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POLICE BLOTTER

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

HOPE WITH STEM CELLS...Friends of Michele Marron-Meyerhoff, a resident
of Cranford, meet in Somerset to raise funds for her stem cell treatment in her
battle to survive from  the deadly, rare disease of scleroderma. Pictured, left to
right, are: Arlene Wittig, husband and wife Gary and Michele Meyerhoff, and
Larry Darrow of Westfield. See story on page 4.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
LADDER 1... To celebrate Fanwood’s new fire truck, residents enjoy a wetdown
last Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: firefighter Kris Piccola, Fanwood Fire
Chief David Ziegler and Asst. Fire Chief John Piccola.

ficials said plans are in the works to
develop a marina in that area.

As other possible sites, the group
has mentioned Governor’s Island in
New York Harbor, as well as the
Shanksville, Pa., site where the fourth
hijacked plane crashed on September
11 after departing from Newark Air-
port.

“Now, we’re looking for any re-
spectful location,” she said.

Wherever a memorial site would
be located, the group wants markers
for each person killed and a flag for
each country that lost a citizen six
years ago.

The group’s latest effort was to file
a complaint in U.S. district court in
New York seeking to “rectify an egre-
gious wrong” that occurred when the
debris from the WTC site — which
had been sifted for evidence, human
remains and personal property but
still contained the remains of victims
whose bodies had not been fully re-
covered — was then commingled with
household waste dumped at the land-
fill. The complaint states this was
done despite promises from the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation and New
York City officials that the remains
would be kept separate from the
household debris deposited at the site.

Mrs. Horning said a judge would
determine whether the group’s law-
suit could proceed to court. Attorneys
for both sides, she said, favor oral
arguments in federal court before the
judge issues a decision.

“I would prefer oral arguments,”
she said, because “there is lots to
explain” about how city officials have
handled matters in the nearly six years
since the terrorist attacks. The city, in
filing its own motion to dismiss the
case, is arguing that the group and the
individual families involved have no
legal standing to bring a complaint.

Mrs. Horning said she visited the
Fresh Kills site recently “as a watch-
dog” and noted that erosion there is
“really bad.” In a “deeply eroded” pit
she was able to stand in, Mrs. Horning
said she could see “a lot of things”
including some firefighter equipment
and clothing and a key that was
marked “World Trade Center.”

“It was disconcerting to see,” she
said, and “it  makes you wonder what’s
washing into the Arthur Kill River”
that runs between Staten Island and
New Jersey.

Mrs. Horning was critical of some
local leaders, particularly New York
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who has
refused to accommodate “or even
consider” the families’ wishes, she
said. “He’s the problem.”

She also said Governor Jon Corzine,
during his gubernatorial campaign
two years ago, had personally offered
to submit an amicus curiae (friend of
the court) brief on behalf of the fami-
lies. After his election, when Mrs.
Horning met him at a reception, she
said the Governor told her, “I owe
you something. I haven’t forgotten.”

Paperwork the group submitted to
Mr. Corzine in connection with the
promised brief was repeatedly mis-
laid, she said, and eventually the
Governor’s staff told her the Gover-
nor would be setting an unwise pre-
cedent by submitting such a brief.

Mrs. Horning said she has asked to
meet with the Governor, telephoned
his staff and written letters but has not
heard from him since they spoke at
the reception early last year.

“I don’t know why they won’t let
me talk to him.” She said the Gover-
nor “needs to be told that New Jersey
lost 700 people” on September 11.
She said he needs to be reminded that
the state passed a law years ago com-
pelling the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey to remove the
remains from the landfill for proper
burial.

Mrs. Horning urged people to
“bombard” Mayor Bloomberg, the
New York City Council, New York
Governor Eliot Spitzer, Governor
Corzine and state and federal legisla-
tors with letters demanding action.
She said letters to newspaper editors
would also draw attention to her
group’s efforts.

“The media should be aware that
[the city] will not permit journalists
on the site [at Fresh Kills]. What are
they hiding?”

WTC Families for Proper Burial is
also in need of financial support, Mrs.
Horning said; the years of legal wran-
gling have been costly. “We have no
funds left,” she said. “We don’t know
what we’re going to do if the judge
permits oral arguments” in the pend-
ing case. Meanwhile, “the city has
limitless coffers.”

The years of fighting — unsuc-
cessfully, so far — for a proper dispo-
sition of the remains of her son and
others have not discouraged her, Mrs.
Horning says.

“I can’t give up. You have to fight to
the death for some things, and this is
one of them,” she said.

For more information, see
wtcfamiliesforproperburial.com. Do-
nations can be sent to WTC Families
for Proper Burial, P.O. Box 236,
Fanwood, N.J., 07023.
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September 11 Remains

that the referendum proposal was for
an undetermined site, while the cur-
rent proposal is for a specific loca-
tion.

Lillian Weisgerber said, “You’re
mixing senior drivers with teenage
drivers. I don’t think it’s a good idea.”

Diane Focacci questioned the
council’s priorities, saying, “I’d rather
see the money spent on this town
hall.”

Jacquie Testa echoed her sentiment,
describing the town hall as “an em-
barrassment” as she pointed out the
failed air conditioning system.

The council withdrew the bond or-
dinance, which would fund the
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Berkeley Heights Council
project, from the agenda. Mr. Cohen
said this was done in order to apply
for a waiver of the $500,000 down
payment required by statute.

Along with the community center,
at a $8.66 million cost, the bond would
also cover a pumper truck for the fire
department and a rescue vehicle with
a combined cost of $1 million, a street
sweeper ($157,500) and repair and
reconstruction costs of $180,000 for
tennis courts, baseball fields and play-
grounds, officials said.

The governing body re-approved a
resolution to approve bonding for
$4.25 million for sewerage improve-
ments. The township’s bond counsel,
John Hudak, had questioned a prior
adoption of this bonding resolution,
saying it failed to meet public notifi-
cation rules. Officials said the result
was a “do-over” vote of the earlier
approval.

During the citizen’s hearing, Ms.
Matula asked about a $20,000 pilot
project.

Officials said the pilot project, de-
scribed as “chloramination,” might
save about $1.1 million, reducing the
bond amount.

Mr. Hudak said half the amount
would be financed under a 0-percent
rate, with the other half at market
rate, currently about 4 percent, yield-
ing a net rate of approximately 2
percent. Officials estimated additional
costs of the bond issuance in the
$30,000 to $50,000 range.

RAZE THE ROOF…Joseph Penyak, owner of 121 Cacciola Place, patched up the
raccoons’ holes on the house’s roof on August 2.
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Property-Tax Bills
Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti
said in the last four years, the
Mountainside library has seen “about
a 60 percent increase in funding.”

Describing it as typical of anti-
quated laws, Mayor Viglianti said
this law dates from 1945 and was
revised in the 1970s. He said the law
made sense when property assess-
ments grew due to increasing popula-
tion, but when the valuations don’t
impact library patronage, it doesn’t
make sense. Westfield’s library pay-
ment is about $2.4 million.

Union County receives what
amounts to the other half of our non-
school property taxes, said Union
County spokesperson Sebastian
D’Elia. About 58 percent of the
county’s $414.3 million budget comes
from taxes, and the remaining per-
cent comes mostly from the state and
federal governments.

The county spends about $116 mil-
lion for health and welfare, said Mr.
D’Elia.  Year 2006 census data put
Union County’s population at 531,088
and found that 9.1 percent of the
populous is below the poverty level.

Since the county runs the area’s
welfare programs, the issue of pov-

erty in the area affects 28 percent of
the county’s budget, said Mr. D’Elia.
That percentage includes funding
for facilities like Runnells Special-
ized Hospital and programs for the
aged.

Union County spends another $90
million, or roughly 21 percent of the
annual budget, on items in the gen-
eral government category, which Mr.
D’Elia said covered most of the
county’s operational costs, including
items like plowing county roads, ad-
ministrative functions and the like.
Because Mr. D’Elia is not directly
involved with the budgetary process
and did not have time to check this
information with anyone, he stressed
that the aforementioned information
was only his understanding of the
budget.

Regulation, which includes the
county police, consumes about $65
million, or approximately 13 percent
of the budget. Debt service makes up
another $40.5 million, just under 10
percent of this year’s county spend-
ing.

Municipal and county spending
represents only about 40 percent of a
citizen’s property tax bill.

Second WF Sidewalk
Sale Set for Aug. 24-26
WESTFIELD – After the Down-

town Westfield Corporation (DWC)
received a number of requests for an
additional sidewalk sale, the mayor
and town council have provided per-
mission for an additional sidewalk
sale promotion from Friday, August
24, through Sunday, August 26.

The annual sidewalk-sale days were
originally held this year from July 12
through July 15.

Scotch Plains
Friday, August 3, a Prospect Avenue

resident reported criminal mischief to her
vehicle.

Friday, August 3, a resident of East
Second Street reported receiving several
harassing phone calls.

Saturday, August 4, a Scotch Plains
resident reported that her wallet was taken
from her vehicle while parked in the High-
land Swim Club parking lot.

Monday, August 6, a resident from
Glenside Avenue reported that her pock-
etbook was stolen from her vehicle.

Monday, August 6, Immaculate Heart
of Mary Roman Catholic Church reported
that someone stole a rug valued at $2,000
from the building.

Westfield
Monday, July 30, an employee of the

Westfield Board of Education reported
that the screens to several windows at
Franklin School at 700 Prospect Street
were punctured with holes and tears in an
act of vandalism.

Tuesday, July 31, Martin Diaz, 27, of
Roselle was arrested at Elizabeth Police
Headquarters for contempt of court out of
Westfield. He was held in lieu of $500
bail.

Thursday, August 1, Brian Mundy, 19,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant for a town code viola-
tion out of Westfield. He was held in lieu
of $110 bail.

Thursday, August 2, Robert Pettiford,
49, of Elizabeth was arrested for on an
outstanding Elizabeth warrant following
a motor vehicle stop at Lamberts Mill
Road and Old Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. Pettiford posted the $83 bail and
was released.

Thursday, August 2, John Costaney of
Linden, 47, was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated following
a motor vehicle stop at Central and Ayliffe.
He was released on recognizance pend-
ing an August 8 court date.

Thursday, August 2, George Faraison,
40, of Elizabeth was arrested at NJ Tran-
sit Police Headquarters at Penn Station in
Newark on an outstanding Westfield
warrant. Faraison was in default of $200
bail pending transport to Union County
jail.

Friday, August 3, Wynetta L. Belle,
25, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI at Kimball and Mountain Av-
enues following a motor vehicle stop.
Belle was additionally charged with re-
sisting arrest. She was released on recog-
nizance to a sober adult with a court date
of August 8.

Saturday, August 4, Marita J.
Corpening of East Orange, 26, was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
under 50 grams marijuana following a
motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Park Street. She was also charged with
outstanding warrants out of Roseland for
$1,500, Newark for $300 and Cedar Grove
for $250. Corpening posted bail and was
released on summonses pending an Au-
gust 23 court date.

Sunday, August 5, Walter F.
Dallenbach Jr., 44, of Milltown was ar-
rested in municipal lot no. 7 for an out-
standing $190 South Brunswick warrant.

Monday, August 6, Antonie Tucker,
36, of Newark was arrested at Central and
Starlight Avenues for an outstanding $89
Clifton warrant.

Mountainside
Thursday, July 26, William D. Thomp-

son, 46, of Linden was arrested on an
outstanding Mountainside warrant for
$849 by Roselle police. He was trans-
ported to the Union County jail.

Thursday, August 2, Jamar
McCormick, 23, of Plainfield, was ar-
rested at his home in Plainfield following
an accident he was involved in Route 22
east in Mountainside on July 26, police
said. He was charged with driving while
on the suspended list, careless driving
and receiving stolen property for being in
possession of a stolen vehicle. He was

issued summonses for leaving the scene
of an accident and failure to report an
accident, police said.

Monday, July 30, Rony Alejandro A.
Hernandez, 23, was arrested and charged
with driving while on the suspended list
and theft. He was also arrested for out-
standing warrants out of Plainfield and
Piscataway for $500 and $138, respec-
tively. Hernandez was initially stopped
for improper passing on Route 22 east. He
was also issued summonses for failure to
observe a signal.

Tuesday, July 31, Juan C. Lopez
Gonzalez, 21, of Plainfield, was arrested
for providing a false name, date of birth,
phone number and provided a false New
Jersey vehicle registration card. He was
initially stopped on Route 22 east for
failure to wear a seatbelt.

Tuesday, July 31, Mario R. Ronquillo,
20, of Plainfield, was arrested and charged
with tampering with public records for
giving police a fake resident alien card
with his picture on it and a fake Social
Security card.

Wednesday, August 1, Ahmad C.
Domino, 33, of Plainfield, was arrested
and charged with driving on the sus-
pended list. He was released at the scene.
Domino was stopped on Route 22 west
and Justin Place for displaying a tempo-
rary registration tag with an obstructed
view.

Wednesday, August 1, Rafael H. Lopez,
33, of Plainfield, was arrested and charged
with driving while on the suspended list.
He was stopped by policed for making an
unsafe lane change.

Thursday, August 2, Stewart S. Daniels,
24, of Bethlehem, Pa., was arrested for an
outstanding state police warrant out of
Asbury Park. He was issued summonses
for speeding, reckless driving and im-
proper passing.

Friday, August 3, Yolanda V. Sales,
32, of Newark, was arrested and charged
with driving while on the suspended list.
Sales was stopped for a suspended regis-
tration. Police impounded the vehicle.

Saturday, August 4, Sundeep H. Patel,
32, of Franklin Lakes was arrested and
charged with DWI.

Saturday, August 4, Philip G. Masi, 44,
of Belleville was arrested and charged
with aggravated assault on police, crimi-
nal mischief and resisting arrest at a Sum-
mit Road residence he was staying as a
guest. He was transported to Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Police said several items in the home
were found damaged and thrown around
and blood was discovered throughout the
house before police found Masi in a bed-
room in a “combative” state.

Sunday, August 5, Alberto Goncalves,
28, of Elizabeth, was arrested and charged
with simple assault for striking and chok-
ing another individual.

Sunday, August 5, Philip Budram, 37,
of Maplewood was arrested on two ATS
warrants by Maplewood Township Court.
He was also issued summonses for an
unsafe lane change and failure to exhibit
documents. He was stopped for making
an improper lane change.

Sunday, August 5, the owner of vehicle
parked at the Mountainside Community
Pool reported that their sunroof was shat-
tered. Damage to the vehicle was $1,000.

Ms. Kimmins, who was out of town
yesterday, said, “I hope the judge
does something to make [the neigh-
bors] happy. We really are trying to
do something for them.”

“There are a lot of moving parts
with this issue,” said Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea. “Take the raccoons
out of the picture for a minute – the
town wants to see this house come
down, but [the owner’s] application
has not been deemed complete.”

According to town planner Judith
Thornton, property owner Joseph
Penyak has modified his original plans
regarding the demolition and rebuild-
ing of the property by reducing the
size of the building from three bed-
room units down to two and has re-
quested variance relief.

Mr. Penyak has changed enough in
his blueprints that the zoning office
can review it. “My preliminary re-
view says there was enough change
in variance that the application could
be reviewed,” said Ms. Thornton.

Once his application is completed,
it will go to the board of adjustment.
If the board approves Mr. Penyak’s
plan for the property, it will then
become an issue for the building de-
partment to acquire a building permit
and a demolition permit, said Mr.
Gildea.

However, before the demolition can
take place, it must be presented to the
town council. The town council re-
quires the proposal be submitted at its
meeting in order to be aware of the
existence or future existence of va-
cant lots around town. Although the
council does not have the power to
reject the proposal, it can defer the
demolition, Mr. Gildea said.

“We’d like the property owner to
be faster, but he is trying to comply,”
said Mr. Gildea. “We’re (the town)
doing the best we can. Everyone is
entitled to due process, and he’ll have
his day in court and hopefully this
will be resolved.”

At last week’s town council meet-
ing, Jacqueline Thiam of West Dudley
Avenue questioned the town’s re-
sponse in the matter. “I am confident
if that was happening on Dudley Av-
enue, we wouldn’t be having this
conversation right now.”

On Tuesday, Second Ward Coun-
cilman JoAnn Neylan rebutted Ms.
Thiam’s claim, saying, “We care about
the situation regardless of where the
location is.”

Third Ward Councilman David
Haas said the July 31 council meeting
was the first time this issue was
brought to his attention and that he
was “very dismayed.”

“I don’t know if the town is doing
everything they can,” said Mr. Haas.
“I think in serious health situations,
we have power to go in and take
action. We have power to force own-
ers’ hands, but it takes time.”

Although the future plans for the
current structure are undergoing the
legal process, the raccoons are still an
issue.

Last Thursday, August 2, Second
Ward Councilwomen Ms. Neylan
and Ms. Kimmins went to Cacciola
Place to meet with the owners of 119
Cacciola, Ms. Green and Patricia
Lee.

It was at this meeting that Ms.
Neylan and Ms. Kimmins informed
the neighbors that the health depart-
ment would write summonses to Mr.
Penyak every day “until the situation
is remedied – and that doesn’t mean
little cages but actually getting at the
source of the problem,” said Ms.
Neylan. “The town is not going to
abide this situation anymore.”

On the morning of August 2, The
Times spoke with Westfield health
department’s registered environmen-
tal health specialist, Tanya Moon, who
said that she had still not seen any
changes and decided to continue to
charge Mr. Penyak with “condition
that engenders the breeding of ver-
min.” She said she would “continue
to issue one everyday until I see a
change in the roofline.”

Later that afternoon, Ms. Green in-
formed The Times that Mr. Penyak’s
roofers had “stopped by” and patched
up some areas of the roof.

Ms. Moon said in response, “The
areas that I was concerned about have
been sealed up,” but she still issued
one last summons on August 3 even
after the initial patch ups because,
she said, she felt the problem was
“insufficiently solved.”

Ms. Moon returned to the property
on August 7 to find that the other area
she was concerned about had been
patched up as well. “I am not going to
issue any more summonses,” she said.
However, Ms. Moon said she would
still monitor the property to make
sure cages are in place and that trap-
ping continues.

“That is only one aspect of it,” said
Ms. Neylan in response to the patch-
work completed by Mr. Penyak’s roof-
ers. “[Mr. Penyak] was instructed to
get to the source. I will not be satis-
fied with band-aid solutions. [The
town] is not going to stop until this
situation is rectified.”

After reading last week’s issue of
The Times, Mr. Penyak said, “I called
the exterminator and yelled at him…I
pay him [the exterminator, BOWCO],
I ask him to go ahead and do what he’s
got to do. And he swore to me that
he’s only catching squirrels.”

The Times contacted Alco Animal
and Pest Control office manager Mark
Constantino to inquire as to their opin-
ion regarding this situation.

In these circumstances, Alco rec-
ommends the one-way tunnel method,
a device that gets attached to the
entrance holes that allows the ani-
mals only an exit and not reentrance.
Once all the animals are out, the holes
are then sealed for good.

When asked if the method of trap-
ping used by BOWCO at 121
Cacciola Place was an appropriate
method, Mr. Constantino replied,
“No. What they’re doing is captur-
ing raccoons and taking them away,
but the entrances are still there and
the smell is there, so they’ll keep
coming back. It’s an ongoing prob-
lem with trapping and is not an ulti-
mate solution.”

“To put the situation into perspec-
tive, there are raccoons, rats and squir-
rels – among other things – all over
town,” said Mr. Gildea. “We even had
an issue with raccoons living right by
my office in the municipal building.
This isn’t something that people like
to hear, but this is something the town
deals with. We know that this is an
infestation, but the town is doing ev-
erything they can to do something
about it.”
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FW Council
Councilwoman Donna Dolce asked

about the outcome of the consultant
effort.

Ms. Kolaya said a library building
plan must be created, as well as a
series of other documents required,
before the borough can explore op-
tions for construction funding.

Mr. Weiss said public focus groups
and meetings would help “explore all
the questions that come up…and let
people know what we’re thinking of
[regarding] the kind of library we can
have for the two communities.”

Mr. Weiss also noted that any deci-
sion to formally dissolve and then
merge both libraries into a single in-
stitution would have to be decided by
a voter referendum at the polls.

Mayor Mahr expressed support for
moving ahead with the feasibility
study. “The state is pushing munici-
palities to share services, so I think
we’re on the right track,” she said.

“If we do it the right way,” said Ms.
Kolaya, “we could be proud of doing
something quite special and unique.”
She said there are only six joint li-
braries in the state, and no new ones
have been established since the 1960s.

Mr. Weiss said Fanwood and Scotch
Plains have an opportunity to create a
“21st-century library” that he also
envisions as “a community and cul-
tural anchor.”

The governing body decided to
move ahead with plans to install two
temporary fence-and-post garbage
enclosures – at an estimated total cost
of about $15,000 – in the parking area
behind the businesses along Martine
Avenue.

Eventually, the temporary “trash
castles” would likely be replaced with
permanent dumpster containment
structures as the Martine Avenue busi-
ness district’s facelift is completed,
officials said.
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Cacciola Place Raccoons

Publisher’s Note:
Regarding inquiries from read-

ers desiring to make a donation to
the families of the brutally mur-
dered youths in Newark last Satur-
day night, Dawn McPhee, assistant
to Mayor Cory Booker, told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the office was “in the middle of
setting up a fund” for the victims’
families where our readers could
send their contributions. As soon as
the information is available, we will
post it at goleader.com.


