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Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD CRASH…Last Wednesday, August 1, around noon, an SUV crashed
into the Fanwood house porch at 170 North Martine Avenue. The driver, Olga
Ramos-Deaguilaf, was taken to University Hospital in Newark and listed in stable
condition. No one was in the house at the time, and the house has been declared
unsafe for occupancy.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
BIG SPLASH…The Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department’s new pumper truck, Ladder One, gets a traditional wetdown
welcome to duty Saturday afternoon by residents and firefighters from Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Colonia, Avenel, South
River, South Plainfield, Possumtown (Piscataway), Garwood, Roselle Park and Clark.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REOPENING THIS FALL...Reconstruction of Charlie Brown’s Restaurant in
Scotch Plains shows signs of progress. A January 24 fire completely destroyed the
original structure.

Scotch Plains Resident Continues
Fight For 9/11 Victims’ Remains

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A township resi-
dent leading an effort to force New
York City officials to remove the re-
mains of victims of the World Trade
Center (WTC) attacks from a landfill
in Staten Island said that years of
legal roadblocks and a slow-moving
justice system have not deterred her.

Diane Horning, whose son, Mat-
thew, died in the September 11 at-
tacks in 2001, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week that while

“there are times when I lose hope, I
can’t forget it.”

In 2002, Mrs. Horning and her hus-
band, Kurt, helped found WTC Fami-
lies for Proper Burial to push for the
removal of the ashes of their loved
ones from the Fresh Kills Landfill on
Staten Island, where they have been
since the WTC clean-up.

Matthew Horning, a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
was employed by Marsh McLennan
and worked in the WTC.

Initially, the group sought to have
the victims’ ashen remains moved
from the landfill to the WTC site and
urged government officials in New
Jersey, New York State and New York
City to take whatever action was nec-

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHT OUT...Residents enjoy games, refreshments and live music during
Tuesday evening’s National Night Out at the Village Green in Scotch Plains.

Residents Question Council
On BH Community Center

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — At the
citizen’s hearing portion of Berkeley
Heights’ council meeting, most of the
discussion shifted to the proposed
community center at the Stanford
Drive site, after Tuesday night’s heat
initially delayed the meeting.

Resident Carol Matula was the first
to question the openness of the pro-
cess used to develop the plan for the
community center. She said the pub-
lic was not adequately notified re-
garding the developments of the com-
munity center.

Multiple council members rebut-
ted Ms. Matula’s statements, with
Councilman Thomas Battaglia say-
ing that a resolution to hire an archi-
tect for the project had been passed
previously and Councilman Joseph
Bruno saying the community center
had been one of the planks of his

campaign platform when he ran for
council.

Resident Tom Foregger then raised
the issue of operational cost of the
community center. He said costs of
utilities and potential staff fall under
the state’s maximum 4 percent growth
rule; he said he could not understand
the town approving the construction
without knowing such numbers.

Mr. Foregger said an earlier non-
binding referendum had shown the
community’s disapproval of a com-
munity center on township-owned
land, with space dedicated for the
senior citizen club, at a cost of $6
million. Mr. Foregger said there were
“significant similarities” between the
referendum proposal and the current
one.

Mayor David Cohen said while as-
pects of Mr. Foregger’s argument were
correct, one significant difference was

FW to Receive Extraordinary Aid;
FW, SP Libraries Plan Studies

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Borough officials
are still crunching budget numbers a
week after receiving word from the
state’s Department of Community
Affairs about Fanwood’s extraordi-
nary-municipal-aid application.

On July 31, the borough found out
it would receive $325,000 in aid this
year. The money can only be spent to
reduce the municipal property tax
levy, estimated at about $750,000 (an
approximate local tax increase of 7
percent, not including school and
county taxes) at the time the new $8.2
million spending plan was first intro-
duced on March 6.

As evidenced by a prepared agenda,
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council had expected to amend

the municipal budget – factoring in
its extraordinary aid – at a special
meeting immediately prior to their
monthly agenda meeting Tuesday
night.

However, the governing body
lacked the quorum required to make
any formal budget amendment or
other official action.

The governing body went into
closed session at the end of Tuesday
night’s meeting to discuss an unspeci-
fied issue.

Although no official explanations
or details were offered during the
meeting (no members of the public
attended), the borough’s chief finan-
cial officer, Fred Tomkins, hinted at a
litigation issue and told reporters just
before the executive session that the
budget would be on the agenda “in

some form” at the council’s regular
monthly meeting on Tuesday, August
14.

Once the budget is amended, the
governing body must advertise at least
three days in advance of a public
hearing held prior to adoption.

A few weeks ago, the borough sent
out estimated tax bills for the third
quarter to ensure that it had enough
cash flow to keep operating until the
budget is finalized; fourth quarter tax
bills will be adjusted accordingly to
reflect the extra state aid.

In other business, the council heard
a presentation by officials from the
Fanwood and Scotch Plains libraries.

Fanwood Memorial Library Direc-
tor Dan Weiss said the libraries re-
ceived a state grant of nearly $150,000
to look into “the feasibility of a joint
library serving both communities.”
This is an idea that officials have been
exploring for some time, with an eye
toward better consolidating resources
and improving services, he said.

The two libraries already work to-
gether under a less formal shared-
services agreement, but officials have
pointed to a lack of adequate space,
limited library and related technol-
ogy resources, Americans with Dis-
abilities Act compliance issues and
other limitations in operating out of
two older, relatively small buildings
about a half-mile apart.

Mr. Weiss and Scotch Plains Public
Library Director Meg Kolaya asked
the governing body to approve, at its
regular meeting next Tuesday, pro-
fessional services agreements –
funded with the grant money – to hire
a library consultant, architect and
fundraising consultant.

“We’re looking to these three con-
sultants to help shepherd us through
the feasibility process,” Mr. Weiss
said. He added that a committee was
formed by the two towns’ library di-
rectors to evaluate consultant pro-
posals and the three selected “are
really top-shelf people in their fields.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

essary to make that happen.
With the rebuilding of the site now

underway, that’s an impossibility,
Mrs. Horning admits. Now, “any lo-
cation is OK as long as it’s not in a
garbage dump,” she said.

With the WTC site no longer a
practical option for the remains, the
group seeks to have the remains re-
moved from the landfill. Mrs. Horning
said the WTC Families for Proper
Burial has put forth multiple alterna-
tives over the past few years, includ-
ing another area of the Fresh Kills site
that is not used for garbage disposal.

Although “it’s not my first choice,”
she said it would be “the least expen-
sive and fastest” alternative. City of-

Residents Begin to Receive
Property-Tax Bills This Month

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — As local residents began
to receive their property-tax bills this
month, Westfield residents also ob-
tained a letter from the town outlin-
ing where each tax dollar goes.

As reported in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last week, roughly
80 percent of residents’ tax bills in
most area towns do not go to munici-
pal government. About 60 percent of
property tax bills are spent on educa-
tion, and about 20 percent more goes
to Union County.

Westfield’s town budget is approxi-
mately $36 million, with about $20
million coming from property taxes
and the remainder from a mix of fees,
fines, state aid, last year’s surplus and
other sources, said Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea.

As outlined in the letter mailed to
residents, about $16 million goes to
wages and salaries, with police ($5.8
million), fire ($3.2 million) and pub-
lic works ($2.9 million) making up
about three-fourths of that expense,
Mr. Gildea continued.

Westfield’s operations budget
makes up another $3.1 million, with
public works utilizing $1.3 million to
support plowing, patching roads, land-
scaping and the like. An additional
$475,000 goes to support the police
department, mostly for communica-
tions technology, said Mr. Gildea.

The regional health department re-

ceives about $215,000, and the re-
mainder of the town’s operational
budget is sliced into about 40 more
relatively small pieces, said Mr.
Gildea.

Debt service consumes a portion of
most area town budgets. In the case of
Westfield, Mr. Gildea said about $1.5
million is used for paying down bond
issues and for town projects includ-
ing road improvements, capital equip-
ment like trucks, sanitary and storm
sewer upgrades and improvements to
municipal buildings, parks and fields.

All area towns face mandated costs,
which often lead to higher taxes for
residents. Largest among them, ac-
cording to Mr. Gildea, is Westfield’s
$2.2 million charge for sewerage,
billed to the town by the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority.

Pension contributions are expected
to rapidly increase due to prior under-
funding, said Mr. Gildea. Westfield
must pay about $1.5 million to fund
pensions. Another $500,000 goes to
the costs of fire hydrants this year.

One last mandated item in the
town’s budget is a reserve for uncol-
lected taxes. In Westfield, that amount
is equal to $1.9 million, though Mr.
Gildea said if all goes well, it will
prove unnecessary and will be car-
ried over to next year.

State law also mandates a formula
that determines each town’s contri-
bution to its public library.
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Mountainside Church Robber
To Appear in Court Sept. 13

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — William J.
Biunno, 71, the alleged church rob-
ber from Mountainside, appeared at
the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth for a reading of charges on
the morning of Friday, August 3.

Biunno faces two charges of theft
after surveillance cameras at his long-
time church, Our Lady of Lourdes in
Mountainside, recorded him pocket-
ing money from the church’s collec-
tion plate during Sunday Mass.

As a trustee of the church, he was

supposed to deposit the offerings into
a receptacle in the back of the church.
He is accused of stealing up to $28,000
over an 11-year period spanning back
to January 1995.

In a brief television interview with
ABC’s Eyewitness News on July 26,
Biunno said that the amount was
closer to $2,500. “The price of ciga-
rettes has gone up,” he said, as an
explanation for his actions.

At the courthouse, Biunno was read
the two charges of theft, and a future
date in court was set for September
13, according to Alice Santos of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office in
Elizabeth.

The September court date will be a
plea disposition conference, during
which the defendant and the prosecu-
tor have an opportunity to settle the
case instead of holding a criminal trial.
Judge John Triarsi of the State Supe-
rior Court will oversee the procedures
at the Union County Courthouse.

The prosecutor may offer Biunno a
lighter sentence of six months proba-
tion and a fine if he pleads guilty, Ms.
Santos said. The maximum sentence
for the charges Biunno faces is five
years in prison.

Biunno had an undisclosed attorney
present at the court on Friday, accord-
ing to Ms. Santos. She said Biunno has
until the September court date to
choose an attorney to represent him.

The Times placed multiple phone
calls to Biunno’s house of residence
on Tuesday, but Biunno could not be
reached. On one occasion, a gentle-
man answered the phone and said
Biunno was not home. “He gets in
late from work,” the man said.

A church parishioner who wished
to remain anonymous said she read
“in a local paper several years ago”
that Biunno had retired.

Penyak Patches Roof;
Raccoons Still an Issue

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The raccoons’
neighbors Arlene Green, Patricia Lee
and Miriam Lee aired their griev-
ances at the July 31 town council
meeting regarding the unpleasant ten-
ants residing at 121 Cacciola Place.

The town council acknowledged
that the raccoon issue has been ongo-
ing since last year but said the town
has been making all necessary efforts
to abate the situation. The council
stated that the issue is in the hands of
the court.

The court date originally sched-
uled for August 29 was moved to
yesterday after Times press deadline,
the neighbors and The Times learned
on Tuesday night.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins told The Times that “the
court date was moved up because we
were putting a lot of pressure on the
judge to do something about this guy,
and we were hoping that it could be
done before August 29.”

Linda B. Conrillo for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TImes
HOUSE OF WORSHIP…The Wood Valley Road home of William Biunno, who
has been charged with robbing up to $28,000 from Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside, is assessed at $158,400, according to the
Mountainside tax assessor’s office. The average assessment of a home in
Mountainside is $160,700, according to the board of education website.
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