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Fanwood Planning Board
Postpones Subdivision Vote

By LIZA KATZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Plan-
ning Board met last Wednesday to
discuss new developments in the bor-
ough, particularly the newly proposed
“Beverly Estates.” At the beginning of
the meeting, two residents expressed
their wishes to add onto their homes.

Donna Keen of 145 King Street
plans to add an above-ground pool,
and Shobana Ravishankar of 220
Farley Avenue plans to build a deck.
Neither Ms. Keen nor Ms.
Ravishankar faced any objections, and
the board approved both applications.

The board talked about alternative
plans for zoning-map adoption, now
that the Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) program is “off the
table,” according to board chairman
Gregory Cummings. Board members
also continued their discussion on the
redevelopment of South Avenue in
downtown Fanwood and the need to
resolve the parking issues that might
arise. Before opening the meeting to
the public, they questioned the neces-
sity of professionals’ attendance at
agenda meetings.

When the meeting opened for pub-
lic questions and comments, residents
of both Fanwood and Scotch Plains
conferred about the pending major
subdivision of lots at 227 and 243
Midway Avenue. EKA Associates has
proposed the new development,
Beverly Estates.

The applicants, Donald and Debbie
Close, proposed demolition of the
two residences that currently stand

on the lots to make way for the subdi-
vision of the properties and construc-
tion of three single-family residences.
They sought multiple variances, in-
cluding ones for lot width, lot front-
age and front-yard setback.

Residents of Midway Avenue and
the surrounding area voiced their con-
cerns about storm-water management
in the area.

Multiple people brought up their
present situations, saying they are
concerned about water overflowing
in Cedar Brook or staying on their
properties and flooding their homes,
as happened during Hurricane Floyd
in 1999. One resident said he worries
about flooding every time four inches
or more of rain is predicted and asked
the board not to “make the situation
worse.”

Both the board and the developer
said they recognized water as the
main concern.

“The big issue that everyone’s fo-
cusing on is the water,” board mem-
ber Matthew Glennan said. He added,
“Either you have confidence in the
engineering or you don’t.”

Ideally, he said, the situation would
improve when the development is
built because there are new ways to
control runoff that older developments
do not have in place.

“To me, the positives do outweigh
the negatives [as long as certain re-
quirements are met],” said board
member John Deitch, who voted for
the application.

Some board members said they still
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Officials to Meet With Residents
About Forest Road Park Upgrades

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood officials
say they hope to hold a meeting some-
time next month at which residents
could provide input and suggestions
for improving the fields and other
facilities at Forest Road Park.

On July 23, representatives from
multiple youth sports organizations
that use the fields met with Council-
men David Valian and Joseph Higgins
and borough Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky to discuss not only the two
baseball fields but also other areas of
the park, which include two tennis
courts, a basketball court, a street
hockey rink, a playground and a com-

munity building.
Mr. Valian told The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Times that “nothing was set
in stone” as far as recommendations.
He said that “we just wanted to get
feedback” from the sports leagues
before borough officials schedule a
meeting with residents, which Mr.
Valian hopes will take place in Sep-
tember.

Besides Fanwood officials, Russ
Yeager of the Police Athletic League,
Sean Murphy of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Soccer Association and
Rick Sands of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Association
attended last week’s meeting.

At an abbreviated meeting about

the park in June, officials discussed
the condition of the two ballfields,
which they said has been a concern
for years. They said the ground has
hardened to the point that a well-hit
ground ball can skip across the field
and past players so quickly that it
turns into a homerun. In addition,
rocks, pebbles and glass have come
through the dirt, much of which was
donated landfill from Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and Westfield years
ago to fill in the two fields.

At last week’s meeting, Mr. Valian
said the discussion of the ballfields
was brief because their condition
would definitely be a top priority.
Instead, attendants cited the hockey
rink and tennis courts for possible
improvements.

“The rink is falling apart,” Mr.
Valian said, and “needs to be cleaned
up.” Officials suggested that the rink
could be moved further towards the
park’s perimeter in an effort to maxi-
mize the overall available space. An-
other suggestion was that a tennis
wall could be installed for individual
players.

Mr. Murphy of the soccer associa-
tion said that if the baseball fields
were refurbished, it would be helpful
if the entire playing area were leveled
off because the uneven topography
on the outskirts of the park makes it
hazardous to play soccer.

After residents provide their sug-
gestions at the meetings planned for
the fall, Mr. Valian says he hopes to be
able to compile a list of the park’s
needs so the borough engineer can
first conduct soil samples of the ball
fields. After that, the borough council
will decide on the level of funding
required in next year’s municipal bud-
get.

Last year, the borough council was
prepared to spend $110,000 for a new
irrigation system at the park, similar to
what was installed at LaGrande Park
in Fanwood. However, the council
decided earlier this year to first
investigate the problems further and
receive input from sports leagues and
residents. In addition, Mr. Budiansky
will send residents a recreation survey
in the fall that will include questions
about Forest Road Park.

Tax Bills Arrive; Municipalities Say
Mandated Costs Cause Increases

By WAYNE BAKER, TED RITTER
and FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – With tax bills in most area
towns arriving recently, municipali-
ties are dealing with mandated in-
creases and advising their constitu-
ents that the bulk of taxes collected
go towards other entities.

The Town of Westfield included a
letter with each of its bills outlining
where each tax dollar goes. While
area municipalities have differing tax
rates, this format provides a method
of looking at each municipality’s suc-
cess in managing its municipal and
school costs relative to the costs of
the county government.

As described in the Westfield’s tax
letter, for every dollar collected by
the town, 17 cents remains with the
town, while 62 cents go to the
Westfield School District and the re-
maining 21 cents go to Union County.

Calculations based on Scotch
Plains’ tax rate put 18 cents into mu-
nicipal coffers, with 64 cents going to
schools and 18 cents to the county.

Fanwood’s numbers, based on esti-
mated tax rates, leave 21 cents with
the municipality and give 62 cents
and 17 cents to schools and the county,
respectively.

Fanwood officials say they expect
to hear “any day now” from the state
on its level of municipal aid. However,
since officials are still waiting for final
numbers, the borough has been unable
to amend and adopt the budget intro-
duced at a March 6 special meeting.

“I really thought by now we would
have gotten the information, but
there’s nothing any of us can do about
it,” said Fred Tomkins, the borough’s
chief financial officer, in a phone
interview. “It’s frustrating.”

Fanwood is not alone. Garwood’s
Deputy Tax Collector Aggie Kurzweil
noted that Garwood, awaiting word
on extraordinary state aid, had to mail
estimated bills on July 13.

Municipalities: Mandated
Costs Lead to Rising Taxes

“Nobody likes to increase taxes,”
Scotch Plains Township Manager

Thomas Atkins said. “But with all the
mandated expenses on the horizon,”
such as state pension contributions
and contributions to the local sewage
authority, “I don’t see it getting any
easier.”

Looking forward, Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea commented
that Westfield “may need to appeal to
the local finance board to get relief
from the 4-percent cap.”

He pointed out that the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA)
municipal assessment would rise
about $1 million next year – a 2.8-
percent increase before other man-
dated costs.

He noted that the bulk of the rate
increase is for debt service, some-
thing which, when assumed by a town,
is exempt from the state’s 4-percent
cap. RVSA’s rate increase affects 11
municipalities in Union and
Middlesex counties, including
Westfield, Garwood and
Mountainside.

According to Plainfield Area Re-
gional Sewerage Authority (PARSA)
Executive Director Robert Villee,
about 45 percent of Scotch Plains
uses PARSA, in addition to 90 per-
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A JOB WELL DONE… Scotch Plains Police Detective Shawn Johnson, fore-
ground, takes a moment to congratulate his Junior Police class on a job well done
after a week of basic police training.

Junior Police Academy Brings
Law Enforcement to Life

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NOWHERE TO GO...Area drivers will follow a Lamberts Mill Road detour while
West Broad Street is closed for repaving.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CELEBRITY APPEARANCE?...Harry Potter, otherwise known as Martin
Sweeney of Scotch Plains, participates in the Westfield 5K Run last Wednesday
through the downtown area.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Since 2006,
the Scotch Plains Junior Police Acad-
emy, located at the John H. Stamler
Police Academy, has brought the
world of law enforcement to life. On
July 24, the Junior Academy gradu-
ated its Class of 2007 at a ceremony
in front of family and friends.

The academy offered 28 young
Scotch Plains recruits a view of career
opportunities in a hands-on environ-
ment during the one-week basic class.

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment introduced the graduates to its
mission, “To Protect, Serve, and
Maintain Our Quality of Life,” in an
effort to foster insights into police
practices and services

The Junior Police Academy pro-
gram, coordinated by Captain Steven
Friedman and Sergeant Ernesto
Hernandez, offered a glimpse in a

wide array of training topics, includ-
ing police traffic investigation and
reconstruction, DUI arrests, narcot-
ics investigations, CPR and fire re-
sponse and disciplinary practices in
the academy for officers of the future.

Guest speakers included the UC
SWAT team, UC Sheriff Canine, Union
County Bomb Squad, Norstar, Scotch
Plains Fire and Rescue Squads and the
Rahway High School drill team, ranked
number two in the country.

“What I discussed with the recruits
was that this is a snapshot in the world
of law enforcement. These youths were
encouraged by their parents, and they
expressed an interest in the program
and law enforcement in general,” said
Police Chief Brian Mahoney. “This
was a good way for us as a department
to bring the community together and
show them what we’re about and what
we do…Hopefully they found it to be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

COLLECTION BASKET CASE...
Bill Biunno, former president of the
Rotary Club of Mountainside, has
been charged with robbing up to
$28,000 from Our Lady of Lourdes
church. Biunno is pictured above as
he presented scholarships at a Ro-
tary awards luncheon in June.

Police Charge Mountainside
Man With Robbing Church

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — William J.
Biunno, 71, of Mountainside has been
charged with stealing up to $28,000
from his church, Our
Lady of Lourdes in
Mountainside.

Officials an-
nounced the charges
on Thursday after-
noon following an in-
depth investigation
headed by the Union
County Prosecutor’s
Office and Detective
Michael Jackson of
the Mountainside
Police Department.

Police accuse
Biunno of stealing
from the church’s
collection plate dur-
ing Sunday Mass,
beginning in January
of 1995. Buinno is a
longtime member of
the church, serving as a trustee, an
usher and a choir member.

As a trustee of the church, it was his
responsibility to deposit the contents
of the plate into a receptacle after
counting the offerings. It was during
this time that the thefts occurred, po-
lice said.

Last year, suspicions began to rise
among the church officials. A sur-
veillance camera recorded unusual
movements by Biunno, but the cam-
era was not stationed at the best angle

to see exactly what
he was doing, po-
lice said.

When church of-
ficials installed
more cameras to
monitor Biunno’s
activities, the foot-
age depicted
Biunno taking
money out of the
plate and putting it
in his pocket, po-
lice said.

The tapes were
brought to the
Mountainside Po-
lice, and Biunno
was removed from
his position as a
trustee.

Church officials
made parishioners aware of the situ-
ation in March of this year, withhold-
ing any major details until the pros-
ecutor addressed the issue.

“At the time, we added that the indi-
vidual was no longer in a position of trust
in the parish, and that I, out of Christian

Georgia Mierswa for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHT AT THE MOVIES...Parents, children and movie lovers of all ages pull up lawn chairs and spread out blankets at
dusk in LaGrande Park on Tuesday to watch Night at the Museum, free of charge, as a part of one of Fanwood’s weekly
summer movie nights.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FEDERAL FUNDS...Rep. Mike Ferguson visits the Wilf Jewish Community Campus
in Scotch Plains Monday to discuss federal funding of the Natural Occurring
Retirement Communities program. Officials from the Jewish Federation of Central
New Jersey and the Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey join him.


