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NJ Legislators’ Voting Records
Are Given a Database View

The voting records of each elected official for all
bills in the New Jersey Legislature for 2007 have
been posted on the Internet at njleg.state.nj.us. To
our knowledge, this is the first time these records

have been posted.
Records from the legislature website are zip files

containing CSV data format (comma separated vari-
ables). The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times imported the files into database and
spreadsheet programs for analysis. Spreadsheet files
can be downloaded at goleader.com/features.

Several queries were conducted on the database,
which contains 10,360 records for the State Senate

and 28,080 for the State Assembly. Records of
committee votes were also retrieved but are not part
of this review. Assembly committee data comprise
8,709 records, and Senate committee data comprise
5,429 records.

Reviews were conducted of the voting records for
bills presented in final form for passage. Other
interim votes, such as for tabling or amendments,
were not studied.

In both the Senate and the Assembly, all bills
presented for final consideration passed. None were
defeated. In the Senate, all 187 bills presented for
final passage were approved. In the Assembly, all

Bill        Senate Most Contested Yes No Null

A4      CORE proposals 21 16 3 

A2      Est. Comptroller Office 22 17 1 

S2483   School Pension Fund 22 12 6 

S3000   Budget $33.4 Billion 22 15 3 

A100    Clean Elections Pilot 23 9 8 

A2804   Prohibit Creosote 23 14 3 

S2247   Prevailing wages 23 15 2 

S2545   Holmdel Surplus 23 5 12 

A1044   Plant closings 24 12 4 

A4009   Constr. Employees 24 12 4 

A5002   Uniform Tax Law 24 12 4 

A5004   Prof. Liab. tax 24 12 4 

S2040   Alcohol Bev. Lic. 25 13 2 

S1929   Insur. Hire 26 12 2 

S2641   Smoking w/child 26 2 12 

S2650   Env. laws-updates 26 7 7 

A1      Prop Taxes 28 10 2 

A1016   HVAC Lic. 28 8 4 

Senators Voting Least Yes No Null Total 

Bryant, Wayne 147 2 38 149 

Lesniak, Raymond 150 0 37 150 

Adler, John 151 1 35 152 

James, Sharpe 156 0 31 156 

McCullough, James 150 6 31 156 

Area Assembly      Yes No Null Total

Green, Jerry 286 0 0 286 

Stender, Linda 285 0 1 285 

Cryan, Joseph 284 0 2 284 

Cohen, Neil M. 284 2 0 286 

Bramnick, Jon M. 263 22 1 285 

Munoz, Eric 261 24 1 285 

Assembly (most ‘No’) Yes No Null Total

Merkt, Richard 185 100 1 285 

Karrow, Marcia 201 84 1 285 

Carroll, Michael 202 82 2 284 

Doherty, Michael 206 79 1 285 

Gregg, Guy 214 71 1 285 

McHose, Alison 216 69 1 285 

Other Area Senators Yes No Null Total

Scutari, Nicholas 175 3 9 178 

Kean, Thomas 172 14 1 186 

Codey, Richard 187 0 0 187 

Senators Most ‘No’ Votes Yes No Null Total 

Kyrillos, Joseph M. 161 21 5 182 

Ciesla, Andrew R. 161 20 6 181 

Bark, Martha W. 165 19 3 184 

Inverso, Peter A. 158 19 10 177 

Connors, Leonard T. (part year) 96 16  112 

Singer, Robert W. 171 15 1 186 

Littell, Robert E. 145 15 27 160 

Bucco, Anthony R. 153 14 20 167 

Kean, Thomas H. 172 14 1 186 

Kavanaugh, Walter J. 153 14 20 167 

Martin, Robert J. 174 13 0 187 

Allen, Diane B. 169 13 5 182 

McNamara, Henry P. (part year) 65 12   

Lance, Leonard 175 12 0 187 

Cardinale, Gerald 158 10 19 168 

286 bills presented for final passage were approved.
Eleven of the 40 senators never cast a ‘No’ vote.

They are Richard Codey, Joseph Coniglio, Joseph
Doria, John Girgenti, Sharpe James, Ellen Karcher,

Bernard Kenny, Raymond Lesniak, Ronald Rice,
Bob Smith and Stephen Sweeney. In the Assembly,
22 of the 80 assemblypersons never cast a ‘No’ vote.

Tables are shown here for several summaries,
including most contested Senate bills; senators that
voted the least number of times for reason of ab-
sence, or other;  senators that cast the most ‘No’ votes
and assemblypersons of interest in our area along

with those voting ‘No’ the most times.
In the Assembly, there were 22,519 votes cast by

80 legislators covering 286 bills of which 95 percent
were ‘Yes.’ In the Senate, there were 7,480 votes cast
by 40 legislators covering 187 bills of which 88
percent were ‘Yes.’

Can anything be concluded from this? One might
say that the vote for final passage of a bill in the New
Jersey Legislature is largely ceremonial and that the

issues are determined in private through committees
and caucuses before being presented to the floor for
public debate and vote. One might also conclude that
many legislators don’t vote on the issues, but vote
instead along party lines and in line with the power
structure. It’s surprising to us that there are many

legislators that have never cast a ‘No’ vote.
With this massive amount of data now available,

we hope those more skilled than us will spend time
analyzing and reporting its meaning for the purpose
of improving government operations and voter knowl-
edge in electing officials to the legislature.

Promise Made, Promise
Kept with SP Website
I for one would like to recognize and

thank Councilman Glover for delivering
on his commitment to push for and de-
liver a new Township of Scotch Plains
website that is not only filled with useful
and helpful information and facts about
our Township, but it also looks great and
is easy to navigate. Our new site is one
that we can be proud of. Give it a try at
Scotchplainsnj.com.

Thanks again, councilman, and all the
members of our township’s technology
committee (of which my husband is a
member) for your fine efforts and a job
well done.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

West Broad Street Traffic Violations
Are Ticket Writing Field Days

Can anything be done to enforce the
speed limit on West Broad Street
[Westfield]? From 7 a.m. until 7 p.m.,
cars are speeding through as if it was a
highway. I have had one car totaled
while parked in front of my house at 10
p.m. years ago by a careless driver. I
recently sat in my car while parked in
front of my house and experienced being
“sideswiped” by a speeding car that ended
up causing significant damage to their
rear view mirror.

I know there is a speeding detector on
the block, but that is doing nothing to
deter the many cars that travel this road-
way. It is impossible to cross this street

at 7:30 a.m. during the weekday without
risking life and/or limb. This is a resi-
dential area with a school on the block.

And has anyone noticed the number
of drivers that are not obeying the signs
at the circle? Why am I yielding to speed-
ing cars while I legally have the right of
way? If you don’t slow down and yield,
you are risking serious injury.

An unmarked police car at either of
these locations would have a ticket-writ-
ing field day, observing all the violations
that are going on a daily basis.

Jill Anderson
Westfield

Resident Wants Invitation to the
Mountain Ave. House Warming Party
I was delighted to read Ms. Puleio’s

letter in the July 26 edition of The Westfield
Leader. I thought there would be other
letters, so I am adding my own [regarding
the new home being constructed on Moun-
tain Avenue].

God bless the owners of this edifice for
choosing Westfield as their residence.
They have chosen wisely. I certainly hope
their property taxes will exceed mine,
especially since my husband and I are
both retired.

I assume the plans for this structure,
which I personally, have chosen to call
“Taj Mahal West,” (major homes gener-
ally do have names associated with them,
do they not?) were reviewed and ap-

proved, objectively by the appropriate
boards in the town. Since I noticed steel
structure at the beginning of construction
(I am not an architect nor building ex-
pert), I thought there was going to be a
non-residence facility (school, maybe,
with those 50 some odd windows; jail,
maybe – is that a conning tower?). I am
happy it will be, indeed, a residence.

I wish the owners good luck in their
new home. I hope they don’t really need
pagers to communicate with each other
from one end of the place to the other. To
the owners: please send me an invitation
to your house warming party. I can’t wait.

Marilyn Gulotta
Westfield

At Wychwood, Property Rights Prevail
Over Historic Preservation Interest

Over the past few weeks, I have been
reading, with increasing frustration, about
the proposed subdivision of the property
called “The Gatehouse” and the attempt
by some Wychwood residents to derail it.
In an article in the July 26 edition of The
Westfield Leader describing the efforts of
the objectors, one neighbor suggested
that they “make it a real issue and get the
whole town involved.”

I agree. Let’s indeed get the whole
town involved — in protecting and de-
fending the private property rights of one
of our citizens (or “upstarts” as so chari-
tably labeled by one objector). That so
many people are willing to abnegate a
fellow citizen’s sacred right to legally
dispose of his property as he sees fit is
truly alarming. As I understand it, the
structure in question is not a designated
historic landmark nor does the proposed
subdivision even require a variance from
the zoning ordinances. This being the

case, I find no validity whatsoever to the
objectors’ position.

As the law stands now, short of buying
the property themselves, the objectors
may just have to accept that in this situa-
tion the property owner’s rights trump
theirs. From the statements in the July 26
article, the objectors apparently recog-
nize that their position is completely de-
void of legal underpinnings so now they
are conjuring a transparently phony traf-
fic issue on sleepy Canterbury Road.
Maybe these people should think for a
second about how they will react when
strangers try to thwart a permissible use
of their own property.

Of course, historic preservation is a
worthy goal and it is difficult to see a
neighborhood change, but when balanced
against the legal use of private property,
I side with the sanctity of private property
rights every time.

Susan Moryan
Westfield

Westfield Street Music is a Protected
Form of Artistic Free Speech

Westfield has become a town of flour-
ishing artistic and cultural diversity. This
is exemplified by Westfield’s rich offer-
ings of musical venues. Among the var-
ied types of musical performances, the
practice of “busking” has migrated from
the streets of Soho to the sidewalks of
downtown Westfield.

The word “busking” is a British term,
defined in Wikopedia.com, as “the prac-
tice of doing live performances in public
places to entertain people, usually to
solicit donations and tips.” Those who
perform busking are referred to as
buskers. The term most often used in the
U.S. is street performers or street musi-
cians. Busking or street music is a pro-
tected form of (artistic) free speech.

The practice of busking has become
an issue of controversy in downtown
Westfield. Director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, Sherry Cronin
demanded last week that a busker (Al
Madison, my husband) cease his regular
performances on Tuesday nights, in front
of the Brick Oven, when the DWC pays
other musicians to perform at other down-
town locations. When she was denied
this request, she asked the owner of the
Brick Oven to prohibit Mr. Madison
from collecting tips. However, the
Westfield Police Department and other
town officials have clarified that the
DWC is stepping outside of its authority
in this unreasonable demand. The
Westfield Police Department has con-
firmed that there are no local ordinances

prohibiting busking in Westfield. They
have told the owner of the Brick Oven
that he is permitted to allow Mr. Madi-
son to perform in front of his restaurant
and to solicit tips. Other types of busi-
nesses are permitted to solicit tips, in-
cluding waiters and waitresses. It is a
perfectly respectable practice.

A local agency should not expect a
municipality to violate someone’s First
Amendment rights. Those who would
limit or prohibit busking should ask them-
selves if they would want someone else
prohibiting their artistic preferences or
limiting their First Amendment rights.
Westfield is to be commended for cel-
ebrating the rich cultural heritage of all
music by permitting busking to flourish
on the streets of downtown.

Other interesting information on the
topic of busking can be found in
Wilkopedia including: Busking can re-
fer to any type of street entertainment,
including not only music, but also clown-
ing, improvisation, poetry, balloon mod-
eling, dancing, acrobatics, magic or jug-
gling. Some of the most famous artists
and groups that started their careers as
buskers include, the Blue Man Group,
Cirque Du Soleil, Bob Hope, George
Burns, Rod Stewart, Dolly Parton, Billy
Joel, Eric Clapton, Simon and Garfunkel,
Jimmy Buffett, Bob Dylan, Joan Baez,
Judy Collins, Robin Williams and Joni
Mitchell.

Deborah Madison
North Plainfield

Open Space Trust Fund is not an
Endless Source of Money

Once again, Mayor Marks [Scotch
Plains] has invoked the myth of his mys-
tical magical Open Space Trust Fund to
justify having Scotch Plains spend money
on a pet project of his without having to
explain why the taxpayers should foot the
bill. He is reported to have said that a
substantial portion of the $1,800,000 cost
for the proposed South Side turf field
would be financed by the Open Space
Trust Fund and that the impact on the
budget and taxpayers would be nil. This
would be hard to believe because the fund
has no more than about half that amount
in it, but Mayor Marks has done even
better than this before.

In a previous letter to the editor, a
resident concerned about misrepresenta-
tions with respect to the Open Space Trust
Fund by our mayor pointed out that she
had read that the Scotch Plains Town
Council approved a $380,000 bond ordi-
nance to finance additional parkland at
Jerseyland Park. It was said at that time
that the transaction would be funded with
Township Open Space Trust Fund money.
She also said she read that the township
government at one point intended to pur-
chase the western half of the Cooper Road
island for $350,000 using money from
the Open Space Trust fund. So in 2006 at
least $730,000 was spent justified by the
fact it would come out of Scotch Plains’s
Open Space Trust Fund.

It turns out that only $140,000 was
used from the Open Space Trust Fund in
2006 and none of the remaining funds
were reserved to pay any future bond
payments. I doubt if too many people who
think about this believe that the taxpayers
are not going to pay the additional

$590,000 through “higher taxes.”
Apparently, when the mayor says a

project is being financed by the Open
Space Trust Fund, he means that the fund
is being used for the down payment, and
the balance is to be funded by a bond that
our taxpayers will have to pay off for
years to come.

It’s time for the mayor to acknowl-
edged that the “Open Space Trust Fund”
is not an endless source of funds for any
project he likes. The money in the Open
Space Trust Fund should be used to pay
down the bonds for the properties alleged
to have been bought with money from
that fund; and if the turf field is to built,
tell the truth that our taxes will go up and
the impact on the budget and the tax
payers will be more than nil.

The council should continue the ques-
tioning Councilman Kevin Glover is re-
ported to have started and not be a rubber
stamp for the mayor. If the previous coun-
cil had lived up to its responsibilities, we
would not have the miniature golf course
or the municipal building debacles we are
presently faced with. We don’t need an-
other miscalculation on the part of this
administration that the taxpayers will wind
up paying for.

If the taxpayers are to be forced to pay
for a second turf field before the first one
is constructed, the administration should
lay their cards on the table and permit an
honest public discussion.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: Mr. Samuel is Scotch
Plains Democratic Committee Chair.

Master Gardeners
Thank Community

The Master Gardeners of Union County
thank the community for its support dur-
ing our Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale
this past May. This is our only major
fundraiser of the year. The funds we raise
enable us to offer horticulture programs
to nursing homes, schools and other com-
munity organizations, to grow fresh veg-
etables in our “Sharing Garden” for dis-
tribution to shelters, community food
banks and soup kitchens, to provide speak-
ers on gardening topics and to grant an-
nual awards to Union County Vocational
Technical School’s (UCVTS) horticul-
ture students and for 4-H gardening ac-
tivities with children.

We would also like to thank the follow-
ing individuals and nurseries for their
support of our Fair: Bonnie Baldasare and
UCVTS, Amberg Perennial Farm and
Garden Center of Scotch Plains; Bartell
Farm and Garden Supply of Clark; Dreyer
Farms of Cranford; Miele’s Greenhouses
of Clark; Williams Nursery of Westfield;
the Union County Freeholders, the county
Parks and Recreation, Public Works and
the Union County Police Department.

New Jersey Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist Rutgers New
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station
(NJAES) Cooperative Extension in its
mission to deliver horticulture programs
and information to the general public.
Anyone with an interest in gardening and
a commitment to volunteer service can
become a Master Gardener. No previous
education or training in horticulture is
required.

A new Master Gardener class is start-
ing this fall at the Union County RCE
office in Westfield. Contact Lynne
Orlofsky at (908) 654-9854 for an appli-
cation.

Joanne Krueger, Fair Chair
Scotch Plains

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Physeter – A sperm whale
2. Brunion – A nectarine
3. Teratism – A monstrosity; a mal-

formed fetus
4. Decertation – A fight or contest for

mastery

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MARICOLOUS
1. Bearing, producing, or furnishing

pearls
2. Causing a condition of progressive

emaciation
3. Marine or sea-dwelling
4. In geology, marked with scars or

crevices
SOBRIQUET

1. A formal sitting or meeting of a court
2. A pleasant stroll
3. A nickname
4. Wet mud

SALERATUS
1. An evergreen shrub which bears the

salal berry
2. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
3. A hall or a room
4. Baking soda

IMPINGUATION
1. The act of pawning or condition of

being pawned
2. A dashing or clashing
3. In falconry, repair of a hawk’s feath-

ers or wings
4. A flattened state or condition

Prosecutor Seeks
Accident Information

The Union County Prosecutor’s Office
is appealing to the public for information
about a fatal motor vehicle collision that
occurred in Elizabeth on July 21, 2007 at
approximately 8:45 p.m. at the intersec-
tion of First Street and Ripley Place. The
collision resulted in the death of 5-year-
old Jayxis Nieves.

Anyone with information of the acci-
dent is asked to call: Det. Patricia Gusmano
of the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
at (908) 527-4618 or Det. Richard
Hernandez of the Elizabeth Police De-
partment at (908) 558-2066.

NJ Treasury Extends
Rebate Filing Deadline

TRENTON – “Rebate checks for eli-
gible nonsenior, nondisabled homeowners
who file their applications by the original
August 15, 2007, deadline are scheduled
to be mailed in the fall. Checks for appli-
cations filed between August 16 and the
extended deadline of October 31, 2007,
will be issued as quickly as possible...”

Legislative District 20 officials have
established training programs for next
week in Elizabeth, Kenilworth, Roselle
and Union to assist in filing out the rebate
forms. Residents in those towns can call
(908) 624-0880 to register.

For questions in the Scotch Plains area,
call LD22 office at (908) 668-1900.

For questions in the Westfield area,
call LD 21 office at (908) 232-3673.
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