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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 67th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

• Attorneys • Physicians Offices

• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

www.puglisi-insurance.com

"Reading is good for you."

goleader.com • timesnj.com

The Leader The Times
New Subscriber Renewal

One Year - $28 Two Years - $52 Three Years - $76

College - $20 (Sept. to May)

Name

Address

City

Phone #

Payment: (Cash, Check or Credit Card)

CC #

Exp. Date

Signature

Subscribe and renew online - goleader.com/subscribe

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tel. (908) 232-4407 • editor@goleader.com

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

State Zip

E-mail:

Berkeley Heights Residents
Protest Minor Subdivision

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — At
Wednesday night’s Berkeley Heights
planning board meeting, more than a
dozen residents appeared in protest
of the proposed minor subdivision of
Carl Nielsen’s property at 90 Kline
Boulevard, which was first brought to
the board in July. Mr. Nielsen’s engi-
neer, William Hollows, presented
plans to cut the lot in half and add a
new home on the west side of the
property.

An existing 1940’s Cape Cod-style
home is located on the east side, along
with a two-car garage set further back
that hosts an approximate 800-square
foot sleeping quarters with a bath-
room. The owner recently removed
the kitchen so it is no longer legally
considered a residence.

Mr. Nielsen is seeking a variance
for the lot width, which, if divided,
would take the 156.8-foot wide lot
and turn it into two 78.4-foot wide
lots. Expert planner Adrian Humbert
said that a majority of the homes in
the area are less than the required 100
feet.

During the citizens’ inquiry ele-
ment of the hearing, residents voiced
their discontent with sub-dividing the
lot, concerned that two small lots
would be unattractive, too many trees
would be cut down to build and with
the impact an additional building
would have on storm water runoff.

The board said residents could have
the podium to make statements at the
next meeting, when the owner has
finished stating his case.

Mr. Humbert said that the benefits
outweigh the detriments, citing the
C1 and C2 standards. He said sub-
dividing the lot would provide an
added attraction to the area by build-
ing a new single-family dwelling in
an area in transition.

He went on to say that the new
dwelling will be built consistent with
the standards of a residential district
and will produce adequate light air
and open space.

The case also assessed flooding
issues with revised plans, which
showed a five-foot wide six-inch deep
swale on the proposed new lot’s bor-
der to the west.

The swale would bring water north
into a drainage pipe that would then
direct storm water down the street.
They proposed extending the pipe,
which is located curbside and stops at
the adjoining property to the west, so
it would reach the lot where it would
connect.

Residents were not satisfied with
this solution. Approximately 18 resi-
dents voiced their concerns that it
would not be sufficient.

Kim Spellman, owner of the prop-
erty to the west of Mr. Nielsen’s lot,
said she had a swale built waist deep
and doubts that a six-inch deep swale
would hold the water runoff.

Mr. Hollows said that since the
swale is designed to be broad that it
would suffice.

Two small cedar trees would have
to come down to build the swale. Mr.
Hollows complied with the board that
an additional six or seven tress would
be planted after the building is erected.
He also said he would do soil testing
if approved to move forward with the
sub-division.

“It is my opinion that the creation
of two lots would not create a detri-
mental impact on the zoning board,”
said Mr. Humbert.

Rosegate Associates also appeared
before the board for a final engineer-
ing approval of their plans for a major
subdivision on Block 3300 of Moun-
tain Avenue.

For safety reasons, fencing will be
installed around the retention basin.
It was also agreed to form a
homeowner’s association for the pur-
pose of splitting costs incurred for
repair of the basin, but the home-
owner who owns the property on
which the basin lies would have re-
sponsibility of its regular mainte-
nance.

The board agreed to adopt the reso-
lution of the Route 78 and Diamond
Hill Interchange. They will consider
an improvement and enhancement to
accommodate Scotch Plains and Ber-
keley Heights residents at exit 41 to
Scotch Plains.

They also agreed to allow Frank
Vicendese of 501 Springfield Avenue
to install a 540-square-foot tempo-
rary canopy attached to the rear of the
existing building.

Erratum
In the July 26 edition on page 2, it

was incorrectly reported that Loretta
Lawrence Keane had been named
president of FIT. Ms. Lawrence Keane
is the vice president for Communica-
tions and External Relations at FIT.
She has been named president of the
Board of Directors of the SUNY
Council for University Advancement.

Corzine Says No NJ
Bridges are ‘Unsafe’

Following a bridge collapse in Min-
nesota, MSNBC reported that New Jer-
sey has 6,445 bridges, and of those, 838
are “structurally deficient” and another
1,503 are “functionally obsolete.”

In the lead Star-Ledger story on
Friday, according to state and federal
transportation officials, “six of the
eight New Jersey bridges built in the
same style as the ill-fated Interstate
35W bridge in Minneapolis were rated
‘structurally deficient’ the last time
they were inspected.”

The eight include the Pulaski Sky-
way, two spans around Jersey City on
Route 139 near the Holland Tunnel, a
bridge that carries truck lanes over
the Hackensack River and county-
owned bridges in Hudson Somerset
and Sussex counties.

In a statement, Governor Jon
Corzine said, “I understand our
bridges are inspected regularly and,
according to federal standards, while
some are considered ‘structurally
deficient’ none are now deemed ‘un-
safe.’ Any unsafe bridge would be
shut down immediately.”

According to the Federal Highway
Administration, “bridges are consid-
ered structurally deficient if signifi-
cant load-carrying elements are found
to be in poor or worse condition due
to deterioration and/or damage or, the
adequacy of the waterway opening
provided by the bridge is determined
to be extremely insufficient to the
point of causing intolerable traffic
interruptions.”

MySpace Page Shows
Madison Wearing Hat

James “the Hat Bandit” Madison
of Maplewood entered a plea of ‘not
guilty’ to a robbery charge during his
arraignment in federal district court
in Newark on Thursday.

According to The Star-Ledger, au-
thorities say the ‘bandit’ robbed more
than $60,000 from banks since last
September.

In a previous Ledger story, refuting
the claim by Madison that he “doesn’t
wear hats,” federal authorities found
a MySpace page under his name. On
that page, Madison appears wearing
a red baseball cap with an insignia.

The FBI is investigating whether
the MySpace page is “an authentic
posting created by him.”

Fed. Prosecutors File Motion
To Dismiss James Defense Attorney

Federal prosecutors last Thursday
filed a motion in federal district court

seeking the dismissal of defense at-
torney Thomas Ashley as Sharpe
James’ lawyer in the former Newark
mayor’s corruption trial, The Star-
Ledger reported.

Prosecutors say Mr. Ashley repre-
sented two individuals – a real-estate
attorney and a broker – who testified
before a grand jury on the city land
deals in which James faces accusa-
tions. They also say Mr. Ashley might
become a trial witness because he met
James during the mayor’s August 2003
Martha’s Vineyard vacation billed to
Newark, according to the article.

In the brief, attorneys wrote, “This
would put Mr. Ashley in the imper-
missible position of divided loyal-
ties, risk revealing attorney-client
privileged communications and jeop-
ardize the integrity of the judicial
proceedings and public interest in a
fair trial and lasting verdict.”

Mr. Ashley told The Star-Ledger
he plans to contest the motion and
would agree not to cross-examine the
witnesses he had represented should
they testify for the government.
Booker Apologizes After Newark
Council Watches YouTube Video

After their City Hall meeting last
Wednesday, Newark city council
members viewed the YouTube video
of Newark Mayor Cory Booker stat-
ing “inappropriate comments” at a
Summit fundraiser in May.

Politicsnj.com reported that coun-
cil members Donald Payne, Ron Rice
Jr., Dana Rone, Anibal Ramos and
Luis Quintana were “dismayed” that
the mayor referred to an African-
American woman as “portly” and
having “no teeth.”

Politicsnj.com reported Booker re-
sponded, “Today, members of the New-
ark municipal council have taken me
to task for comments that I made about
my good friend and staunch supporter
the late Judy Diggs. Without further
elaboration on the comments them-
selves, I want to emphatically state
that my words were in bad taste, I fully
understand their offensive nature and
I offer my profound apology.”

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLEEPY HOLLOWS…During the Berkeley Heights planning board meeting,
engineer William Hollows presented plans to subdivide Carl Nielsen’s (pictured
in foreground) property at 90 Kline Boulevard.

WHS Grad Becomes
Nature Program Director

By KELSI BROWNING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Paul Hansen, a 1970
graduate of Westfield High School,
has become the director of the Nature
Conservancy’s Greater-Yellowstone
Program after having served as the
director of the Izaak Walton League of
America, also a conservation organi-
zation. Mr. Hansen, an upland bird
hunter, wilderness canoeist and an-
gler, has also sat on the board of a
Fortune 500 Company, a rare experi-
ence for most conservationists. He
shared with The Westfield Leader and
The Times fond memories of Westfield,
his ambitions for his new job and some
information on one of the nation’s
most famous national parks.

Kelsi Browning: Westfield High
School is your alma mater. Do you
have any favorite memories?

Paul Hansen: I was captain of the
WHS soccer team, 1969.

KB: Is there anything from your
early Westfield days that inspired
you to take on environmental con-
servation?

PH: Instead of going to the prom,
four of us went camping in the
Adirondack Mountains. There was
no hanky-panky, honest.

KB: How did you become involved
with The Nature Conservancy (TNC)?

PH: After 33 years in conservation,
I believe that to succeed in respon-
sible protection of the American land-
scape, you must be willing to work
with a wide range of groups, such as
business, sportsmen and other
recreationists, young people and con-
scientious environmentalists. TNC is
committed to this approach.

KB: Why is Yellowstone impor-
tant?

PH: It is an icon. The first national
park in the world, the first U.N. bio-
sphere reserve, the headwaters of the
nation’s three great river systems,
(Snake/Columbia, Yellowstone/Mis-
souri/Mississippi, Green/Colorado), the
only place that has the full assemblage
of wildlife that was here when Lewis
and Clark passed through, the largest
concentration of geysers in the world
and a place that generations of Ameri-
can have stewarded and protected.

KB: During his presidency, Teddy
Roosevelt pushed for conservation
and, ultimately, the setting aside of
land for Yellowstone in response to
alarming trends of overdevelop-
ment and industrialization. What,
if anything, do you think current
government can or should do in
response to trends we are facing
now, such as global warming?

PH: There is a great deal we can do.
Unfortunately, federal funding for all
conservation has been cut to the bone.
As a percentage of the federal budget,
all conservation funding is now only
about 20 percent of what it was prior
to 1984.

KB: A press release sent to The
Leader/Times said you had experi-
ence with a Fortune 500 company.
Does this help you deal better with
potentially conflicting business in-
terests?

PH: I do not think the conservation
conflicts with business interests. If
you take a long-term, responsible view
of any economic activity, you look at

the full lifecycle costs of how you do
business. At its best, conservation is
not about preventing the use of natu-
ral resources; it is about efficiency
and preventing wasteful use, which is
itself an excellent business practice.

I was very fortunate to be on the
board of Louisiana Pacific for almost
nine years. It is a progressive forest
products company that now has a
great environmental ethic. I learned a
lot from this experience and the busi-
nessmen and women I worked with.

Jared Diamond, who wrote “Col-
lapse,” “Guns, Germs and Steel” and
other books, said that conservationists
must work with business; it is the only
institution in our society that is strong
enough to get the changes we need in
the time frame we need them. My friend,
the noted conservationist and former
board chair of the Rocky Mountain
Institute Jimmy Mills, was more suc-
cinct – “business runs the world.” We
need to be able to demonstrate how
conservation, done right, truly aligns
with farsighted business practices.

KB: It is often said that some of the
best change comes from grassroots
organizations and politics. So, what
can the individual in, say, Westfield
do to make our world a little greener?

PH: Leading by example is always
the most important first step. Saving
energy also saves money, while pro-
tecting the environment. Homes and
autos are the biggest energy wasters.
Making homes and cars more efficient
is key. This is not about sacrifice, but
efficiency. I drive a full-powered SUV
that is rated one of the safest cars on
the road. It is a hybrid that gets over 30
miles to the gallon and emits 60 to 70
percent less pollution than similar stan-
dard vehicles. Similar savings with
attractive paybacks are available for
homeowners.

Coast Guard Celebrates
217th Birthday

NATION — The U.S. Coast Guard
celebrated its 217th birthday last Satur-
day in Grand Haven, Mich. Established
in 1790, the Coast Guard has saved
1,109,310 lives since its inception.

“When things are at their worst,
America’s Coast Guard is at its best,”
said Homeland Security Secretary
Michael Chertoff. “What began as a
revenue enforcement agency with a
fleet of ten cutters established by
Alexander Hamilton more than 200
years ago has evolved into the world’s
premiere multi-mission, maritime and
military service. It’s fitting that we cel-
ebrate the Coast Guard’s 217th birth-
day this August 4th as we recognize its
brave men and women for saving more
than 1 million lives over the course of
its long and storied history.”

Admiral Thad Allen, commandant,
said, “What began as America’s only
lifesaving service charged with the
dangerous duty of saving sailors from
shipwrecks along our coasts has
evolved into a modern-day, multi-mis-
sion Coast Guard that demonstrates
the same commitment to saving lives
that it did more than 200 years ago.”

The Coast Guard was founded when
the first Congress authorized the con-
struction of 10 vessels to enforce tariff
and trade laws, prevent smuggling and
protect the collection of the federal
revenue. In 1915 the Revenue Cutter
Service merged with the US Life-Sav-
ing Service dedicated to saving life at
sea and enforcing maritime laws.

The Center for Orthopedic

Surgery and Sports Medicine

located at

Drs. Thrower and Bullek would like to take this

opportunity to welcome Dr. David M. Deramo

in joining their practice as of August 6, 2007.

Dr. Deramo specializes in complex surgery of

the shoulder and knee including arthoscopy

and knee replacement surgery.

We pride ourselves in providing

specialty orthopedic care.

202 Elmer St. Westfield, NJ
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