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Times of Immense Tragedy
Call For Silence and Prayer

By THE REV. ANDREW C.
HAMERSLEY

With each mind numbing horror
there seems to emerge an image that
serves as an icon, which summarizes
its essence. I assume that people are
like I am and find that these vivid
impressions have moved in on their
minds whether they like them there
or not.

After 9/11, it was for me the image of
people falling from the towers. When
these pictures arise in my conscious-
ness, waking or sleeping – there is no
telling when that might occur – I feel
the need to try to shake them clear of my
mind, and that works for a little while.

The brilliant Jonathan Safran Foer
uses a series of these images to close
his novel, “Extremely Loud and In-
credibly Close” (Houghton Mifflin,
2005 New York). The story is of a
young boy who struggles to survive
the loss of his father in that cataclysm
in New York. As the novel closes,
however, there is a series of photo-
graphs: the falling figure reverses di-
rection and “falls” up into the sky.

Perhaps this is what the human spirit
can do when faced with the gravity of
evil on such a scale. And this week it
looks as if we will need more novels to
help us cope. The worst individual
shooting rampage in United States
history has left 33 people dead and
numbers more wounded.

Stories of panic, gruesome descrip-
tions and not a few heroics have started
to filter out. Details begin to be re-
vealed about the disturbed individual
who committed this evil. Like evil
itself, this is a senseless act.

Like many people, my day started
with an initial report of a double
homicide on a college campus. I will
confess my guilty relief when I dis-
covered the killing had happened
somewhere other than where our
daughter goes to school. By the time
our daily morning liturgy was over,
what had started out as a terrible
incident in an obscure location had
turned into a new national nightmare.

The media engine was in full gear.
Cable news had already picked out
their urgent theme music and inci-
dent headline. This has become, by
now, the culture’s norm for how we
communicate the incredible. I feel
cynical and condescended to by the

ever more fuzzy line between report-
age and entertainment, between ser-
vice to the community and padding
the coffers of big business.

Yet, it was through CNN, on my
computer, that I learned of a man
named Brian Home who, if memory
serves, went first to the campus as a
volunteer firefighter, only to be pulled
into service doing his regular job as a
funeral director.

The brief story reported that he
quickly returned to his place of busi-
ness to retrieve 36 body bags. He was
not sure of the number required. When
he returned to Virginia Tech and
started to do his job, his testimony
left me with the icon that will haunt
me from this tragedy. He said that the
cell phones were still ringing in the
pockets of the dead.

Later on that day I received an e-
mail from the Diocese of New Jersey,
of which our parish is a part. It was
from the rector of the church in
Navesink, the Reverend Lyndon C.
Shakespeare. It said: “All Saints
Church, Navesink has been struck with
a tragic loss. Julie Pryde, daughter of
Chip and Karen, is one of the victims
of the shootings in Virginia. The writer
of the Book of Job in the Old Testa-
ment recalls that when Job’s friends
came to him after his immense loss,
‘…they sat with him on the ground
seven days and seven nights, for they
saw that his suffering was very great.’
Our role right now is to pray. There
will be a time when we will act as a
community of support and care. First
silence, then words and action.”

So, let us be still. Let us silence the
blabber of the media with our sorrow-
ful stares. Tell the Oprahs or the Katies
or Matts to wait a blooming second
before they make more millions off
of this one. Tell the politicians that if
they utter a single word about “clo-
sure and healing” we will never give
another dime to fund their eternal
campaigns. Like the friends of Job,
let us honor the dead by our silence
and our prayer, simply keeping com-
pany for days with those whose suf-
fering is very great.

* * * * * * *
The Reverend Hamersley serves as

rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
located at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Clean Slate Club
To Meet on May 10

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Clean
Slate Club, a free discussion and sup-
port group, will meet on Thursday,
May 10, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the
Mountainside Free Public Library,
located on Constitution Plaza.

Club meetings, during which par-
ticipants are invited to share their
clutter issues and learn how to deal
with them, take place bi-monthly at
the library, on the second Thursday of
the month.

Led by Ellen Kazanoff, a profes-
sional organizer and owner of Clean
Slate Solutions LLC, the group will
focus at the upcoming meeting on how
to organize any closet in 10 easy steps.

Nat Bodian to Discuss Life
Of Legendary Bamberger

WESTFIELD – Nat Bodian will
discuss “The Life of Legendary Mer-
chant and Philanthropist Louis
Bamberger” at the Westfield Histori-
cal Society’s First Wednesday Lun-
cheon May 2. It will take place at noon
at B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at
560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

A Cranford resident, former New-
ark journalist and historian of early
20th-century Newark, Mr. Bodian
will give a detailed history of the life
and contributions of Bamberger,
whose life he has studied in depth.

 Bamberger was the founder and
president of L. Bamberger and Co.,
one of America’s most innovative and
largest-grossing department stores. It
served New Jersey residents  from
1892 to 1944 under Bamberger’s di-
rection and after his death until 1992
under R.H. Macy management.

As a philanthropist, Bamberger
gave all of his millions to worthy
causes that would advance science,
culture, religion, public health and
brotherhood. He funded in full the
buildings of such organizations as the
Newark Museum and the first build-
ing of the New Jersey Historical So-
ciety. Bamberger also funded in part
numerous other landmark buildings,
among them Beth Israel Hospital and
the Newark YMHA on High Street.

With his sister and partner, Carrie,
he also fully funded, with more than
$5 million, the establishment and
operation of the Institute for Advance
Study in Princeton. This institute pro-
vided a haven for Albert Einstein at
its founding and subsequently gener-
ated 21 Nobel Prize laureates.

Mr. Bodian will recount
Bamberger’s early life and pre-New-
ark origins; his start as a merchant in
Newark and the early life and growth
of his store, as well as the creation
and launching of the block-square
new store in 1922 that revolutionized
retail merchandizing in America.

His talk will incorporate past ex-
tensive research and interviews with
a Bamberger family descendant,
former Bamberger employees and
their descendants, and the descen-
dants of people with whom
Bamberger had business dealings.
Much of this information will be re-
vealed for the first time.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make reserva-
tions by noon on Monday, April 30,
by calling (908) 233-2930.

YFCS Benefit Concert Set
At Presbyterian Church

WESTFIELD – The 17th annual
spring concert to benefit Youth and
Family Counseling Service (YFCS)
of Westfield will be held at 8 p.m. on
Saturday, June 2, at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, located at
140 Mountain Avenue.

The Orchestra of St. Peter by the
Sea, conducted by the Reverend
Alphonse Stephenson, will present a
program of light classical music.

Reverend Stephenson and his or-
chestra of professional musicians
have played for audiences for the
past 20 years, both on tour and at
their summer concert series, the Fes-
tival of the Atlantic, at Point Pleas-
ant Beach.

They will present a diverse program
of classical, popular and patriotic
music, enhanced by witty, educational
introductions by the priest-conductor.

Tickets will be available at the
following locations after Tuesday,
May 1: Michelle’s Hallmark, Union
Avenue North, Cranford; Irma’s

Hallmark, Martine Avenue South,
Fanwood; The Town Book Store,
East Broad Street, Westfield; New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, East
Broad Street, Westfield, and Youth
and Family Counseling Service,
Prospect Street, Westfield.

Tickets for the concert are $25 for
general admission; $20 for senior
citizens (over age 65) and $10 for
students age 18 and under. Patron
seating is available for $100. Spon-
sorship listing in the evening’s pro-
gram, which includes two patron
tickets to the concert, is available for
a contribution of $300.

YFCS offers counseling to fami-
lies and individuals with problems
involving adolescent conflicts, mari-
tal difficulties, parent-child relation-
ships, child behavior situations and
individual personality issues.

For more information about the
concert or to purchase tickets, please
call the YFCS agency at (908) 233-
2042.

CONCERT PLANNING…Milton Faith, Youth and Family Counseling Service
executive director, left, meets with the Reverend Alphonse Stephenson, conductor
of the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea to discuss the Saturday, June 2 benefit
concert at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

JUST DUCKY…Claire Jeffery, left, and Riley Wagner of Westfield help sell rubber
ducks for the first annual Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) Rubber Duck Race on
Sunday, May 6, from noon to 2 p.m. at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield, to be held
rain or shine. Ducks also may be purchased at the Spring Fling celebration this
Sunday, April 29, in downtown Westfield or at Mindowaskin Park the day of the
race. The race starts at 1 p.m. All proceeds will go towards finding a cure for SMA,
the number one inherited cause of death in children under age two.

WE’VE MOVED . . .
TO A LARGER and NEWER FACILITY!

The Portasoft Company
Mention This AdMention This AdMention This AdMention This AdMention This Ad

And Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 Month
FREE RENTAL

For New Customers

Emergency
Service

24 Hrs/Day

(On An Annual Contract)

Improving
Water Quality

Since 1945

When you need pure, soft water . . .

experience counts!

Portasoft . . .
NJ’s oldest, largest and most successful

Water Treatment Company

TOTAL WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS
Residential & Commercial

FREE WATER ANALYSIS
Expert Service • Affordable Prices

Sales • Rentals • Installation

Whatever your water problem,
Portasoft has the solution.

469A South Avenue, East  Westfield
(Near the Garwood Border)

908-233-4300
www.portasoftinc.com

RELOCATION SPECIAL

“Pick Up” 6  Bags of Salt
GET ONE FREE

Offer Expires 09-01-07

Water Softening • Pure Drinking Water • Iron Removal
Acid Correction • Nitrate Removal • UV Disinfection of Bacteria

Taste and Odor Removal • Chemical IVOCI Removal • Salt Delivery

The Chelsea at Fanwood Proudly Presents

Join us as we welcome Jackie Pinkowitz, M.Ed., and Lon Pinkowitz, M.A.,
board members of the Alliance for Holistic Aging, who will lead an 
informative discussion for caregivers. This shared-learning experience will
focus on ways for caregivers to take care of themselves while providing care
to their loved ones. Refreshments will be served prior to the discussion.

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and 
community involvement and family education.

“FROM REACTIVE TO PRO-ACTIVE”

SUPPORT SEMINAR FOR CAREGIVERS

Open to the Public – Please join us for this FREE event – Everyone is welcome!
w w w . c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

WHEN:   Thursday, May 3rd, 2007
TIME:     6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
WHERE:  The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: Linda Caminiti 908-654-5200

TEMPLE EMANU-EL
Early Childhood Education Program

Parent/Toddler Programs

Classes for 2 to 6 year olds

Certified Experienced Teachers

Music & Movement Specialists

Camp Program

756 East Broad Street · Westfield, NJ 07090

908-232-6770 x126
accredited by the 
National Academy of Early Childhood Programs

Kindergarten
Open House
May 7th 9:15

Come hear about our 
full day Kindergarten 

program!
Interested? Please call!

Rabbi to Discuss People’s
Relationship With God

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rabbi David
Aaron, an author and scholar, will
discuss “Strengthening Your Relation-
ship With God” at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey on Sun-
day, April 29, at 10:30 a.m.

The Adult Education Com-
mittee of Congregation Beth
Israel of Scotch Plains and
the JCC will co-sponsor the
event. The JCC is located at
1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Rabbi Aaron grew up in
Toronto, Canada, the son of a
Holocaust survivor. His journey from
a non-believing young musician even-
tually led him to Jerusalem, where he
studied Torah and Jewish mysticism.
He received his rabbinical ordination
in 1979 from the Israel Torah Re-
search Institute. Today he lives in the
old city of Jerusalem with his wife
and seven children.

In 1986, Rabbi Aaron founded

“Isralight,” which began as a four-
week program in Jerusalem and has
grown into an international educa-

tional and outreach orga-
nization. Isralight is com-
mitted to inspiring a re-
naissance in Jewish iden-
tity by clarifying, intel-
lectually and experien-
tially, the core values that
are the essence of a full
Jewish life. More infor-
mation about Rabbi
Aaron and Isralight is
available at
rabbidavidaaron.com.

All are welcome to attend the pro-
gram, which will include a continen-
tal breakfast. Tickets are $8 per per-
son in advance and $10 at the door.
For more details or to purchase tick-
ets, please contact Michele Dreiblatt
at mdreiblatt@jccnj.org or (908)
889-8800, extension no. 205. Tick-
ets also can be purchased online at
jccnj.org.

Rabbi David Aaron

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Ramsey  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com


