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YARUSI NETS 4 GOALS; SIMONE 2 GOALS, 4 ASSISTS

Blue Devil Laxmen Bombard
West Essex Knight Boys, 12-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Ryan Yarusi and Joey
Simone, junior Harry Bernstein and
freshman Tim Werner led a furious
offensive assault, while a stubborn
defensive crew held tight in a 12-3
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team victory over West Essex at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 14.

The 4-1 Blue Devils’ first-string
defensive crew shutout the 0-4
Knights in the first half and limited
them to just one goal in the second
half before being relieved by the
reserve defensive squad. Blue Devil
Chris Mattes won 12 of 15 faceoffs
and scooped nine of the Blue Devils’
40 ground balls. Yarusi scooped six.
West Essex totaled only 15 ground
balls. Blue Devil goalie Ben Thomas
made seven saves.

“Overall, our defense has a lot of
continuity, coming back over the last
two years,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Gerry Benaquista. “It shows! I
think we are getting better each game.
There’s still room to improve but this
year our goals against average is
around three goals per game. When
you say defense wins championships,
I believe it. If we are going to go far

later in the year, it’s going to be on our
defensive back.”

“Our defense is playing unbeliev-
able! We only lost one starter from
last year,” stated Yarusi. “On the off-
season, they were all doing what they
had to do to get better. They are play-
ing aggressive and they are pressur-
ing a lot. Our kids are a lot more
physical than the last couple of years.”

The Blue Devils pelted Knight
goalie Chris Miller with 40 shots (19
in the first half). Yarusi, a midfielder,
scored four goals and attacker Simone
added a pair of goals and four assists.
Bernstein also scored a pair of goals
and contributed three assists, while

Werner scored twice and had an as-
sist. Senior midfielders Luke Baran
(1 assist) and Peter Cornell each net-
ted a goal.

The Blue Devils were extremely
successful setting up an inside pen-
etration style offensive in the first
half with Simone and Bernstein as-
sisting from behind the net and Yarusi,
hovering from 20-yards out, while
Werner slipped near the goalie’s
circle. Within the first two minutes,
Werner, assisted by Simone, ripped
in the first goal. Two minutes later,
the same combination made the score,
2-0. With 3:30 left in the first quarter,
Yarusi, on an assist from Bernstein,
made his charge and fired in the third
goal. With 1:51 left, Werner made a
smooth left-to-right pass to Bernstein
who upped the score to 4-0.

With 10:25 on the clock in the
second quarter, Yarusi scooped a
ground ball at midfield, charged for-
ward and scored unassisted. With 2:17
left of the half, Yarusi slam-dunked a
left-handed score unassisted. Thirty
seconds later, Simone, assisted by
Bernstein, made the score 7-0 at the
half.

Simone returned the favor to
Bernstein early in the third quarter

CORSI 6-HITS MILLERS; HRYNKIEWICZ 3 HITS, 2 RBI

GL Grinds Miller Nine, 9-5,
Grabs ‘Phil Krug’ Memorial

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mountainside residents Anthony
Corsi and Brian Wyvratt combined
with strong pitching performances
to lead the No. 18 Governor
Livingston High School baseball
team to a 9-5 victory over previously
undefeated (6-1) Millburn to win the
Phil Krug Memorial title in Millburn
on April 14.

Corsi yielded five earned runs,
struck out eight, walked one and scat-
tered six hits through five and two-
thirds innings. Wyvratt pitched per-
fect ball the remainder of the way and
contributed a hit to earn his first save.

Millburn starter Dan Berkowitz
allowed four hits, fanned one, walked
five and hit a batter, while being tagged
for four runs in three innings. Re-
liever Mike Gastry ceded four runs
on seven hits and hit a batter in two
innings and Kevin McCarver allowed
one run on two hits, struck out two

batters and walked three.
The entire Highlander lineup com-

bined for 13 hits, including three hits
and two runs from Nick Hrynkiewicz.
Mountainsiders, M.J. Dugan lashed
two singles and an RBI and Kevin
Wheaton bashed an RBI triple. Des-
ignated hitter Tyler George whacked
a double and had two RBI. Brooks

Miller bashed an RBI triple,
Mountainsider Justin Quaglia
doubled and Adam Bergman added a
single and a two-run double.

Jeremy Gordon (2-for-4) scored
three runs for the Millers. Mike Dash
tapped an RBI single and Josh Camitta
launched a solo homer in the second
inning

“It was real important for our kids
to jump out to a good start, which we
did. We hit the ball and we played
defense. You’re going to make a
couple of errors. We did but we
bounced back,” said Highlander Head
Coach Chris Roof. “We had a big
pickoff play from our catcher (Dugan)
when they were threatening late in
the game. I thought Berkowitz,
Millburn’s number one pitcher did a
really good job but we were able to
jump on his fastball. We always want
to try to keep our momentum in our
dugout and I think we did that. Corsi,
our ace, did an awesome job. Wyvratt,

our number two pitcher, came in at
the end and did an outstanding job as
well. If you get pitching, you’re go-
ing to win. The kids just did a great
job. They were very resilient today.”

The 3-1 Highlanders jumped out to
a 3-0 lead in the top of the second
inning. Hrynkiewicz tripled to center
and scored on George’s double to

center. Dugan singled, scoring
George, and Miller clocked an RBI
triple to center. Millburn cut the defi-
cit to one in the bottom of the inning.
Camitta blasted a leadoff homer and
Luke Geller tripled and scored on a
well-executed squeeze play.

The Highlanders added a run in the
third on a bases-loaded sacrifice fly
ball by George. The Millers immedi-
ately matched that fete when Dash
got tagged by a pitch and scored on
Gordon’s double.

Two Highlanders scuffed the plate
in the fourth and two more scored in
the fifth to take an 8-3 lead. In the
fourth, Miller walked. Wheaton
tripled and scored on Hrynkiewicz’s
double. Dugan ripped a two-run single
in the fifth.

“What’s really great about our team
is that, one through nine, anyone can
drive the ball,” said Hrynkiewicz. “I
got a fastball that I put a good swing
on and put into leftfield for a triple.”

Millburn loaded the bases
and scored two runs in the
fifth inning. Camitta and
Dash each punched RBI
singles. G.L added a run in
the seventh on a bases-loaded
walk.

“It was just about throw-
ing low strikes and letting
them hit the ball and, for the
most part, they did,” said
Corsi. “We threw a lot of
curveballs, which they could
not hit, so we just kept on
throwing until they could
prove us wrong. We went
with lots of outside fastballs,
which were slapped out to
right field for outs.”

“When I got out there, the
key was pretty much to throw
strikes, let them hit and see
what happens,” added
Wyvratt. “Having bases
loaded is tough. You don’t
want to walk any kids and
that’s what it came down to.”

When asked what the key
to good pitching was, catcher
Dugan said, “With Anthony
(Corsi), it was to let him
throw strikes, keep him re-

laxed and keep him down in the zone.
They kept the ball in play and we kept
on getting them out. Brian, it was
pretty much the same story. He threw
a lot of curve balls and got ahead of
the batters.”
Gov. Livingston 031 220 1 9
Millburn 021 020 0 5 CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Devil Laxmen Rout
Cougar Boys, 14-3

The No. 9 Westfield High School
boys lacrosse team quickly re-
bounded from a tough loss to
Montclair to rout Cranford, 14-3,
in Cranford on April 11. Senior Joe
Simone netted four goals and had
eight assists, while Ryan Yarusi
flicked in four goals for the 3-1
Blue Devils. Steve DiGiovanni,
Mike Woglum and Matt Trapani
each scored a goal for the Cougars.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO THIEVERY ALLOWED…Highlander catcher M.J Dugan fires the ball to first baseman
Justin Quaglia who slaps the tag on a Miller. GL won the crown, 9-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF A VERY DANGEROUS SCORING CREW…Blue Devil attacker Harry Bernstein, No. 9, scored two goals and
had three assists in a 12-3 victory over West Essex. He is part of a very strong offensive front.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/22  1-5PM $739,900
This distinctive Center Entry Colonial, exquisitely rebuilt in 2000, reflects unsurpassed attention to detail
with quality amenities & interesting architectural features throughout.  The tasteful color palette enhances a
sunlit 2-story entry, grande formal dining room, gracious living room w/fireplace, gourmet kitchen adjacent
to the family room, 4 spacious bedrooms & so much more.  Set in the tranquil “country” section of Lake Ave.,
yet moments from shops, schools, recreation & transportation.  School bus for Coles Elementary School
stops in front of house.  DIR: Lamberts Mill Rd to Raritan Rd to “Old” Lake Ave. #2040 (052000NEW)

SCOTCH PLAINS CUSTOM BUILT $919,000
Distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction with meticulous
attention to detail.  The impeccable design offers a dignified residence with a sensible flow to suit your
family’s lifestyle.  Located moments from schools, NY transp., shops & recreation, this elegant home features
a grand center entry foyer, designer kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite countertops, spectacular
family room w/surround sound system & wood-burning stone fireplace, formal living & dining rooms w/
parquet flooring, 4 generous bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, beautifully finished basement & more.  The property
boasts nearly 1 acre of lush professional landscaping, a free form in-ground pool complete with heater &
filter, and a 200 SF paver patio.  (05211144)

WESTFIELD PARK-LIKE PROPERTY
Beautiful large park-like property 70 x 187 on quiet street in Tamaques school & park area.  Four bedroom
Split with 1st floor family room, the formal dining room opens to a Florida room which steps out to a large
deck.  Perfect flow for entertaining, move-in condition, potential for expansion.  (052001200)

FANWOOD CHARMING
Absolutely charming 4 bedroom Cape with lots of updates, some hardwood floors, partially finished
basement with 9’ ceilings, new kitchen, bath and newer furnace and CAC.  Flexible floor plan with use
of a bedroom as an office/den.  Beautiful garden with gold fish pond.  Seven minute walk to train, close
to park & town.  (052111164)

$409,900

BUY FOR $1,777/MO.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.720%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 3/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 12.50%,
and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2708.33 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5336.29 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road,
Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

BUY FOR $3,207/MO.

WESTFIELD OLD WORLD CHARM $772,900
This gracious Colonial is tastefully decorated and full of old world charm.  The home features 5 bedrooms,
2 ½ baths, stunning refinished wood floors, quaint front porch, large & bright living spaces, and a beautifully
landscaped property.  A commuters dream . . . . located close to town & transportation.  (052111035)

$533,900

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$795,000
Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½-3 baths
and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry
accents.  Call Ralph for more information
at 908-591-6283.  (052000589)

BUY FOR $3,350/MO. ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
BUY FOR $3,445/MO.

BUY FOR $2,314/MO.


