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Blue Devil Laxmen Bombard
West Essex Knight Boys, 12-3
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Blue Devils Score 2 in Fourth,
Top Kearny Baseballers, 2-0
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Blue Devil Net Boys Prepare
For Bridgewater, Millburn
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“The March tryouts, this year, were
some of the craziest tryouts we have
ever seen. Everybody was butting
heads. But now that they are over
everybody usually comes together
well,” said Shallcross.

Presently, the singles players are
Shallcross, Netravali and James Chu,
respectively, with Greg Luppescu
stepping in when Shallcross is ab-
sent. Dean Thompson and Akis
Evangelitis are at first doubles and
Graeme Stahl and Justin Snyder are
at second doubles.

“All seven starting players from
last year’s team have returned and
three of those seven have been dis-
placed by two freshmen and a junior.
Those players didn’t get worse, the
three who displaced them got better,
but that just demonstrates how much
this program has stepped up,” said
Kapner who added, “In terms of the
challenge matches, they were with-
out a doubt the most competitive chal-
lenge matches in my entire time as a
coach, which is good and bad. Obvi-
ously it’s good because we have a lot
of great athletes. It’s bad because I
didn’t enjoy the tryout process, watch-
ing my kids beat up on my kids. The
three matches between Netravali and
Shallcross were amazing. We are talk-
ing about two of the best players in
the state, maybe two of the top 15-20
players in New Jersey, going at it in
March to see who is going to be the
number one player on this team.”

Despite competing without
Shallcross in several meets, Kapner
is optimistic.

“Kevin may be a big loss but that
still leaves us with Ravi, James Chu,
who was a county champion last year,
and Greg Luppescu, who almost any-
where else in the state would be the
number one player. And our doubles
teams are exceptional.”

Recently, Kapner recorded his
800th career victory as a head coach
with a 5-0 win over Union on April 9
and was the subject of Bruce
Johnson’s April 12 Devil’s Den ar-
ticle written in The Westfield Leader.

“It means I’m old,” chuckled
Kapner. “I was very flattered. I think
a great deal of Bruce and I love his
column. When he said, ‘you coach
for 20 years, two sports, 20 games
every single season, I thought oh my
god! I never looked at it from that
perspective. When I retire and sit
back, it will probably hit me but, right
now, it’s about this team being state
champions.”
WESTFIELD 5, KEARNY 0 (APRIL 13):
First singles: Ravi Netravali d Gus
Gonzalez, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: James Chu d Chris
Yeung, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Greg Luppescu d Diego
Diaz, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Dean Thompson and Akis
Evangelitis d Ahmed Khawam and Wil-
liam Cheung, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Graeme Stahl and
Justin Snyder d Ron Luyo and Sean
McBride, 6-0, 6-2

I’m more off-speed, hanging curve,
change up, two-seamer, cutter and
throwing over the top a little bit. It
was really nice coming in for the big
fellow and seal the deal for his first
varsity win.”

“Peter loves to come into clutch
situations. In fact, he said to me in
pre-season, ‘Coach I don’t care if I
never start a game. I want to come in
a big situation. I want to get people
out. I love doing that’,” said Brewster.

Joe Vall-Llobera, who went 2-for-
3, scored the first run in the bottom of
the fourth inning, after beating out
the throw to first, advancing to sec-
ond and trampling the plate on
Shapiro’s single to leftfield. Shapiro,
then committed thievery by stealing
second and landed home safely when
Antonelli thrashed a single to right
field.

“Good old fashion pitchers’ duel!
Two runs scored late in the game! It is

just good baseball. Both teams played
great defense, all three pitchers were
just outstanding and I was just pleased
as can be the way our team played,
especially Vall-Llobera, Shapiro and
Antonelli for big base hits,” said
Brewster. “Antonelli coming in on a
very cold day after sitting out there in
leftfield and shutting the door down
on them and then, of course, you
cannot say enough on the efforts of
Jenkins today.”

Kardinal Ryan William allowed
seven hits and a walk, and had three
strikeouts. Vall-Llobera and Antonelli
each went 2-for-3. Shapiro had his
single. Designated hitter Dan Melillo
singled and Bonard singled in the
fifth. Olsen nailed a Kardinal attempt-
ing to steal in the sixth.

“I was so pleased the way everyone
played. Defensively, we were great,
said Brewster. “Justin is a very expe-
rienced player. The kid took one step

too much and ‘bang’, he nailed him
and that’s great baseball right there
when that kind of stuff happens. It
just makes me, as a coach, feel that
we’re doing the right things and go-
ing into the right direction.”
Kearny 000 000 0 0
Westfield 000 200 x 2

then, with 9:44 left in the quarter,
Knight Rob Pantages, on an assist
from Cody D’Alessandro, found the
net. Midway through the quarter,
Yarusi, from about 20-yards away,
found a seam and fired a hammer shot
into the net. Simone, assisted by
Bernstein, scored again and Cornell,
on Baran’s assist, scored with five
seconds left in the third to make the
score, 11-1.

“They were packing in the crease a
lot so Simone was able to get the ball
out to me and to Luke Baran outside
so we could take outside shots. A lot
of shots we took today either just
missed the cage or went in,” said
Yarusi.

One minute into the fourth, Baran

scored unassisted then, with 7:30 re-
maining, the Blue Devil reserve unit
finished the game. Knights Tom Black
and Tom Doelp each scored an unas-
sisted goal.

“Any time you can get shots in
close, you have a higher percentage
to score. Then when they start fluff-
ing in, we do want to work the ball
outside,” commented Benaquista.
“Things went well for us today. Our
offensive was executing. Everything
was working but I think it was be-
cause everybody hustled. When you
hustle all over the field, things are
going to come your way.”
West Essex 0 0 1 2 3
Westfield 4 3 4 1 12

Blue Devil Boys Top
Raider Netmen, 5-0

Junior Kevin Shallcross defeated
Ryan Krueger, last year’s Union
County first singles champion, 6-0,
6-2, as the Westfield High School
boys tennis team defeated Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 5-0, at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood on April 11.
First singles: Shallcross d Krueger, 6-
0, 6-2
Second singles: Ravi Netravali d Scott
Leyden, 6-2, 4-6, 6-1
Third singles: James Chu d Dan Nizri,
6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Dean Thompson and Akis
Evangelitis d Mike DeVisio and Ted
Rosenblatt, 6-1, 6-3
Second doubles: Graeme Stahl and
Justin Snyder d Chris Thompson and
Eric Heind, 6-0, 6-0

Lady Blue Devils Stop
MXS Softballers, 20-0
Erin Scialabba had four RBI, Kim

Townsend and Jen LaSpada rapped
three RBI each and pitcher Cyndil
Matthew tossed a no-hitter as the 4-0
Westfield High School softball team
blanked Shabazz, 20-0, in five in-
nings in Newark.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
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Blue Devil Nine Blank
Blue Knights, 15-0

Senior Danny Nuber pitched a five-
inning two-hitter, walked two and
struck out eight to lead the Westfield
High School baseball team over
Irvington, 15-0, in Westfield on April
10. Mike Venezia led the 3-1 Blue
Devils’ 19-hit bombardment with
three hits, three RBI and three runs
scored. Joe Vall-Llobera, Justin Olsen
and Dan Melillo smacked home runs
in the third inning.

Blue Devils No-Hit
Kearny Softballers

Lindsay Brown tossed a four-in-
ning no-hitter, walking one and fan-
ning five, and reliever Katie Abruzzo
slammed the door in the fifth as the
4-0 Westfield High School softball
team blanked Kearny, 11-0, in
Kearny on April 11. Cyndil Matthew
homered, doubled, singled, had four
RBI and scored twice.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO SNAGGING THIS GUY…Blue Devil shortstop Tom Bonard’s slick move at
first base avoids the tag by a Kardinal.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THE BEST IN NJ…Blue Devil Ravi Netravali may be one of the top-15-
20 high school boys tennis players in New Jersey.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LAST LINE OF DEFENSE…Blue Devil goalie Ben Thomas, No. 5, made seven
saves against West Essex. The Blue Devil starting defensive squad held the
Knights to one goal for more than three quarters.


