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POLICE BLOTTER

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MANY CHOICES...Residents are drawn to the Westfield Farmer’s Market last
Saturday and are faced with many mouth-watering choices ranging from fresh
corn, honey and rhubarb/strawberry pie.

prevention.
Joseph and Barbara Pagano of 758

Prospect Street sought permission to
demolish an existing single-family
dwelling and construct another.

Some neighbors expressed con-
cerns about additional water runoff
due to the removal of vegetation.
However, their architect proposed a
double-row of evergreen shrubs to
curb this effect. The board passed this
application with that stipulation.

The board approved the applica-
tion of Joseph and Mindy Nitti of 528
Boulevard to retain an already-exist-
ing garage with a setback of six feet,
rather than the required 10 feet.

The board announced that it would
hold a special meeting sometime in
September to catch up with more
than 20 applications that it has not yet
heard.
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important issue because we have so
much infrastructure. We’re the most
densely populated state. Our infra-
structure is crucial for the state’s trans-
portation of our citizens. Our infra-
structure is crucial for our economy
in our state,” he said.

“This [bridge collapse] highlights
how important it is that we maintain
the structural integrity of our infra-
structure. Because if we don’t, trag-
edy can strike,” Mr. Ferguson said.

He said in the future the federal
government may need “to set our
priorities a little bit better” by trans-
ferring funding from non-crucial
transportation projects to more im-
portant areas, such as structural in-
tegrity for bridges.

Concerning the recent execution-
style murders of three college stu-
dents from Newark, Mr. Ferguson
said the murders were a “terrible trag-
edy” not just for Newark but also for
the nation. “It really reached a chord
in every human being to see the sense-
less, awful deaths of these young
people,” he said.

“What this really seems to high-
light is a real breakdown in our jus-
tice system and a breakdown in our
immigration system,” Mr. Ferguson
said.

The main suspect who has been
arrested is an illegal immigrant who
had a criminal record including two
prior arrests and was released on bail.

“Many are asking ‘why wasn’t he
deported?’” the Congressman asked.

“We are going to have to do a better
job of making sure that the prosecu-
tors, law enforcement – both local
and state – are working more closely
and cooperating more closely with
immigration officials to make sure
these type of tragedies don’t happen
again,” he said.

On gang violence, he said federal,
state and local authorities will need
“to try and figure out a new and better
way to overcome the challenges that
we are facing in our communities as
they relate to gang violence.”

Mr. Ferguson also touched on the
battle that occurred in Washington
earlier this month on a procedural
vote when GOP members attempted
to pass an amendment on an agricul-
tural bill to prevent some programs,
such as food stamps, from being avail-
able to illegal immigrants.

“We had actually won the vote on
the floor of the House, and when the
Democratic leadership of the House
realized we had won the vote, they
cancelled the vote and decided to
revote it.

“I’ve been in Congress six years
and I’ve never seen that happen. There
are other members who have been
there 30 years who have never seen
that sort of thing happen,” Mr.
Ferguson said. “People just felt the
Democratic leadership wasn’t play-
ing fairly by the rules. They were

breaking the rules to try and give
Welfare benefits to illegal immi-
grants.”

He said a special investigative com-
mittee has been formed to investigate
how the vote was cancelled.

On the subject of the earlier Presi-
dential primaries next year, Mr.
Ferguson said: “Ultimately, the elec-
tions will be decided on where the
candidates stand on the issues” such
as taxes and homeland security al-
though they would lengthen the Presi-
dential campaign.

In terms of this year’s elections, he
said voters must decide, “Do we want
higher tolls, do we want higher taxes
and more spending or do we more
fiscally responsible office holders in
Trenton?”

In terms of the potential sale of
New Jersey’s toll highways, Mr.
Ferguson said Governor Jon Corzine
wants to sell the roadways “to try and
finance the debt that our state has run
up.”

“The reason we have debt is be-
cause there is too much wasteful
spending in New Jersey. Our budget
is growing by leaps and bounds,” he
said. Mr. Ferguson said selling of the
toll roads would mean “higher tolls
and higher prices for motorists and
drivers in New Jersey.”

He said if Republicans running for
the legislature can offer an alternative
to this plan, “I think they will have a
very good chance” at picking up seats
in the legislature.

On the possible loss of a Congres-
sional seat due to a declining New
Jersey population, Mr. Ferguson said,
“It is too early to say at this point how
it would effect our electoral map.”

“Our state is not affordable any
longer. That’s why people are actu-
ally leaving. Taxes are too high. The
economy is not as strong as perhaps it
could be,” he said.

He said Homeland Security grants
and increased special-education fund-
ing are among actions Congress can
take to help alleviate the property-tax
burden.

About his own legislation, Mr.
Ferguson said he hopes his bill to
fund the 40-percent federal funding
mandate for special education in-
cluded in IDEA, or Individuals With
Disabilities Education Act, will be
attached to the reauthorization of the
No Child Left Behind Act, thus in-
creasing its chances of becoming law.
IDEA was signed into law 30 years
ago but has never been fully funded.

Mr. Ferguson said he is also work-
ing on solar-energy legislation, as
well as an amendment to the Home-
land Security bill to add $50 million
in grants for law enforcement agen-
cies to create buffer zones around
chemical plants and other areas of
“critical infrastructure.” The House
passed Mr. Ferguson’s buffer secu-
rity bill.

Mr. Ferguson said on the issue of
subprime mortgages that Congress
has been eying legislation dealing
with such areas as predatory lending
and defaults on loans.

“Our main concern is keeping the
loan industry healthy so that the capi-
tal is still there and available for those
who qualify for receiving loans,” he
said.

For the entire Leader interview with
Mr. Ferguson, visit goleader.com/ser-
vices/video.

Sarah Queller for The Westfield Leader
NIGHT OUT...Fanwood took part in National Night Out celebrations last Tues-
day with Fanwood Community Policing Alliance-sponsored festivities in LaGrande
Park prior to the recreation commission’s weekly movie in the park. Above, a
Night Out attendee handles one of the guns the Union County SWAT team laid out
as part of its crime-prevention display.
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Citizen Questions Rahway
City’s Water Pact

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — At Monday’s
Rahway City Council meeting, An-
thony Gencarelli, an employee of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA), used the public comment
segment to voice his concerns about
the authority’s privatization plans. His
comments were not made on behalf
of the authority, but rather as a citi-
zen, he said.

Council members received hand-
outs with facts and a summary of Mr.
Gencarelli’s main points. He showed
his opinion as to why there is an
interest in privatizing RVSA, which
included “procurement fees for pro-
fessionals ($500,000), fees for pro-
fessionals to administer the contract
and favors owed to privatization
firms.” He also noted, in his opinion,
what would be the pitfalls of
privatization, including “opportuni-
ties for corruption at the expense of
the ratepayer, rate increases, work
force reductions cost the community,
the quality of service drops and a loss
of flexibility and accountability.”

According to Mr. Gencarelli, ter-
minating a contract with United Wa-
ter could be a very expensive move
for the City of Rahway. In the water
services agreement with United Wa-
ter dated September 29, 1999, cur-
rent termination fees could range near
$10,000,303.

“Even if terminated for cause, the
city has to prove that United Water
willfully or intentionally breached
the contract in order to avoid paying
the termination fee,” Mr. Gencarelli
said.

He also referenced Rahway Mayor
James Kennedy’s State of the City
Address, dated January 2 of this year,
in which Mr. Kennedy proposed “that
it is in the best interest of Rahway
taxpayers to discuss the privatization
of the RVSA to cut costs and improve
operations.”

Responding to that statement, Mr.
Gencarelli included a copy of
Rahway’s water rates in the handouts

he presented to the council. Union
Water privatized Rahway Water in
1999, and water rates increased by
56.35 percent. In the following year,
2000, the annual percent increase was
3.02 percent, and the next-highest
increase was from 2003-2004, in
which the annual percent increase
was 4 percent.

“That is why I’m really here,” he
told The Westfield Leader. “I don’t
want the taxpayers to get a raw deal.”

In response to Mr. Gencarelli’s
comments, Rahway Business Admin-
istrator Peter Pelissier, a member of
the RVSA, said the city’s contract
with United Water “saved the taxpay-
ers, had we not privatized, $32 mil-
lion. We had a responsibility to con-
sider, evaluate and understand the
cost. United Water had improved qual-
ity, so the prices went up.”

He said these fees are not that far
away from other sewerage authori-
ties in the area. Mr. Pelissier was the
only council member to respond to
Mr. Gencarelli.

MEN AT WORK…Contracted workers power-wash the masonry on Westfield’s
Roosevelt Intermediate School building as Matthew Bolton, RIS assistant princi-
pal, watches from below. The restoration project in progress will also replace
portions of cracked parapet walls at the front of the school and replace parts of
the brickwork for safety reasons.

Kowalski Notes
Phil Rizzuto’s Passing
AREA — Hall of Fame Yankees

shortstop and former broadcaster Phil
Rizzuto died Tuesday. He was 89.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Bette Jane Kowalski said of his
passing, “The County of Union is
deeply saddened by the passing of
Phil Rizzuto. Phil Rizzuto lived in
Hillside for more than 50 years and
took great pride in residing in Union
County. He was the inspiration for
the park we named in his honor five
years ago.”

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
POPULAR BUSKER...Mother and daughter are delighted as they chat with Al
Madison, an area musician, as he entertains at the Westfield Farmer’s Market last
Saturday.

money, the public says ‘why didn’t
you didn’t put it in a referendum like
the community center?’”

In other council business, the bor-
ough has only received one bid for
snow removal. The premium has in-
creased to $220 an hour for each
removal truck. The minimum deposit
has also increased to $40,000.

The council also brought up
Mountainside’s annual Fall Festival.
Although the borough has not spon-
sored Fall Festival for the past few
years, the Parent Teacher Association
(PTA) will spearhead the event for
2007. In previous years, the borough
has made a donation of $300 each
year, and council members propose
that  it continue to do so.

The council also discussed a con-
tract with TelVue Virtual Television.
The borough never signed an agree-
ment with the network, which man-
ages the borough’s public-access chan-
nel. The network wants the borough to
enter into an agreement with them.

The borough also wants to renew
its membership in the Suburban Mu-
nicipal Joint Insurance Fund for an-
other year.

The meeting concluded with the
resolution of the authorization to ap-
ply for the Department of Transpor-
tation state-aid grant. The grant would
cover improvements on Blazo Ter-
race and Iris Drive.
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Publisher’s Note
The Office of Newark Mayor

Cory Booker has announced that
donations to the families of three
murdered college students on Au-
gust 4 should be addressed to the
Newark Community Foundation,
P.O. Box 338, Morristown, NJ
07963, earmarked specifically for
the Ivy Hill Families in the memo.

For more information, call the
mayor’s office at (973) 733-5888.

Anyone with information about
the murders can call 1-877-NWK-
TIPS.

GW Council OKs Ordinance
For Memorial Field Project

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At Tuesday night’s
borough council meeting, council
members approved an ordinance au-
thorizing the construction of the James
V. Guerriero Memorial Field, the
borough’s Little League field located
on Myrtle Avenue.

The $2.1-million new athletic field
with a new soccer/hockey/baseball
field, upgraded recreational ameni-
ties and walking track will come from
allocated grant money and a $50.41
annual tax increase – for 20 years – on
a house assessed at $100,000. Ac-

cording to the 2000 U.S. Census,
there are 1,095 owner-occupied
households in Garwood.

Officials have said $900,000 of the
project would be funded through
grants and other funding sources, in-
cluding $189,000 in open space grants
from the County of Union.

Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio, chairperson to the
council’s finance committee, an-
nounced that Garwood was denied
extraordinary aid from Trenton,
which is the reason why the budget
has not been passed; the borough
was waiting to see if they would
receive additional funding.

“We feel we received an inaccurate
answer from Trenton,” said Mayor
Dennis McCarthy, “and I will call
them if I have to. We feel they made
a mistake.”

Resident Bruce Paterson thanked
the council in their effort to contact
Trenton in reapplying for the extraor-
dinary aid.

“But do we really need to beg for
money?” Mr. Paterson asked. “We
have major problems here and in-
creasing taxes and asking for aid is
not the answer. This does not show
good leadership. It’s like all of you
are the band playing on the Garwood
Titanic while it’s sinking. It’s like
extraordinary aid is a reward for bad
financing. I’m just very livid and see
no resolution from you guys.”

Officials announced that its Au-
gust 28 meeting has been cancelled
and the next meeting, during which
the council will vote on the budget,
will be held on September 11 at 7
p.m.

Westfield
Tuesday, August 7, a resident of the

700 block of Tamaques Way reported
that her motor vehicle was damaged with
scratches in the paint while it was parked
in the roadway in front of her residence.

Tuesday, August 7, a resident of the
500 block of Lawrence Avenue reported
that a metal table and several flowerpots
had been thrown into the swimming pool
in the rear yard of her residence.

Tuesday, August 7, a resident of the
700 block of Tamaques Way reported
that her daughter’s motor vehicle had
been defaced with scratches in the paint
while it was parked in the roadway in
front of her home.

Tuesday, August 7, a resident of the 30
block of Tamaques Way reported that her
husband’s motor vehicle was damaged
with scratches in the paint while it was
parked in the roadway adjacent to the
couple’s home.

Tuesday, August 7, a resident of the
400 block of Wychwood Road reported
the apparent theft of several pieces of
jewelry, valued in excess of $10,000,
from her home. The missing items in-
cluded a sapphire ring, a diamond brace-
let, a topaz ring and a diamond watch.

Wednesday, August 8, a resident of the
700 block of Tamaques Way reported
that his motor vehicle was damaged while
it was parked in front of his residence
during the evening hours of August 6.
The damage consisted of deep scratches
to the vehicle’s paint and body.

Wednesday, August 8, Joseph
Wisniewski, 21, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 800 block of North Avenue,
West on a traffic warrant with $250 bail
and a criminal warrant with $750 bail,
both from Plainsboro. He was released
after posting bail on the warrants.

Thursday, August 9, a Forest Avenue
resident reported that the left side passen-
ger window of his motor vehicle was
smashed while the vehicle was parked in
front of his residence.

Thursday, August 9, a Summit Avenue
resident reported his bicycle was stolen
from outside of his residence.

Friday, August 10, Tony Alcantara,
22, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was arrested on an
outstanding Roselle traffic warrant with
bail of $250 following a motor vehicle
stop on the 500 block of Westfield Av-
enue. He was released on his own recog-
nizance per the Roselle Police Depart-
ment pending a court date to be set.

Friday, August 10, Isabella Brereton,
18, of Brooklyn, N.Y., was arrested on an
outstanding Roselle Park traffic warrant
with bail of $750 following an investiga-
tion on the 500 block of Westfield Av-
enue. She was released on her own recog-
nizance per the Roselle Park Police De-
partment pending an August 16 court

date.
Friday, August 10, Jeremy Fisher, 22,

of Grand Junction, Colo., was arrested on
the 1400 block of Central Avenue on an
outstanding criminal warrant out of
Evesham Township. He was held pend-
ing the posting of $250 bail.

Friday, August 10, John G. Nelson, 43,
of Grand Junction, Colo., was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing criminal warrant from Eatontown
with bail of $2,518. Nelson was released
after posting bail.

Friday, August 10, Jose L. Roman, Jr.,
36, of Perth Amboy was arrested for
allegedly hindering apprehension follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Park Street and
Carleton Road. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons pend-
ing an August 23 court date.

Friday, August 10, Krste Donovski,
43, of Scotch Plains was arrested for
allegedly driving while intoxicated fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at Brightwood
Avenue and Clark Street. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance to a re-
sponsible individual pending an August
15 court date.

Saturday, August 11, Prince Addo, 31,
of The Bronx, N.Y., was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the plaza at
North Avenue and East Broad Street on
an outstanding Mount Laurel traffic war-
rant. He was released after posting $250
bail.

Saturday, August 11, a Ross Place resi-
dent reported that someone keyed the rear
compartment door of his motor vehicle
while it was parked at the rear of the
victim’s home.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 7, a resident of Aca-

cia Road reported that someone had been
making harassing telephone calls to her
over the last several weeks at all hours of
the day and night.

Wednesday, August 8, a resident of
Spruce Mill Road reported that someone
removed a GPS from his vehicle.

Wednesday, August 8, Jennifer Mingle,
24, of Manville was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation.

Sunday, August 12, Charles Andrews,
50, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop for suspicious activity. According to
police, Andrews was transported to the
Union County jail after he was unable to
make bail.

Sunday, August 12, Willie Ausborne,
39, of Irvington was arrested for alleged
DWI after being stopped for a moving
violation. According to police, he was
processed and released with a summons.

Sunday, August 12, the owner of an
Evergreen Avenue building reported that
someone sprayed a wall with graffiti.
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Cacciola Court Date
inside the house for safety reasons.

The nest was removed on August
11, and the traps were placed on Au-
gust 13. Currently, there is only one
trap inside the house, but additional
traps may be added later.

BOWCO, Mr. Penyak’s extermi-
nator, is required to check the traps on
a daily basis, and Ms. Moon’s first
weekly check was scheduled to begin
yesterday. “We seem to be going in
the right direction,” Ms. Moon said in
regards to progress since the court
hearing.

Mr. Dauber said that by Monday
afternoon, traps had been placed both
inside and outside the house and that
boarding up of the house was fin-
ished. “Hopefully that will keep the
raccoons away,” he said.

Mr. Dauber said his department did
not conduct a walk-through on Mon-
day; the health department conducted
it, he said.

Calls to the health department left
the status of the Monday walk-through
unclear by press deadline.

“So far I’m happy,” said Arlene
Green, the owner of 119 Cacciola
Place. “We feel a little safer but we
still fear the raccoons. We’ve been
scared to use our backyard for the
past two years, so even though the
house is boarded up and the traps are
there, the fear will still be there for a
long time.”

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
Top: the view from the backyard of 119
Cacciola Place; bottom: a dead rabbit
lies in a trap placed outside the aban-
doned home at 121 Cacciola Place.


