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The Center for Orthopedic

Surgery and Sports Medicine

located at

Drs. Thrower and Bullek would like to take this

opportunity to welcome Dr. David M. Deramo

in joining their practice as of August 6, 2007.

Dr. Deramo specializes in complex surgery of

the shoulder and knee including arthoscopy

and knee replacement surgery.

We pride ourselves in providing

specialty orthopedic care.

202 Elmer St. Westfield, NJ
(908) 232-7797

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Town Websites Offer Insight,
Ideas, Some Confusion

By GEORGIA MIERSWA
and ALLISON GIBBONS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Town and borough
websites are renowned for being ei-
ther fountains  of information or one-
way streets to confusion. So how do
the local websites stack up?

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times exam-
ined the official websites of local
municipalities to assess the accessi-
bility and usefulness of their features.

In general, local town websites are
informational and helpful. Occasion-
ally, it took time to understand how to
navigate the pages, and the absence
of search bars on some of the sites
proved problematic.

Below are the individual domain
names, along with our reviews.

*    *    *    *
Scotch Plains:

scotchplainsnj.com
The Scotch Plains website is mini-

mal in its appearance, but different
departments are very easy to access
with a “quick links” box on the left
side of the homepage. The site in-
cludes three small pictures on the
homepage, so it would be nice to see
some expansion in terms of image
spreads.

The page includes a link to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
website, but it is difficult to find un-
less you use the search function and
scroll down an extensive list. The site
includes a complete history of Scotch
Plains, along with all the expected
information; additionally, it contains
a link to cancellations for town meet-
ings, a useful feature for journalists
and meeting attendees alike.

The list of contacts is under the
heading of directories, which could
become confusing for those new to
the site.

Mountainside:
mountainsidenj.com

The site is easily accessible and
appears to have a friendlier vibe than
other town pages. A note from Mayor
Robert Vigilante is displayed at the
bottom of the homepage, and a pic-
ture advertises a link to photographs
of Mountainside taken by actual resi-
dents.

At the very bottom of the homepage
is a helpful list of office hours for the
offices at Borough Hall. A complete
list of departments and services is
conveniently located to the left, but
unfortunately there is no information
about the locations, updates or min-
utes of town meetings.

The site is well organized and aes-
thetically pleasing, which helps visi-
tors to forget that there are some
holes in what the town chooses to
cover. However, the quirky choice of
featured topics, including links to
places of interest, senior citizen at-
tractions and commuter information,
makes it a page that residents will
have no problem using again and
again.

Garwood:
garwoodnj.com, garwood.org
Garwood’s site is far from flashy,

giving just the basic layout of an
informative website.

Visitors may have trouble finding
the actual site, however; there are two
that feature the town: garwood.org
and garwoodnj.com. The former is the
“official site” and is vastly superior in
both appearance and subject matter. It
does not have a search bar, but every-
thing is so well organized (and even
color coordinated) that it does not seem
to be necessary. Where most websites
simply use bullets or boxes to display
upcoming events, Garwood’s site of-
fers a fully laid-out calendar in a file
that can be downloaded.

Clearly, this site has undergone se-
rious changes since its inception, if it
started as garwoodnj.com. With links
to all things Garwood at the left (in-
cluding schools, which appear to be
missing from other sites), as well as a
list of newsletters dating back to 2005,
the site is a mass of easy access to
information about the town.

Fanwood:
fanwoodnj.com

visitfanwood.com/borough
Fanwood does have a twin site with

a variety of interesting links from the
homepage.

These include hotline numbers and
contact information for the various
houses of worship and hospitals in
the area, along with community orga-
nizations and the local YMCA.

Fortunately, the site is useful in other
areas as well. It does contain contact
information, although it is listed under
the “phone nos.” link on the homepage.
The site also has information about the
fire and police departments and a link
to the school system’s page.

The official website has more in-
formation available about the gov-
ernment, including contact informa-
tion as well as a calendar of events.

Westfield:
westfieldnj.com,
westfieldnj.gov

Westfield is another town with two
domain names. Westfieldnj.gov is the
town’s new, official site and is far more
useful than its confusing alter ego. The
biggest problem with the two sites is
that in a Google search, the .com site is
listed before the official site, so be sure
to choose carefully.

The Westfield site is probably the
best of all the town websites. Not
only does it have a search bar, it also
has an easy-to-access contact infor-
mation link at the top of the homepage.

The site has a site map, a very
handy tool, along with a complete
listing of departments with separate
pages for most. It was one of the few
sites on which one could easily ac-
cess meeting minutes and agendas
from the homepage.

There is a link to the school system’s
website on the homepage.

Westfieldnj.gov was the only
website with an FAQ page.

Hearings Requested in
High Crime Areas

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), the ranking Republi-
can on Assembly Law and Public
Safety Committee, has asked com-
mittee chairman Gordon Johnson to
convene a committee on the recent
murders in Newark.

Mr. Bramnick said he wants to
take Trenton’s Law and Public
Safety Committee to Newark to al-
low local citizens to have a voice in
Trenton.

The assemblyman forwarded a let-
ter to Mr. Johnson requesting that the
committee hold the next public safety
hearing in Newark.

“People are not always available to
come to Trenton, so we should go to
them,” said Mr. Bramnick.

Cuomo Investigates
Rutgers Athletic Dept.

According to The Record, Rutgers
University is being probed about
whether its athletic department took
kickbacks for promoting a student-
loan company on its website.

The school confirmed that the com-
pany, University Financial Services,
paid Rutgers $15,000 to advertise on
its site and would, based on the con-
tract, pay Rutgers $75 for every loan
in excess of $200 made to Rutgers
students and graduates.

The company said in a statement
that it is cooperating with New York
State Attorney General Andrew
Cuomo, whose office is reviewing
similar deals made with at least 40
universities in the United States.

House Passes Bill to
Increase Troops’ Time Off

Two weeks ago, the House of Rep-
resentatives voted 229-194 to pass
the “Ensuring Military Readiness
Through Stability and Predictability
Deployment Policy Act,” giving
troops the same amount of time off as
they spend on the battlefield. The act
gives the President the discretion to
waive the rules if national security is
threatened.

All New Jersey representatives
voted along party lines, with the seven
Democrats voting “yes” and the six
Republicans “no.”

Angie Lundberg, press secretary
for Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New
Providence), told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “Congressman
Ferguson believes military decisions
need to be made by generals.”

Kean May Have
Advantage over Lance

According to politicsnj.com, Sena-
tor Leonard Lance of Hunterdon
County, up for third term re-election
as senate minority leader, at best
would receive six votes. His likely
challenger, Senate Minority Whip
Tom Kean Jr. of Westfield, is said to
have at least 11 votes in the GOP
caucus if all incumbents are re-
elected.

Four Republican seats are up for
grabs, which could increase Repub-
lican standing to 20 or slump it to
14.

Assoc. of Realtors Lobby
Against Local Level Tax

The New Jersey Association of
Realtors has initiated a lobbying
effort to kill legislation that would
enable municipalities impose a
separate local tax on reality trans-
fers, according to The Star-Ledger.
Governor Jon Corzine has said he
thinks municipalities should be
given more tax-raising options. The
New Jersey State League of Mu-
nicipalities supports such an ex-
pansion.

Five bills in the legislature would
allow municipalities to charge 50
cents per $500 of a home’s sales price
or $357 on the average home in the
state, valued at $356,700. That pay-
ment would be in addition to the
$2,799 reality-transfer tax already
imposed by the state, according to
The Ledger.

House Passes Insurance
Program for Kids

The House of Representatives and
the Senate last week passed a bill
that will reinstate and expand the
existing State Children’s Health In-
surance Program (SCHIP). The bill
was co-authored by New Jersey’s
Frank Pallone (D-Monmouth), who
heads a health subcommittee of the
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.

Nine of New Jersey’s 13 repre-
sentatives voted in favor of the bill,
including Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-
7th) and all of New Jersey’s Demo-
cratic Representatives. Senators
Bob Menendez and Frank
Lautenberg voted in favor as well.
The bill expands the existing pro-
gram that covers six million chil-
dren of families with low and middle
incomes who did not previously
qualify for Medicaid benefits na-
tionwide.

County Concerned About
Firm Seeking Deed Database

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
expects to vote next Thursday to ex-
tend an inter-local contract with  Eliza-
beth for the county’s health officer.

The board was poised to vote on a
three-month agreement but, following
a 90-minute executive session on Au-
gust 9, opted to go month-to-month on
the agreement through October 31.

The board approved the agreement
with Elizabeth in February following
the resignation of county health of-
ficer Denise Santiago. The position is
part of the office of Local Informa-
tion Network & Communications
System (LINCS), within the Depart-
ment of Public Safety, and is located
at 300 North Avenue in Westfield.

Under the initial agreement, the
county paid Elizabeth $1,000 per
month for the service. Elizabeth’s
health officer, John Surmay, is pro-
viding the service for the county.

“But we are still working to find
someone to do this full time,” said
county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

In other business, County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi told the board that a
private company, Data Trace, a sub-
sidiary of American Title Insurance
Co. out of California, has requested a
copy of the county’s database for
deeds and mortgages through a OPRA
(Open Publiic Records Act).

Freeholder Angel Estrada ques-
tioned whether the documents had to
be certified and, if so, whether a third
party would be able to obtain the
information.

“They (American Title Insurance)
could certainly sell it to a third party,
and that is certainly a concern,” said
Ms. Rajoppi when questioned by free-

holders.
The county clerk said the request is

different from one by National Deed
Service, which she said purchased
county deeds and then offered them
for sale at 300 percent over the cost
the county charges for the documents.

The freeholders are set to award
the $8,000 contract to Virginia-based
AmCad LLC to transfer the records
dating back to 1991 onto a DVD, the
cost of which Data Trace will reim-
burse to the county. Ms. Rajoppi said
Data Trace has received records from
2002 to the present.

County Counsel Robert Barry said
the information is “a public docu-
ment, so they are entitled to it.”

Ms. Rajoppi also put forward reso-
lutions to approve contracts for print-
ing ballots for the November general
election. The contracts, totaling a
$250,000, include Royal Printing Ser-
vices of West New York in Hudson
County, which will print election bal-
lots at a cost of $200,000.

Contracts will also be awarded to
B&B Press, Inc. of Kenilworth to
print absentee ballots at a cost of
$30,000. Full Mailers, Inc. of Garfield
is set to receive a $20,000 contract to
mail sample ballots to Union County
voters.

Ms. Rajoppi said the ballots would
include those on election machines, as
well as military and overseas ballots.

The board will vote at its mext
meeting to introduce the county’s
2007 capital budget of $29.2 million
and to accept state grants totaling
$1.1 million to fund programs rang-
ing from the Union/Essex County
Auto Theft Task Force to a Route 27
corridor safety study. Three of the
eight grants require matching funds
totaling $116,789.

WF United Way to Launch
Fundraising Campaign

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
United Way board of trustees has
announced that it will officially
launch its 2007-2008 fundraising
campaign with a reception at the
home of Mike and Jackie Cash on
September 8. The goal of this year’s
campaign is $715,000 and will sup-
port the efforts of 19 local agencies,
ranging from Mobile Meals to
Westfield Day Care, Jewish Family
Service and the Westfield Commu-
nity Center.

Active Westfield residents Cyrene
and David Foltz will return as volun-
teer campaign co-chairs and say they
have everything in place for another
successful year.

“When we kicked off last year’s
campaign, we were confident we
would reach our goal for three impor-
tant reasons:  the genuine community
needs, a generous, caring, committed
Westfield population and an outstand-
ing group of volunteers,” said Mrs.
Foltz. “Our confidence remains high
for the 2007-2008 campaign, and we
look forward to the continuing gener-
osity of Westfielders in supporting
our 19 member agencies and the ser-
vices they provide.”

“Great campaigns require the ef-
forts of many,” Mr. Foltz added.
“We’re thrilled that this year’s cam-
paign leaders are John Ripperger,
Charles Weidman, Wendy Cozzi,
Colleen Echausse, Tom Cusimano,
Dr. Robert Panza, Dr. Seymour

Koslowsky, John Schmidt and Clint
Factor, all of whom were active in last
year’s campaign.”

Additional agencies that depend
on the Westfield United Way for sup-
port include the American Red Cross,

ARC of Union County, Boy Scouts,
Central Jersey Legal Services, Cere-
bral Palsy League, Community Ac-
cess Unlimited, CONTACT We Care,
Girl Scouts, Jewish Community Cen-
ter, Mental Health Association, Pre-
vention Links, UCPC Behavioral
Healthcare, Visiting Nurse & Health
Service, the Westfield Area “Y” and
Youth & Family Counseling.

For additional information, to do-
nate online or to learn how to volun-
teer for the Westfield United Way,
visit westfieldunitedway.org.

When it absolutely
must get there!

goleader.com/express

Mike and Jackie Cash

Welcome to the official web site of Garwood, New Jersey!

As we move into the next 100 years
of Garwood's existence, we are
working hard to launch Garwood to
the forefront of technological ability
and access. Our goal is to provide
you with a website that is constantly
updated with the latest information

about our borough and is

user-friendly to all.

On the left side of your screen, you'll

find links to Garwood's departments,

operations, and services, as well as

any current news within Garwood.

Below, you'll find links to external

sites related to Garwood, including

government links and a guestbook to

post any comments regarding the

site.

Municipal Calendar
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Welcome to the Town of Westfield, New Jersey Web Site

Welcome to the official web site of Town of Westfield 
in Union County, New Jersey. We are continually 
expanding the content to create a central Westfield 
resource center for our residents and visitors. Check
back often for the latest updates.

Latest Site Updates

Police Annual Report

2006 Westfield Police

Annual Report

Traffic and Pedestrian Safety
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