug and a kiss, and maybe a tear. Parents
might feel a pang of sadness, as well as excitement
about the new discoveries and challenges their fresh-
men are about to face. Their concern and frustration
with paying the tuition bill is mixed with anticipation
about sending their young adults out into the world.

The first year of college may seem overwhelming.
Then matters settle in as they realize many others
have done it and loved it.

Westfield Property Owners Should not Have their Rights
Ruined by Either Cabal or by Preservation Ordinance As School Taxes Rise,

There’s Less Reason for
Some to Stay and Pay
At the Scotch Plains Township Coun-

cil meeting at which the township’s 2007
budget was enacted, Councilwoman
Coronato correctly pointed out that hard
times were ahead in the real estate and
mortgage markets. Her conclusion that
this indicated a need to raise taxes to
offset any failure of hard-pressed taxpay-
ers to meet their obligations was the wrong
conclusion to draw.

Thirty percent of our taxpayers are
over 55, and likely a large majority of
them do not have children in our school
system. They are paying their share of
Scotch Plains’s contribution to the tax for
the Scotch Plains Fanwood school sys-
tem. This is the portion of our population
that can most easily move to other areas
with lower taxes because the quality of
the area’s school system is not their pri-
mary concern in their choice of housing.

As the population of Scotch Plains
taxpayers without children in the school
system decreases, the percentage of the
school system’s taxes paid by those not
adding to the cost of the school system
decreases, thus raising everyone else’s
taxes in the process.

Add to this the reckless orgy of discre-
tionary spending accelerated this year by
the present municipal administration, and
the likelihood of driving the over 55 popu-
lation out of town increases.

It is time to at least slow down discre-
tionary municipal spending and stabilize
or lower municipal property taxes and not
follow the present path to double-digit tax
increases. Yes, we are headed for increas-
ing problems with regard to real estate
prices and liquidity.

The spending and tax policies of the
present municipal administration are lead-
ing Scotch Plains to an unnecessarily
severe crisis. As seen above, the taxes that
can be increased by excessive municipal
spending is not just the municipal portion
of our tax bill but the school portion as
well.

Dick Samuel
Chair, Scotch Plains Democratic Com.

Regarding the letter in the August 9th
edition of The Westfield Leader wherein
Mr. Hudelson raises the issue of “unre-
stricted building” in Westfield, I point out
that anyone who thinks that building in
this town is “unrestricted” apparently has
never applied for a building permit.

There are myriad zoning ordinances
that constrain building in Westfield. Yet
despite all of the existing zoning ordi-
nances, the proposed “Little Gatehouse”
subdivision doesn’t violate one of them.
That was the point of my letter supporting
private property rights. When I purchase
property, I want to be secure in the as-
sumption that so long as what I want to do
is legal, I do not have to run my plans by
a cabal of my neighbors. And if this is a
right worth safeguarding (and I believe it
is), then the converse must also be true.
My neighbors should be free to legally
dispose of their property without interfer-
ence from me.

This letter should not be read to suggest
that I am unconcerned about property
values and the aesthetics of a neighbor-
hood. But let’s not forget that every present
building in Westfield (and indeed the
world), replaced something else — be it a
pre-existing structure, a lovely tree or an
open space. It would be arrogant for me or
anyone else to suggest that a neighbor-
hood, as presently configured, is the ideal
one and no further changes can be made.

What if that attitude prevailed the year
before your house was built? As someone

who has lived in Westfield for three de-
cades and has seen changes too numerous
to count, I have found that apocalyptic
predictions of plummeting property val-
ues and the ruination of neighborhoods
simply have never come to pass. (Anyone
remember the Shop-Rite fiasco? Talk
about a Pyrrhic victory — Garwood got
the ratable while Westfielders shop
there!).

And even though I recognize that for
the most part zoning ordinances don’t
control the design of new construction,
thus allowing for the possibility that a
house will be built that I find aesthetically
displeasing, I feel this is a small price to
pay for living in a democracy. I would
rather live next door to a house not totally
“in character” with the neighborhood than
have the government tell me what my
house has to look like.

All of which leads me to comment on
the proposed amendment to the Historic
Designation and Preservation Ordinance.
The proposed amendment deletes the lan-
guage in the current ordinance that for-
bids the town from designating your prop-
erty as historic if you object. Accord-
ingly, if the amendment passes, your house
could be designated an historic property
without your consent, leaving your deed
encumbered and requiring you to obtain a
certificate of appropriateness for some-
thing as minor as a paint job. To de-list
your property is a complicated task that
would probably cost dearly both in time

and legal fees.
That is why it is important to defeat the

proposed amendment before it is passed.
I’m sure there are many Westfielders who
would treasure having their properties
preserved under the ordinance, but please
don’t foist this upon those of us who
would object.

The proposed amendment can be found
at www.westfieldnj.gov and I urge every
property owner to log on and read it. This
amendment is the true threat to property
values in Westfield. If you find it as
unwarranted an intrusion into the enjoy-
ment of your private property as I do,
please e-mail
mayorandcouncil@westfieldnj.gov and
let your opinion be heard.

Susan Moryan
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Naiad – A water nymph or woman

swimmer
2. Tinea – Ringworm; a skin disease

caused by a fungus
3. Ichthyolite – The impression of a

fish in a rock
4. Philiater – An amateur medical stu-

dent

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

OLLAMH
1. Any assortment; a stew
2. A regional congress of soviets
3. A teacher or sage of ancient Ireland
4. An ancient flask or jug of leather

BRACCATE
1. Having feathers which conceal the

feet and legs
2. Interlaced or linked
3. Brittle
4. Salty; saline

TORVITY
1. Sternness; grimness
2. Second-class, such as with racing

boats
3. A twisting
4. Act of torturing

KNELL
1. A fine white clay used in making

porcelain
2. A vase or pitcher with three handles
3. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
4. A mournful sound; usually of a bell

toll

Property Tax Credit
Changes to Know

Changes have been made to the Home-
stead Property Tax Credit Program. Un-
der the new plan, some New Jersey resi-
dents (those families earning less than
$100,000) will receive a 20 percent re-
duction. Many others will only realize a
10 or 15 percent cut while those earning
more than $250,000 will not receive a
reduction.

Originally proposed as a long-term so-
lution, the State Treasurer has testified
that it is unlikely that this new program
will be sustainable beyond this year. It is
anticipated that these rebate checks will,
as in the past, be sent out just prior to the
statutory deadline of October 31.

Applications were mailed to property
taxpayers in July and due to filed by
October 31st. If you have not yet received
an application or need help completing
the forms, please contact our Westfield
office at (908) 232-3673 or our Summit
office at (908) 918-0414.

Senator Tom Kean
Asm. Eric Munoz

Asm. Jon Bramnick

Erratum
Myrna Gordon’s name was misspelled

last week in her letter to the editor.


