
Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

OUR 117th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 32-2007 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, August 9, 2007USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Education ...... 6-7, 13, 15
Obituary ........ 7
Sports ............ 9-12

Real Estate .... 9-13
Classifieds .... 14
A&E .............. 16

Two-Alarm Fire
Damages Church Roof

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A two-alarm fire
occurred on Saturday evening at the
Echo Lake Church of Christ in
Westfield. According to Fire Chief
Dan Kelly, the church, located at the
intersection of East Broad Street and
Springfield Avenue, sustained “ex-
tensive damage” to the roof. No one
was hurt during the incident.

Chief Kelly said the fire depart-
ment received cell-phone calls at 6:25
p.m. on Saturday from passersby re-
porting smoke and flames on the roof.

When firefighters arrived and saw
fire conditions, a second alarm was
transmitted. Westfield received mu-
tual aid from Cranford, Plainfield,
Roselle and Springfield.

According to Chief Kelly, it took
30 minutes to put under control.

“There was extensive damage to
the roof area,” he said. “(The fire) is
under investigation by the Union
County Fire Investigation Taskforce.”

The chief said when fires occur to
houses of worship, it is county proto-
col to investigate.

He said a caretaker for the church
was on location at the time of the
incident but left the building and was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

HOPE WITH STEM CELLS...Friends of Michele Marron-Meyerhoff, a resident
of Cranford, meet in Somerset to raise funds for her stem cell treatment in her
battle to survive from  the deadly, rare disease of scleroderma. Pictured, left to
right, are: Arlene Wittig, husband and wife Gary and Michele Meyerhoff and
Larry Darrow of Westfield. See story on page 4.

Bd. Denies Cowperthwaite
App., Begins ‘Gatehouse’ App.

By MARYELLEN PALERMO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield plan-
ning board Monday night voted unani-
mously to deny an application by a
Cowperthwaite Place property owner
to replace an existing single-family
residential structure, on a 50-by-50-
foot lot, with a three-story mixed-use
structure.

Back in June, applicant Charles
Pijanowski and his representatives
introduced their proposal for a mixed-
use structure with two offices on the
first floor and two apartments on the
second and third floors.

Residents and board members
shared concerns that on-site parking
would be inadequate because, as board
member Francis Smith said, “the use
proposed is too intense.”

Elizabeth Dolan, traffic and trans-
portation engineering expert for the
applicant, testified the notations she
made after observing the availability
and turnover of parking spaces on
what she called “a typical Saturday in
town” on Cowperwaite Place and the
nearby Elm and Prospect Streets.

Ms. Dolan provided specific dates
of her visits, and said that on June 21
and 27, between the hours of 11:30
a.m. and 1:30 p.m., she found at least
two spaces available on any visits
made to Cowperwaite and additional
parking available in walking distance
to the proposed office building.

Ms. Dolan told board and audience

members, “I think we’ve identified
reasonable amount of parking on a
routine basis.”

Board member Lori Duffy chal-
lenged this statement and said she is
a frequent daytime traveler of the
roads and has “never noticed 10 or 12
open spaces,” which is why she and
several residents said they were
“wary” of a traffic study done in June.

Neighbor Patricia Dazzo shared her
unease that the study is not an accu-
rate representation of the area be-
cause she cannot park in front of her
own home on a regular basis and “in
the winter, Cowperwaite Place is a
nightmare.”

In his closing statement, Mr.
Pijanowski’s attorney, Robert Kraus,
reminded the board of the “unique”
nature of the lot combined with the
zoning ordinances.

It was not enough to secure the vote
of board member Robert Newell, who
said he was “not convinced the appli-
cant has met the criteria” and that
granting the variances would increase
detriment and make a bad situation
worse.

The final portion of the meeting
was a slight continuation of resident
Julie Marsella’s application for the
Canterbury Lane property known as
the “Little Gatehouse.”

Mr. Kraus, who also represents Ms.
Marsella, discussed a 1972 tax map
reference prepared by Fred Singer,
which surveys the parcel of land as
two once-separate lots that had been
merged together.

Mr. Kraus said no deed for the
property contains any restrictions, nor
does any succeeding deed. He said
the lot is not registered anywhere as a
“historical property.”

Due to the late hour, formal testi-
monies were not conclusive and au-
dience members did not have the
chance to speak; they will have the
opportunity to do so at the board’s
September 6 meeting.

RAZE THE ROOF…Joseph Penyak, owner of 121 Cacciola Place, patched up the
raccoons’ holes on the house’s roof on August 2.

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader
YOU’RE IT…Teens in grades 6 through 8 enrolled in the Westfield summer
playground program experience laser tag at Tamaques Park last Friday. Combat
Sports, out of Manalapan, set up the course, which featured large “inflatables”
that the children hid behind to avoid being shot. The Westfield Recreation
Department organized the event.

Mountainside Church Robber
To Appear in Court Sept. 13

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — William J.
Biunno, 71, the alleged church rob-
ber from Mountainside, appeared at
the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth for a reading of charges on
the morning of Friday, August 3.

Biunno faces two charges of theft
after surveillance cameras at his long-
time church, Our Lady of Lourdes in
Mountainside, recorded him pocket-
ing money from the church’s collec-
tion plate during Sunday Mass.

As a trustee of the church, he was
supposed to deposit the offerings into
a receptacle in the back of the church.
He is accused of stealing up to $28,000
over an 11-year period spanning back

to January 1995.
In a brief television interview with

ABC’s Eyewitness News on July 26,
Biunno said that the amount was
closer to $2,500. “The price of ciga-
rettes has gone up,” he said, as an
explanation for his actions.

At the courthouse, Biunno was read
the two charges of theft, and a future
date in court was set for September
13, according to Alice Santos of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office in
Elizabeth.

The September court date will be a
plea disposition conference, during
which the defendant and the prosecu-
tor have an opportunity to settle the
case instead of holding a criminal trial.
Judge John Triarsi of the State Supe-
rior Court will oversee the procedures
at the Union County Courthouse.

The prosecutor may offer Biunno a
lighter sentence of six months proba-
tion and a fine if he pleads guilty, Ms.
Santos said. The maximum sentence
for the charges Biunno faces is five
years in prison.

Biunno had an undisclosed attorney
present at the court on Friday, accord-
ing to Ms. Santos. She said Biunno has
until the September court date to
choose an attorney to represent him.

The Westfield Leader placed mul-
tiple phone calls to Biunno’s house of
residence on Tuesday, but Biunno
could not be reached. On one occa-
sion, a gentleman answered the phone
and said Biunno was not home. “He
gets in late from work,” the man said.

A church parishioner who wished
to remain anonymous said she read
“in a local paper several years ago”
that Biunno had retired.

Town OKs $3.19-Million
Bond to Reconstruct Pools

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
on Tuesday night unanimously ap-
proved a $3.19-million special bond
ordinance to authorize improvements
to the Memorial Pool complex and
awarded a contract to reconstruct the
main and wading pools.

The council unanimously awarded
the contract to Ray Palmer Associ-
ates, located in Dover, which had
submitted the lowest bid at $2.4 mil-
lion.

In pre-conference, Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea deemed the under-
taking, which will be completed in
the pool’s off-season, “a very major
project.”

At last week’s planning-board ses-
sion, engineer John Belle of Kinsey
Associates, who oversaw the bid pro-
cess, said the company’s low bid
should not be a concern.

He said, “If I was even remotely
concerned, I wouldn’t have given
them a recommendation. They are
very professional and thorough.”

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse, chairman of the finance-
policy committee, said that even

though the bid was “well below” the
$3.19 million, part of the bond appro-
priates money for a 15-percent con-
tingency fee and a project-manage-
ment fee.

All totaled, he estimated an expen-
diture of closer to $2.9 million, al-
lowing for “a little bit of a buffer.”

He added that once the town has
finalized the costs next spring, “we
will probably be repealing (the bal-
ance).”

After the town awarded the con-
tract, Mr. Gildea said, “The profes-
sional staff and the recreation direc-
tor are very eager to finally start to get
it done on time and have an excellent
pool complex for the next 50-plus
years.”

Town Clerk Claire Gray read a
letter from administrative analyst of
the state Board of Public Utilities
(BPU), Karen Marlowe, sent to Gwen
Cogan, franchise services manager
of Verizon, and copied to the clerk
and the mayor.

The letter concerned Westfield’s
request for a return line from Verizon.
This would enable Verizon custom-
ers to view public-access channels,

Cacciola Property Owner Patches
Roof; Raccoons Still an Issue

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The raccoons’
neighbors Arlene Green, Patricia Lee
and Miriam Lee aired their griev-
ances at the July 31 town council
meeting regarding the unpleasant ten-
ants residing at 121 Cacciola Place.

The town council acknowledged
that the raccoon issue has been ongo-
ing since last year but said the town
has been making all necessary efforts
to abate the situation. The council
stated that the issue is in the hands of
the court.

The court date originally sched-

uled for August 29 was moved to
yesterday after Westfield Leader press
deadline, the neighbors and The
Leader learned on Tuesday night.

Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins told The Leader that “the
court date was moved up because we
were putting a lot of pressure on the
judge to do something about this guy,
and we were hoping that it could be
done before August 29.”

Ms. Kimmins, who was out of town
yesterday, said, “I hope the judge
does something to make [the neigh-
bors] happy. We really are trying to
do something for them.”

“There are a lot of moving parts
with this issue,” said Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea. “Take the raccoons
out of the picture for a minute – the
town wants to see this house come
down, but [the owner’s] application
has not been deemed complete.”

According to town planner Judith
Thornton, property owner Joseph
Penyak has modified his original plans
regarding the demolition and rebuild-
ing of the property by reducing the
size of the building from three bed-
room units down to two and has re-
quested variance relief.

Mr. Penyak has changed enough in
his blueprints that the zoning office
can review it. “My preliminary re-
view says there was enough change
in variance that the application could
be reviewed,” said Ms. Thornton.

Once his application is completed,
it will go to the board of adjustment.
If the board approves Mr. Penyak’s
plan for the property, it will then
become an issue for the building de-
partment to acquire a building permit
and a demolition permit, said Mr.
Gildea.

However, before the demolition can
take place, it must be presented to the
town council. The town council re-
quires the proposal be submitted at its
meeting in order to be aware of the
existence or future existence of va-
cant lots around town. Although the
council does not have the power to
reject the proposal, it can defer the
demolition, Mr. Gildea said.

“We’d like the property owner to
be faster, but he is trying to comply,”
said Mr. Gildea. “We’re (the town)
doing the best we can. Everyone is
entitled to due process, and he’ll have

Linda B. Conrillo for The Westfield Leader
HOUSE OF WORSHIP…The Wood Valley Road home of William Biunno, who
has been charged with robbing up to $28,000 from Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside, is assessed at $158,400, according to the
Mountainside tax assessor’s office. The average assessment of a home in
Mountainside is $160,700, according to the board of education website.
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Mountainside Police Officers Rescue
Woman, 77, from House Fire

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
THE ROOF IS ON FIRE…Firefighters on the roof of 1203 Wyoming Drive in Mountainside try to contain a fire after
rescuing a 77-year old woman who was trapped inside.

By EBONY MCQUEEN
and LINDA CONDRILLO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – A Tuesday
afternoon fire caused extensive smoke
and water damage to a borough home
at 1203 Wyoming Drive.

Police officers found Lena Amos,
77, downstairs in her home after a fire
started in an upstairs bedroom, police

said.
Nicholas Mancinelli reported the

fire at approximately 4:07 p.m. to the
Mountainside Police Department.
Upon arrival, Police Officer Mike
Pasquale kicked in the front door but
could not get in. “There was a tre-
mendous amount of smoke inside the
house when we arrived, which made
it hard for us to breathe,” Officer
Pasquale said.

Officer Pasquale, along with Po-
lice Officer William Stotling, De-
tective Michael Jackson and Cor-
poral Richard Latargia, ran to the
back of the house to find Ms. Amos
standing in front of the sliding glass

doors.
According to Officer Pasquale, the

woman was lethargic.
“We kicked in the door and found

an elderly woman,” Officer Pasquale
told The Westfield Leader.

The Mountainside Fire Department
arrived on the scene shortly after the
area was secure. Springfield,
Plainfield, Summit, Cranford and
Westfield fire departments also as-
sisted with the fire.

The Union County Arson Investi-
gation team was also on the scene but
said nothing suspicious was detected.

The total cost of damage to the
property is $120,000.


