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POLICE BLOTTER

22nd District Democrats
Launch Re-Election Bid

FANWOOD – Senator Nicholas
Scutari, Assemblywoman Linda
Stender and Assemblyman Jerry
Green kicked off their re-election
campaign at the Sun Tavern in
Fanwood last Thursday evening.

“Tonight, we continue the fight
for the working families across the
22nd District and all of New Jer-
sey,” Mr. Scutari (D-Linden) said.
“Our communities are strong, but
they face significant challenges,
such as how to deliver quality edu-
cation and how to grapple with
affordability issues. We need to
make sure that Trenton is an active
partner in answering these vital
questions.”

“Working together, we have ac-
complished a great deal in the past
four years. We expanded healthcare
coverage for New Jersey families,
improved security and domestic pre-
paredness to protect New Jersey resi-
dents from terrorism and natural ca-
tastrophes and dedicated landmark
funding for a stem-cell research cen-
ter to help unlock cures for life-
threatening diseases,” Mrs. Stender
(D-Fanwood) said. “But still, there
is still much work to be done. We
must adopt global policies to protect
our environment and combat global

warming, improve access to quality
healthcare and tackle rising prop-
erty taxes. I look forward to working
with my colleagues to meet these
challenges head-on and thank you
all for coming out to support our
efforts tonight.”

Mr. Green (D-Plainfield) said, “I’m
happy to have had the opportunity to
represent the 22nd District, and I think
we’ve done a good job so far, working
together to help get property taxes
lowered and to improve the quality of
life for those in our district, and we
hope to continue those efforts in the
future.”

Mr. Scutari will seek his second
term in the State Senate. Mrs. Stender
and Mr. Green will seek their fourth
and ninth terms in the General As-
sembly, respectively. All three legis-
lators filed petitions last week with
the New Jersey Division of Elec-
tions to run in June’s Democratic
primary.

The 22nd Legislative District en-
compasses 11 municipalities across
Union, Middlesex and Somerset
counties, including Clark, Linden,
Rahway, Plainfield, Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Winfield Park, North
Plainfield, Green Brook, Dunellen
and Middlesex Borough.

LD22 INCUMBENTS TO RE-RUN...Incumbent legislators of LD22, which
includes Scotch Plains and Fanwood, pose during their Democratic re-election
kickoff meeting last Thursday at the Sun Tavern in Fanwood. Pictured, from left
to right, are Senator Nicholas Scutari of Linden, Assemblyman Jerry Green of
Plainfield and Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood.

paper that on the very first day of
classes last August, an escaped in-
mate suspected of killing a police
officer and a security guard was at-
large on the campus.

At the time of Mrs. Moore’s phone
call, the gunman had not yet made his
way to Norris Hall, where the death
toll would climb by the hour. Ini-
tially, authorities thought there were
two gunmen and had detained a stu-
dent they thought might be a suspect
prior to the second shootings.

According to Kaitlyn, a blanket e-
mail sent word to the students inform-
ing them of the first incident, but all
the details weren’t known at the time.
She told the newspaper, “I believe they
wanted to get the story straight.”

The boyfriend of one of Kaitlyn’s
four roommates is a resident of the
West Ambler Johnston dormitory,
where the slain RA (resident advisor)
was assigned.

She said, “My roommate Karen
called him; he had gone out for break-
fast and missed the whole thing. She
drove right over, picked him up and
brought him back to our apartment.”

As news reports of the tragic events
began to explain what had happened,
Kaitlyn said, “All of us just sat on the

bed watching TV, silent, sobbing and
waiting to find out who they (the
victims) were.”

She added, “It was like re-living
the day the World Trade Center was
attacked. We didn’t know names, just
numbers, which made it so awful.”

According to Kaitlyn, New Jersey
is highly represented at Virginia Tech,
and many Governor Livingston
Alumni attend the college, including
Molly Schmidt, also of Mountainside.

Because of the volume of calls from
overwrought friends and relatives, it
was next to impossible to reach stu-
dents and faculty by telephone. Mrs.
Moore was fortunate to have reached
Kaitlyn. Her daughter said, “I think
many parents learned how to send a
text message that day.”

Kaitlyn noted that the popular col-
lege social-networking site
Facebook.com filled up with reaction
and concern, and many friends
checked on their peers’ safety through
AIM, where away messages simply
read, “I’m okay.”

About going back right away, Kaitlyn
said, “If I don’t go back, then I would
just feel like, he’s ‘winning.’ There’s so
much school spirit – ‘Hokie Pride’ as
we call it. I always felt safe there.”
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‘Hokie Pride’ Survives

NJ DEP Extends RVSA
Deadline for Generator

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) re-
vealed at its regular meeting last
Thursday that New Jersey’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(NJ DEP) has extended the RVSA’s
deadline for completion of its
standby generator project.

The authority has also increased
the amount of its contract with J.H.
Reid for construction of the cogen-
eration and sludge-drying facility.
Additionally, the fire-suppression sys-
tem at the authority’s cogeneration
system failed a test.

The extension of the deadline
moves the RVSA’s project-comple-
tion date from April 20 to September
21. The extension was added to a
prior extension from January 3 and
was granted due to force majeure –
delays due to construction difficul-
ties.

The added expense of $290,306
added to the cogeneration/sludge-
drying facility contract increases the
cost of the facility to $21,805,633,
or about 1.4 percent. Michael
Brinker, the authority’s interim ex-
ecutive director, described most of
these expenses as details needed to
comply with demands of insurance
companies, improved safety require-
ments and other “necessary, but mi-
nor, points” to make sure the new
facility is properly monitored and
safe.

Mr. Brinker said the fire-suppres-
sion-test failure at the new cogenera-
tion facility resulted from the water
pressure and volume being supplied

to the facility by Rahway’s municipal
water system. He said engineering
studies at the start of the project
showed that Rahway’s pressure and
flow rates were adequate. He also
explained that efforts were being made
to determine the cause of this dis-
crepancy.

Mr. Brinker said the likely solution
to this problem would be a connec-
tion to Middlesex Water’s system at
Randolph Avenue. This change would
raise the supplied pressure from ap-
proximately 45 pounds per square
inch (psi) to about 85 psi. This solu-
tion would be possible in part be-
cause the treatment facility lies both
in Rahway and Woodbridge, he said,
noting that the added cost of this
change would be about $90,000.

The nor’easter that impacted the
area two weekends ago did not do
any damage to the sewerage facility,
officials reported. Commissioners at
the meeting claimed that some por-
tions of Rahway had problems with
sewage backing up into basements
during the storm. Following the meet-
ing, Mr. Brinker said that the out-
flows, slated to be closed as a part of
the judicial consent order, were used
to divert excess flow during the
storm.

Mr. Brinker said the outflows are
still permitted, and their use was in
compliance with current permits.
Additional discussion at the meeting
revealed that an outflow would still
be required after completion of all the
work, but that anything released
through it would likely be given at
least ultraviolet treatment. Details
remain to be negotiated.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, April 17, a Terrill Road

business owner reported that someone
broke into his van and removed ap-
proximately $500 worth of supplies.

Wednesday, April 18, someone
damaged a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education school-bus win-
dow overnight while it was parked.

Thursday, April 19, Terrance
McGovern, 54, of Linden was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant is-
sued by Linden after a motor vehicle
stop.

Friday, April 20, Sharley Azard,
23, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant
after a motor vehicle stop.

Friday, April 20, Jamee McCoy,
29, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop.

Saturday, April 21, Anthony Smith,
24, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of narcotics
after police responded to a call re-
garding suspicious activity. Accord-
ing to police, Smith was unable to
post bail and was transported to the
Union County jail.

Sunday, April 22, a resident of
Tussel Lane reported that someone
damaged her front door.

Westfield
Tuesday, April 17, a Westfield resi-

dent reported that someone smashed
the passenger-side window on his work
vehicle with a pickaxe while it was
parked on the 1100 block of South
Avenue, West. Once access to the ve-
hicle was gained, a GPS navigational
system valued at $400 was removed.

Tuesday, April 17, Dominic Pitrelli,
26, of West Orange was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Dudley and
Lawrence Avenues on an outstanding
Englewood motor vehicle warrant. He
was released after posting $141 bail.

Tuesday, April 17, following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue,
West and Boulevard, Jose M. Rivera,
43, of Bloomfield was arrested and

charged with driving under the influ-
ence.

He was also charged with posses-
sion of a prescription drug in the
amount of four dosage units or less
and placed under arrest pursuant to a
contempt-of-court traffic warrant is-
sued by the Paterson Municipal Court,
with bail of $221.

Bail on the prescription-drug pos-
session charge was set at $500. Rivera
also was issued a summons for DUI.
He was held at Westfield police head-
quarters pending his release on bail.

Thursday, April 19, Carlos A. Flores,
21, of North Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at Cen-
tral Avenue and Park Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. As he
was being processed, Flores allegedly
became uncooperative and began
struggling with police. Four officers
were assaulted, although none sus-
tained injuries, according to police.

While being searched, Flores alleg-
edly was found to be in possession of
suspected cocaine and a gravity knife.
He subsequently was charged with
refusal to submit to an Alcotest, resist-
ing arrest, possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (cocaine), pos-
session of a prohibited weapon and
four counts of aggravated assault on a
police officer. Flores was held pend-
ing an evaluation by Mobile Outreach
personnel from Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center.

Thursday, April 19, Diane
Malkiewicz, 36, of Westfield was ar-
rested on two outstanding motor ve-
hicle warrants following an investiga-
tion on the 700 block of South Avenue,
West. The Green Brook and Edison
warrants carried bail amounts of $231
and $157, respectively. Malkiewicz
was released after posting bail.

Thursday, April 19, Kelli C. Carter,
29, of Westfield was arrested at her
residence on two outstanding
Westfield Municipal Court criminal
warrants, with a total bail of $539.
She was released after posting bail.

Parade Committee Seeks
Marine Corps Veterans

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Monday,
May 28, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Memorial Day Parade will pay trib-
ute to American military personnel of
all wars who made the ultimate sacri-
fice in service to their country.

This year’s parade theme is “Sem-
per Fi – A Special Salute to the United
States Marine Corps.” The parade will
recognize the dedication, commitment
and sacrifice of the residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood who have served
and continue to serve in the USMC.

The Parade Committee invites all

residents who are Marine Corps veter-
ans to participate in the parade. This
invitation is extended to all Marines
(active duty, retired, discharged) re-
gardless of duty station, including state-
side, overseas and combat assignments.

USMC veterans who are interested
in joining their fellow Marines in the
parade are asked to register with the
Parade Committee by calling Toni
Rollis at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building at (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 314. These veterans will march or
ride as a group along the parade route.

of $1,000 to $1,500. Mr. Budiansky
said the commission expects a $500
grant from the borough’s recycling
program; the rest would come from
the recreation budget.

Officials said the DJ-quality
speaker system – including an audio
mixer, microphones and speaker
stands – would replace the older
cobbled-together equipment now be-
ing used for summer movie nights at
LaGrande Park and other special
events, such as Halloween festivities
and the Easter egg hunt.

“There’s a definite need,” said com-
mission member Bruce Zakarin, who
added that “you can’t hear” announce-
ments over the current system at
crowded public events.

“It’ll be something for the borough
[to use], not just the Fanwood Recre-
ation Commission,” Mrs. Sayles said.

Regarding upcoming events, the
commission announced that a first-
ever “Party in the Park” is being
planned to kick off the free summer
movie program on Tuesday, June 26,
at LaGrande Park. Commission mem-
ber Rob Degnan said plans include
rides, food, music, kids’ activities and
a classic car show, plus the showing
of the animated movie Cars.

The borough’s completely re-
vamped Summer Camp program will
run from June 23 until August 3 at a
cost of $20 per week.

The recreation commission reor-
ganized the program in light of de-
creasing enrollment in recent years.

Assistant Recreation Director Mary
Pembridge said the new format – in-
cluding theme weeks, more supervi-
sion, planned events contests, games
and weekly pizza parties – divides kids
up into three groups based on what
grade they will enter in the fall.

“You can register for one week,
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FW Recreation Commission
two weeks or as many weeks as you
want,” Ms. Pembridge said.

“It’s really structured; I think it’s
fantastic,” said Mr. Higgins.

Registration information and other
details about Summer Camp or other
recreation programs is available at
visitfanwood.com/recreation.
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Scotch Plains Council Meeting
Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SPRING STROLL...Residents enjoy a stroll down Scotch Plains streets in the 70-
degree weather on Tuesday. Temperatures early this week were about 20 degrees
warmer than those of last week.

Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BALANCE BEAM...Construction workers raise a steel beam for the roof of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building redesign and expansion project on Tuesday.

said reducing the tax increase to less
than five points would be “imprudent
and reckless” and would put the town-
ship “in serious jeopardy” in coming
years. She noted that the slowdown in
the housing market could lead to less
revenue going to the township from
construction code fees and building
permits, which were off 50 percent in
the first quarter of this year versus a
year earlier.

“Each budget is unique,” she said,
adding that “there are things you can’t
forecast or predict,” such as heavy
snowfalls or other storms.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool ech-
oed Mrs. Coronato’s remarks about
the housing slowdown, saying that
the township’s planning board and
zoning board of adjustment “are no-
where near as busy” in recent months
as they were in previous years. She
also opposed using more surplus funds
to further lower the tax increase, say-
ing the bond-rating agencies take note
of a municipality’s surplus and suc-
cess in regenerating it when issuing
credit ratings. “I’m not willing to
gamble with your money,” she said.

In his remarks, Mr. Glover said, “I
see a better future than my fellow
council members,” and reiterated his
belief, first expressed at the budget’s
March 27 introduction, that “we can

do better” by reducing the tax in-
crease to two points by using more of
the surplus and tapping further into
reserves set aside for delinquent taxes.
He said the coming increases in pay-
ments to the pension funds and RVSA
didn’t make it necessary “to start rais-
ing taxes this year to pay for next
year’s expenses.”

Mayor Martin Marks said he had
“deep concerns” about next year’s
budget in light of million-dollar-plus
increases in mandated expenses. He
said this was why “you cannot budget
in a vacuum,” and why it was impor-
tant for the council, especially its new
members, to rely on the advice of
township professionals in crafting the
annual spending plan.

Besides Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins, who assembled the ini-
tial budget proposals earlier this year,
Warren Korecky and Bill Swisher,
both from the auditing firm of Suplee
Clooney, and Chief Financial Officer
Lori Majeski, attended the budget
hearing on Tuesday. To ignore their
advice, the mayor said, would be “dan-
gerous and reckless.”

The mayor asked Mr. Atkins, Ms.
Majeski, Mr. Korecky and Mr.
Swisher whether they believed the
budget was fiscally sound and whether
using more of the surplus to offset
taxes would be a mistake. All four
answered in the affirmative.

Public comments were mostly sup-
portive of the spending and tax plan,
with residents questioning the coun-
cil about specific aspects of the bud-
get. Mayor Marks told Jim Pate that
“the lion’s share” of property-tax rev-
enue from the Heather Glen age-re-
stricted housing development would
go directly into township coffers.

Rich Duthie asked about the RVSA
fees, and whether creating a separate
local sewerage authority to directly

bill users, as Clark Township has done,
might be considered. The mayor said
he wouldn’t rule out exploring such an
alternative, but said removing the sew-
erage component from the property-
tax levy would mean that portion would
no longer be tax deductible and that
tax-exempt organizations, such as
churches and YMCAs, would begin to
receive a sewer bill.

Richard Samuel said township offi-
cials had been wrong in their revenue
projections for several years, meaning
that “taxes have been in excess of what
was necessary” by “several hundred
thousand dollars.” Given the large sur-
plus this year, he said, “it doesn’t make
sense” to raise taxes by five points.

“It’s time to think of the taxpay-
ers,” Mr. Samuel said, pointing to
what he called Mr. Glover’s “thought-
ful proposal” to keep the tax increase
to two points. He said next year’s
surplus could be as much as $4 mil-
lion, an estimate that Mr. Atkins called
“an absolutely incorrect assumption
to make, given that we’re not going to
have certain revenue generated in
2007 that we had in 2006.”

Phil Wiener asked why the pro-
jected reserves set aside for delin-
quent taxes were not being increased
further than the $600,000 included in
the budget, given that last year, the
township collected $729,000 versus
a projection of $500,000. Mr. Glover,
he noted, has proposed an $800,000
level, but Mr. Atkins said the town-
ship had never collected that much.

Former Mayor Gabe Spera said
“you can’t play Russian roulette with
taxes” by overestimating revenue pro-
jections. Former councilman Frank
Rossi said a budget “is not a one-year
issue.” It involves “planning for the
future and having some stability” so
that tax rates don’t vary wildly from
year to year, he said.


