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CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES
 Ani Kavafian, violin THREE CONCERTS IN APRIL & MAY Carter Brey, cello

Admission: $25 ($22 for seniors) • Westfield only: Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
2:30PM at Morrow Church in MAPLEWOOD

600 Ridgewood Road

7:30PM at First Methodist Church in WESTFIELD
One East Broad Street at the corner of North Avenue

Guest Artists
MARK NUCCIO, clarinet

JEREMY DENK, piano

PAUL NEUBAUER, viola

Program
WALTER PISTON:

Duo for Viola and Cello

CHAN KA-NIN:
“Among Friends”

BENJAMIN DALE:
Romance for Viola and Piano

ROBERT SCHUMANN:
Marchenerzahlungen (Fairy Tales)

for Clarinet, Viola and Piano

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
3:00PM at First Methodist Church in WESTFIELD
One East Broad Street at the corner of North Avenue

7:30PM at Temple Emanu-El in WESTFIELD
756 East Broad Street

Guest Artists

CARMIT ZORI, violin

ROBERT RINEHART, viola

Program

SHOSTAKOVICH:
String Quartet #11

MARTINU:
Madrigals for Violin and Viola

SCHUBERT:
Quartet in G major, Opus 161

SUNDAY, MAY 6
3:00PM at First Methodist Church in WESTFIELD
One East Broad Street at the corner of North Avenue

7:30PM at First Methodist Church in WESTFIELD
One East Broad Street at the corner of North Avenue

Guest Artists
KENNETH COOPER, harpsichord
and CHAMBER ORCESTRA

Program

J. S. BACH:
Trio Sonata #5 in C major (BWV 529)

HANDEL:
Concerto for Harpsichord and Strings
in B flat major, Op. 4 #6 (HWV 294)

VIVALDI:
The Four Seasons

with Narration

Kids of All Ages Get
Hooked at Fishing Tourney

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —What do fish-
ing and taking drugs have in common?
The answer– absolutely nothing. Fred
Bercaw, president of the Newark Bait
and Fly Casting Club (NBandFCC),
wants to keep it that way.

The avid angler in charge of the
26th Annual Kids Fishing Derby was
at Echo Lake Park on Saturday, where
the club celebrated its 100th anni-
versary.

He noted that NBandFCC is the
oldest casting club in the east. But it’s
a new program that Mr. Bercaw is
most excited about – “Hooked on
Fishing, Not on Drugs®.”

The nationally recognized drug-pre-
vention program was inspired in the
late 1980s by a teenager who wrote to
the Future Fisherman Foundation and
explained how he chose to go fishing
and think through his problems in-
stead of turning to drugs. “Hooked on
Fishing, Not on Drugs®” is currently
used in more than 30 states and territo-
ries, and is gaining popularity.

Mr. Bercaw told The Westfield
Leader and The Times, “Getting kids
off the streets and teaching them to
fish is my reward.”

According to information on
futurefisherman.org, where the slo-
gan is “investing in tomorrow’s an-
glers,” mentors provide ongoing so-
cial support to motivate children to
adopt fishing as a wholesome pastime.

Teaching positive life skills and
conservation education are right up
Mr. Bercaw’s alley. He’s a certified
instructor for the Division of Fish and
Game and teaches biology, safety and
ethics to kids who visit the Knights of
Columbus in Union.

He told the newspaper, “NBandFCC
teaches fishing techniques to both boy
and girl scouts as well as other groups
who come in for instruction. Some
youngsters from Plainfield come to us
by busses provided by the county. For
those who are in need, equipment is
provided free of charge from private
sponsors, including Daiwa, Berkley
Power Bait, Eagle Claw Hooks and
Pure Fishing, and one very special
private sponsor, Mrs. Marjorie Tedesco
from Rumson.”

Mr. Bercaw also noted that
NBandFCC teaches handicapped
children how to fish, and, in Septem-
ber, the club sponsors a free Fishing
Outing for People with Disabilities at
Echo Lake Park.

NBandFCC has stocked the Echo
Lake for the past 27 years. This year, in
honor of the 100th anniversary, The
Newark Bait and Fly Casting Club has
stocked 1,222 trout– a mix of browns,
rainbow and brook from the Musky
Trout Hatchery in Asbury Park.

Mr. Bercaw noted, “Some of the

trout weigh as much as eight pounds.”
He also said that the State of New
Jersey recently added more than 400
trout and will replenish hundreds more
in the coming week.

On Saturday, April 14, the weather
was picture perfect for dozens of fami-
lies who came out to breathe easy and
enjoy the thrill of catching fish at
Echo Lake Park, where registration
for the three-week derby was held.

Ryan Ferraro, who attends Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield, came
directly to the fishing tournament from
his baseball opening-day festivities.
Still dressed in his uniform, the young-
ster explained why he couldn’t wait to
get to the park. He described the sport
as both “fun and relaxing.”

Ryan’s father, Bob Ferraro, notably a
past president of the Forks of the Dela-
ware Chapter of Trout Unlimited noted,
“Ryan does better in school when he’s
in his fishing mode.” And speaking
about the club, Mr. Ferraro said, “These
guys (NBandFCC) are not a good orga-
nization–they are a great organization.”
And that’s no fish story.

To learn more about The Newark
Bait and Fly Casting Club, visit
newarkbaitandflycastingclub.org.

FW Poet Plante to Read
At Elizabeth Library
FANWOOD – The Elizabeth Pub-

lic Library will present a free poetry
reading on Saturday, April 21, begin-
ning at 2 p.m. to celebrate National
Poetry Month.

The main branch of the library is
located at 11 South Broad Street in
downtown Elizabeth. Poet and editor
Tom Plante will be the featured reader
at this free event.

In addition to reading his poetry,
Mr. Plante will talk about his poetry
journal, EXIT 13 Magazine, and what
writers can do to get their work pub-
lished in magazines and anthologies.

Mr. Plante lives in Fanwood, where
he’s published EXIT 13 Magazine
since 1988. A former resident of Eliza-
beth, he has years of experience as a
journalist and editor, having worked
for the Irish Echo, The Courier-News
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, among others.

His poems and reviews have ap-
peared in a variety of publications,
including The Journal of New Jersey
Poets; Northeast Rising Sun; The Ber-
keley Barb; Small Press Review; The
Black Swan Review; Under a Gull’s
Wing: An Anthology of Poems about
the Jersey Shore; and Spindrift: An
Anthology of Poems from the 2006
Walt Whitman Poetry Festival.

For more information about the April
21 poetry reading or other events spon-
sored by the Elizabeth Public Library,
call (908) 354-6060, ext. 7237.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – If confession is
good for the soul, I have to confess
that I couldn’t wait to see The Theater
Project’s production of Open Admis-
sions that opened last Thursday night
at Union County College in Cranford.

The promo material stated that
Shirley Lauro’s play concerned an
uneducated urban kid who struggled
to make it through college.

Being a former educator myself, I
thought it would be a nice jaunt down
memory lane. That jaunt turned out to
be an enjoyable if disturbing journey.

Ms. Lauro’s two-act play, which won
a Tony nomination, two Drama Desk
nominations and other awards in the
1980s, raises many thought-provoking
questions about education in America.

College professor Ginny Carlsen
teaches speech to 172 inner-city stu-
dents. Her unimaginable rat race
teaching schedule is exacerbated by a
home life fraught with raising a pre-
cocious daughter
and dealing with
an unemployed
gambler spouse.

Into the spot-
light steps Calvin
Jefferson, a strug-
gling, illiterate
young man who
speaks in what
Mrs. Carlsen con-
descendingly re-
fers to as “urban
substandard, street
s p e e c h ,
Harlemese.”

Calvin begs for
additional help and
confesses to Mrs.
Carlsen that he can
hardly make sense
of Shakespeare’s
“Othello” he reads
aloud to the class.
The educator
counters that all
Calvin needs is to
improve his deliv-
ery to be perceived as better. “All we
have to do is build your image,” she
coaxes him.

Never mind that the young man can
only read or write on a fifth-grade
level; he has always gotten passing
grades and will continue to get pass-
ing grades. No one wants to face the
reality of failure—his or theirs.

Who’s to blame for American
education’s ills? Ms. Lauro’s power-
ful piece doesn’t give clear-cut an-
swers, but pushes the audience to its
own conclusions.

As usual, director Mark Spina has
assembled a top-rate cast and has
allowed its talents to flourish.

Kenard Bunkley, in the role of
Calvin Jefferson, offers pathos and
understanding. When he sobs, “Help
me, somebody help me,” we feel the
anguish of every child who has passed
through an unfeeling foster-care sys-
tem, or has been socially promoted or
has lost interest in the world because
he hasn’t been shown individual at-
tention or love.

As speech teacher Ginny Carlsen,
Barbara Guidi of Scotch Plains does a
superior job as the overworked, anal-
retentive, underpaid robot-like profes-
sor who finds herself trapped in a job.
Her frustration is palpable, as she scans
her crammed planner and gulps a diet
cola during her 10-minute break be-
tween classes.

Small roles are distinguished by
outstanding performances. As Salina
Jones, Daaimah Talley’s poignant in-
teraction with her brother Calvin and
her credible concern presented in her
soliloquy are unforgettable.

Likewise, Gary Glor as Peter
Carlsen handily
portrays the de-
pressed husband
who deludes him-
self into thinking
that betting the
rent money on a
Lakers’ game will
solve all of the
family’s financial
woes.

The students in
speech class—
Italian stud Nick
Rizzoli (Phil E.
Eichinger), Asian
brainiac Kitty
Shim (Rebecca
Moore) and Latin
lover Juan Rivera
(Edward Corcino)
all “kick it up a
notch” in their ste-
reotypic roles.

The self-ab-
sorbed character
of Professor Claire
Block is nicely

brought to life by Deborah Pires.
A minimal set prevails, yet Mr. Spina

uses scaffolding creatively to work
with Mark Reilly’s lighting to create
the rooftop of a tenement building.

The whole night works because of
the power of the play. It grips the
audience by the throat, much like the
scene in which the teacher invites her
hungering student to learn the differ-
ence between the words “ask” and
“axe” by touching her throat and feel-
ing her Adam’s apple for the correct
placement of the word.

Ah, if only educational break-
throughs — for both teacher and stu-
dent — were that simple.

Open Your Mind to The
Theatre Project’s Admissions
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Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IT’S A WRAP…Ciera Kriner of Kenilworth, front, and Kayla Rinn of Westfield
take a milk-and-cookie break after the casting call and photo shoot for “Little
Miss Westfield” at the Esprit store on East Broad Street last Sunday.

Little Miss WF Contest
Brings Sunshine to Rainy Day

Free Event Celebrates
National Poetry Month

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invited the public to
attend a reading in celebration of Na-
tional Poetry Month on Monday, April
30, at 7:30 p.m. in the Kuran Arts
Center on Watson Road in Fanwood.

The event will feature distinguished
writer Marvin Cohen. Mr. Cohen is
the author of seven books, including
“The Monday Rhetoric of the Love
Club,” “The Inconvenience of Liv-
ing,” “Fables at Life’s Expense,” “The
Self-Devoted Friend” and “Baseball
the Beautiful.”

Readings are held in the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, ad-
jacent to Fanwood Borough Hall,
off Martine Avenue. The center was
once a 19th-century carriage house
(from which the series takes its
name).

This reading is free to the public.
An open mic will follow the featured
performance, so attendees are encour-
aged to bring poems and join in the
reading. For information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

there’s more at
goleader.com

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On Sunday, April
15, the sun was nowhere to be found.
But, as everyone knows, nothing can
light up a room brighter than a little
girl’s smile.

In the Esprit store located on East
Broad Street, a casting call for “Little
Miss Westfield” was being held, and
there was plenty to smile about.

For one thing, between photo shoots
by photographer P.J. Gangitino, the
good people at the Esprit store were
serving milk and cookies.

Mr. Gangitino’s wife Kristina works
for the store, which is looking for the
little girl with the “Esprit spirit” to
show off its new line of children’s
clothes, sizes 12 months to 6x.

Mrs. Gangitino noted that, despite
the undesirable weather outside, a
steady flow of hopeful “Little Miss
Westfields” trickled into the store. By
day’s end, nearly 20 little girls got
behind her husband’s camera, beam-
ing in front of a faux blue-sky back-
drop.

The photos of the contestants will
be on display in the downtown store
and judged by representatives from
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Jersey Mike’s Subs and Vicki’s
Diner to decide who will be “Little
Miss Westfield.”

The winner will be chosen on Fri-
day, and will get to wear the title in
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Spring Fling parade on April
29. The lucky lady will also wear a

new ensemble in the parade, courtesy
of Esprit.

Little Miss Sunshine –eat your heart
out.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

ASK AND IT SHALL BE
GIVEN...Calvin Jefferson (Kenard
Bunkley) feels the larynx of his speech
teacher Ginny Carlsen (Barbara Guidi)
to see how the word “ask” should be
pronounced in The Theater Project’s
masterful presentation of Open Admis-
sions, which plays Thursday through
Saturday nights and Sunday afternoons
through April 28 at the Cranford Cam-
pus of Union County College.


