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POLICE BLOTTER

Regular Attendees at SP
Meetings to Move to Kansas

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Over the
past eight years, it’s a good bet that
Bruce and Gloria Yakre may have had
the best attendance record at town-
ship council’s weekly meetings —
and that includes the council mem-
bers themselves.

Since early 2000, the Yakres have
been fixtures at the Tuesday evening
sessions during the open microphone
time. Mr. Yakre can be heard offering
his views on local matters, recount-
ing tales of growing up in Brooklyn
or even simply wishing his wife a
happy birthday.

“We called it our off-off-Broad-
way show,” Mrs. Yakre told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this week. But
next month, the curtain will fall when
the couple leaves Scotch Plains for
Kansas, where their son’s family and
their grandchildren live.

At last month’s council meeting,
Mayor Martin Marks said the Yakres
had “put their heart and soul into this
community in many ways” and
thanked them “for everything they’ve
done.”

Mrs. Yakre has served on the
Scotch Plains Library’s board of
trustees for five years, and both Mr.
and Mrs. Yakre have served on the
Memorial Day Parade and Mayor’s
Gala committees. In 2001, Mr. Yakre
made an unsuccessful bid for the
Republican nomination for township
council.

He recalled that Irene Schmidt, then
GOP chairperson, had asked him,
“Why don’t you screen [as a candi-
date before the GOP committee mem-
bers who would be choosing a candi-
date]?” So he went to Home Depot
and bought a screen. At his screening,
“I unrolled it and on the screen, it
read, ‘Vote for Bruce.’”

Mr. Yakre said his remarks at the
council meetings — “some of
which,” Mayor Marks teased last
month, “had absolutely nothing to
do with what we were talking about”
— were never prepared in advance.
He described his presentations, some
of which involved small props, as
“spontaneous stream of conscious-
ness.”

Mayor Marks called the couple
“this township’s biggest cheerlead-
ers.” Mrs. Yakre said living in Scotch
Plains for eight years was “an incred-
ible experience,” especially given that
she and her husband had moved here
in late 1999 from a much larger town
in Florida. “We never had the small
town experience. But this town wel-
comed us.”

She said her “biggest joy” was the
library and the improvements that
have been made in recent years under
library director Meg Kolaya. “It’s a
wonderful, professional, forward-
looking facility.”

Her husband called Scotch Plains
“a very livable town” where “the
people are friendly.”

As for taking their off-off-Broad-
way show on the road, Mr. Yakre told
The Times he wasn’t sure whether
he’d be a regular attendee at council
meetings out in the heartland, where
he and his wife will live in a suburb of
Kansas City. Besides, the mayor had
joshed last month that he wasn’t sure
if Mr. Yakre’s “Brooklyn stories will
go over as well” at meetings in the
Midwest.

murders were a “terrible tragedy” not
just for Newark but also for the nation.
“It really reached a chord in every
human being to see the senseless, awful
deaths of these young people,” he said.

“What this really seems to highlight
is a real breakdown in our justice sys-
tem and a breakdown in our immigra-
tion system,” Mr. Ferguson said.

The main suspect who has been
arrested is an illegal immigrant who
had a criminal record, including two
prior arrests, and was released on
bail.

“Many are asking ‘why wasn’t he
deported?’” the Congressman asked.

“We are going to have to do a better
job of making sure that the prosecutors,
law enforcement – both local and state
– are working more closely and cooper-
ating more closely with immigration
officials to make sure these type of
tragedies don’t happen again,” he said.

On gang violence, he said federal,
state and local authorities will need
“to try and figure out a new and better
way to overcome the challenges that
we are facing in our communities as
they relate to gang violence.”

Mr. Ferguson also touched on the
battle that occurred in Washington
earlier this month on a procedural
vote when GOP members attempted
to pass an amendment on an agricul-
tural bill to prevent some programs,
such as food stamps, from being avail-
able to illegal immigrants.

“We had actually won the vote on
the floor of the House, and when the
Democratic leadership of the House
realized we had won the vote, they
cancelled the vote and decided to
revote it.

“I’ve been in Congress six years and
I’ve never seen that happen. There are
other members who have been there
30 years who have never seen that sort
of thing happen,” Mr. Ferguson said.
“People just felt the Democratic lead-
ership wasn’t playing fairly by the
rules. They were breaking the rules to
try and give welfare benefits to illegal
immigrants.”

He said a special investigative com-
mittee has been formed to investigate
how the vote was cancelled.

On the subject of the earlier Presi-
dential primaries next year, Mr.
Ferguson said: “Ultimately, the elec-
tions will be decided on where the
candidates stand on the issues” such
as taxes and homeland security al-
though they would lengthen the Presi-
dential campaign.

In terms of this year’s elections, he
said voters must decide, “Do we want
higher tolls, do we want higher taxes
and more spending or do we want

more fiscally responsible office hold-
ers in Trenton?”

In terms of the potential sale of New
Jersey’s toll highways, Mr. Ferguson
said Governor Jon Corzine wants to
sell the roadways “to try and finance
the debt that our state has run up.”

“The reason we have debt is because
there is too much wasteful spending in
New Jersey. Our budget is growing by
leaps and bounds,” he said. Mr. Ferguson
said selling the toll roads would mean
“higher tolls and higher prices for mo-
torists and drivers in New Jersey.”

He said if Republicans running for
the legislature can offer an alternative
to this plan, “they will have a very
good chance” at picking up seats in
the legislature.

On the possible loss of a Congres-
sional seat due to a declining New
Jersey population, Mr. Ferguson said,
“It is too early to say at this point how
it would effect our electoral map.”

“Our state is not affordable any
longer. That’s why people are actu-
ally leaving. Taxes are too high. The
economy is not as strong as perhaps it
could be,” he said.

He said Homeland Security grants
and increased special-education fund-
ing are among actions Congress can
take to help alleviate the property-tax
burden.

As for his own legislation, Mr.
Ferguson said he hopes his bill to
fund the 40-percent federal funding
mandate for special education in-
cluded in IDEA, or Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act, will be
attached to the reauthorization of the
No Child Left Behind Act, thus in-
creasing its chances of becoming law.
IDEA was signed into law 30 years
ago but has never been fully funded.

Mr. Ferguson said he is also work-
ing on solar-energy legislation, as
well as an amendment to the Home-
land Security bill to add $50 million
in grants for law enforcement agen-
cies to create buffer zones around
chemical plants and other areas of
“critical infrastructure.” The House
passed Mr. Ferguson’s buffer secu-
rity bill.

Mr. Ferguson said on the issue of
subprime mortgages that Congress
has been eying legislation dealing
with such areas as predatory lending
and defaults on loans.

“Our main concern is keeping the
loan industry healthy so that the capital
is still there and available for those who
qualify for receiving loans,” he said.

For the entire Times interview with
Mr. Ferguson, visit goleader.com/ser-
vices/video.
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Congressman Ferguson

considered areas such as Lamberts
Mill Road, the Department of Public
Works site, the former Terry Lou Zoo
property on Raritan Road, the Ponde-
rosa site on Cooper Road, which is
being developed for soccer fields by
the county, and Brookside Park on
Hetfield Avenue.

Officials said all areas were deemed
inadequate for the center for reasons
such as space and convenience.

“[Scotch Hills] is the site that the
seniors are unanimously comfortable
with because it’s convenient for many
seniors in the area,” Mr. Poerio said.
“The Shippen Foundation is also be-
hind us and will work with us to
restore the home.”

Original plans for the center included
a basketball court, which will no longer
be included due to a lack of space. The
commission also recommended that
the township council consider asking
the original architect who was used to
draw up plans for the other sites to
submit a bid on the latest proposal.

“I am sensitive to starting this pro-

Jenna Nierstedt for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
QUIET ON SET!... A teenage actress gets into position for the next take, left, last Thursday during a filming at 658 Boulevard for
a Verizon commercial, set to air in a month, that features a family who discover that their dog has eaten the mother’s cell phone.
Members of the New York City-based production company responsible for the project, Believe Media, right, were on location from
7 a.m. to 6 p.m., shooting both inside and outside the house. In addition to this commercial, they were filming for a different
commercial that involves a family using a GPS system on vacation on Monday at The Treasure Cove on South Avenue.

allow the police department to utilize
the most advanced technology that is
typically beyond our financial reach,”
he said.

In other business, Mayor Marks
announced the Scotch Hills Country
Club as a possible location for the
town’s proposed senior /community
center. (See related story on page 1).

“The clubhouse is an old building.
It is not in the best condition,” he said.

At a meeting of the senior advisory
committee, the mayor said he would
like the township to raise and rebuild
the clubhouse. Members of the com-
mittee were present at the council
meeting to voice their support of the
proposal.

Mayor Marks said it was important
to recognize the historical signifi-
cance of the Scotch Hills clubhouse.
He said that the country club was
previously called Shady Rest, a club
for African Americans. John Shippen,
the club’s golf professional, was the
first African-American golf pro in the
country, said Therman Simmons,
chairman of the John Shippen Me-
morial Golf Foundation.

The mayor said the proposed cen-
ter, to be named the John Shippen
Center, would “serve as a memorial
and educational facility.”

The council also paid tribute to
some community members who are
moving out of town. They recognized
Vivian Marek for 28 years of service
with the township’s library. She will
retire to Maryland.

“My career at the library taught me
about friendship, loyalty, democracy,
teamwork. I learned about this com-
munity and how it works – the way a
small town should work – with com-
munication and give-and-take of in-

formation. Don’t ever change,” Ms.
Marek said.

The council also recognized Bruce
and Gloria Yakre for their volunteer
services in town government.

“If this council was the Cheers bar,
Bruce and Gloria would be Norm and
Cliff, respectively. That is how present
they have been at meetings. They
have been integral members of the
community,” Mayor Marks said.

The Yakres, who plan to move to
Kansas, thanked the council and resi-
dents.

“This is a bittersweet moment. It is
a little tearful. We loved serving the
township. People can be heard, they
are listened to. It is a true American
democracy,” Mr. Yakre said. See re-
lated story above.

Publisher’s Note
The Office of Newark Mayor Cory

Booker has announced that donations
to the families of the three students
murdered on August 4 should be ad-
dressed to the Newark Community
Foundation, P.O. Box 338, Morristown,
NJ 07963, earmarked specifically for
the Ivy Hill Families in the memo.

For more information, call the
mayor’s office at (973) 733-5888.

Anyone with information about the
murders can call 1-877-NWK-TIPS.

Kowalski Notes
Phil Rizzuto’s Passing
AREA — Hall of Fame Yankees

shortstop and former broadcaster Phil
Rizzuto died Tuesday. He was 89.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski said of
his passing, “The County of Union is
deeply saddened by the passing of Phil
Rizzuto. Phil Rizzuto lived in Hillside
for more than 50 years and took great
pride in residing in Union County. He
was the inspiration for the park we
named in his honor five years ago.”
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SP Recreation Commission
cess all over again when we have
already been working with an archi-
tect,” Mr. Zazzalli said.

Mr. Poerio said plans for the reno-
vation of the building would not ex-
tend into the golf course, and spaces
for parties would also be available as
they are now.

In other business, Scotch Plains
resident Mark Cohen asked the recre-
ation commission to allow him to
create a family bike tour in Scotch
Plains. The bike tour would take place
in the fall or spring.

Mr. Cohen said the event would be
an eight- to 12-mile ride through town
from 8 to 11:30 a.m. He said local bike
stores such as The Bike Stand and
Sideline Sports would be willing to
participate and might sponsor the event.

“This would be a great event for
families,” he said.

Caraline Koellhoffer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIGHTING FOR FEDERAL FUNDS...Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-7) ad-
dresses the Scotch Plains council on Tuesday night regarding a bill that would
provide federal funding to the township’s police department for communications
upgrades.
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Fanwood Council
grant is going to be used mostly for
cosmetic changes, including white-
washing the walls and polishing the
floors.

“Unfortunately, in this day and
age, $50,000 does not go very far,”
she said, adding that they continue
to search for money to complete the
second phase of structural work.

The Scotch Plains and Fanwood
libraries are still looking into merg-
ing, Ms. Mitchell said, and are cur-
rently conducting a feasibility study.
The council passed three resolu-
tions later in the meeting to allow
for the study.

Ms. Dolce reported on road
projects in town, noting that con-
struction on Watson and Russell
Roads and Pleasant and Martine
Avenues is now complete. Construc-
tion is ongoing at Marian Avenue
and McDermott Place.

The high school still hopes to
have its parking lot finished before
the school year starts, Ms. Dolce
said.

She also said that Fanny Wood
Day, the weekend of September 30,
would have a number of activities,
including birdhouse building for
children, as well as an “everything
on wheels” parade in addition to ice
cream and pie-eating contests.

In Councilman David Valian’s re-
port on the recreation department,
he said that the June 26 “Party in the
Park” was a “huge success,” with
more than 400 people attending.

In her discussion of health and
safety, Ms. Wheeler urged Fanwood

residents with small children to go
to the Mattel website because more
toys have been found to contain
lead paint.

She also asked all senior citizens
and residents with special needs to
fill out the survey the council sent
out early this month, due back Au-
gust 24. The survey will help in
developing programs as well as
evaluate the medical, physical and
evacuation needs of those resi-

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANYONE FOR BICYCLING?…Scotch Plains resident Mark Cohen asks the
recreation commission at Monday’s meeting to create a family bike tour for
Scotch Plains residents.

Westfield
Tuesday, August 7, a resident of the

700 block of Tamaques Way reported
that her motor vehicle was damaged
with scratches in the paint while it was
parked in the roadway in front of her
residence.

Tuesday, August 7, a resident of the
500 block of Lawrence Avenue reported
that a metal table and several flower-
pots had been thrown into the swim-
ming pool in the rear yard of her resi-
dence.

Tuesday, August 7, a resident of the
700 block of Tamaques Way reported
that her daughter’s motor vehicle had
been defaced with scratches in the paint
while it was parked in the roadway in

front of her home.
Tuesday, August 7, a resident of the

30 block of Tamaques Way reported
that her husband’s motor vehicle was
damaged with scratches in the paint
while it was parked in the roadway
adjacent to the couple’s home.

Tuesday, August 7, a resident of the
400 block of Wychwood Road reported
the apparent theft of several pieces of
jewelry, valued in excess of $10,000,
from her home. The missing items in-
cluded a sapphire ring, a diamond brace-
let, a topaz ring and a diamond watch.

Wednesday, August 8, a resident of
the 700 block of Tamaques Way re-
ported that his motor vehicle was dam-
aged while it was parked in front of his
residence during the evening hours of
August 6. The damage consisted of deep
scratches to the vehicle’s paint and body.

Wednesday, August 8, Joseph
Wisniewski, 21, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 800 block of North Avenue,
West on a traffic warrant with $250 bail
and a criminal warrant with $750 bail,
both from Plainsboro. He was released
after posting bail on the warrants.

Thursday, August 9, a Forest Avenue
resident reported that the left side pas-
senger window of his motor vehicle
was smashed while the vehicle was
parked in front of his residence.

Thursday, August 9, a Summit Av-
enue resident reported his bicycle was
stolen from outside of his residence.

Friday, August 10, Tony Alcantara,
22, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was arrested on
an outstanding Roselle traffic warrant
with bail of $250 following a motor
vehicle stop on the 500 block of
Westfield Avenue. He was released on
his own recognizance per the Roselle
Police Department pending a court date
to be set.

Friday, August 10, Isabella Brereton,
18, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was arrested on
an outstanding Roselle Park traffic war-
rant with bail of $750 following an
investigation on the 500 block of
Westfield Avenue. She was released on
her own recognizance per the Roselle
Park Police Department pending an
August 16 court date.

Friday, August 10, Jeremy Fisher, 22,
of Grand Junction, Colo., was arrested
on the 1400 block of Central Avenue on
an outstanding criminal warrant out of
Evesham Township. He was held pend-
ing the posting of $250 bail.

Friday, August 10, John G. Nelson,
43, of Grand Junction, Colo., was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquarters
on an outstanding criminal warrant from
Eatontown with bail of $2,518. Nelson
was released after posting bail.

Friday, August 10, Jose L. Roman, Jr.,
36, of Perth Amboy was arrested for
allegedly hindering apprehension follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Park Street and
Carleton Road. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons pend-
ing an August 23 court date.

Friday, August 10, Krste Donovski,
43, of Scotch Plains was arrested for
allegedly driving while intoxicated fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at
Brightwood Avenue and Clark Street.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance to a responsible individual pend-
ing an August 15 court date.

Saturday, August 11, Prince Addo,
31, of The Bronx, N.Y., was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at the
plaza at North Avenue and East Broad
Street on an outstanding Mount Laurel
traffic warrant. He was released after
posting $250 bail.

Saturday, August 11, a Ross Place
resident reported that someone keyed
the rear compartment door of his motor
vehicle while it was parked at the rear
of the victim’s home.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 7, a resident of Aca-

cia Road reported that someone had
been making harassing telephone calls
to her over the last several weeks at all
hours of the day and night.

Wednesday, August 8, a resident of
Spruce Mill Road reported that some-
one removed a GPS from his vehicle.

Wednesday, August 8, Jennifer
Mingle, 24, of Manville was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.

Sunday, August 12, Charles Andrews,
50, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop for suspicious activity. Ac-
cording to police, Andrews was trans-
ported to the Union County jail after he
was unable to make bail.

Sunday, August 12, Willie Ausborne,
39, of Irvington was arrested for al-
leged DWI after being stopped for a
moving violation. According to police,
he was processed and released with a
summons.

Sunday, August 12, the owner of an
Evergreen Avenue building reported that
someone sprayed a wall with graffiti.

following year, 2000, the annual per-
cent increase was 3.02 percent, and the
next-highest increase was from 2003-
2004, in which the annual percent in-
crease was 4 percent.

“That is why I’m really here,” he
told The Times. “I don’t want the
taxpayers to get a raw deal.”

In response to Mr. Gencarelli’s
comments, Rahway Business Admin-
istrator Peter Pelissier, a member of
the RVSA, said the city’s contract
with United Water “saved the taxpay-
ers, had we not privatized, $32 mil-
lion. We had a responsibility to con-
sider, evaluate and understand the
cost. United Water had improved qual-
ity, so the prices went up. He said
these fees are not that far away from
other sewerage authorities in the area.

Mr. Pelissier was the only council
member to respond to Mr. Gencarelli.
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Rahway

Jenna Nierstedt and Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RACCOON HUNTING WE WILL GO…Workers from BOWCO remove a trap
with a dead rabbit in it from the abandoned house at 121 Cacciola Place last
Thursday. The workers set traps to catch raccoons that have been living in the
structure. The proximity of the house to the neighboring home is shown at right.
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Scotch Plains Council

Joseph Higgins

dents.
The council passed 23 resolutions

in total, including some governing
construction and contract awards.

At the start of the meeting, the
council honored the volunteer of
the month, Gary Szelc, chair of the
environmental commission. “He has
really elevated what they do,” Ms.
Dolce said. She said how impres-
sive it was that he has only lived in
Fanwood for seven years.

“Fanwood is one of those towns
where you can’t help but get in-
volved,” Mr. Szelc said in response.


