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CATCH ME IF YOU CAN…Fred Bercaw, left, president of the Newark Bait and
Fly Casting Club, stands alongside Bruce Rooney of Bayonne with two Rainbow
trout he caught at Echo Lake Park at the 26th Annual Fishing Derby on Saturday,
April 14. The lake was stocked more than 1,222 trout by the club, and more will
be replenished by the state. See story on page 22.

HONORED FIREMAN…Dan Kelly, Sr. of Westfield was honored last Friday at
the Fireman’s Mutual Benevolent Association Local 30 annual dinner dance held
at the Knights of Columbus in Garwood. On December 27, 1956, Mr. Kelly
decided to do something for the Westfield community by joining the volunteer fire
department. Now, more than 50 years later, he is still serving. Pictured, left to
right, are:  Firefighter Harry Keen and Mr. Kelly.

Courtesy of Heidi Hylan
FLOODING PARKS…Mindowaskin Park in Westfield floods Sunday from
heavy rains of the storm that clobbered the northeast this week.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HUNDREDS PARADE...Players, parents, pets and syblings celebrate opening day of the Westfield Youth Baseball League
last Saturday by parading from Mindowaskin Park to Gumbert Field to play ball. Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, police cars and
fire trucks led the record-sized contingent on the perfect spring afternoon. See www.goleader.com/photos.

County Eyes $10.5-Mil. Complex
To Replace North Ave. Veneri Bld.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Special Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An architectural
firm hired by the County of Union
has presented preliminary plans for a
$9-10.5 million, three-story office
building and parking facility for 300
North Avenue. One hundred and forty
one surface parking spaces are pro-
posed, along with 11 rooftop spaces
on a small parking deck.

The facility would replace the ex-
isting Veneri facility on North Av-
enue which houses the Union County
Clerk’s annex, Rutgers Cooperative
Extension, the offices of the Union
County superintendent of schools and
the division of weights and measures.
The building site is adjacent to the
newly-built Ralph Froehlich Public
Safety Building and across the street
from the Westfield Diner.

“The existing garage building (be-
hind the Veneri building) will be de-

molished at the beginning of the
project. The existing Veneri building
will stay in operation until the end of
construction, and then be removed to
provide much needed on-site park-
ing,” according to the Mountainside-
based Musial Group.

The eastern portion of the structure
would feature a one-story portion of
the 49,149-square-foot facility, with
garages for the county sheriff’s office
and the medical examiner as well as
offices for the medical examiner and
the autopsy suite.

The center of the new building
would house the vehicle storage ga-
rage including a rooftop deck for trail-
ers and other county vehicles. Garage
bays would be featured for county
police and emergency management
vehicles and the county’s SWAT team.

A three-story office building on the
west side of the facility would house
the Passport office of the Union

County clerk’s office and the Union
County Rape Crisis Center on the
first floor; Rutgers’ Extension on the
second floor and the county
superintendent’s office, the division
of consumer affairs and weights and
measures on the third floor.

Westfield Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca, who heads the
Westfield town council’s public safety
committee, said the county had ini-
tially contacted the town about ob-
taining parking permits for county
employees on Tremont Avenue, but
the town rejected the request.

“We didn’t think it was appropriate
to have a bunch of county vehicles
parked on a residential street,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the county hopes to break
ground by early next year, with the
building to be completed by mid-
2009.

Nor’easter Causes Widespread
Flooding Throughout Region

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – A nor’easter that dumped
up to nine inches of rain Sunday
through Monday caused widespread
street and residential flooding locally.

Sporadic shutdowns were reported
on Route 22 between Springfield and
Scotch Plains. In addition, a major
storm water pipe break occurred in
Rahway and Routes 1 and 9, shutting
down Hazelwood Avenue and Main
Street, according to Union County
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

He said there was widespread flood-
ing throughout the county but no re-
ported deaths. Some 80 Union County
department of public works employ-
ees were on the job along with emer-
gency services and the county’s de-
partment of emergency management.

Mr. D’Elia said Cranford was es-
pecially hard hit, with evacuations of
homes occurring near a flood plain of
the Rahway River. Three residents
had to be rescued by boat, including
a mother and daughter who were
stranded during a flash flood on Cen-
tral Avenue in the township.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
the department responded to more
than 157 storm-related calls. Most
were for flooding conditions, natural
gas leaks, electrical conditions and
downed power lines.

He said firefighters were helping
homeowners and businesses by pump-
ing water out of flooded basements.

“With (Hurricane) Floyd we had
wide-spread street flooding,” he said,
noting that this weekend’s nor’easter
caused more flooding to homes.

Hurricane Floyd, in September

1999, resulted in four deaths and was
the costliest natural disaster in state
history, with damages between $500
million and $1 billion.

Chief Kelly said off-duty
firefighters were called into service
to handle the huge volume of calls. In
addition, flooding caused by the storm
in the 100 block of North Chestnut
Street caused gas cans to overturn in
a basement, starting a fire. Heat and
smoke damage was reported through-
out the single-family home. One
Westfield firefighter was injured and
was treated and released from a local
hospital.

Flooding reached the first floors in

some areas including Effingham
Place, located between Prospect
Street and Clark Street, where base-
ment furniture was seen floating.
Emergency personnel warned resi-
dents not to enter flooded basements
due to danger from electrical equip-
ment and wires.

The chief said minor flooding oc-
curred at the Westfield Municipal
Building and at the Central Avenue
firehouse where radio transmitters
were damaged.

Chief Kelly said Elizabeth,
Cranford, Roselle Park and Rahway
“took the brunt of the storm.”

Westfield Voters Approve School
Tax Levy as 15 Percent Vote

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Voters approved
the 2007-2008 $71.1-million school
tax levy Tuesday, by a margin of
1,956 to 1,096. As a result, school
taxes will rise, on a home assessed in
town at $181,500, by an additional
$234 to support the board of
education’s  operating budget.

 The tax levy will fund an $82.7-
million school budget. Additionally,
the three incumbent school board
members whose seats were up this

year were re-elected without opposi-
tion.

With approximately 19,800 regis-
tered voters in Westfield, the voter
turnout was 15 percent.

“This has been a great year,” said
board member Julia Walker. “We
passed a bond and a budget.”

“In a year where, things being how
they are with taxes, we really
shouldn’t have done either,” added
Beth Cassie, another board member.

 Ms. Cassie said she thinks the let-
ter Board President Anne Riegel sent

out to voters just before the election
was influential in the budget being
passed.

“The feedback that I got with re-
gard to the letter was that it was the
most important piece of communica-
tion in this whole process.

“ It got people at the right time, and
it told them why passing the budget is
important,” Ms. Cassie said.

Mrs. Riegel said it was important
to her to encourage voters to approve
the budget without “threatening to
make cuts.”

“If I wanted to do that,” she said, “I
would have reminded them what hap-
pened last time the budget was turned
down. You forget so quickly all the
cuts you have to make in that situa-
tion.”

Board member Jane Clancy said
voter turnout was lower this year than
last year. “We had 5,000 voters last
year, which was about a 25 percent
turnout,” she said.

This year, the election drew 3,052
residents, or approximately 15 per-
cent, of the voting population.

The three incumbents elected to
new three-year terms include board
Vice President Ginny Leiz, who re-
ceived 2,002 votes; Richard Solomon,
who garnered 1,982, and Mrs. Walker,
who captured 2,027.

“There were apparently a lot of
write-in votes,” said Mrs. Walker, af-
ter hearing the results. “They said
that (town councilman) Pete Echausse
came in fourth (as a write-in).”

State FMBA President Touts
‘Old Staffing Situation’ in WF

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – State Firemen’s
Mutual Benevolent Association
(FMBA) President Bill Lavin spoke
at Tuesday night’s town council meet-
ing about minimum-manning levels
at Westfield’s fire department, which
have dropped from seven to six in
November 2006, and, in the minds of
Westfield firefighters, caused inju-
ries in recent fire-fighting operations.

Mr. Lavin, an Elizabeth firefighter
and resident, said, “I would like to
preface my comments by saying there
is a meeting scheduled on Friday.
Hopefully, we will be able to resolve
this issue.”

Last week, Westfield Fire Chief
Dan Kelly said while he does have
“concerns about the staffing levels,
and the safety of the residents and our
firefighters, we, currently, even at a
minimum manning of six personnel,
are still staffed higher than neighbor-
ing towns that have combination fire
departments.”

Responding to these comments, Mr.
Lavin said, “that speaks to our reli-
ance on other communities to come
in and try to help…we’re relying on
people who are not even staffed to
any great degree.”

Mr. Lavin said, “we (in Elizabeth)
marvel at how firefighters in places
like Westfield actually do what they
do...fires burn just as hot in Elizabeth
as they do in Westfield.”

Mr. Lavin asked the council to sup-
port the “maintaining of the old staff-
ing situation and…help our
firefighters get back to being able to
respond in a safe manner.”

Also, in a letter sent to The Westfield
Leader from attorney David Fox on
behalf of the FMBA No. 30 and Presi-
dent Michael Sawicki, it states, “this
minimum manning safety issue not
only creates safety concerns for its
(town’s) firefighters and the citizens
of the municipality, but is in violation
of accepted National Fire Protection
Association guidelines and standards,
which may result in increased insur-
ance premiums for its residents.”

Responding to comments made by
Chief Kelly that Westfield’s staffing
is higher than neighboring towns, the

Garwood Defeats Budget;
Picks New BOE Members

BY KATHY MARQUES
 Specifically written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Voters defeated the
board of education’s budget proposal
Tuesday night and selected two new
board members, John Sullivan and
Sandro Villaraut. Incumbent Lisa
Marano was re-elected.

Voters defeated the $6.4-million
BOE tax levy proposal with a tally of
292 votes against and 176 in favor.
Unofficial voter turnout was approxi-
mately 19 percent. The school budget
will now go to the borough council
for deliberation.

Of the three school board members
elected, Mr. Sullivan was the lead
vote getter with 289, followed by
Mrs. Marano with 284 and Mr.
Villaraut with 236.

One resident present at the vote count
quipped, “Back to the drawing board.”

Incumbents Linda Koenig and
Debbie Courtney were defeated in
their quest for re-election, receiving
228 and 119 votes, respectively. Chal-
lenger Chris LaSpina also was unsuc-
cessful, garnering 173 votes.

 Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Villaraut ex-
pressed relief that the election pro-
cess was over and how they looked
forward to getting started as mem-
bers of the school board.

Chris LaSpina said he was “tired;
I’ve been up since 6 a.m. But I wish
them all good luck.” Ms. Marano said
she was happy to be re-elected and
looked forward “to working along-
side John and Sandro.”

letter states, “This is inaccurate. For
instance, the population of Westfield
is in excess of 30,000. As a result, it
has two firehouses, which must be
fully manned and now are less than

the adequate and previously accepted
manning of seven. Public safety
should not be jeopardized because of
a desire not to fund full and safe

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS School Budget Passes;
Voting Low at 14.5 Percent

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Residents of
Mountainside voted Tuesday in favor
of the $11,694,735 tax levy for the
Fiscal Year (FY) 2007-2008 school
budget – $14,953,887 – or according
to the administration, “Appropriations
in multiple funds due to transfers”
subtracted $388,135, which brings
the total base budget to $14,565,752.

The budget breaks down into the
general fund, $14,387,862; special
revenue fund, $177,890, and debt ser-
vice fund, $388,135.

Three incumbents were voted back
onto the board of education (BOE) in
an uncontested race for three-year
terms. Gene Nagel, who received 375
votes, and Carmine Venes, who gar-

nered 384 votes, will begin their sec-
ond terms. Raymond Haggar, who
received 373 votes, will begin his
third term.

Residents voted two to one in favor
of the budget, with 385 “yes” votes
and 194 “no” votes.

Voter turnout was about 14.5 per-
cent. Borough Clerk Martha DeJesus
said there are about 4,000 registered
voters in Mountainside, and 582 votes
were cast.

Chief School Administrator Rich-
ard O’Malley said residents “re-
sponded to the quality of education
they’re receiving.”

School Business Administrator
Roderic McLaughlin said the com-
munity “respects the judiciousness of
good financial management.”

As for the uncontested BOE race,
Mr. O’Malley said it seemed to be the
trend this year in Mountainside and
neighboring districts.

The school tax will increase
$418,302, or 3.7 percent, over last
year. According to officials, school
tax will increase $141 for the aver-
age homeowner, based on average
home assessment of $48,000 in the
borough.

Most of the increase is attributed to
a tuition hike of $793,508, or 5 per-
cent, for Mountainside students at-
tending Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights.

The tax levy funds about 84 per-
cent of the budget. Dissolution money
received when the regional district
disbanded supports 8.2 percent of the
budget. State aid funds another 4.7
percent, while the remainder is funded
by miscellaneous revenue and fund
balance.

During recent public hearings re-
garding the budget, Mr. McLaughlin
said the current administration is cor-
recting budget challenges from 2005.

He said the administration in 2005
used dissolution monies to “pay the
bills” at the time, which caused a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Page 10 Thursday, April 19, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
BASEBALL, HOT DOGS AND APPLE PIE…The annual Mountainside Youth
Baseball parade last Saturday proceeds down Woodvalley Road to the ball fields
for the 54th season opening day festivities. Coaches Cornell Hess, Mike Schneider,
Arthur Mezzo and Jorge Batista are pictured marching with their American
League team.

Courtesy of Jim Naugle
WATERS ROAR...The stream at Bookside Park in Scotch Plains turns into a
raging river and floods the area from the huge storm of Sunday and Monday.

Erratum
In a front-page story in last week’s

Westfield Leader, biographical infor-
mation on Westfield Town Council
candidate Lenore Scurry was acci-
dentally omitted from the article.

Ms. Scurry, the Democratic fourth-
ward candidate, has lived in Westfield
for more than 60 years. A graduate of
Westfield High School and the Fash-
ion Institute of Technology, she re-
tired from an executive position with
Macy’s New York after 25 years.

The candidate has participated on
the Westfield Public Schools’ Strate-
gic Action Plan Committee and vol-
unteered as a local youth mentor. As
the “on-air” chairwoman of the Lou
Rawls Telethon for the United Negro
College Fund, she helped raise mil-
lions of dollars to provide educa-
tional opportunities.

She is treasurer of the Union County
Women’s Political Caucus and serves
on the board of Soroptimist Interna-
tional of America, a professional or-
ganization for businesswomen.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, April 9, an Osborne Avenue
resident reported the rear passenger side
tire on his motor vehicle was punctured
while the vehicle was parked in front of
the victim’s home. The damaged tire was
valued at $250.

Monday, April 9, a resident of the 100
block of Washington Street reported that
someone spray painted various words and
symbols on the retaining wall of the prop-
erty where he resides.

Tuesday, April 10, various pieces of
jewelry, including three gold rings val-
ued at an approximate total of $3,400, a
gold charm valued at approximately $250
and a pair of gold cufflinks of unknown
value were reported stolen from a bed-
room at a Mohawk Trail residence. There
were no signs of forced entry, police said.

Thursday, April 12, Emily Taylor, 43,
of Westfield was arrested after she re-
sponded to Westfield police headquarters
to satisfy an outstanding traffic warrant
issued by the Westfield Municipal Court,
with bail of $100. Taylor was unable to
post bail and was held pending a court
date that day.

Thursday, April 12, Clarence W. Jans,
Jr., 46, of Westfield was arrested at the
Westfield Municipal Court on an out-
standing Neptune Municipal Court crimi-
nal warrant, with bail of $296. He was
released after posting bail.

Friday, April 13, Westfield High School
reported that sometime between March
30 and April 3, someone removed a Dell
GX 270 Optiplex flat screen monitor,
keyboard and mouse from the gymna-
sium office. The missing items are valued
at approximately $1,600, police said.

Friday, April 13, a Faulkner Drive resi-
dent reported that his motor vehicle was
the target of criminal mischief while
parked in his driveway. The vehicle was
defaced with scratches, police said.

Saturday, April 14, James C. Patrick,
29, of Jersey City was arrested at the
Sayreville barracks of the New Jersey
State Police on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant. He was released after
posting $500 bail.

Fanwood
A resident in the 300 block of La Grande

Avenue reported that sometime between
Sunday, April 1, and Tuesday, April 3
someone made several hundred dollars
worth of unauthorized purchases using
his credit card. The detective bureau is
investigating the incident, police said.

Tuesday, April 3, Valentino Soriano,
38, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing Kenilworth warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, April 7, Dishanua R. Nix,
32, of Roselle was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice and hindering
apprehension after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. She was issued a sum-
mons and released.

Sunday, April 8, Ashley Adams, 19, of
Plainfield was arrested on outstanding
Scotch Plains and Burlington Township
warrants after a motor vehicle stop. She
posted bail and was released.

Sunday, April 8, Terri A. Jackson, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on numerous
outstanding warrants from Irvington af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. She posted bail
and was released. Mailk L. Canty, a pas-
senger in the vehicle, was also arrested
for an outstanding Elizabeth warrant.

Tuesday, April 10, Francia Domin-
ique, 32, of Lakewood was arrested on an
outstanding Pennsville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue. She
posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, April 11, Brian E. Perry,

43, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Sayreville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue. He
posted bail and was released.

Friday, April 13, Kevin R. Garron, 30,
of Edison was arrested on an outstanding
Madison warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, April 14, Robert Caruso, 57,
of Brick was arrested on an outstanding
Newark warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, April 14, Terrance J. Tho-
mas, 31, of Newark was arrested and
charged with obstruction of justice after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He
was issued a summons and released.

A resident of the 100 block Burns Way
reported that sometime between 6 a.m. on
Saturday, April 14, and 9 p.m. on Sunday,
April 15, someone broke into his motor
vehicle and removed a car stereo.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 9, a business owner on

Park Avenue reported that a former em-
ployee removed approximately $1,000
worth of items from the restaurant with-
out permission.

Monday, April 9, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that some-
one opened a credit card in his name
without authorization and made approxi-
mately $800 in fraudulent charges.

Wednesday, April 11, a resident of
School Place reported that an individual
with whom he was formerly involved in a
relationship threatened to cause him harm.

Friday, April 13, a resident of Front
Street reported that two unidentified sus-
pects rang her doorbell and asked for an
unknown person. According to police,
the suspects then walked around her prop-
erty before fleeing in a vehicle.

Saturday, April 14, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that while he was working
out at a gym in Scotch Plains someone
took his jacket, which had his iPod in the
pocket, from the locker room. The items
were valued at approximately $300, po-
lice said.

Saturday, April 14, Marvin Williams,
33, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged for driving while intoxicated
(DWI). According to police, Williams
was stopped for a moving violation at
which time police detected a strong odor
of alcohol. Williams also had several
open containers of alcohol in the vehicle,
police said.

Mountainside
Friday, April 13, a resident of Fox Trail

reported that someone attempted to steal
her vehicle, which was parked in her
driveway. According to police, the sus-
pect hit the victim’s lamppost while back-
ing the car out of the driveway and fled
the scene. There was visible damage to
the ignition and minor cosmetic damage
to the rear of the vehicle on the bumper,
police said.

Saturday, April 14, Sanjeev R. Patel,
27, of Jersey City was arrested for DWI
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
failure to maintain a single lane.

Saturday, April 14, Ajit H. Patel, 22, of
Jersey City was arrested at Mountainside
police headquarters for driving with a
suspended license while attempting to
post bail for a DWI arrest. He was also
charged with outstanding warrants, po-
lice said.

Saturday, April 14, Adalberto Diez,
20, of Linden was arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana following a motor vehicle
stop for an unregistered vehicle. Diez
was also charged with misuse of an
examination permit.

MS Council Introduces
$10 Mil. Municipal Budget

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
borough’s $10 million 2007 munici-
pal budget was introduced at Tuesday
night’s council meeting. A hearing on
the municipal budget, which repre-
sents a 5.3 percent increase over last
year, is scheduled for Tuesday, May
15, at 8 p.m.

The proposed $5.8-million tax levy
would increase taxes on the average
assessed home in the borough, at
$48,375, between $153 and $170.

In other business, two trucks were
authorized for purchase under state
contract. A contract of just under
$60,000 for resurfacing tennis
courts was awarded to DiMilia, Inc.
Additionally, an ordinance appro-
priating $127,500 for bonds to im-
prove recreation facilities passed

on second reading.
Mayor Robert Viglianti and the

council honored Mountainside’s fifth
and sixth grade traveling basketball
team by reading a proclamation com-
mending the team.

Mayor Viglianti thanked coach John
Amalfe and other coaches for their
efforts, saying they “do it not for
money, but for love” of the sport.

The proclamation recognized the
team for its 9-2 regular season record
and 3-1 playoff record, where the
team’s season ended with its appear-
ance in the Garden State Basketball
League’s championship game.

The team consisted of Stephen
Amalfe, Jensen Butler, Christopher
Cardone, Cameron DeFronzo, Mat-
thew Doyle, Christopher Foley, Tho-
mas Haydanek, Joseph Iorio, Ryan
Quinn and Gerald Viscuglia.

manning.”
The letter goes on to state that

“Contrary to the comments of Chief
Kelly, proper manning can avoid in-
juries and reduce absences from work
due to such injuries.” See the letter in
full on goleader.com/features.

The White Paper Committee, in the
person of Pam Wiaczek, gave a pre-
sentation Tuesday, culminating the
first two phases of recommendations
aimed at increasing efficiency and
communication at the Department of
Public Works (DPW).

In response to White Paper recom-
mendations, DPW has added a town
planner, Judith Thornton, who handles
larger projects dealing with growth in
the town. The department has also
increased the role of Claude Schaffer,
DPW superintendent, calling for him
to report directly to Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea.

Ms. Wiaczek said that in the future
there would be a full redesign of the
DPW building on North Avenue. In
addition, DPW workers would un-
dergo formalized customer-service
training, a new telephone system
would be created and a Qualcom sys-

tem installed. She added that, in the
future, the DPW divisions might un-
dergo name changes.

Bob Nehring, on behalf of WeCare,
spoke on alternatives to teardowns.
He invited the council and residents
to attend the WeCare booth at Spring
Fling next Sunday.

The council began its session by
presenting proclamations to the col-
lege woman’s club and a veteran pub-
lic works worker.

The club, which was founded 90
years ago with a charter membership
of 36 female college graduates,
awards scholarships to young women
in the Westfield area.

Yesterday, April 18, marked 50
years on the job for Bill Moore, Sr. at
DPW. The council lauded Mr. Moore,
who was joined by his family and a
DPW contingent that cheered on its
longtime co-worker.

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca an-
nounced that Fourth Ward Council-
man Jim Foerst, who was absent Tues-
day, earned a “new title” – father.

Mr. Foerst’s wife, Cara, gave birth
to a son, James Michael Foerst, Jr., on
Tuesday at Overlook Hospital.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

State FMBA President
Addresses Staffing Levels

Parade Starts Mountainside
2007 Youth Baseball Season

By LINDA CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Youth Baseball Asso-
ciation starts the 2007 season with
more than 300 boys to play for 22
baseball teams and more than 200
girls to play softball in the borough.
According to Bill Giannone, vice
president for the organization, close
to 125 coaches will assist.

The annual Mountainside Youth
Baseball parade last Saturday sported
a lineup of classic cars, including a
1969 Camaro and Chevy Nova II,
which were on display throughout
the day near the fields. Mayor Robert
Vigilanti and “Mountainside’s Fin-
est” led the way down Woodvalley
Road to the fields at the Deerfield
Middle School, where the 54th sea-
son of opening day festivities began.

WF Planning Board
Approves Surgent’s Plan

By MARYELLEN PALERMO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s plan-
ning board, Monday night approved
the final major site plan from J&K
Development for an addition to
Surgent’s Elite School of Gymnas-
tics on South Avenue East. The board
also approved a minor subdivision to
property owner Thomas Hedden of
306 North Scotch Plains Avenue, di-
viding a single building lot into two
lots for homes.

Applicant James Surgent, owner of
the facility since 1999, will add a
4,200-square-foot addition to the rear
of the existing building to accommo-
date a cheerleading instruction cen-
ter and possible expansion of gym-
nastic related programs.

In regards to the possibility of traf-
fic conflict with the increase of busi-
ness, Mr. Surgent said he has never
encountered any parking problems
since most parents utilize their
children’s hour-long lesson to run
errands.

Gregory Reddington of North
Chestnut Street said his children have
been attending the facility for the last
five or six years and the present park-
ing situation “works very well.”

Mr. Reddington, the applicant’s
engineer, agreed to adhere to the rec-
ommendation by planning board
member, Robert Newell, to change
from a 175-watt bulb versus the pro-
posed 400-watt bulb for illumination
of parking areas.

In the future, Mr. Surgent said he
would like to do the entire facility in
brick to conform to the front of the
building.

Applicant Mr. Hedden said he ac-
quired the property on North Scotch
Plains Avenue in July of 2006, when
at that time he discovered the existing
home contained four fully function-
ing kitchens and was illegally being
used to house four independent living
quarters.

The plans for the subdivision would
split the lots virtually in half to accom-
modate the construction of two new
homes, one of which will be for sale.

Neighbor, Turney Singhbaba of
Scotch Plains Avenue voiced his dis-
approval for the proposal and said,
“they’re putting a house wherever we
can squeeze them.”

When questioned why he is choos-
ing to erect two homes instead of one
larger home as preferred by his neigh-
bor, Mr. Hedden said the other alter-
native is not cost effective, and he is
attempting to better match the char-

acter of the neighborhood.
The home is located in the RS6

zone for single-family residents and
is currently only one of two remain-
ing two-family homes.

Mr. Hedden raised concern with
several board members when he men-
tioned three new homes have been
built in the neighborhood, and that he
would like to construct homes that
are identical in style and architecture.

“We don’t want to see a house that
looks exactly like the one across the
street,” said board member Vincent
Wilt. The applicant told board mem-
bers his plans are only tentative.

Board member Lori Duffy said the
town’s tree preservation committee
reviewed the plans and was in agree-
ment with the decision to remove
several trees that were in poor condi-
tion provided that additional trees
were planted.

“We will have no objection to plant-
ing trees wherever the tree preserva-
tion committee suggests,” said attor-
ney John Schmidt, representing the
applicant.

The applicant’s planner, Peter
Stecke, said elimination of the two-
family use of the home would pre-
serve the suburban look of the neigh-
borhood.

The board granted approval with
specific conditions that each new
home must be re-presented to the
board’s site plan review committee.

Board member and Town Council-
man James Foerst “respectfully” op-
posed the plan, citing the recently
changed town ordinance on corner
lots as one that must be enforced.

Mountainside Police Captain Ri-
chard Osieja said the borough’s emer-
gency services had to deal with “a lot
of flooded basements” in the bor-
ough. He said the borough responded
to 30 emergency calls during the
storm, adding that Charles Street was
closed when a brook overflowed its
banks.

Scotch Plains Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly said the township was “do-
ing fine” from the storm. He said
Route 22 was closed in the township
from Sunday afternoon through the
evening hours due to flooding. He
said there was a voluntary evacuation
for an apartment complex but only
one resident sought shelter.

He said the driveway to the com-
plex “always floods out,” even during
a “minor” storm.

“We’ve had officers out. If we see
something (flooding), we block it off,”
Lt. Donnelly said.

Mr. D’Elia said most county parks

were closed including Nomahegan in
Cranford, where a tree fell across
Springfield Avenue near Union
County College. A pond overflowed
and flooded the park.

A portion of a road collapsed at
Hazelwood Avenue and Main Street
in Rahway, caused by a collapsed
storm sewer. Flooding also was re-
ported at Rahway City Hall, Mr.
D’Elia said.

A 12-unit apartment building on
Morris Avenue in Springfield was
evacuated. Morris Avenue, also known
as Route 82, was partially closed due
to flooding. Route 22 was closed in
Springfield, as was Bonnie Burn Road
at Route 78 in Scotch Plains.

The county spokesman said
Roselle Park was hit hard, with
homes evacuated on numerous streets
along with a 35-unit apartment com-
plex. Union Township also saw a
number of road closings due to over-
flowing streams.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Nor’easter Causes Flooding
Of Roads, Homes In Region

Mrs. Koenig, who was present at
borough hall after the votes were
counted, said she would not run again
next year. “That’s it,” she said. She
wished the newly-elected board mem-
bers “good luck.”

Several residents and BOE mem-
bers congratulated Mrs. Koenig on a
“good campaign” and thanked her for
all her “hard work.” She served 15
years in the education system and
was Garwood’s liaison to the Clark
Board of Education over the last three
years. Garwood’s teenagers attend
Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Garwood.

Mrs. Courtney was not present
for comment following the election
results.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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“gap in funding current operations.”
Through FY 2007-2008, the dis-

trict will have “closed the gap” by 37
percent, or $675,496, according to
Mr. McLaughlin.

The FY 2007-2008 budget will have
“only $1,149,926 in dissolution funds
available to pay current operating
expenses,” according to the budget
presentation.

The largest piece of the operating
budget – 45 percent, or $6.3 million –
supports employee salaries.

Twenty-four percent, or $3.4 mil-
lion, supports GLHS tuition.

About 11 percent, or $1.6 million,
supports employee benefits – a de-
crease from the current budget.

Special education, transportation,
utilities, instructional support and
services, insurance and telecommu-
nication, facilities and tuition for vo-
cational technology (vo-tech) educa-
tion make up the rest of the budget.

The BOE will meet on Tuesday at
7:30 p.m. in the Beechwood School
Media Center.

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader
ABANDONED...A vehicle is abandoned and disabled in rising flood waters
Sunday night on Tussel Lane at Riverside Village in Scotch Plains. County
emergency officials offered to evacuate those in the apartment complex and one
resident accepted the aid.

May 2007 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM-9:00 PM 

Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM-5:00 PM, Sunday 1:00-5:00 PM 
Closed - Monday, May 28 in observance of Memorial Day  

ADULT PROGRAMS
May 1  10:00 AM Travel, Travel, Travel 
May 1 7:15 - 8:45 PM Course: “Organizing for the Overwhelmed” 
May 2     10:00 AM Genealogy Online 
May 2 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “Unfaithfully Yours” 
May 4 1:30 PM TGIF: Leonardo Da Vinci 
May 7 7:00 PM                Great Decisions 2007 - Middle East 
May 8 10:00 AM New! Homework 911  
May 9 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “The Lady Eve” 
May 10 7:00 PM Performance: Big Band Sounds  
May 11 1:30 PM TGIF: Katharine Hepburn 
May 15 2 & 6:30 PM Film: Intimate Stories 
May 16 2 & 7:00 PM           Film: “The Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” 
May 17 10:00 AM New! Beyond Google 
May 18 1:30 PM TGIF: Niagara Falls 
May 22 7:00 PM New! Microsoft Word 
May 23 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “The Palm Beach Story” 
May 25 1:30 PM TGIF: Classic movie week 
May 30 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “Sullivan’s Travels” 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
May 1, 8 & 15        1:30 PM              Preschool Storytime 
        Or 
May 3, 10 & 17  10:00 AM 
May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30      10:00 AM      Toddler Time 
May 3 & 10          3:45 PM               Story Stew 
May 5, 12 & 19  10:00 AM  Mother Goose 
May 7 & 14       10:00 AM   Tots’ Storytime 
May 14 & 18  3:45 PM  Readers’ Theatre 
May 5, 12, 19 & 26  10:00 AM     Chess 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

FAA Sets Final Hearing
On Air Space Redesign

AREA – The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) will hold its final
public meeting on the proposed New
York, New Jersey and Philadelphia
Airspace Redesign.

The hearing will take place Wednes-

day, April 25, at the Sheraton Newark
Airport Hotel, located at 128 Front-
age Road in Newark. The hearing
will be held from 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Dennis Hardie of Scotch Plains,
chairman of the Scotch Plains Air-
craft Noise Committee Inc., said the
deadline for public comments to be
submitted to the FAA on the redesign
is Friday, May 11.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY…Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca, left, congratulates
Bill Moore, Sr. for 50 years of work at the Department of Public Works. Wife
Mary Jane, along with youngster Michael William Glagola, daughter Laurie and
son Wiliam Moore, Jr. join Mr. Moore on the dais.
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Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN…Fred Bercaw, left, president of the Newark Bait and
Fly Casting Club, stands alongside Bruce Rooney of Bayonne with two Rainbow
trout he caught at Echo Lake Park at the 26th Annual Fishing Derby on Saturday,
April 14. The lake was stocked more than 1,222 trout by the club, and more will
be replenished by the state. See story on page 22.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ABANDONED...A vehicle is abandoned and disabled in rising flood waters
Sunday night on Tussel Lane at Riverside Village in Scotch Plains. County
emergency officials offered to evacuate those in the apartment complex and one
resident accepted the aid.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY BALL...Beating the storm that hit the region Sunday, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Association begins their season last Saturday on a
beautful spring day at Booth Field.

Courtesy of Jim Naugle
WATERS ROAR...The stream at Bookside Park in Scotch Plains turns into a raging river and floods the area from the huge
storm of Sunday and Monday.

Nor’easter Causes Widespread
Flooding Throughout Region

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – A nor’easter that dumped
up to nine inches of rain Sunday
through Monday caused widespread
street and residential flooding locally.

Sporadic shutdowns were reported
on Route 22 between Springfield and
Scotch Plains. In addition, a major
stormwater pipe break occurred in
Rahway and Routes 1 and 9, shutting
down Hazelwood Avenue and Main
Street, according to Union County
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

He said there was widespread flood-
ing throughout the county but no re-
ported deaths. Some 80 Union County
department of public works employ-
ees were on the job along with emer-
gency services and the county depart-
ment of emergency management.

Mr. D’Elia said Cranford was hit
hard, with evacuations of homes oc-

curring near a flood plain of the
Rahway River. Three residents had to
be rescued by boat, including a mother
and daughter who were stranded dur-
ing a flash flood on Central Avenue in
the township.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
the department responded to more
than 157 storm-related calls. Most
were for flooding conditions, natural
gas leaks, electrical conditions and
downed power lines.

He said firefighters were helping
homeowners and businesses by pump-

ing water out of flooded basements.
“With (Hurricane) Floyd we had

widespread street flooding,” he said,
noting that this weekend’s nor’easter
caused more flooding to homes.

Hurricane Floyd, in September
1999, resulted in four deaths and was
the costliest natural disaster in state
history, with damages between $500
million and $1 billion.

Chief Kelly said off-duty
firefighters were called into service
to handle the huge volume of calls. In

Fanwood Planning Board
Expresses TDR Prog. Doubts

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough’s plan-
ning board held a special meeting
Monday night to discuss the proposed
Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) program.

While no formal action was taken,
the meeting touched on several TDR
issues. With a goal of preserving
Fanwood’s historic district while also
promoting the revitalization of the
South Avenue corridor beyond down-
town, the TDR program would allow
South Avenue property owners to pur-
chase development rights from his-
toric district residents who agree to
preserve their properties indefinitely.

During Tuesday night’s discussion,
planning board Chairman Greg
Cummings raised several questions.
Pointing to one of four possible TDR
build-out “scenarios,” calling for 242
new South Avenue residential hous-
ing units, Mr. Cummings asked, “As
a community, how much residential
development do you want to encour-
age?”

Mr. Cummings also expressed other
reservations. He said preserving his-
toric properties “can be done without
the complexities of TDR.”

Saying “it’s very onerous on the
borough once we sign a TDR con-
tract,” Mr. Cummings added that
Fanwood “would have very little con-
trol” over how South Avenue is devel-
oped.

“A lot of [TDR] information is
missing; hopefully, as we go down
the path, we’ll get more answers. The
goals [of the program] are good, but I
haven’t found a real benefit to the
entire community,” he said.

Other planning board members also
participated in the discussion:

John Deitch pointed to the impor-
tance of “filling-in” the properties
that are part of the borough’s down-
town redevelopment “before encour-
aging development elsewhere.”

Matthew Glennon said the borough
would make “a lot of compromises”
in adopting a TDR program, adding
he is “not sure if the supposed ben-
efits will be realized.”

Mr. Glennon also said TDR is “not
a sustaining process.” He questioned
whether historic-district property
owners selling their development
rights in “a one-shot deal” would get
enough money to finance long-term
preservation or whether they would
actually spend the money on their
properties.

Peter Sayles spoke about possible
economic development benefits to the
community. He said TDR’s goal of
fostering retail businesses on a
property’s first floor and residential
units upstairs “creates street life” that
could improve the area along South
Avenue between Terrill Road and
downtown.

The planning board plans to dis-
cuss other TDR issues – including a
market analysis, historic preservation,
capital improvement and utilities
plans, and a real estate analysis – at its
meetings on May 16 and 23.

The board also plans to encourage
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council to update the South
Avenue visioning plan committee on
the latest TDR developments.

Also, Monday night, the planning
board held its regular agenda meeting
which included a “concept hearing”
for a proposed subdivision on Mid-
way Avenue.

Applicant Donald Close has pro-
posed “a minor subdivision” of two
properties with existing, similarly-
sized houses – at 227 and 243 Mid-
way – to create a third property with
a new and much larger house set
slightly farther back from the road
than the other two.

Issues discussed included front and
side setbacks and the requirement of
a “conditional permit” aimed at ad-
dressing flooding concerns.

Mr. Close explained that he has
proposed a farther setback for the
third proposed house to “open up the
back” of the long and narrow prop-
erty and prevent what he called a
“bowling-alley effect.”

Mr. Cummings pointed to the issue
of how the new proposed house “fits
in,” adding “long, narrow lots are

BOE OK’s Technology Plan;
Russo, Nowlin Leave Board

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
at its Thursday night meeting ap-
proved the district’s technology plan
for 2007 to 2010 as presented by
Joanne Arvay, the district’s network
administrator and technology coor-
dinator, and Assistant Superintendent
for Curriculum Madeline Meyer.

“Technology is an expensive
project. ... We want to use our money
wisely, and so we’re focusing on the
network infrastructure,” Mrs. Meyer
said.

Mrs. Arvay projected a PowerPoint
slide onto the wall that showed part of
that infrastructure, a closet contain-
ing a morass of network cables lead-
ing to a tall switch panel. She told
board members that the district’s com-
puter systems are outdated.

After she finished her presentation
in which she gave an overview of the
district’s technology services and
equipment, she said, “All of what
we’ve shown you is being supported
by local funds.” However, the district
has received a small number of tech-
nology grants, she said.

She told listeners that the district
has student computers that still run
Apple’s OS 9, an operating system
that is “three generations” behind
Apple’s current products. Many of
the computers are “seven years old,”
said Mrs. Arvay. “Generally obsolete
(is) six years, but if we can use them,
we use them.”

She also said later that she’s some-
times asked, “Do you have any com-
puters you want to get rid of?” and
she laughs. “When we’re ready to get
rid of them, they’re useless.”

Answering a question from board
member Betty Ann Woerner about
the use of educational software, Mrs.
Meyer said school computers cannot
run some of latest educational soft-
ware because they are not powerful
enough. Furthermore, she said she
hears from teachers who complain
that the computers can’t load certain
websites because the computers and

the older network are too slow.
Board member Rob O’Connor said

it seemed to him that a T-1 connec-
tion, which is what most of the
district’s network uses, is “archaic,”
especially for doing multi-media
projects.

Mrs. Arvay said the move is toward
faster fiber-optic connections, but first
the district needs to address what’s in
its network closets. “It doesn’t pay to
increase the bandwidth between the
buildings if we don’t look there first
(at switches in closets).” She said her
department has had to replace
switches because they’re failing.

In addition, the technology presen-
tation covered cyber safety. Accord-
ing to the presentation, students may
only use computers that have filters,
which prevent them from visiting sites
with inappropriate content. Mrs.
Meyer invited parents to attend a cyber
safety night on Monday, April 30,
and said she’s concerned that some
students may be viewing inappropri-
ate content at home.

She said an important goal of the
technology plan is to have students
“use technology to gather and orga-
nize information, to solve problems,
to edit and publish, and we recognize
the need to infuse digital media in our
teaching.”

“Technology is only valuable if it
fits into the curriculum, if it’s infused
into the curriculum and becomes a
part of the kids’ daily life,” said Mrs.
Meyer.

Parent Jody Hines of Scotch Plains
suggested that the district consider
presenting the community with a wish
list of technology needs because com-
puter-savvy residents may have solu-
tions to the district’s technology prob-
lems.

In addition to hearing about tech-
nology, board members reviewed and
approved a new U.S. History book
for ninth- and 10th-grade students
from Prentice Hall. Presenting the
book, high school Social Studies Cur-
riculum Supervisor Bradley Siegel
said that the book-selection process

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Leaf And Gumball Pick-Up
Delayed Due to Nor’easter

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
hopes to start its leaf and gumball pick-
up program later this week, several
days behind schedule, after the heavy
rains from the nor’easter of Sunday and
Monday forced public works and fire
department personnel to assist residents
in pumping out flooded basements and,
in some cases, evacuating in the face of
rising flood water.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the council at its conference
meeting on Tuesday that he hopes to
complete the leaf and gumball pick-
up in about 10 days.

Township workers, he said, “were
very, very busy” as a result of the
heavy rains earlier this week, when
he estimated that more than six inches
of rain fell in some 30 hours. He said
some residents of an apartment com-
plex on Rivervale Court off Martine
Avenue were evacuated on Sunday
night and given the option of spend-
ing the night at Union Catholic High
School, although only a handful did
so, with most choosing to stay with
family or friends.

“It could have been a lot worse,” he

said, noting the storm was more of a
steady, heavy rain instead of a con-
stant downpour.

In other business, the council will
move forward to purchase a new com-
munications center for the police de-
partment as part of the $3.8-million
renovation underway at the munici-
pal building on Park Avenue. Police
Chief Brian Mahoney had requested
the new system, first during the
council’s budget hearings in Febru-
ary and again in a March 7 memoran-
dum, in which he detailed the costs of
such a system.

When the police department’s op-
erations were moved from the build-
ing to a trailer two months ago, the
police department was told its com-
munication and dispatch equipment
was obsolete and would need to be
replaced when the building is ready
to be reoccupied.

Chief Mahoney provided the coun-
cil with cost breakdowns for the pur-
chase and installation a new system,
including $6,475 for the replacement
of old furnishings and equipment,
$37,508 for new consoles, racks and
storage units and $93,590 for the ac-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Voters Approve SP-F School
Budget and $2-Mil. Bond

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Voters in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood on Tues-
day approved the school budget, nar-

rowly passed the bond to turf the
athletic fields, re-elected Rob
O’Connor, who was unopposed for
the Fanwood seat, and elected Nancy
Bauer and Jane Costello to open seats

representing Scotch Plains on the
board of education.

Slightly more than 20 percent of
the approximately 19,600 registered
voters in Fanwood and Scotch Plains
turned out. Polls remained open from
2 to 9 p.m.

The $64.5-million school budget
passed by a vote of 2,513 ballots in
favor and 1,651 ballots against it.
Voters approved the $2-million turf-
bond referendum with 2,114 “yes’
versus 2,052 “no” tallies.

Unchallenged Fanwood candidate
Rob O’Connor returned to the school
board by receiving 823 votes.

In Scotch Plains, four candidates
ran for two vacant seats. Ms. Bauer
received 1,217 votes and Ms. Costello
garnered 1,335 votes. Unsuccessful
candidates John Kubie and David
Gorbunoff received 1,043 and 875
votes, respectively.

Officials and candidates gathered
to hear the tallies at the administra-
tion offices in Evergreen Elementary
School.

“We’re thrilled with the support
we’ve received for the budget,” said
BOE Vice President Trip Whitehouse.
“I think less people may feel affected
by the turf; whereas, a lot of people
will correlate the school budget…”

Outgoing board member and
former BOE president Thomas Russo
commented on the large margin of
votes in favor of the school budget.
“I’ve been involved, as you know, on
the school board for 10 years and
before that involved in PTA activities
for years, and I don’t ever remember
a margin that large. I hope that’s a
trend,” Mr. Russo said.

Business Administrator Anthony
DelSordi, said, “The budget passed
in almost every district by the widest
margin I’ve ever seen since I’ve been
here [eight years].”

Regarding the bond vote, Mr. Russo
said, “It’s good. I understand that the
bond referendum was a controversial
subject, but it did apparently pass,
and I think it will ultimately be good
for the community. I think when the
(turf) facility is completed, opponents
will be won over by the kinds of
opportunities that it will be able to
provide for our kids.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Courtesy of Heidi Hylan
FLOODING PARKS…Mindowaskin Park in Westfield floods Sunday from
heavy rains of the storm that clobbered the northeast this week.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED FOR CONSTRUCTION...Cranes are hard at work last Friday in
applying new structures to the Scotch Plains Municipal Building. The work
required the building to be closed for the day.

POLICE BLOTTER
Fanwood

A resident in the 300 block of La
Grande Avenue reported that sometime
between Sunday, April 1, and Tuesday,
April 3, someone made several hun-
dred dollars worth of unauthorized pur-
chases using his credit card. The detec-
tive bureau is investigating the inci-
dent, police said.

Tuesday, April 3, Valentino Soriano,
38, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing Kenilworth warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, April 7, Dishanua R. Nix,
32, of Roselle was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice and hinder-
ing apprehension after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. She was issued
a summons and released.

Sunday, April 8, Ashley Adams, 19,
of Plainfield was arrested on outstand-
ing Scotch Plains and Burlington Town-
ship warrants after a motor vehicle stop.
She posted bail and was released.

Sunday, April 8, Terri A. Jackson, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on numerous
outstanding warrants from Irvington af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. She posted bail
and was released. Mailk L. Canty, a pas-
senger in the vehicle, was also arrested on
an outstanding Elizabeth warrant.

Tuesday, April 10, Francia Domin-
ique, 32, of Lakewood was arrested on
an outstanding Pennsville warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.
She posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, April 11, Brian E. Perry,
43, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Sayreville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.
He posted bail and was released.

Friday, April 13, Kevin R. Garron,
30, of Edison was arrested on an out-
standing Madison warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, April 14, Robert Caruso,
57, of Brick was arrested on an out-
standing Newark warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Saturday, April 14, Terrance J. Tho-
mas, 31, of Newark was arrested and
charged with obstruction of justice af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was issued a summons and released.

A resident of the 100 block of Burns
Way reported that sometime between 6
a.m. on Saturday, April 14, and 9 p.m. on
Sunday, April 15, someone broke into his
motor vehicle and removed a car stereo.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 9, a business owner

on Park Avenue reported that a former
employee removed approximately
$1,000 worth of items from the restau-
rant without permission.

Monday, April 9, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that some-
one opened a credit card in his name
without authorization and made ap-
proximately $800 in fraudulent charges.

Wednesday, April 11, a resident of
School Place reported that an individual
with whom he was formerly involved in
a relationship threatened to cause him
harm.

Friday, April 13, a resident of Front
Street reported that two unidentified
suspects rang her doorbell and asked
for an unknown person. According to
police, the suspects then walked around
her property before fleeing in a vehicle.

Saturday, April 14, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that while he was work-
ing out at a gym in Scotch Plains, some-
one took his jacket, which had his iPod
in the pocket, from the locker room.
The items were valued at approximately
$300, police said.

Saturday, April 14, Marvin Williams,
33, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). According to police, Williams
was stopped for a moving violation at
which time police detected a strong
odor of alcohol. Williams allegedly also
had several open containers of alcohol
in the vehicle, police said.

Mountainside
Friday, April 13, a resident of Fox

Trail reported that someone attempted
to steal her vehicle, which was parked
in her driveway. According to police,
the suspect hit the victim’s lamppost
while backing the car out of the drive-
way and fled the scene. There was vis-
ible damage to the ignition and minor
cosmetic damage to the rear of the
vehicle on the bumper, police said.

Saturday, April 14, Sanjeev R. Patel,
27, of Jersey City was arrested for al-
leged DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for failure to maintain a single
lane.

Saturday, April 14, Ajit H. Patel, 22,
of Jersey City was arrested at
Mountainside police headquarters for
driving with a suspended license while
attempting to post bail for a DWI arrest.
He was also charged with outstanding
warrants, police said.

Saturday, April 14, Adalberto Diez,
20, of Linden was arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana following a motor vehicle
stop for operating an unregistered ve-
hicle. Diez was also charged with mis-
use of an examination permit.

Westfield
Monday, April 9, an Osborne Avenue

resident reported the rear passenger
side tire on his motor vehicle was punc-
tured while the vehicle was parked in
front of the victim’s home. The dam-
aged tire was valued at $250.

Monday, April 9, a resident of the
100 block of Washington Street re-
ported that someone spray painted vari-
ous words and symbols on the retaining
wall of the property where he resides.

Tuesday, April 10, various pieces of
jewelry, including three gold rings valued
at an approximate total of $3,400, a gold
charm valued at approximately $250 and
a pair of gold cufflinks of unknown value
were reported stolen from a bedroom at a
Mohawk Trail residence. There were no
signs of forced entry, police said.

Thursday, April 12, Emily Taylor,
43, of Westfield was arrested after she
responded to Westfield police head-
quarters to satisfy an outstanding traf-
fic warrant issued by the Westfield
Municipal Court, with bail of $100.
Taylor was unable to post bail and was
held pending a court date that day.

Thursday, April 12, Clarence W. Jans,
Jr., 46, of Westfield was arrested at the
Westfield Municipal Court on an out-
standing Neptune Municipal Court
criminal warrant, with bail of $296. He
was released after posting bail.

Friday, April 13, Westfield High School
reported that sometime between March
30 and April 3, someone removed a Dell
GX 270 Optiplex flat screen monitor,
keyboard and mouse from the gymna-
sium office. The missing items are valued
at approximately $1,600, police said.

Friday, April 13, a Faulkner Drive
resident reported that his motor vehicle
was the target of criminal mischief while
parked in his driveway. The vehicle was
defaced with scratches, police said.

Saturday, April 14, James C. Patrick,
29, of Jersey City was arrested at the
Sayreville barracks of the New Jersey
State Police on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant. He was released after
posting $500 bail.

County Eyes $10.5-Mil. Bld.
To Replace Veneri Complex

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – An architectural
firm hired by the County of Union
has presented preliminary plans for a
$9-10.5 million, three-story office
building and parking facility for 300
North Avenue. One hundred and forty
one surface parking spaces are pro-
posed, along with 11 rooftop spaces
on a small parking deck.

The facility would replace the
existing Veneri facility on North
Avenue which houses the Union
County Clerk’s annex, Rutgers Co-
operative Extension, the offices of
the Union County superintendent
of schools and the division of
weights and measures. The build-
ing site is adjacent to the newly-
built Ralph Froehlich Public Safety
Building and across the street from
the Westfield Diner.

“The existing garage building (be-
hind the Veneri building) will be de-
molished at the beginning of the
project. The existing Veneri building
will stay in operation until the end of
construction, and then be removed to
provide much needed on-site park-
ing,” according to the Mountainside-
based Musial Group.

The eastern portion of the structure
would feature a one-story portion of
the 49,149-square-foot facility, with
garages for the county sheriff’s office
and the medical examiner as well as

offices for the medical examiner and
the autopsy suite.

The center of the new building
would house the vehicle storage ga-
rage including a rooftop deck for trail-
ers and other county vehicles. Garage
bays will be featured for county po-
lice and emergency management ve-
hicles and the county’s SWAT team.

A three-story office building on
the west side of the facility would
house the Passport office of the
Union County clerk’s office and the
Union County Rape Crisis Center
on the first floor; Rutgers’ Exten-
sion on the second floor and the
county superintendent’s office, the
division of consumer affairs and
weights and measures on the third
floor.

Westfield Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca, who heads the
Westfield town council’s public safety
committee, said the county had ini-
tially contacted Westfield about ob-
taining parking permits for county
employees on Tremont Avenue, but
the town rejected the request.

“We didn’t think it was appropriate
to have a bunch of county vehicles
parked on a residential street,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the county hopes to break
ground by early next year, with the
building to be completed by mid-
2009.

began more than a year ago using
teachers, students and parent focus
groups.

Thursday’s meeting was the last
meeting Board President Thomas Russo
and member Craig Nowlin attended as
board members. They left two Scotch
Plains seats open when neither chose to
run for re-election this year.

Parents and fellow members ap-
plauded their service. Member Linda
Nelson said Mr. Russo has been with
the board 10 years and Mr. Nowlin
seven, if one includes the year’s work
he did on committees prior to his
election six years ago. Newly-elected
board members officially join the
BOE at its annual organization meet-
ing on Tuesday, May 1.

Thanking board members and the
public, Mr. Russo said, “I’m sure Mr.
Nowlin would agree with me that it’s
been a very rewarding experience. I
wouldn’t have missed a day of it.”

The BOE also said goodbye to
Kathleen Meyer, the district’s coordi-
nator of public information. Mrs. Meyer,
who attends board meetings and sum-
marizes them for the public, opted to
retire this year. Due to budget cuts, the
district will not fill her position, and her
duties will be divided among other
school district staff members, officials
said during budget workshops in March.

indicative of the neighborhood.”
Mr. Glennon said he is “not par-

ticularly excited about making three
non-conforming lots” from Mr.
Close’s properties.

However, Mr. Zucker and board
member John Celardo said they were
not “bothered” by the proposed set-
back variances of a few feet that would
be required.

Mr. Close’s subdivision proposal
will come before the planning board
for formal consideration at a later date.
After he indicated he was looking for
some direction, board members en-
couraged Mr. Close to consider Mon-
day night’s concept hearing comments
in preparing his final proposal.

“We’re here to listen to your plan;
we don’t fix your plan to make it
work,” Mr. Celardo said.
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Scotch Plains Council
tual system itself. Some of the costs,
except for the actual system, will be
charged to the building renovation
project, while a bond ordinance to
finance the purchase of the new com-
munications and dispatch system will
be introduced either next week or at
the council’s Tuesday, May 8 meet-
ing.

The council is expected to act next
month to award a $173,800 bid to
Zenith Construction for the renova-
tion of Jerseyland Park. Mr. Atkins
said eight bids had been received, four
of which he termed “very competi-
tive.” Last week, the council approved
a $273,000-bond ordinance to finance
the park renovations, which will in-
clude field expansion, including a new
full-sized soccer field, that will be
made possible by the demolition of a
house on adjacent Richmond Street.

Mr. Atkins said township officials
would open bids next week for the
residential clean-up in June. Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover said members
of the senior citizen advisory com-
mittee had asked him about possible
discounted permit fees for seniors,
although Mayor Martin Marks said it
would probably be easier for seniors
to simply share the cost of a permit
with a neighbor, a practice the town-
ship has urged since the program was
instituted two years ago.

The council will hold a public hear-

ing on the 2007 municipal budget at
its regular meeting next Tuesday. The
$23.3-million spending plan will be
financed by a five-point, or 3.6 per-
cent, increase in the municipal tax
rate, from $1.39 per $100 of assessed
value to $1.44 per $100. Municipal
taxes on a home assessed at $121,000,
the average assessment in the town-
ship, would increase $61.

Some officials pointed out that state
legislators approved a new rule for
second questions [bonds] whereby a
60 percent voter approval will be re-
quired.

Speaking to the group of about 40
Tuesday night, District Superinten-
dent Margaret Hayes said, “Obviously
the results are still unofficial because
we have to add in the absentee ballots,
but I want to thank you all so deeply
from the bottom of my heart.

“The budget vote is huge. The bond
referendum is still tight but it looks
very, very positive. Thank you all for
your support with that and my con-
gratulations to the board candidates,
all of you obviously helped to bring
out a lot of important voters.”

Officials said they didn’t know how
many absentee ballots were filed, but
based on previous experience, board
member Donald Parisi said, “They
tend to end up the same percentages
you see. It usually doesn’t turn out to
be a wild swing in another direction.”

The Scotch Plains BOE winners,
Ms. Bauer and Mrs. Costello, attended
the gathering. Ms. Bauer said, “I’m

very gratified that the voters of Scotch
Plains elected me and I’ll do my best
to represent them.”

Referencing questions raised last
month at the candidates forum about
possible teacher contract negotiation
conflicts of interest due to her work
with teachers at William Paterson
College, she told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she wouldn’t let
her feelings about teachers prevent
her from doing what’s best for the
community.

“You have to look at the data. I
mean, it can’t be all on the teachers’
side. You have to try and reach this
accommodation in the middle that’s
best for the community as a whole,”
Ms. Bauer said.

Ms. Costello said, “I think because
I’m very involved at McGinn on the
school level … I kind of feel that I’ve
done all I can at McGinn, so I need to
do a little more (with the school
board). Also, this is the first year all
my kids are in school full time so I
have a lot more time. I’m a stay-at-
home mom, and I thought this was a
good time for me to do this.”
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SP-F Budget, Bond Passes

addition, flooding caused by the storm
in the 100 block of North Chestnut
Street caused gas cans to overturn in
a basement, starting a fire. Heat and
smoke damage was reported through-
out the single-family home. One
Westfield firefighter was injured and
was treated and released from a local
hospital.

Flooding reached the first floors in
some areas including Effingham Place,
located between Prospect Street and
Clark Street, where basement furni-
ture was seen floating. Emergency
personnel warned residents not to en-
ter flooded basements due to danger
from electrical equipment and wires.

The chief said Elizabeth, Cranford,
Roselle Park and Rahway “took the
brunt of the storm.”

Mountainside Police Captain Rich-
ard Osieja said the borough’s emer-
gency services had to deal with “a lot
of flooded basements” in the borough.
He said the borough responded to 30
emergency calls during the storm, add-
ing that Charles Street was closed when
a brook overflowed its banks.

Scotch Plains Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly said the township was “do-
ing fine” from the storm. He said Route
22 was closed in the township from
Sunday afternoon through the evening
hours due to flooding. He said there

was a voluntary evacuation for an apart-
ment complex but only one resident
sought shelter.

He said the driveway to the com-
plex “always floods out,” even during
a “minor” storm.

“We’ve had officers out. If we see
something (flooding), we block it off,”
Lt. Donnelly said.

Mr. D’Elia said most county parks
were closed including Nomahegan in
Cranford, where a tree fell across
Springfield Avenue near Union
County College. A pond overflowed
and flooded the park.

A portion of a road collapsed at
Hazelwood Avenue and Main Street in
Rahway, caused by a collapsed storm
sewer. Flooding also was reported at
Rahway City Hall, Mr. D’Elia said.

A 12-unit apartment building on
Morris Avenue in Springfield was
evacuated. Morris Avenue, also known
as Route 82, was partially closed due
to flooding. Route 22 was closed in
Springfield, as was Bonnie Burn Road
at Route 78 in Scotch Plains.

The county spokesman said Roselle
Park was hit especially hard, with
homes evacuated on numerous streets
along with a 35-unit apartment com-
plex. Union Township also saw a num-
ber of road closings due to overflow-
ing streams.

May 2007 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM-9:00 PM 

Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM-5:00 PM, Sunday 1:00-5:00 PM 
Closed - Monday, May 28 in observance of Memorial Day  

ADULT PROGRAMS
May 1  10:00 AM Travel, Travel, Travel 
May 1 7:15 - 8:45 PM Course: “Organizing for the Overwhelmed” 
May 2     10:00 AM Genealogy Online 
May 2 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “Unfaithfully Yours” 
May 4 1:30 PM TGIF: Leonardo Da Vinci 
May 7 7:00 PM                Great Decisions 2007 - Middle East 
May 8 10:00 AM New! Homework 911  
May 9 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “The Lady Eve” 
May 10 7:00 PM Performance: Big Band Sounds  
May 11 1:30 PM TGIF: Katharine Hepburn 
May 15 2 & 6:30 PM Film: Intimate Stories 
May 16 2 & 7:00 PM           Film: “The Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” 
May 17 10:00 AM New! Beyond Google 
May 18 1:30 PM TGIF: Niagara Falls 
May 22 7:00 PM New! Microsoft Word 
May 23 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “The Palm Beach Story” 
May 25 1:30 PM TGIF: Classic movie week 
May 30 2 & 7:00 PM Film: “Sullivan’s Travels” 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
May 1, 8 & 15        1:30 PM              Preschool Storytime 
        Or 
May 3, 10 & 17  10:00 AM 
May 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30      10:00 AM      Toddler Time 
May 3 & 10          3:45 PM               Story Stew 
May 5, 12 & 19  10:00 AM  Mother Goose 
May 7 & 14       10:00 AM   Tots’ Storytime 
May 14 & 18  3:45 PM  Readers’ Theatre 
May 5, 12, 19 & 26  10:00 AM     Chess 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 
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Garwood Defeats Budget;
Picks New BOE Members

BY KATHY MARQUES
 Specially written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – On Tuesday, voters
defeated the board of education’s bud-
get proposal and selected two new
board members, John Sullivan and
Sandro Villaraut. Incumbent Lisa
Marano was reelected.

Voters defeated the BOE budget
proposal with a tally of 292 votes
against and 176 in favor. Unofficial
voter turnout was approximately 19
percent. The school budget will now
go to the borough council for delib-
eration.

Of the three school board members
elected, Mr. Sullivan was the lead
vote getter with 289, followed by
Mrs. Marano with 284 and Mr.
Villaraut with 236.

One resident present at the vote count
quipped, “Back to the drawing board.”

Incumbents Linda Koenig and
Debbie Courtney were defeated in
their quest for reelection, receiving
228 and 119 votes, respectively. Chal-
lenger Chris LaSpina also was unsuc-

cessful, receiving 173 votes.
Newly-elected Mr. Sullivan and Mr.

Villaraut expressed relief that the elec-
tion process was over and how they
looked forward to getting started as
members of the school board.

Chris LaSpina said he was “tired;
I’ve been up since 6 a.m. But I wish
them all good luck.” Ms. Marano was
happy to be re-elected and looked
forward “to working alongside John
and Sandro.”

Mrs. Koenig, who was present at
borough hall after the votes were
counted, said she would not run again
next year. “That’s it,” she said. She
wished the newly-elected board mem-
bers “good luck.”

Several residents and BOE mem-
bers congratulated Mrs. Koenig on a
good campaign and thanked her for
all her hard work. She served 15 years
in the education system and was
Garwood’s liaison to the Clark BOE
over the last three years.

Mrs. Courtney was not present for
comment following the election results.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Nor’easter Causes Flooding
Of Homes, Roads in Region

School Budget Passes in MS;
Voting Low at 14.5 Percent

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Residents of
Mountainside voted in favor of the
$11,694,735 tax levy for the Fiscal
Year (FY) 2007-2008 school budget
– $14,953,887 – or according to the
administration, “Appropriations in
multiple funds due to transfers” sub-
tracted $388,135, which brings the
total base budget to $14,565,752.

The budget breaks down into the
General Fund, $14,387,862; Special
Revenue Fund, $177,890, and Debt
Service Fund, $388,135.

Three incumbents were voted back
onto the board of education (BOE) in
an uncontested race for three-year
terms. Gene Nagel, who received 375
votes, and Carmine Venes, who gar-
nered 384 votes, will begin their sec-
ond terms. Raymond Haggar, who
received 373 votes, will begin his
third term.

Residents voted two to one in favor
of the budget, with 385 “yes” votes
and 194 “no” votes.

Voter turnout was about 14.5 per-
cent. Borough Clerk Martha DeJesus
said there are about 4,000 registered
voters in Mountainside, and 582 votes
were cast.

Chief School Administrator Rich-
ard O’Malley said residents “re-
sponded to the quality of education
they’re receiving.”

School Business Administrator
Roderic McLaughlin said the com-
munity “respects the judiciousness of
good financial management.”

As for the uncontested BOE race,
Mr. O’Malley said it seemed to be the
trend this year in Mountainside and
neighboring districts.

The school tax will increase
$418,302, or 3.7 percent, over last
year. According to officials, school
tax will increase $141 for the average

homeowner, based on average home
assessments from the borough.

Most of the increase is attributed to
a tuition hike of $793,508, or 5 per-
cent, for Mountainside students at-
tending Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights.

The tax levy funds about 84 percent
of the budget. Dissolution money re-
ceived when the regional district dis-
banded supports 8.2 percent of the bud-
get. State aid funds another 4.7 percent,
while the remainder is funded by mis-
cellaneous revenue and fund balance.

During recent public hearings re-
garding the budget, Mr. McLaughlin
said the current administration is cor-
recting budget challenges from 2005.

He said the administration in 2005
used dissolution monies to “pay the
bills” at the time, which caused a
“gap in funding current operations.”

Through FY 2007-2008, the dis-
trict will have “closed the gap” by 37
percent, or $675,496, according to
Mr. McLaughlin.

The FY 2007-2008 budget will have
“only $1,149,926 in dissolution funds
available to pay current operating
expenses,” according to the budget
presentation.

The largest piece of the operating
budget – 45 percent, or $6.3 million –
supports employee salaries.

Twenty-four percent, or $3.4 mil-
lion, supports GLHS tuition.

About 11 percent, or $1.6 million,
supports employee benefits – a de-
crease from the current budget.

Special education, transportation,
utilities, instructional support and ser-
vices, insurance and telecommunica-
tion, facilities and tuition for voca-
tional technology (vo-tech) educa-
tion make up the rest of the budget.

The BOE will meet on Tuesday at
7:30 p.m. in the Beechwood School
Media Center.

FAA Sets Final Hearing
On Air Space Redesign

AREA – The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) will hold its final
public meeting on the proposed New
York, New Jersey and Philadelphia
Airspace Redesign.

The hearing will take place Wednes-
day, April 25, at the Sheraton Newark
Airport Hotel, located at 128 Front-
age Road in Newark. The hearing
will be held from 6:30 to 9 p.m.

Dennis Hardie of Scotch Plains,
chairman of the Scotch Plains Air-
craft Noise Committee Inc., said the
deadline for public comments to be
submitted to the FAA on the redesign
is Friday, May 11.



Page 2  Thursday, April 19, 2007 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
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WE’VE MOVED . . .
TO A LARGER and NEWER FACILITY!

The Portasoft Company
Mention This AdMention This AdMention This AdMention This AdMention This Ad

And Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 MonthAnd Receive 1 Month
FREE RENTAL

For New Customers

Emergency
Service

24 Hrs/Day

(On An Annual Contract)

Improving
Water Quality

Since 1945

When you need pure, soft water . . .

experience counts!

Portasoft . . .
NJ’s oldest, largest and most successful

Water Treatment Company

TOTAL WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS
Residential & Commercial

FREE WATER ANALYSIS
Expert Service • Affordable Prices

Sales • Rentals • Installation

Whatever your water problem,
Portasoft has the solution.

469A South Avenue, East  Westfield
(Near the Garwood Border)

908-233-4300
www.portasoftinc.com

RELOCATION SPECIAL
“Pick Up” 6  Bags of Salt

GET ONE FREE
Offer Expires 09-01-07

Water Softening • Pure Drinking Water • Iron Removal
Acid Correction • Nitrate Removal • UV Disinfection of Bacteria

Taste and Odor Removal • Chemical IVOCI Removal • Salt Delivery

Ferguson Pushes for Feds
To Fund Special Education

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Rep. Michael
Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence)
has re-introduced legislation call-
ing on the federal government to
meet its own 30-year-old mandate
to fund 40 percent of special educa-
tion costs nationwide. The federal
government currently funds 17 per-
cent of the cost of special educa-
tion.

New Jersey is set to receive $352.8
million in federal special education
funding, according to the
congressman’s office. If the 40-per-
cent threshold was lived up to, Mr.
Ferguson said, the state would re-
ceive $843 million. The state spends
$4.7 billion annually for 250,000 spe-
cial education students through fed-
eral, state and local funds. Nation-
ally, there are 6.8 million special edu-
cation students.

“That 40-percent level of funding
that Washington had committed to
many years ago has never been met;
has never come close to being met,”
Mr. Ferguson said during a press con-
ference last Thursday at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield.

As of the 2005-2006 Fiscal Year,
New Jersey school districts received
$1.6 billion in state aid and $287
million from the federal government.
School districts paid $2.8 billion from
local property taxes for special edu-
cation costs.

Congress passed the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) in 1975, which mandated
that all children, including those who
are disabled, receive a public educa-
tion. Mr. Ferguson introduced the
Mandatory IDEA Fully Funding
Compromise Act in 2004 and re-
introduced it every congress session
since.

H.R. 821, the Everyone Deserves
Unconditional Access to Education
Act, would boost federal funding to
more than $30 billion by 2016, the
congressman said in a press release
issued at the press conference. The
legislator has 20 co-sponsors, includ-
ing Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-Mary-
land), the chairman of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee.

Mr. Ferguson, a former teacher,
said federal spending on special edu-
cation has increased from $7.5 bil-
lion in Fiscal Year 2002 to $11.5
billion this year.

Unlike previous legislation, the new
bill, the Everyone Deserves Uncon-
ditional Access to Education Act,
would create a funding mechanism
based on the per-pupil costs for spe-
cial education. Currently, federal spe-
cial education costs are part of the
annual federal appropriation act
battled each year by members of con-
gress.

“If our legislation is to become law,
this funding would not be subject to

the annual appropriations fight. It
would be automatic funding based on
the number of students who qualify,”
he said.

The congressman said New Jersey
has become a “magnet” for its special
education programs, attracting fami-
lies from around the country, and
causing an increase in the number of
children classified with disabilities.
“In some ways, we are a victim of our
own success,” Mr. Ferguson said.

He said this causes an increase in
special education costs in New Jersey.
“We need a good partner in the federal
government,” Mr. Ferguson said.

Ted Kozlik, Westfield assistant su-
perintendent for pupil services, said
federal funds go through the state,
which has a formula that determines
what individual districts receive. He
said the district has “a couple” of
students for whom services cost
$100,000 each.

Ann Marie Abercrombie, a fifth-
grade teacher representing the New
Jersey Education Association
(NJEA), and who attended Thursday’s
press conference, said the NJEA “has
fully endorsed the bill.”

“The congressman has been a tire-
less advocate for children with spe-
cial needs programs over the years.
He has our 100-percent endorsement,”
Ms. Abercrombie said. “If we get this
money it also helps our taxpayers in
the State of New Jersey. Our special
needs children are in dire straits…We
need the funding; we need the money
and we need the money in the class-
room,” she said.

Maddie Colas, a principal’s secre-
tary at a North Plainfield elementary
school and an NJEA representative,
said, “Special education has been
stressing our districts because more
and more people are moving in with
special needs.”

“It’s about time that we really get
the full funding that was promised to
us so many years ago,” Ms. Colas
said, noting additional funding would
help “the burden on our boards of
education” to fund education.

Mr. Ferguson said he hopes the
legislation can become law this year.

“With a new Congress, new leader-
ship and a different landscape, I’m
optimistic to have at least as good if
not better of an opportunity to pass
the legislation this year,” Mr. Ferguson
said.

BOE Offers Clarification
On 2007 School Budget
By KATHY MARQUES

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation opened its meeting Monday
with a moment of silence for the
family members of the victims of the
Virginia Technical School shootings
that occurred earlier in the day.

“It is a tragedy what happened and
our thoughts and prayers go out to the
victims and those injured,” said Board
President Adele Lewis.

On the eve of the BOE elections,
Finance Committee Chairman Chris-
tine Guerriero wanted to clarify the
proposed budget, since other news-
papers had published misleading in-
formation.

“The borough council calendar year
runs from January 1 to December 31
and the school board calendar runs
from July 1 to June 30. Should the
budget pass, the school portion would
increase starting in July by $188 on a
house assessed at $100,000 for the
half year.

“That is only half of the school
year’s calendar. In the municipal 2008
budget, from January to June, the
other $188 would be added to the
municipal government budget on
homes assessed at $100,000. The to-
tal combined amount for the school
year would be $376 but because the
two budgets overlap, it could seem
that the school budget is going up by
either $188 or $376, which is both
correct, but it depends on whose year
you are looking at,” said Ms.
Guerriero.

The BOE accepted the 2006-2007
Extraordinary Aid in the amount of
$37,339, which will offset some of

the out-of-district placement costs.
The BOE also will store and use mats,
valued at $1,575, which are owned by
the Borough of Garwood. The mats
would be placed on the gym walls to
protect students, and recreational
committees also would be able to use
them.

The Education Foundation of
Garwood awarded Dana Mandy a
$519 grant for a pre-kindergarten class
trip to The Imagine That Discovery
Museum in Florham Park.

The EFG also will hold an appre-
ciation dinner/dance on Thursday,
April 26, at The Westwood in
Garwood. The foundation will honor
Elizabeth Novella with the Teacher
of the Year award. Additionally,
former Garwood resident and Super-
intendent of the New Jersey State
Police, Honorable Joseph “Rick”
Fuentes, will be recognized with a
“People Making a Difference” award.
Tickets are $40. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 789-0331, extension
no. 1450.

The PTA will award two tickets for
the Broadway show Mamma Mia! to
Special Education Coordinator
Theresa Quigley, “for all her hard
work.” The PTA also will hold a tal-
ent show tomorrow, Friday, April 20,
at 7 p.m. at Lincoln School. Admis-
sion is $7.

The Garwood Free Public Library
has begun a free movie program,
which debuted last night with
Charlotte’s Web. An adult must ac-
company children under age eight.

The BOE (re) organization meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, April 24,
at 7 p.m. at Washington School.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPECIAL ED...Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence) provides an update
of his special education legislation in Congress to increase federal aid during a
press conference last Thursday at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield.
Pictured, from left to right, are: New Jersey Education Association representa-
tives Maddie Colas and Ann Marie Abercrombie and Rep. Ferguson.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

DWC Plans to Update Signs
For Downtown Parking

By GINA LEVINE LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) out-
lined a plan Monday night to make
downtown parking more user friendly.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
said the parking signage and bro-
chure are being updated.

Pay stations will have information
boxes with brochures and lots will
have universal signs. New signs will
also have clear lot numbers.

“Once we have branding on en-
trance and exits, I think it will make a
big difference,” said Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea.

Resident Rob Nehring, who at-
tended the meeting, suggested giving
names to the lots, rather than num-
bers, as identifiers.

Mr. Gildea said the town has de-
cided to keep lot numbers that will be
clearly marked on the new brochure.

Board Chairman David Martone
said tickets printed at pay stations are
already set up to name the lots by
number.

“I think the signs in front of the lots
are going to help a lot,” said Mr.
Nehring.

During the design committee re-
port, committee head Karrie Hanson
said the DWC has a “big picture plan
of trying to make parking lots more
attractive and more functional.”

She said the downtown experience
should start “when you get out of
your car.”

Ms. Hanson said the new owner of
the building that houses the Windmill
eatery plans to enhance the rear of the
building facing its parking lot.

“It would provide a really nice
change to people using the lots,” she
stated. Ms. Hanson said another
project the committee is “keeping a
close eye on” is restoring the building
on South Avenue that will be Mario’s
Italian Deli.

She said just as restoring the “ar-
chitectural integrity” of the building
housing Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe on
East Broad Street was a “signature
project,” Mario’s is “another focus
area.”

She said a goal is “to bring new
vitality to South Avenue.”

“We have a lot on the design com-
mittee plate right now,” said Mrs.
Cronin.

In the area of promotions, Mrs.
Cronin said a “community coupons”
book, with coupons from at least 45
merchants, would be direct mailed to
residents.

She said a vendor from Staten Is-
land initiated the book and the DWC
might use it for “branding” in the
future. Mrs. Cronin said there is no
charge for retailers to advertise in
the coupon book the first time. The
goal is to send the book four times
a year and to accompany it with a
newsletter twice annually. The total
cost for direct mailing would be
$15,000.

She said the vendor is “going on
the assumption that this will be a
successful project for our community
and that retailers will come back.”

In other promotional news, a Harry
Potter event will be held in late June
to coincide with the release of the
seventh Potter book, “Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows.”

Mrs. Cronin said she is looking to
form a subcommittee to help plan the
event.

Contracts are out for bands partici-
pating in the 11th annual “Sweet
Sounds Downtown” jazz festival. The
event is held every Tuesday in July
and August from 7 to 9 p.m.

Plans also are underway for the
Sixth Annual Downtown Westfield
5K and Pizza Extravaganza on
Wednesday, July 25.

The DWC will meet again on Mon-
day, May 21, at 7:30 p.m.
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ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., April 18 thru
Tues., May 1 , 2007. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of

errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.
®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 1

APRIL/MAY 2007

Debit
Card

Ruffino
Chianti 1299

Di Lupo

Sutter Home

BV
Coastal
ALL
TYPES 799

Hardy’s
Stamp
ALL
TYPES 599

Merryvale
Starmont

•Cabernet

2199

Piper Sonoma
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR 1099

750
ML

Ruffino
Il Leo 899

•Rosenblum
“Cuvee” Zinfandel

•Ruffino Lumina
Pinot Grigio

•Moselland
Riesling

•Brancott
•SAUVIGNON

BLANC
•PINOT NOIR 999

Prices effective: 4/18 thru5/1/07

•Cabernet   •Pinot Grigio
•Chardonnay   •Merlot

809
1.5 L

Sutter Home

Di LupoDi Lupo

750
ML

750
ML

Marques de Riscal
•TEMPRANILLO
•RUEDA 799

750
ML

•CHIANTI RISERVA
•PINOT GRIGIO
•ROSSO
TOSCANA 999

•ALTO ADIGE
PINOT
GRIGIO 1299

•CHIANTI 699

Minini
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MONTEPULCIANO 899

1.5 L

Santa Marvista
Reserva
ALL TYPES 699

1.5 L

Don Simon
SANGRIA 699

1.5 L

1.5 L

Beringer
Stone Cellars
ALL TYPES 999

1.5 L

Fox Horn
ALL TYPES 499

1.5 L

YellowTail
ALL TYPES 1199

1.5 L

Livingston Cellars
ALL TYPES 899

C.R. Cellars
•BRAVISSIMO
•FORTISSIMO 1299

Almaden 5 L BOXES
•CHABLIS   •RHINE   •BURGUNDY
•GOLDEN CHABLIS
•BLUSH CHABLIS 1099

•CABERNET  •CHARD.
•MERLOT  •WT. ZIN. 1299

3 L

4 L

Due Torri
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MERLOT 999

1.5 L

Cockburn
Ports

•SPECIAL
RESERVE

1399

•RUBY
•TAWNY

1099

Stolichnaya
Regular Only

3000

Rodney
Strong
SONOMA
•CABERNET
•MERLOT

1299

•CHARDONNAY

1099Dry Sack
Sherry 1199

750
ML

•Merlot

1999
750
ML

•Chardonnay

1499
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

BV
Rutherford
Cabernet1999

750
ML

VODKA

Imperia 2699

Crystal 999
TEQUILA

RUM

•BLANCO

2899
•REPOSADO

3199

•AÑEJO

3599

GIN

Capt. Morgan
SPICED RUM 2599

El Tesoro ALL 750 MLS

1.75 L

Gilbey’s 1399

Crystal 1099

Grand
Marnier 2999

1.75 L

1.75 L

CORDIALS

BOURBON

COGNAC & BRANDY

Seagram’s
7 Crown 1599

1.75 L

Fleischmann’s
Preferred 1299

SCOTCH

1.75 L

Fris
REGULAR 1999

1.75 L

Sailor Jerry
SPICED RUM 1799

750 ML

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299

1.75 L

Cancún
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

Wolfschmidt 1399

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

•VS

1499
•VSOP

1999
•XO

3999

De LarocheDe Laroche

Cointreau 2999

Christian Bros.
BRANDY 1699

Kamora
COFFEE LIQUEUR 1699

Johnnie Walker
BLACK 12-YEAR-OLD 5499

1.75 L

Glenfiddich
12-YR-OLD SINGLE MALT 3299

750 ML

Speyburn
10-YR-OLD SINGLE MALT 1999

750 ML

John 
Begg 1599

1.75 L

Jim Beam 
White Label 2499

1.75 L

Knob
Creek 2699

1 L750 ML

1.75 L

PRICE
BREAK 609

750 ML

PRICE
BREAK

Beefeater
Gin

2700
1.75 L

Chivas Regal
12 Year Old

4909
1.75 L

Johnnie
Walker Red

2910
1.75 L

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Your
Choice!

Beer

Dessert Wines

BIG SIZE SAVINGS!

PRICE
BREAK

Sutter Home Nando
Asti

Nando
Asti

Nando
Asti

Nando
Asti

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML 750

ML

750
ML

Sutter Home
WHITE ZINFANDEL 699

1.5 L

Rossini’s Classic Cellars
•CHABLIS   •RHINE   •BURGUNDY
•RUBINO ROSSO  •ROSE
•BLUSH CHABLIS 799

4 L

3 L
DESSERT WINES
ALL TYPES 999

Georges
Duboeuf

•Pouilly Fuisse

1499
750 ML

•Macon Villages

899
750 ML

•Beaujolais
Villages

799
750 ML

24-PACK, 12-OZ. LOOSE BOTTLES

1499

•Coor’s or Coor’s Light

•Bud or Bud Light

•Miller Genuine Draft 

or Miller Lite

Your

Choice!

Seagram’s
VO 1999

1.75 L

Canadian
L.T.D. 1199

1.75 L
1 L

750ML

1.75 L

Turning
Leaf
ALL TYPES
(Excl. Sonoma Reserves)699

750
ML

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

COGNAC ALL 750 MLS

ShopRite

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

County to Borrow $2.4 Mil.
For Dredging of Waterways

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is ex-
pected to introduce a $5.3 million
capital ordinance tonight to fund on-
going dredging projects at Cedar
Brook in Plainfield and the upper
portion of Echo Lake in
Mountainside.

County Director of Finance Larry
Caroselli told reporters after last
Thursday’s agenda meeting that $2.4
million of that amount is being bor-
rowed at a loan rate of 2 percent from
the state. Another $2.6 million is in
bonds and notes.

The loan, according to last Thursday’s
agenda, is from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection’s
Dam Restoration and Inland Water
Projects Loan Program. In 2005, as
reported by The Westfield Leader and
The Times, county officials initially
sought a $1.7 million loan.

Dredging at Cedar Brook “is virtu-
ally done,” Mr. Caroselli said. Echo
Lake has been drained, but sediment
has not been removed to date.

Parks and Recreation and Facili-
ties Director Charles Sigmund esti-
mated last year that some 45,000 cu-
bic yards of dredged materials would
need to be removed from Echo Lake,
and that the biggest cost of the project
was the disposal of sediment. The
county has considered having the
materials transported to a hazardous
waste facility. The lake has not been
dredged in more than 15 years.

In other business, the board con-
sidered a resolution to support state
legislation that would establish county
offices for the disabled statewide. The
bill, A-1707, would appropriate
$425,000, with each of the state’s 21
counties receiving funding of
$20,000. Union County has an exist-
ing office with a director who was
paid $53,000 as of March 2006, ac-
cording to records obtained by The
Leader and The Times. According to
the website of the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of County Disability Services,
Inc., 18 counties have offices for the
disabled.

Under the legislation, counties
would have the power to maintain a

central source of information on pro-
grams and services for the disabled,
circulate current knowledge on dis-
abilities and the rights of the disabled
to the public and stimulate the expan-
sion and coordination of existing ser-
vices “to more adequately meet the
needs of people with disabilities.”

Each county would appoint an ex-
ecutive director to administer the of-
fice. Additional funding would come
from the state and federal govern-
ments, private individuals, corpora-
tions and associations, according to
the legislation sponsored by Assem-
blymen Douglas Fisher and John
Burzichelli (LD-3, Salem), Assem-
blyman Jeff Van Drew (LD-1, Cape
May) and Assemblywoman Valerie
Vainieri Huttle (LD-37, Bergen). All
the sponsors are Democrats.

The board reviewed a resolution to
hire Rockaway-based Simplex Grinnell
at $446,000 to upgrade the fire alarm
system at the Union County jail. The
cost includes 717 smoke detectors, 50
duct smoke detectors and 400 audio-
visual units to view jail corridors.

In other business, the board will
honor Chief Anthony Parenti of the
John Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains with a resolution on his
retirement. Mr. Parenti previously
served as police chief of Fanwood.

Corzine’s Condition
Improves Daily

Governor Jon Corzine’s condition
continued to improve this week follow-
ing a car accident last Thursday night.
The governor, who was in critical condi-
tion and on a respirator, sustained a
dozen broken ribs as well as breaking his
collarbone, femur (leg), breastbone and
vertebra, according to news reports.
Reports indicate Governor Corzine was
not wearing his seatbelt when his driver
swerved to avoid hitting the vehicle in
front of them, which had been cut off by
a pickup truck, causing the governor’s
vehicle to veer off the road and into the
guardrail. The 20-year-old driver of the
pickup truck was not charged. State Sen-
ate President Richard Codey of West
Orange is, once again, serving in his
other capacity as acting governor.

Police Investigate Shot
Fired at Freeholder’s Car

The Courier-News reported last week
that Union County Freeholder Adrian
Mapp’s SUV was shot at as he left St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church on Park Av-
enue in Plainfield on April 10. Police
reported that the bullet lodged in the
window as he was driving from the
church. Mr. Mapp did not suffer any
injuries, Plainfield Public Safety Direc-
tor Martin Hellwig said. Police continue
to investigate the incident.

Bollwage Accuses BOE
Of Misspending Funds

Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage cited
a federal audit report he said he obtained
from the Union County superintendent of
schools that cited $2 million in misspent
funds as part of the city’s board of
education’s $396 million proposed bud-
get, according to a Star-Ledger report.
The mayor said the report shows monies
were intended for low-income students at
risk of failing state tests. The report, the
mayor said, recommended the district
return the money to the federal Depart-
ment of Education. Elizabeth BOE
spokesman Donald Golcalves, a former
county freeholder, accused the mayor of
making his comments for “political pur-
poses.” He questioned how the mayor
received the audit when the school board
had yet to receive the document.

Only 24 of Races
Contested in Primary

The Associated Press reported last
week that, despite 13 state senators and
21 members of the General Assembly
not seeking re-election in November, it
is unlikely Republicans have much of a
chance at regaining control of either
house of the 120-member legislature
from the Democrats. Out of a potential
240 Primary races in the legislature
statewide, the AP reports only 24 are
contested in the June Primary. Demo-
crats hold a 22-18 edge in the senate

and a 50-30 majority in the assembly.
City Agrees to Sell

Gregorio’s Former Car
The Linden City Council voted 10-1 at

its April 10 meeting to sell the fully
loaded 2003 DeVille used by former
mayor John Gregorio. According to The
Star-Ledger, bidding will start at $20,000
for the vehicle with 22,000 miles, which
is valued at $17,000 in the Kelley Blue
Book. The car was valued at $56,000
when purchased in 2003 by the city. New
mayor Richard Gerbounka has refused to
use the vehicle, saying the car is linked to
the “overspending” of the previous ad-
ministration.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FENCED IN…Residents of Wood Valley Road erected this fence and play structure
with a permit two years ago. The Mountainside Board of Adjustment denied a
variance at last Thursday’s meeting, as the board contends it was improperly erected.

Jim O’Connor for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO CAUSE FOR ALARM…Mike Peters of The Alarm, right, conducted a live
taping of “In The Round” at the Kean University Student Center. The taping
aired throughout the State of Union County’s Freeholder Forum. Mr. Peters
discussed his charitable organization LOVE, HOPE, STRENGTH FOUNDA-
TION, which battles cancer. In addition, he talked about his planned climb up the
stairs of the Empire State Building to raise money and awareness. Above, Kean
University President Dawood Farahi presents a Kean T-shirt to Mr. Peters, with
Freeholder Chester Holmes appearing at left.

Peters Climbs Empire
State to Fight Cancer
COUNTY – The Kean University

Student Center’s performance of “In
the Round” recently featured a  live
taping of special guest Mike Peters of
The Alarm.

Mr. Peters, along with James Chip-
pendale, discussed the formation of
their new charitable organization –
LOVE, HOPE, STRENGTH FOUN-
DATION and their partnership with
Union County’s Musicfest 2007.

Mr. Peters performed acoustically
and talked about the historic climb up
the stairs of the Empire State Build-
ing with a special acoustic perfor-
mance on the observation deck. The
foundation works to raise money to
fight cancer and promote stem-cell
research. For more information,  con-
sult lovehopestrength.com.

MS BOA Refuses Old Fence,
Resident Threatens to Sue

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Last Thurs-
day, the board of adjustment declined
to grant a variance for a fence and
play structure, prompting the appli-
cant to state her intention of suing the
borough for the cost of bringing her
fence into compliance.

Jean and Kevin McCauley applied
for the variance as a result of viola-
tion letters received, saying the fence,
erected with a permit, and the play
structure were non-compliant with
the borough’s zoning ordinances.

As she presented their case, Mrs.
McCauley said she was surprised they
were asked to apply for a variance for a
condition that had existed for two years.

Citing a combination of factors, in-
cluding the property’s location at the
corner of Wood Valley and Timber Line
Roads and an in-ground pool in the
backyard, Mrs. McCauley said the swing
set, according to the play structure com-
pany, was in the only safe location.

Mountainside’s zoning rules require
side yards facing roads on corner prop-
erties to meet the more rigorous stan-
dards mandated for front yards.

The rules also require that fences
within 30 feet of roadways not ex-
ceed four feet in height. Additionally,
they require the fence be of open
design. The fence in question is a six-
foot fence with scalloped top, of solid
design, and extends to 11 feet from
Wood Valley Road.

Describing the history of the fence,

Mrs. McCauley said it was erected in
the spring of 2005. The fence contrac-
tor, Delta Fence Company, was told to
stop work during construction although
no written stop order was received,
according to the McCauleys.

Consultation with their attorney
caused the McCauleys to resume work
on the fence. A string of three viola-
tion letters was received, and was
responded to by the McCauleys’ law-
yer. The last of these letters, received
in January, resulted in this hearing.

Board Chairman John Tomaine
pointed out that, as Board Attorney
Vincent Loughlin had said earlier, the
board “must disregard the procedural
history” in considering the application.

Attorney Jeff Noonan, hired by next-
door neighbors Anna Mae and Joanne
Hanson, argued against the fence.

The attorney and neighbors stated a
three-fold argument. They cited safety
concerns, noting visibility issues as
they exit their driveway; aesthetics,
saying the fence is effectively a solid
wall, and moisture concerns, arguing
that the height and style of the fence
reduce air movement, rob their prop-
erty of sun and contribute to moisture
and icing issues on their property.

Conrad Ramos of Barton Drive, a
family friend, spoke in favor of the
fence.

Following the board’s decision to
deny the variance, Mrs. McCauley
said she intended to sue  the borough
for the cost of bringing the fence into
compliance.
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Mountainside Town
Clock is Hour Behind
I contacted the Mountainside Borough

Hall regarding the town clock at the cor-
ner of Mountain Avenue and New Provi-
dence Road about [the clock] being an
hour slow. From clerk to public works,
everyone is passing the buck about when
this will be fixed. It is such a beautiful
clock and town focus point. Why doesn’t
someone take charge and get the clock
fixed instead of blaming a satellite or the
manufacturer?

Donald Fedoryk
Mountainside

Lions Easter Egg Hunt
Was Success in WF

The Westfield Lions Club would like
to thank The Westfield Leader for publi-
cizing the club’s 72nd annual Easter Egg
Hunt on April 7. Despite the unusually
cold weather, the hunt was a success,
judging by the participants’ comments.

The Lions would also like to thank
Town Administrator James Gildea and
Police Chief John Parizeau. A Special
thanks is extended to Lions Club mem-
bers Greg and Alberta Ryan for their
unceasing efforts on behalf of the hunt,
which has become a Westfield institution
dating back to 1936.

The following merchants generously
made donations for prizes: Baron’s,
Brummer’s, Cold Stone, Hi-5, Jersey
Mike’s, Shop Rite of Garwood, Stop and
Shop, Trader Joe’s and Wal-Mart of
Watchung.

Mike Gordeuk
Garwood

Former Papermill Subscriber Writes
Board is Inept with Unsound Budget
An employee of the Paper Mill Play-

house wrote a touching letter begging the
subscriber base and the general public to
bail out the financially -ailing theater. His
time should have been spent cajoling the
inept and disreputable board of trustees
of the venerable cultural icon.

The board approved a fiscally unsound
budget, which immediately created a $2.8-
million deficit. The board promised to
raise $2 million among themselves, and
predicted that individual ticket sales would
cover the remaining shortfall. Pledges,
however, fell far short of the goal, and
actual paid donations only totaled $56,000

at the time this crisis became public, ac-
cording to The Star Ledger and New York
Times.

I am a long-time subscriber, but I
stopped making voluntary donations sev-
eral years ago when the previous leader-
ship group took the Playhouse into finan-
cial jeopardy through fiscally irrespon-
sible behavior. Unless the board corrects
the mess they have made, they will be
remembered as the Board that destroyed
the beloved Paper Mill.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

SP-F Scholarship Writes Thanks to
Community for Fund Drive

SP-F BOE Provided
Several Budget Reviews

In response to the charge by reader
Jerry Shilstat that the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education slated a
budget presentation on April 2 that con-
flicted with Passover because of “dumb
and insensitive planning,” please be ad-
vised that I was invited by the Fanwood
Republican Club to present the proposed
budget and bond information at the club’s
regularly scheduled meeting on April 2.

Board representatives were invited as
guests. Also announced in this newspa-
per were board of education sponsored
daytime presentations at both public li-
braries on April 9 and 14, as well as
evening presentations at all eight public
schools. There were public presentations
scheduled from mid-March through mid-
April at various times, so that all those
who wished to attend a presentation were
offered many opportunities to do so.

Linda Nelson
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

Education

SP-F BOE Website Budget Notes
Confuses Councilpersons at Meeting

SP Municipal Budget Projections
Have Been Way off for Years

A Flooded Scotch Plains Resident Writes of her Plight
And Provides Recommendations to Avoid Future Problems

The 40th annual Dollars For Students
Drive was conducted over the weekend of
April 14 to 15 the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation, which is cel-
ebrating it’s 41st anniversary of service to
the young people of our two communi-
ties.

We would like to express our apprecia-
tion to the local students who participated
in our drive and to the generous citizens
of Fanwood and Scotch Plains who made
their efforts a successful venture.

The monies collected will be presented
as scholarships to graduating high school
students at the annual awards night at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on
May 23 and to college students on June 15
at our awards reception to be held at the
Forest Road Park Community Center.

Over the years, the board has been able
to assist local students with scholarships
with a total value of $1,502,830. This
year, we have received 131 applications
for assistance with 30 submitted by col-
lege students. We also assist 15 addi-
tional Rotary Garbe four-year recipients.

We look forward to announcing our
own Dollars for Students recipients as
well as those students who will be receiv-

ing monies from the 24 additional funds
which we maintain, and the 20 pass-
through funds which we administer. This
year, we will be administering over
$129,000 of community assistance to lo-
cal students.

Our sincere thanks and appreciation go
out to all of our neighbors who so will-
ingly continue to show the young people
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood that they
value them and their effort to continue
their education. If you were not at home
when our students stopped by, or if you
did not receive a request through the mail
but would like to support our efforts,
please send your contribution in care of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation, P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, NJ
07023.

The public is cordially invited to attend
the annual meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation, which
will be held on June 15 following our
scholarship reception at the Forest Road
Park Community Center.

Ellie Kramps
President

SP-F Scholarship Foundation

This letter is to refute comments made
by Chris Thompson in a letter-to-the-
editor published in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Thursday, April 12.
Chris Thompson states that the March 27
Scotch Plains Township Council meeting
was “sidetracked on the amount of the
school board increase” and “the meeting
turned into a sideshow because of a mis-
statement concerning the board of educa-
tion”

The letter further states that Mayor
Marks and Bill McClintock are “playing
party politics with the taxpayer’s money
of Scotch Plains.”

I watched this March 27 meeting on
TV34 and heard a detailed chronology by
Mayor Marks on how the final budget
numbers were achieved, an account not
contested by four of five council mem-
bers. I also heard the misstatement re-
garding the school budget that was made
by Councilman Kevin Glover.

Councilman Glover’s misstatement
arose when he stated that since the board
of education increase on the average
Scotch Plains household was proposed to
be only $22 and the BOE budget repre-
sents a much larger portion of our total tax
dollar, that the township’s proposed $61
increase should be lowered.

At that time, the township manager
expressed his doubt that the BOE in-
crease could be that low, and that he
would check into that number. Mr. Glover
stated that he got that number from the
BOE website. Since I was home, I was
able to view the BOE website,
www.spfk12.org/sp-f_budget.htm and
found where he got the $22 figure. That
$22 value is the difference between the
2006/2007 increase ($306) and the pro-
posed 2007/2008 increase ($328). I printed
and retained that website information.
The website has since been modified
where a section titled “2007-2008 Oper-
ating Budget” has been removed, which
held this analysis.

The meeting was adjourned. After
council meetings adjourn, the opportu-

nity for viewers to call by phone is regu-
larly provided. I made the first call and
provided the clarification that the BOE
increase is proposed at $328 and explained
the significance of the $22 figure. After
my call, Bill McClintock called to agree
with my analysis as he too was looking at
the BOE website. These were two short
telephone calls after the meeting was ad-
journed. No sidetrack and no sideshow.

The difference between the budget sup-
ported by four of four members and that
supported by Councilman Glover is over
how deeply to dip into township financial
reserves. There is no difference in spend-
ing between the proposals. Prior to the
March 27 meeting, the council had al-
ready agreed to adjust the tax increase
downward by using more of the reserve
than some were comfortable with in an
effort to accommodate Councilman
Glover’s input. The township manager
made it clear, before and during this meet-
ing, that in view of quantifiable, unavoid-
able and sizeable increases to be faced by
the township in upcoming budget years,
any greater draw from our reserves in
2007 would be “a big mistake.” I do not
see any validity in claims of party politics
since the four members that agree are of
both parties.

On March 27, the Scotch Plains Coun-
cil voted on the 2007 Municipal Budget.
This meeting, the preceding conference
meetings and the public hearing sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 24, are of impor-
tance to all of us in Scotch Plains. Resi-
dents should take an interest in these
sessions, be aware of the decisions made
and the facts that support the decisions.

It is irresponsible for individuals to
submit written commentary on these pro-
ceedings that are factually inaccurate.
For those that attend or view these meet-
ings, the inaccuracies will be apparent.
For others without first-hand knowledge,
misleading statements are counterproduc-
tive.

James Pate
Scotch Plains

The question has legitimately been
raised as to why a new councilman or
anyone else for that matter, does not rely
on the advice and judgment from the
Scotch Plains Municipal Manager and
the mayor who have years of experience
in preparing Scotch Plains’ municipal
budget.

In order to answer that question, it is
first necessary to decide what is a proper
goal in preparing and proposing a munici-
pal budget. Then the value of the experi-
ence can be judged.

A municipal budget is a projection of
revenues and expenses for the coming
year. By law, the projections have to state
a balanced budget. At the end of a period
of time, reality sets in. Was the projected
budget correct? There are special rules
for municipal accounting so it takes a
little time and attention to know the an-
swer. But in the end, no matter what
accounting system you use, the law of
conservation of money comes into play –
do you run out of money or is there extra
money in the bank?

It seems to me, that all things being

equal, the goal of a municipal budget
should be to raise by taxes the amount
necessary to provide the services the town
provides. Of course, there is a need for a
reserve, so if the reserve is low, a little
extra can be raised by taxes; and if the
reserve is too high, a little less should be
raised by taxes.

How close is it reasonable to expect
that the projections will result in an equal-
ity between revenue and expenses? We
do know that the year our mayor holds out
as the worst budget in Scotch Plains his-
tory, 1999, at the end of the process it was
off by about $50,000.

Since that time, the closest the Scotch
Plains municipal manager and the mayor
have gotten is being off by $272,000, five
times as much. In the seven budget years
Mayor Marks has been mayor, the aver-
age amount the Scotch Plains budgets
have been off is in excess of a half a
million dollars a year, 10 times as much.
(see fund balance on sheet 3 of the Scotch
Plains annual financial statements for the
years 2000 to 2007).

Thus, over the last seven years our
taxes, on average, have been five points
too high or five points too low. Never
right. Someone who moved into town in
time to pay the 2003 taxes and lives in the
average home we hear about at tax time,
$122,000 valuation, has paid about $100
too much because of these errors.

Our township’s municipal manger
and the mayor like to say our high
property taxes are totally Trenton’s
fault. They think the people of Scotch
Plains won’t take the time to see that
our local government bears part of the
responsibility for taxes that are higher
then they should be.

Maybe it’s not so irresponsible for a
new councilman to ask questions, de-
mand answers and not agree just so that
the mayor will be happy and not lose his
temper. Maybe this new councilman is
working in your interests.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

I am disappointed that proper flood
warnings were not posted on Tussel Lane
at Riverside Village in Scotch Plains on
Sunday evening.

I approached Tussel Lane around eight
o’clock at night on Sunday. It was dark. I
had just had dinner with my family in
Westfield when I drove down the street
that leads me to my apartment in River-
side Village. I saw that the road was
slightly flooded, but it looked like it did
the times before on Tussel Lane, when it
is slightly flooded and un-lit.

It was not until I approached the un-lit
caution “road flooded sign” 100 feet or so
in front of my car (that is always up even
on a sunny day) when my car actually
plunged into what appeared to be a lake.
I grabbed my dog and my CDs, as the
water in the car began to rise, and exited
the car. I realized then that the water was
above my tires and the power to my car
shut off.

I ran into my apartment and called my
dad. I told him not to take Tussel Lane,
but to park the car in the first lot of the
complex on Goodman Road. I then called
the police department, where they told
me that it was private property so they
could not issue a warning to oncoming
traffic or help me with my car. They
recommended I called the superintendent
who told me he saw me drive down the
road and realized then that the cones he
set up had been washed away.

He then said there was nothing he could
do because he was busy and he did not
have time to set up other cones, signs or
lighting otherwise advising residents to
not drive down the road. So, he said, I
should call a tow truck, “that would cost
me an arm and a leg.”

Once my dad arrived, we called about
15 companies before finding one that
would come out and tow my car. “We
can’t come that far, the roads are flooded,”
said the AAA towing operator.

Once we found one towing company
that would, my dad and I took several
photos of my car. The entrance to the lane
was fine. At least five vehicles tried to pull
down the lane, and might have, if we had
not waved them away. Tussel Lane does
have a fire lane that is not marked and
clearly should have been Sunday night.

Once the tow truck company arrived at
10 p.m. the driver, Gerry Schmidt of
Basking Ridge Towing said, “That road
should be blocked off. There are no signs
that indicate the road is flooded or where
the fire lane is,” he said.

By that time, the water had risen from
half way from the top of my tires to
completely covering them. While my car
was being towed, two cars attempted to
leave Tussel Lane through the front en-
trance where my car was being towed and
may have if we had not stopped them.

At this point I am extremely upset
because I just spent $1,200 fixing up my
car and now $100 towing my car, and it
may also be totaled. If someone had re-
sponded to me when I had originally
called, I might not be in the situation I am
currently. I use my car to commute to
work in NYC and I now have to find

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chelonian – Pertaining to tortoises

or turtles
2. Apocrustic – An astringent or repel-

lent
3. Milter – A male fish during breeding

time
4. Pleach – To interweave, as branches

of trees

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SPONSION
1. A formal promise or pledge
2. Money; coin; wealth
3. The property of a bishop or clergy-

man
4. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
SANGUIGENOUS

1. Producing blood
2. Cruel; mean
3. In a relaxed state; resting
4. Oozing; seeping

PERIOPLE
1. A passage from the Bible used in a

formal service
2. Latticework upon which climbing

plants are grown
3. A series of standing stones surround-

ing a central object
4. The outside, smooth, horny part of

the hoof of a horse
LEISTER

1. A tanner of pelts or animal skins
2. A landlord or land holder; especially

in rural areas
3. A three-pronged, barbed spear for

taking fish
4. A breed of long-wooled sheep

Former New Jerseyan
Becomes S.C. Delegate
Having moved to South Carolina a

little more than a year ago, I’m now a
delegate in the Democratic Party.

In New Jersey, that would never have
happened.

Vincent Lehotsky
Formerly of Rahway

Journalists InvitePublic
To OPRA Workshop
Please help us publicize that the New

Jersey Society of Professional Journalists
will hold a seminar Saturday, May 12,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the New Jersey
Open Public Records Act (OPRA). Some
of the state’s best investigative journal-
ists will teach others how to use the act to
write better, more impactful stories.

The event will be held at the South
Brunswick Public Library, 110 Kingston
Lane, South Brunswick. The public is
invited.

David Levitt, president
NJ Society of Professional Journalists

dlevitt@bloomberg.net

One Bad Apple Gives the Other
Builders In Westfield a Bad Name

I love Westfield, grew up on Clark
Street and graduated WHS in 1975. Spring
in Westfield is breathtaking. The natural
resources, parks and gardens in Westfield
are one of the many attributes that make
our town such an outstanding place to live
and raise our children.

It takes a lot for me to write a letter to
the editor, but I’m mad as hell. My neigh-
bor of 24 years passed away last fall
leaving 1-1/3 acres of magnificent woods
and wetlands. These enormous parcels of
land are windows to a past, filled with
large lots and huge Victorian and Colo-
nial homes, and they are disappearing
fast.

For the last two months, my neighbors,
wife and I have been witnessing a builder
draining the wetlands on the property in
order to construct three homes versus two
homes on the lot. He’s been covert in
hiding the lines with leaves, making it
appear as though the water was being
pumped from the home. When his work-
ers were confronted, the lines were moved
to drain down a valley in the backyard so
no one could see the damage being done
— and the draining continues.

I’ve been in touch with the DEP, sent

pictures of the industrial pump as well as
their attempt to deceive and they have a
case number established. A town coun-
cilman has been called, even the Town of
Westfield has been alerted and yet, there
is silence — and the pump continues to
drain.

I’ve spoken with builder friends of
mine and they shake their heads in dis-
gust. They (and I) know full well the
ramifications of a few “bad apples” giv-
ing a nasty reputation to the honorable
ones in the industry.

What is happening to our attitudes? At
what point did we decide that fighting to
save our natural resources was not impor-
tant anymore? What could be more vital
in Westfield than to preserve the small
amount of wetlands, parklands and
greenlands left in our town? Our focus is
finally on the issue of Global Warming
and you’d think that actions against our
environment would not be tolerated any-
more. At what point do we deem this
behavior socially unacceptable? Where
are the environmental saviors? — and the
draining continues.

Alan Rasmussen
Westfield

another way to get to work.
The road should have been clearly

marked so that not only myself, but other
residents would have been clearly warned
not to take Tussel Lane on April 15. Clear
signage should have been placed to tell
residents to take the fire lane instead of
the main road. That signage should have
appeared right in front of Tussel Lane and
a roadblock should have been placed there.
as of 11 p.m. on Sunday evening.

In my opinion, this is a failing not only
of my residence, but of the police depart-
ment as well who failed to block the road
properly. In the future, the town and the
apartment owners should consider them-
selves responsible for proper drainage,
signs, and blocking of roads (if neces-
sary) if the roads should flood.

Maria Woehr
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
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Phone - (908) 232-4407
Submittal Formats

Email Photos in color
Email Ads as pdf files in color

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
Upload and Feedback

For large files, multiple photographs
and assured delivery to our newspapers,
you can upload direct to our server at
goleader.com/upload. Call (908) 232-
4407 for username and password that
are required for this procedure.

Letters to the Editor

Statement From Corzine Spokesman
Corzine Spokesman Anthony Coley Tuesday released

the following statement in response to the State Police
update on last week’s crash involving Governor Jon
Corzine:

“The governor’s family is grateful for the way Trooper
Robert Rasinski maintained the SUV during the accident
and offers their appreciation to the New Jersey State
Police and all involved in the care and evacuation of their
father from the scene to Cooper University Hospital.

“Right now, Jennifer, Joshua and Jeffrey are focused on
their dad’s health and recovery from this unfortunate
accident.

“The family understands there will be further review of
this matter by a board of State Police experts and others.

“It is important that we get a complete picture of what
happened that day, not simply to help bring a measure of
closure, but to ensure that the right lessons are learned to
avoid similar accidents in the future.

“The Corzine Administration believes this should not
be about assigning blame or pointing fingers, but simply
about getting a more thorough understanding of the
circumstances surrounding this accident.”

Editor’s Note: Authorities released data Tuesday that
the Governor’s vehicle was traveling 91 mph at the start
of the accident on the Garden State Parkway last week.

Who’s Captain of the Ship?
Our prayers go out to Governor Jon Corzine for a

full and speedy recovery. Although still in serious
condition, we are relieved that he’s improving after
his devastating automobile accident last week.

One might ask, “Is too much expected of the
Governor for making all these whirlwind trips, and
at breakneck speeds?” Does he endanger himself
and put others on the highway at risk?

Whether the Governor is on an airplane, helicop-
ter or automobile, a professional must be captain of
the ship. When being driven, we believe that the state
trooper must be the captain. The trooper is the
professional and must be in command, not with-
standing pressure exerted from superiors.

By being given command authority, the profes-
sional can best ensure the safety of passengers and
the public. The captain of the ship would insist on
using seat belts or refuse to proceed. The captain
would not put all at risk with perilous speed.

It’s not the time for a witch-hunt, but we must
“ground” ourselves. It’s time for common sense and
for correcting comportment – on this and all matters.
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I Was Part of a Community There
By Mary Snauffer

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Mary Snauffer, a
Westfield resident, just completed a two-
year assignment with the Peace Corps in
Thailand. She has been writing firsthand
accounts of her experiences in this col-
umn for The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. This is
her final column. Her first column ap-
peared in the December 15, 2005 edition.

*****
Two Januarys ago, I was in San Fran-

cisco. I was, with some hesitation, walk-
ing down a tarmac headed towards a
jumbo jet, which would fly me, indi-
rectly, to Bangkok, Thailand. Today I am
alone in a quiet airport in To-
kyo.

My time as a Peace Corps
volunteer in southern Thai-
land is the experience that
surreally sits between these
two moments in time. An ex-
perience that was nothing like
what had come before or, I
suspect, will come after.

Before I left for Thailand, I
was obsessed with reading all
I could about volunteer life in
Southeast Asia. I wanted to
know what it is I would learn while living
alone in a small, third world village. I
imagined there was some worldly secret
waiting for me. Something I couldn’t
find in books. Something only under-
stood through experience. Through my
assumed compassion towards “the dis-
advantaged” I thought, soon enough, I
would surely unearth it.

I was so naive.
In the space and time between San

Francisco and Tokyo, these are some of
the things I have experienced in Thailand:
I have woken up with a dead gecko be-
tween my toes. I’ve bowed to Thailand’s
royal crowned Princess. I’ve fed Buddhist
monks heaping spoonfuls of rice at dawn.
I’ve sat on a curb waiting for a bus in
Bangkok with two stray dogs sleeping at
my feet and I played with a beggar’s baby;
we clapped our hands together.

I’ve written speeches the governor
reads to tsunami victims’ families. I stand
behind him under an umbrella, in a skirt,
sweating because of the heat. I’ve woken
in the middle of the night to a phone call
telling me there has been a coup-de-teat
and that I am now under marital law. I’ve
jogged in the mornings to Muslim prayers
broadcasting from mosques. I’ve seen a
full tour bus turn too quickly, roll down
an embankment, snapping down trees
until it settles upside down.

I have watched my neighbor’s daugh-
ter, Doja, grow from an infant into a
beautiful child racing to my front door
waving for me to come outside and play.
I’ve climbed over the rail of a ferry in the
middle of the Adman Sea, dropped down
several feet and landed in a rowboat with

an old, withered sea gypsy. He smiled, the
ferry left and I was alone.

But as for that worldly secret I so hoped
to find, the one great truth, the sweeping
enlightenment about life and human kind.
Well? I never found it.

This is what I know. There are mo-
ments that happen and that you hold. Like
smooth stones you pick up and put in your
pocket. This was my last such moment in
Thailand. I was taking a long bicycle ride
out of my village because I needed space.
I rode through the plantations dotted with
poor Burmese farmers. I rode past two
elephants moving logs with their trunks,

men poking their sides’ with
spears. I felt good and distanced.
I must have been 10 miles out
of the village. I was in the
middle of nowhere on the out-
skirts of a rainforest in Thai-
land.

And then I heard my name.
“Khun Mary! Khun Mary!” A
boy and girl were running out
of the jungle. Their flip-flops
slapped against the red dirt road.
Their legs were scarred and pit-
ted by years of bug bites. I

slowed down, stopped.
They were my students. “What are you

doing here?” They asked in Thai, excited
and wide-eyed. We exchanged pleasant-
ries. I smiled, started to pedal off. They
said “Goodbye” in English and giggled.
They were very proud to have remem-
bered that word.

“Goodbye!” They hollered again wav-
ing. “Goodbye, Khun Mary! Goodbye!”

It was a moment. A realization that I
am part of a community here. Here. A
small village comprised of tin roofs and
banana trees, limestone cliffs and vast
rubber plantations, Buddhists and Mus-
lims. A world away from the place I call
home. A random corner in southeast Asia
where children run out of a rainforest
calling my name.

In the end, what my experience in
Thailand gave me was a collection of
striking details to have and to hold and to
turn over in my mind. I still don’t know
that great secret. I still don’t know how
there can be so much poverty in one
country and so much wealth in another. I
don’t know how we can treat fellow hu-
mans with such disregard. How we can
ignore genocide in Sudan but obsess over
Britney Spears.

I am still just as confused, if not more
so, as I was two Januarys ago in San
Francisco.

All I have to show for my experience
are the stories and the details I’ve ob-
served along the way. I have a feeling
these details and moments are the stuff of
life’s marrow. They are what years later
we will turn towards and linger over.
They are what will sustain us.

Mary Snauffer
WHS 2001

Don Imus should have been tossed off
the radio years ago. His long-running
“Imus in the Morning” show was a snore-
fest full of lame jokes, tiresome rants and
crummy celebrity impersonations and, in
more recent years, appearances by hu-
morless politicos and media heavies try-
ing to be funny. Yet, despite lousy rat-
ings, the self-anointed “I-Man” was el-
evated to some sort of radio powerhouse.

But his firing last week by MSNBC
and CBS for a joke that, typical for Imus,
flopped, raises a number of questions.
The first among them is, “what happened
to free speech and when is censorship
acceptable?” Imus wasn’t the first broad-
caster to say something that someone
found offensive.

Howard Stern, Rush Limbaugh, Bob
Grant, Michael Savage and other lesser-
knowns have all said things over the years
that irked some person or some group.
But why were Imus’ remarks deemed to
have been so far over the line to warrant
his dismissal? Why did he feel the need to
genuflect at the altar of Al Sharpton and
Jesse Jackson, two of our nation’s best
self-promoters who speak loudly but ac-
complish little? Imus apologized repeat-
edly last week, almost to the point of
ridiculousness, and he asked to meet with
the basketball players and their coach,
who ultimately accepted his apology.
That’s all he needed to do.

Where do things go from here? Who’s
next? It was amusing to listen to Sharpton
and Jackson vow last week to put more
pressure on the rap and hip hop record
companies to tone down the language
some of their recording artists use. It’s
almost a sure bet they won’t do a thing.

Meanwhile, will their success in si-
lencing Imus embolden other self-ap-
pointed watchdogs like the Catholic
League, the left-leaning Media Matters
for America, the right-leaning Media
Research Center and the National Orga-
nization for Women to yell even louder
whenever their delicate sensibilities are
offended? If so, look out. Everything from
“South Park” and Jay Leno’s monologues
to the network newscasts and the enter-
tainment industry will be targeted.

If Sharpton and Jackson had not taken
it upon themselves to make an issue out of
Imus’ dumb joke, might the Rutgers
women, if asked, simply have shrugged
the remarks off as the irrelevant rantings
of some stupid old white man on a radio
show with lousy ratings?

Indeed, a day or two after the remarks,
a Rutgers spokesperson said, “We agree
with Mr. Imus that this was, in his own
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words, an ‘idiot comment.’ We are very
proud of the success of the Rutgers
women’s basketball team. Coach Stringer
and the Rutgers players are outstanding
ambassadors for this great institution.”
That could have ended the matter right
then. But instead, Sharpton and Jackson
decided they were the ones to speak on
behalf of the Rutgers women about some-
thing the team itself had yet to directly
comment on.

Another question regarding last week’s
events concerns the supposed courage
and leadership shown by MSNBS and
CBS in canning Imus. Both corporations
bragged about how they had “standards”
that Imus didn’t meet. After carrying his
program for so many years, suddenly
these two media giants found themselves
offended by what Imus and his crew were
saying on the air? And if Imus’ remarks
on April 4 were egregious enough to
warrant his firing, why didn’t they give
him the pink slip immediately instead of
sticking their fingers in the air for a week
to see which way the wind was blowing?

The Imus imbroglio also exposed the
discomfort of some of the Washington
elite at suddenly being associated with a
program they had no problem using to
hawk their books or political campaigns
or causes. While the I-Man flailed about
last week, some of his erstwhile pals were
nowhere to be seen.

Former Rep. Harold Ford, who Imus
backed in his failed Senate bid last year,
vanished. So did Tim Russert. So did Sen.
Chris Dodd, who announced his presi-
dential candidacy on the show a few weeks
ago. Some who did speak up publicly
maintained, incredulously, that they never
listened to the program except when they
were making a guest appearance and,
therefore, weren’t very aware of the
show’s supposed off-color bawdiness. The
week’s biggest phony was frequent guest
Sen. Joe Lieberman, who has railed for
years against smut in Hollywood but had
no problem speaking up for the I-Man.

There’s plenty on radio and television
that I can’t stomach — Rush Limbaugh’s
half-truths and insults, Michael Savage’s
hateful screeds, Bill O’Reilly’s bullying
pomposity, Rosie O’Donnell’s rantings,
Chris Matthews’ incessant interruptions.
It would be amusing to watch any of them
go through what Imus went through.

Rather than have self-appointed
thought-police drive these carnival acts
off the air, I prefer to have the choice of
tuning in or not. We don’t need hypersen-
sitive publicity seekers who specialize in
being offended tell us what’s good for us.
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Fred Rossi, Westfield Leader/The Times

Scotch Plains Talk

Many Questions After Imus;
Is it Thought Police?

If County Had Open Gov., Citizens
Would Be Welcomed to Meetings

FightSMA Conference to be Held in
Washington, D.C. April 22-24

WESTFIELD – Maureen, Bill, Kelly
and Patrick Higgins of Westfield will
meet with Rep. Michael Ferguson (R-7th,
New Providence) and Senators Frank
Lautenberg (D) and Robert Menendez
(D) on Capitol Hill while attending the
twelfth annual FightSMA national con-
ference on April 22 to 24. They will urge
support for spinal muscular atrophy leg-
islation.

Spinal muscular atrophy is an incur-
able neuromuscular disorder that kills
more infants than any other genetic dis-
ease. Patrick Higgins, 9, of Westfield,
was diagnosed with the disease when he
was three years old. SMA affects the
motor neurons of the spinal cord and
brain stem, rendering them unable to com-
municate with muscle cells properly. It is
estimated that it occurs in as many as one
in 6,000 births.

The National Institute of Neurological
Disease and Strokes (“NINDS”) of the
National Institute of Health (“NIH”)
states, however, that out of the 600 disor-
ders it tracks, SMA is one of the closest to
being cured. FightSMA is an interna-
tional non-profit organization dedicated
to accelerating that cure.

“The conference attendees are able to
explain better than anyone why the fight
against spinal muscular atrophy is so criti-
cal,” said FightSMA President Martha
Slay. “We know these very important
meetings with members of Congress will

help to put a face on this horrible disease.”
Attendees will receive updates on re-

search into the disease from scientists
from all over the world and gain advice
from clinicians for coping with this dis-
ease on a daily basis.

For more information, please see
fightsma.org.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD FLOODS...A black Labrador retriever enjoys the massive flooding
at Nomehegan Park in Cranford. In the county, Cranford was one of the hardest
hit communities as the Rahway River spewed over its banks this week and
required the evacuation of dozens of residents. See goleader.com/photos.

I attended swearing in ceremonies in
three separate municipalities this past Janu-
ary and read about several more. All had at
least one elected official thanking citizens
for coming out to the first public meeting
of the year and asked them to please stay
involved. They were very inviting and
stressed that government is “of the people”
and can only serve the people best when
people had an interest in it.

I have never heard a Union County
Freeholder encourage a resident to stay
involved. They’ve never appeared to be
happy to see me walk into a meeting,
that’s for sure. Public comment is just for
commenting. Freeholders have stated,
time and time again, that they do not
answer questions at meetings.

The county website, which has cost tax-
payers tens of thousands of dollars, is main-
tained by the million-dollar public informa-
tion department staff, does not have direc-
tions to the county administration building.
Their directions will get you to the court-
house but not where freeholder meetings
are held in the evening at 7 p.m.. There is no
information on where to park either.

Elizabeth is an intimidating place to
many people. I know some Elizabethans
who don’t like to go out at night. There is
no parking on the street outside of the
administration building. Parking is a block
away and around the corner, which you
will have to find yourself. Then you will
have to walk dimly lighted streets with no
security. The extensive security staff is
inside the administration building, pro-
tecting the administration.

Citizens are routinely harassed by free-
holders after making public comments
or, at best, are ignored by them. You have
a government that isn’t a welcoming
neighborhood “of the people.”

If it were an open government that
encouraged and welcomed citizen in-
volvement there wouldn’t be a need for a
Union County Watchdog Association.
We’d simply have good county govern-
ment. With one-party rule and a disen-
franchised citizenry, I don’t see the county
neighborhood, which controls approxi-
mately one quarter of our tax bills, chang-
ing anytime soon. The watchdogs will
have to stay on duty.

Tina Renna, President
UnionCountyWatchdog.org

Plainfield, County
Seeks Volunteer Tutors

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield Public
Library, located at 800 Park Avenue in
Plainfield, and the Literacy Volunteers of
Union County are seeking volunteers to
tutor adults in reading, writing or English
as a second language.

No experience is necessary. Anyone
with an hour of free time a week can help
by improving the life of an adult in the
literacy program.

For more information, contact Dawn
Harrison at (908) 755-7998 or e-mail
dawn@lvaunion.org.

Tutor training is available at the Rahway
Public Library on Saturdays, June 2, 9
and 16 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Anyone who knows of an individual
who could benefit from confidential, free
tutoring, is asked to have them call (908)
755-7998.

 Tutoring classes are given throughout
Union County on weekdays, weekends
and evenings.

Volunteering Spirit Is
Heart of United Way
This is National Volunteer Week, a

week when America makes a special ef-
fort to recognize the contribution of hun-
dreds of thousands of volunteers.

At the Westfield United Way, we don’t
need a special week because volunteers
are at the heart of the Westfield United
Way every day.

When the Westfield United Way
reaches out, volunteers help do the stretch-
ing. The volunteers and non-profit agen-
cies of the Westfield United Way work
hard to make your generosity felt through
our entire community.

To our volunteers, we say thank you for
every person you have touched. Thank you
for your time, your talents, and your trea-
sures. People often say, “Westfield is differ-
ent.” One of the primary ways in which we
are different is the level of caring and the
involvement of our fellow Westfielders.
So, a thousand times, thank you.

Linda Maggio, Executive Director
Westfield United Way

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

It is rare to find beauty, elegance and power in the
same place.  This wine does that.  You will be hard

pressed to find better.  Lots of berry with hints of herb
and chocolate to go along with a silky texture. It lasts

forever on the palate.  An absolute gem.

Vasse Felix Margaret River
Shiraz  $33.99

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 04/25/07

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $35.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $31.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $54.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $29.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $35.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $31.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $18.99   750ml
Kahlua     $16.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $14.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
edition of Wine News at . . .

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

From Everywhere at Every Price
Petit Paris

Bergerac  $11.99

Chateau Turcard

Entre-Deux-Mers

Blanc  $12.99

Chateau Beaulieu

Coteaux D’Aix-En-

Provence Rose

$10.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$9.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

Would you be surprised to
know that this has a big
nose?  Lots of fruit and
flowers, all cherries and

blackberry.  Medium bodied
and well balanced with

small hints of spice.  50%
cabernet and 50% merlot, it
is a very food friendly wine.

Cyrano gave it 98 points.

A light and easy wine from a
lesser known sub-region of

Bordeaux.  It is made of 60%
sauvignon blanc and 40%
semillon.  A perfect spring

wine with lots of lemon and
lime flavors.  It has a gentle

herbal quality and small
floral hints.  Try it with white

fishes, shellfish and easy
going chicken dishes or just

to sip before dinner.

This is a classic southern
French rose blended from

Grenache, syrah and
cinsault grapes.  It is DRY.

Don’t let the pink fool you.
Red berries mix with

pineapple, passion fruit,
pepper and thyme.  Try it

with salmon or as a bracing
before dinner drink.
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MR. AND MRS. THOMAS DANIEL GILDAY
(She is the former Miss Colleen Sue Nuskey)

Miss Colleen Sue Nuskey
Marries Thomas D. Gilday
Miss Colleen Sue Nuskey of Green-

wich, Conn., the daughter of the late
Rebecca and Elwood Nuskey, was
married on Saturday, November 11, to
Thomas Daniel Gilday of East Hamp-
ton, Conn. He is the son of Raymond
and Claire Gilday of Westfield.

The late afternoon ceremony was
held at the Tomes-Higgins House in
Greenwich, Conn., with the Rever-
end Katherine Garlid officiating, and
was followed by a reception. Patrick
Nuskey of Manhattan, N.Y. gave his
sister in marriage.

Mrs. Dawn Steinbauer of Leesburg,
Va. was the matron of honor for her
sister. Miss Meagan Gilday of East
Greenwich, R.I., the daughter of the
bridegroom, was a bridesmaid.

The bridegroom’s sons, Bryan
Gilday and Kyle Gilday of East
Greenwich, R.I., shared the best man
responsibilities. Patrick Steinbauer
of Leesburg, Va., the bride’s nephew,
served as the ring bearer.

Miss Sharon Nuskey of Washing-

ton, D.C., the bride’s sister, and Ms.
Valerie Chimera Spellman of Wilton,
Conn., a friend of the bride, did
scripture readings.

The bride is vice president of Sales
and Marketing at 4Kids Entertain-
ment, based in Manhattan.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, the bridegroom is Chief Fi-
nancial Officer of Celebration Foods,
based in Rocky Hill, Conn.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner at
DaVinci’s in Greenwich, Conn.

Following their wedding, the
couple resides in Connecticut.

MR. AND MRS. JONATHAN PETERSON
(She is the former Miss Alexis Marie Reidy)

Miss Alexis Marie Reidy
Weds Jonathan Peterson

Miss Alexis Marie Reidy, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Gerard C. Reidy of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
May 6, to Jonathan Peterson. He is the
son of Dr. and Mrs. Clifford Peterson
of Harrington Park.

The Reverend Paul Mayer offici-
ated at the afternoon ceremony, which
was held on the beach of Lake Valhalla
in Montville. A reception immediately
followed at the Lake Valhalla Club.

Given in marriage by her parents,
Jerry and Eileen Reidy, the bride wore
a white satin gown and carried blush
roses.

Mrs. Nicole E. Murphy of Westfield
was the matron of honor for her sister.
Mrs. Medea Villere Reidy of Westfield
and Mrs. Xia Xia Xu Peterson of
Herndon, Va., the sisters-in-law of
the bride, were bridal attendants. The
bride’s three nieces, Miss Alexis
Murphy, Miss Veronica Murphy and
Miss Rita Murphy, all of Westfield,
served as junior bridesmaids.

Jared Peterson of Herndon, Va. was
his brother’s best man. Gerard C.
Reidy, Jr. of Westfield, the brother of
the bride, and Michael J. Murphy of
Westfield, the brother-in-law of the

bride, were ushers.
Mrs. Marita Cammarano of

Hoboken, a cousin of the bride, did a
scripture reading.

A 1991 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride received a Bachelor
of Fine Arts degree from Providence
College in 1995. She teaches fourth
grade in the public schools of
Hoboken.

The bridegroom graduated from
Northern Valley Regional High
School in Old Tappan in 1988 and
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in
Political Science from Stanford Uni-
versity in 1992. He received his Juris
Doctorate from Cornell Law School
in 1995.

Mr. Peterson teaches in the same
public elementary school as the bride
in Hoboken, where they met after both
spent years in other careers, she in
public relations and he as an attorney.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner the evening
before the wedding at Acquaviva della
fonti in Westfield.

Following a wedding trip to
Curacao, the couple now resides in
Rutherford.

SPBPA Dinner Dance
To Be Held on May 4
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation will hold its 12th annual
Spring Fling Dinner Dance at The
Westwood in Garwood on Friday,
May 4, from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m.

This year’s honorees are Dick and
Rita Hooker from the Stone House
Coin Shop and local attorney John
Appezzato. Both SPBPA member
businesses have served the commu-
nity of Scotch Plains for many years.

This annual event serves as the
major fundraiser for the SPBPA
Scholarship Fund. It will include a
buffet dinner, disk jockey and danc-
ing, open bar and a silent auction.
Tickets for the evening are $60.

Interested individuals are asked to
call SPBPA President Lisa Mohn at
Apple Blossom Flower Shop at (908)
322-4999 by Friday, April 27, to
make reservations. Those who can-
not attend the dinner are still invited
to make a monetary donation to the
SPBPA Scholarship Fund or a gift
donation to the silent auction.

WHPC Invites Local Youth
To Submit Contest Entries

Mr. Schoeman to Speak
On Vegetable Gardens
FANWOOD – The Friends of the

Fanwood Memorial Library have in-
vited Master Gardener Stephen
Schoeman to discuss how to suc-
cessfully start and maintain a veg-
etable garden.

Presented courtesy of the Union
County Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice, the program will be held on
Wednesday, April 25, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Fanwood Memorial Library. The
library is located on North Avenue
and Tillotson Road.

A Westfield resident, Mr. Schoeman
is very familiar with vegetable gar-
dening in the area. He will offer ad-
vice on such topics as growing as-
paragus and avoiding tomato blight,
and also will address audience mem-
bers’ questions and concerns.

Handouts and door prizes will be
available. For more information, please
call the library at (908) 322-6400.

Parade Committee Sets
Meeting For April 30
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Day Parade Committee is
inviting everyone interested in par-
ticipating in this year’s parade to at-
tend a planning meeting on Monday,
April 30, at 7:30 p.m.

This meeting will take place up-
stairs at American Legion Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3 on North Avenue
in Westfield. The parade is scheduled
for Monday, May 28, at 9 a.m.

Organizations interested in march-
ing in this year’s tribute are asked to
have a representative at this meet-
ing. Participation in the parade also
can take the form of sponsoring a
wreath to be placed at the Monu-
ment to Veterans of World War I
during opening ceremonies or finan-
cial contributions to help offset the
costs of running the parade.

The parade committee is asking for
any information about Mountainside
or Westfield residents who have fam-
ily members currently serving in or
who recently have returned from the
Middle East. A tribute to those serv-
ing will be discussed at the upcoming
meeting. For more details, please call
Stan Cuba at (908) 233-2767.

Rotary Club to Honor
Mr. Kraus at Banquet
SCOTCH PLAINS – Robert Kraus

will be honored as the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club’s “Volunteer of the
Year” for 2007 at a gala banquet on
Wednesday, May 2, at 7 p.m. at
Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains.

A Fanwood resident for 40 years,
Mr. Kraus has been a soccer team and
Little League manager and coach; a
member of the Fanwood Planning
Board; director of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Jaycees; president of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club and the Rotary-Garbe Scholar-
ship Foundation and chairman of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
trustee board for the past 22 years.

For tickets, please call Karin
Dreixler at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood YMCA at (908) 889-1999.

St. John’s Officers
To Hold Annual Day
SCOTCH PLAINS – The officers

of St. John’s Baptist Church will
host their Annual Day on Sunday,
April 22, at 4 p.m. They have invited
deacons, deaconesses and trustees
from throughout the state to worship
with them.

The Reverend Donald Toussaint,
pastor of the Friendship Baptist
Church in Trenton, will be the guest
speaker. Officers, choir and congre-
gation members from his church will
accompany him.

New deacons will be ordained at
the close of this service, which the
public is invited to attend. St. John’s
Baptist Church is located at 2387
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains. For
more information, please call (908)
232-6972.

OPEN HOUSE AT
CAMP RIVERBEND
Saturday, April 21, 2007

11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Rain date Saturday, April 28

Crafts....Games....BBQ Lunch
Fun for the whole family!

A day camp for boys and girls 
ages 4 -14

116 Hillcrest Road, Warren, NJ 07059

1-888-THE-CAMP
rvrbnd1@aol.com

www.campriverbend.com

Please RSVP by April 18th

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

WESTFIELD – Westfield students
in grades 3, 4 and 8 and all Westfield
High School students are invited to
submit entries in the 2007 Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
(WHPC) Contest.

The contest is designed to encour-
age interest in Westfield’s historical,
cultural, architectural and social heri-
tage. The question for third and fourth
grades is “What is your favorite older
building in Westfield and why?”

Older students are asked the ques-
tion “How should we preserve
Westfield’s unique historic charac-
ter?” Entries may take the form of
essays, art, creative writing, poetry or
photography. Contest rules and the
entry form are posted on the WHPC’s
website, westfieldtoday.com/whpc.

“We are pleased to sponsor the
contest again this year,” stated WHPC
Chairman Betty List. “In past years,
we have had many creative entries
that show the youth of Westfield is
aware of the importance of preserv-
ing our heritage.”

The deadline for entries is Mon-
day, May 7. Students should submit
their entries to their social studies
teachers. They will be picked up from
school main offices on May 7.

There will be a variety of prizes for
each participating grade level. An
awards ceremony will be held at the
Westfield Municipal Building in June.

The WHPC is an official agency of
the Town of Westfield. Its nine mem-
bers seek to protect Westfield’s unique
character. The commission meets the
third Monday of every month and
meetings are open to the public. For
more information, please visit the
WHPC website or call (908) 233-1798.

SATURDAY, MAY 12, 2007 — 8:00PM

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN WESTFIELD
Mountain Avenue at Broad Street

$20 / $15 Students or Seniors. Tickets available at the door. 
Wheelchair Accessible. For Information Call: 908-654-5737 

NEW JERSEY 
STATE COUNCIL

ON THE ARTS

CAS CHORUS AND ORCHESTRA

THE CHORAL ART SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY

JAMES S. LITTLE — DIRECTOR

SOPRANO: ANDI CAMPBELL
ALTO: SHARON MORRISON

TENOR: AXEL ANDERSON
BASS: HOWARD THOMPSON

Franz Joseph Haydn
THERESIENMESSE

Ralph Vaughan Williams
DONA NOBIS PACEM

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, a partner agency 
of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 19, 2007 Page 7

Bible Study and Workshops
To Conclude With ‘Prayer’

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church will begin its final
series of Bible study and spirituality
workshops with a program focusing
on prayer. All classes are free and
open to the public.

On four consecutive Mondays
from April 23 through May 14, the
Reverend Mark Boyea, senior min-
ister, will discuss “The Lord’s Prayer:
What Was Jesus Really Saying?”
This class will meet from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the church’s Chapel
Lounge.

Participants will examine this fa-

miliar Christian prayer, its origins,
its meaning for those who first heard
it and what people are saying about
their faith when they speak it today.

A spirituality workshop entitled
“Prayer: Part Two” will meet on five
consecutive Tuesdays from April 24
to May 22. Led by Joy Mounts, di-
rector of Youth and Family Ministry,
sessions will take place from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m. in the Chapel Lounge.

This workshop will explore the
meaning of prayer and discuss ritual,
liturgical and other forms. One ses-
sion will be devoted to prayers that
attendees have found personally in-
spiring, while others will focus on
prayers from various faith traditions.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For more information,
please call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or visit fccofwestfield.org.

Masonic Lodge to Hold
Free Child ID Program

WESTFIELD – Atlas Pythagoras
Masonic Lodge, located at 1011 Cen-
tral Avenue in Westfield, will sponsor
its 16th annual child identification
program on Saturday, May 5, from
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the lodge.

In recent years, Atlas Pythagoras
members have been using the Grand
Lodge CHIPS format of child identi-
fication. This involves the fingerprint-
ing of children by a law enforcement
officer, creating a short video on disc,
a voiceprint and tooth print. The tooth
print will preserve a DNA sample that
will be sealed in a plastic envelope.

All materials will be given to the
parents or guardians of the young-
sters. Those administering the pro-
gram will keep no records. Light re-
freshments and balloons for all the
young participantswill be available .

This program is free and no reser-
vations are necessary. For more in-
formation or to volunteer for the pro-
gram, please call Chairman Nick
Pagnetti at (908) 245-5422.

Fine Art and Photography
To Be Featured at Church

WESTFIELD – The Philoptochos
of the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church will sponsor a Fine Art and
Photography Exhibit and Sale by
American artists of Greek descent
this Saturday and Sunday, April 21
and 22, at the church.

Chairmen Maria Halkias-Doutis of
Westfield and Avi Kiriakatis of
Kenilworth are two of eight artists
whose work will be showcased. The
event will be held from noon to 8 p.m.
on Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. on
Sunday. The church is located at 250
Gallows Hill Road in Westfield.

On Saturday at noon, the opening
reception will include refreshments
and performances by the Woodland
String Quartet, directed by Lubove
Schnabel of Fanwood. Other artists
whose work will be featured at the
exhibit and sale are as follows:

 Soula Athenasoulas of Cranford, a
teacher in the Elizabeth school sys-
tem, who uses transparencies and mul-
tiple layers of paint to convey her
subjects’ character and state of mind.

Katie Houpouridou of Manhattan,
who specializes in oil painting. Her
artwork is primarily influenced by
the Greek landscape and is included
in many private collections both in
Greece and the United States.

Constantine Kiriakatis of
Kenilworth, who took up art follow-
ing his retirement and is now study-
ing oils with Stefanos Sideris of

Flemington.
 John Sacalis of Sergeantsville, a

professor of plant science at Cook
College, Rutgers University and a
prize-winning artist who began taking
lessons in watercolor in the mid-1990s.
His artwork, known for rich detail,
includes local and Greek landscapes.

 James Speros of Berkeley Heights,
a senior executive at Marsh &
McLennan Companies in New York
City, whose photographs reflect the
unusual in such places as Cape Cod,
Paris, Milan and Salonika.

 Sophia Vourdoukis of Queens,
N.Y., whose images were chosen by
Infiniti for a Herald Square billboard
and also accepted by the Society of
Publication Designers Photography
and Illustration Auction. She also has
been featured in many Greek land-
scape magazines.

Ms. Halkias-Doutis’ art reflects her
years of expatriate life in Africa, Eu-
rope and the Middle East and many
years of studying under prominent
British watercolorists.

An award-winning artist and
teacher, Mrs. Kiriakatis works in all
media and is a member of the
Westfield, Watchung and Somerset
arts associations. For more details,
please call (908) 233-8533.

Local Museum to Spotlight
‘Life of Continental Soldier’
WESTFIELD – This Sunday, April

22, the Miller-Cory House Museum
will offer “The Life of a Continental
Soldier” from 2 to 4 p.m. The mu-
seum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

In 1781, General Charles Cornwallis
surrendered to General George Wash-
ington at Yorktown, essentially ending
the War for American Independence.
This marked the victory of a small,
determined army over one of the most
powerful fighting forces in the world.

Lowell Schantz and Scott Barone,
both members of the Third New Jer-
sey Colonial Regiment, a re-enact-
ment group, will present the perspec-
tive of the Continental Army soldier.

The men will discuss field condi-
tions, rations and discipline. The pro-
gram also will feature a display of
items used by each soldier, includ-
ing gun cleaning equipment, musket
balls and cartridges, as well as a
presentation of the soldier’s weap-
onry, equipment and uniform. This
event is described as ideal for both
adults and children.

Additionally, tours will be given
of the fully furnished 1740 farm-
house. There also will be open-hearth
cooking in the museum’s Frazee

Building. Members of the cooking
committee will use authentic Colo-
nial recipes and cooking methods of
the period, and taste treats will be
available for visitors to sample. Visi-
tors also are invited to stop by the
museum’s gift shop, which is stocked
with a variety of Colonial toys, crafts
and books.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age four. Upcoming Sunday programs
at the museum include the annual
“Sheep to Shawl Festival” on April 29
and “Pillowcase and Handkerchief
Dolls” on May 6. For more informa-
tion, please call the museum weekday
mornings at (908) 232-1776.

Knights Reveal Date
For Annual Fish Fry
GARWOOD – The Garwood

Knights of Columbus will hold its
annual Fish Fry, catered by Thistles
of Kearny, at its council hall on Fri-
day, April 27, from 6 to 8 p.m.

Tickets are $10 and may be pur-
chased after 4 p.m. weekdays at the
council hall at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood (opposite PathMark).
Chicken finger dinners for children
under 12 will be offered for $5, and
takeout meals will be available. Ad-
vance ticket purchase is recommended.

Interested persons should call first
on the weekends. Parking is available
behind the hall off of Willow Avenue.
For more details, please call (908)
789-9809 after 4 p.m.

LOCAL TALENT…Chairmen Avi Kiriakatis of Kenilworth, left, and Maria
Halkias-Doutis of Westfield prepare for the Fine Art and Photography Exhibit
and Sale to be held Saturday and Sunday, April 21 and 22, at the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church of Westfield. Sponsored by Holy Trinity’s Philoptochos,
the event will spotlight eight American artists of Greek descent.

Local Church to Hold
‘Monte Carlo Night’
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Our Lady

of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church,
located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside, will present “Monte
Carlo Night” on Friday, May 4, with
doors opening at 7:30 p.m.

The event will feature blackjack,
craps, roulette and poker; a silent
auction; 50/50 raffle and prizes. Ad-
mission is $45 per person, which in-
cludes $35 in gaming chips, various
hors d’oeuvres, beer and wine.

Table and dealer sponsors are still
available. Tickets may be purchased at
the Our Lady of Lourdes rectory or by
calling Donna Perez Santalla at (908)
233-4272, Eve Vitale at (908) 789-
8568 or Pat Debbie at (908) 654-5388.

Docents to Present
Program on Lenapes
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Histori-

cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Tuesday, April 24. Free and
open to all, it will begin at 8 p.m. at
the Scotch Hills Country Club, lo-
cated at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusa-
lem Road in Scotch Plains.

Sherry Lang and Janet Murphy, do-
cents and volunteers at the Miller-Cory
House Museum in Westfield, will dis-
cuss the everyday life of the Lenape
Indians, with a special focus on their
folklore. The Lenape were local to
New Jersey, southern New York, east-
ern Pennsylvania and Delaware in
early America.  Additionally, artifacts
of the Lenape Indians will be displayed.

Refreshments and fellowship will
follow the program. For more details,
please call Richard Bousquet, Histori-
cal Society president, at (908) 232-
1199.

Health Fair On Tap
At St. John’s Baptist
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Nurses

Ministry of St. John’s Baptist Church
in Scotch Plains will hold its third
annual free Health Fair and Confer-
ence on Saturday, April 28, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the church.

Skilled medical professionals will
perform tests for blood pressure, dia-
betes, asthma, cholesterol, cancer,
cardiology, chiropractic issues and
sexually transmitted diseases. A ho-
listic dietician and clinics also will be
included, among other services.

The public is invited. St. John’s
Baptist is located at 2387 Morse Av-
enue. For more details, please call the
church at (908) 232-6972.

*Valid on new Town Optima accounts and new money only. (1) Receive a $25 credit upon opening your new account. See a branch representative for details. (2) Sign up for direct deposit of your paycheck, pension check, SSI or any other government recurring check and receive a $25 bonus within 60 days after
your first direct deposit is credited to your account.  First direct deposit must be received within 90 days of account opening. (3) Available to personal debit card qualified customers only. Eligible purchases include all Visa®or PIN purchases made with The Town Bank Debit Card. $25 will be
credited to your account within 60 days after your 1st eligible debit card purchase provided they are made within the first 60 days of account opening. ATM transactions and cash balance transfers are not eligible.  For tax reporting

nosreprepsreffofotesenO.sesunob/stfigeviecertahtstnuoccallaot6002dne-raeytadeussiebyammrof9901a,sesoprup per household. **APY Annual Percentage Yield. Check writing privileges for personal accounts only-
limited to three checks per cycle. There is a penalty fee of $10.00 for excess transactions. Tiered balances for Town Optima Personal Accounts are $2,500 (1% APY), $10,000 (2% APY), $15,000 and over (5.00% APY). Tiered bal-
ances for Town Optima Business Accounts are $2,500 (1% APY), $10,000 (2% APY), $15,000 and over (5.00% APY). Yield is guarantee thru June 30, 2007, then subject to change. This offer may be withdrawn without notice.

MEMBER

FDIC

Equal Opportunity Lender
Equal Housing Lender

F R E E C H E C K I N G / S A V I N G S / C D s / M O R T G A G E S / L I N E S & L O A N S / B U S I N E S S B A N K I N G

520 South Ave. Westfield, NJ 07090  908.301.0800  /   44 Elm St. Westfield, NJ 07090  908.518.9333
www.townbank.com

This Spring,
get more than your garden growing.

A great money market rate and up to a $75 bonus will really get things growing.

Just stop by one of our local branches today and take advantage of this limited time offer.

Open up a New Town
Optima Account: (1) $25

Get Direct Deposit: (2) $25

Get a FREE Debit Card: (3) $25

Total Amount Available to You: $75APY*5.00%
Town Optima

Money Market

5.00%
$75$75

Get up to $75 with
your new Town

Optima account*

Holy Trinity Holds
Spring Clothing Drive
WESTFIELD – The Home and

School Association of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School will hold a
spring bulk clothing drive on Satur-
day, April 21, from 8 a.m. to noon.
Donations will be collected at the back
entrance of the school on Watterson
Street in Westfield. All proceeds will
benefit the school.

Accepted items will include clothes,
blankets, linens, towels, shoes, hats,
belts, handbags and stuffed animals in
good condition. All items should be
placed in plastic bags and fastened. No
hangers, toys, appliances or furniture
can be accepted. For more details,
please call Ann Marie Christie at (908)
233-9749.

Church to Welcome
Mr. Metaxas Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – Young Life of

Central New Jersey will present “An
Evening With Eric Metaxas” this Sat-
urday, April 21, starting at 7 p.m. at
the Evangel Church in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Metaxas is the author of
“Amazing Grace,” which has been
turned into a feature film. Admis-
sion is free but seating is limited.
The church is located at 1251 Terrill
Road. To respond, please e-mail
russ@centraljersey.younglife.org or
call (908) 232-3500.
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Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment

Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001
www.stahlesq.com

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
♦  150 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
♦ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy & Spa Pools

♦ Personalized Programs
♦ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
♦ Nurses
♦ Medical Advisory Board
♦ Full Service Day Spa
♦ Child Care
♦ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
♦ Sauna & Steamroom
♦ Aqua Therapy
♦  Physical/Occupational Therapy
♦ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
♦ Cooking Classroom
♦ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
♦ Treadmills
♦ Stair Steppers
♦ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
♦ Ellipticals
♦ Rowers
♦ Free Weights
♦ Selectorized Equipment
♦ Pilates Reformers
♦ Cybex
♦ Stretch Stations
♦ FreeMotion
♦ TechnoGym
♦ Kinesis
♦ HammerStrength
♦ Keiser
♦ LifeFitness
♦ Precor
♦ BodyMasters,
and much more..

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
♦  Healthy Cooking Classes
♦ Nutritional Counseling
♦ Registered Dietician
♦ Adolescent Programs
♦ Speakers Bureau
♦ AED/CPR Training
♦ Physician Lectures
♦ Diabetes Education
♦ Health Screenings
♦ Stress Management
♦ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
♦ Wellness Health Fairs
♦ Youth Programs
♦ Parent & Me
♦ Swim Instruction
♦ Lifesaving Training

The area’s most comprehensive
fitness and wellness center

in Scotch Plains has everything
you need to stay healthy!

Experience what everyone
is talking about!

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.  Scotch Plains  (908) 232-6100
Open Mon. thru Fri. 5 am to 11 pm, Sat. & Sun. 7 am to 7 pm

See the difference in us.
Feel the difference in you!

Mr. Blasko to Visit
Library on April 26

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present
author and retired Associated Press
writer and columnist Larry Blasko
of Summit on Thursday, April 26, at
7:15 p.m.

Mr. Blasko will discuss his newest
book, entitled “Opening the Bor-
ders: Solving the Mexico/U.S. Im-
migration Problem for Our Sake and
Mexico’s.”

This book uses liberal doses of
humor to make a case for opening
the borders in a European Union
style joining of forces.

Mr. Blasko served for more than
three decades with the Associated
Press, working as a writer, editor,
columnist and executive.

A graduate of Northwestern
University’s Medill School of Jour-
nalism, he is the author of two other
books, “ABCs of Computing, a Plain-
English Guide” and “Vamp!,” a hu-
morous vampire novel.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
has designated April as Author
Month at the library. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
more information or directions,
please call (908) 322-5007.

NAMI Program to Focus
On Advanced Directives

AREA – All are welcome to attend
a free public presentation on Tues-
day, April 24, at 7:30 p.m. presented
by the National Alliance on Mental
Illness (NAMI) of Union County.

Guest speaker Joyce Benz, a Licensed
Clinical Social Worker, will share her
expertise on various topics of concern
to individuals with mental illnesses and
their families. The program will be held
at the Osceola Presbyterian Church,
located at 1689 Raritan Road in Clark.

Ms. Benz’s talk will focus on the
establishment of psychiatric advanced
directives (living wills). This docu-
ment allows individuals, when they
are well, to make decisions in advance
about their mental health treatment
including medications, voluntary ad-
mission to inpatient treatment and elec-
troconvulsive therapy. She also will
answer audience members’ questions.

The Division of Mental Health Ser-

vices (DMHS), following 2006 New
Jersey legislation, encourages the em-
powerment of those with mental illness
to establish advanced directives in writ-
ing or to at least document that they
were given this option. Copies of the
DMHS document will be distributed to
the audience during the presentation.

She also will briefly spotlight a few
new programs in Union County, in-
cluding Trinitas Hospital’s Screen-
ing Diversion program; the Jail Di-
version Program involving Trinitas
and the Bridgeway Agency, and some
recent housing opportunities.

Mrs. Benz serves as program di-
rector of Intensive Family Support
Services of the Mental Health Asso-
ciation in New Jersey at the Union
County office.

The church is handicap-accessible.
For more information, please call (908)
233-1628. Refreshments will be served.

SPRINGTIME…Tess Lukowiak and Serena Pantano of the Holy Trinity School
in Westfield enjoy the recent springtime temperatures during recess.

CROSSING JORDAN…Woman’s Club of Westfield met recently at the Masonic
Lodge in Westfield to study the country of Jordan. The members joined in
discussion, shared a member’s album highlighting a personal trip to Jordan and
viewed a travel documentary on this country. Seated in this photo, from left to
right, are: Kay Dolan, Phylliss Snyder, Chair Sally Brown, Nina Foley, Josephine
Bover-Janssens holding album, Helen Allegro and Pearl Weitzman. For more
information, please write: Woman’s Club of Westfield, P.O. Box 2428, Westfield,
NJ 0709l.

WF Resident Performs
In College Musical

WESTFIELD – Emily Greenberg, a
sophomore at Connecticut College, will
play the part of Marta in Company, a
musical about the nature of commit-
ment and companionship, in Connecti-
cut College’s Tansill Theater at 8 p.m.
on April 26 and 27, at 2 and 8 p.m. on
April 28, and at 2 p.m. on April 29.

Emily, a 2005 graduate of Westfield
Senior High School, is the daughter
of Ella and David Greenberg of
Westfield.

Company, presented by the Con-
necticut College music and theater
departments, will be directed by
Gerald Moshell, visiting professor of
music and theater.

Free Wkshp Explains App.
Process for Arts Grants

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
community arts organizations,
schools, libraries, health and social
service agencies and other non-profit
groups to attend a grant-writing work-
shop.

The program begins at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 25, in the Union
County Administration Annex, lo-
cated at 300 North Avenue, East in
Westfield.

The workshop will provide spe-
cific information and guidelines for
completing applications for the Union
County Fiscal Year 2008 Arts Grant
Program. Funds for this program are
made available through the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts.

All non-profit groups and arts or-
ganizations that wish to offer an arts
project to the public are eligible to
apply for grant funds. Arts activities

taking place between January 1, 2008
and December 31, 2008 are eligible
for consideration.

“An organization in search of fund-
ing needs a well-constructed grant
proposal,” said Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison
to the Cultural and Heritage Programs
Advisory Board. “This free work-
shop will take organizers through the
process of writing this grant proposal
step-by-step and discuss the specific
components of a successful applica-
tion, including a description of the
project, the budget and the marketing
plan.”

To register for the free April 25
workshop or for information about
other programs and services, contact
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202 or call
(908) 558-2550. NJ Relay users dial
711. Electronically, e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Scotch Plains Scout Proposes
Replacement of Town Flags
SCOTCH PLAINS — In 2003,

Scotch Plains residents purchased 162
American flags to grace the downtown
business and municipal complex dis-
trict. After three years of service, the
condition of the flags has deteriorated.

Dan Michalak, a sophomore at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and a Life Ranked Boy Scout in Troop
104, proposes a campaign to replace
the flags as part of his Eagle Scout
Leadership Service Project.

“Lisa Mohn, President of the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Asso-

ciation, suggested the idea. After I saw
the condition of the flags, I felt it was
my civic and patriotic duty to do some-
thing about it,” explains Mr. Michalak.

“I met with our Township Manager,
Mr. Tom Atkins and roughed out my
ideas for replacing the flags. I plan to
collect the old flags, have my troop fold
them, and retire them with honor. I also
want to raise awareness in the commu-
nity for Scotch Plains’ replacement flag
fundraising program. Mr. Atkins was
very supportive and encouraged me to
develop the plan along with several
members of the township staff. We
agreed to try to complete the replace-
ment in time for the Scotch Plains
annual Memorial Day Parade in 2007.

“I want to make sure that the faded
and worn flags in place are properly
retired with the honor and respect they
deserve. Special collection containers
will be placed at town hall, the public
library and the post office in Scotch
Plains for anyone who wants to retire
an old flag. My project includes hav-
ing my Scout Troop work with the
local American Legion Post to hold a
ceremony for the retirement of the old
flags by Flag Day (June 14, 2007).”

Dan believes that the project may
also benefit local businesses and
houses of worship. Park Avenue re-
ceives lots of traffic on any given
workday. He said, “If commuters
notice the new flags, it might make
the Scotch Plains downtown area at-
tractive enough for them to stop and
patronize our local businesses, his-
torical areas and houses of worship.”

The Flag Replacement Program is
expected to cost about $2,500. Dan is
seeking help from Scotch Plains resi-
dents, local businesses, civic and so-
cial organizations and religious orga-
nizations as well.

Monetary contributions to Scotch
Plains’ Replacement Flag Program
are welcome. Please send donations
to the Township of Scotch Plains, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey, 07076. Make checks care of Ms.
Lori Majeski, Township CFO and be
sure to write “Flag Replacement Pro-
gram” in the memo part of the check.
Anyone interested in contributing or
volunteering to support the program
can contact Dan Michalak by mail at
2236 Rhoda Place, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, 07076.

Babysitter Training
Set in Mountainside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Recreation Department
offers a babysitter training course on
Saturday, June 16, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
in the Community Room at Borough
Hall, 1385 Route 22 East, Mountainside.
The cost is $40. It is designed for chil-
dren ages 11-16. Advance registration
is required. Participants are asked to
bring their own lunch and drink.

Participants will learn babysitting
skills (feeding, meal preparation, dia-
per changing, etc.), childhood devel-
opment information, basic first-aid and
accident prevention, how to handle
choking emergencies, fire prevention
and safety, the business of babysitting
and safety for the babysitter.

Contact the Mountainside Recre-
ation Department at (908) 232-0015
for more information, or visit
mountainside-nj.com.

Westfield Daycare Reveals
Annual Spring Clothing Sale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Daycare Center will hold its annual
Spring Clothing Sale on Friday, May
4, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday,
May 5, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sale items will include clothing
from newborn to size 14, as well as
games, books, videos and other as-
sorted items. All proceeds from the
sale will benefit the center’s scholar-
ship program.

The Westfield Day Care Center is
housed on the upper floor of the Chris-
tian Education Building of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield on Moun-
tain Avenue. It has provided care and
learning experiences for more than 38

years and currently serves children
ages two through kindergarten.

The center is accredited with the
National Academy of Early Child-
hood Programs. The academy, which
administers national, voluntary, pro-
fessionally sponsored accreditation
systems for all types of schools and
child care centers, is a division of the
National Association for the Educa-
tion of Young Children, the nation’s
largest organization of early child-
hood educators.

Gently used clothes, books and toys
may be donated to the center on Satur-
day, April 28, from 9 a.m. to noon, or
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. the week of
April 23 or the week of April 30. To
arrange a special pickup, please call
Angela at (908) 294-0933. For infor-
mation about the center’s upcoming
summer programs or fall enrollment,
please call Interim Director Thera
Rocco at (908) 232-6717.

Make Money With a
Home-Based Business
CRANFORD – Anyone who can

type can make money at home using a
typewriter, word processor or computer.

A course at Union County College
in Cranford allows attendees to dis-
cover the secrets to profits in the
typing/word processing business, in-
cluding how and where to find cli-
ents, 50 ways to advertise services,
effective home-office equipment
choices, 100 ways to make money
with a computer and free national
networking information.

Upon completion of the workshop,
people will have the freedom to be
their own bosses, set their own hours
and make more money than before.

A $10 materials fee is payable to the
instructor at the door. The cost to regis-
ter is $19, for a total of $29. The public
is invited to come on Monday, May 14,
from 8:35 to 9:35 p.m. To register,
please call (908) 709-7600.UCC is lo-
cated at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

100

A Division of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts

presents

The

Barber
of
Seville
2 PM & 8 PM  Sat.  April 21, 2007

(908) 737-SHOW

www.KEANSTAGE.com

Wilkins Theatre
at Kean University

1000 Morris Avenue
Union, NJ

Wilkins Theatre
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ALL THE PRESIDENTS’ MEN…Second graders in Karen Reichel’s class at
Franklin Elementary School in Westfield recently spent several weeks research-
ing and writing their first biographies. Students were assigned a U.S. President or
other historical man or woman. After finalizing their assignments, they dressed
up as their subjects to share the reports with the class and parents. Pictured, from
left to right, are Patrick Meng (Lyndon Johnson), Owen Kessler (George Wash-
ington), Jason Telsey (John F. Kennedy), Max Kaplan (John Quincy Adams),
Ethan Finver (Andrew Jackson) and Eric Storms (Thomas Jefferson).

St. Bartholomew School
Announces Honor Roll

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew School in Scotch Plains
congratulated the following students
for their academic achievements dur-
ing the third marking period.

Students earning the Principal’s
Award are:

Eighth graders: Joseph Carroll,
Colleen Cassidy, Kara Gaynor, Diana
Ngo, Bridget Ryan, Laura Sammon,
William Shore and Ellen
Tomljanovic;

Seventh graders: Sabine Cardio,
Mary Leahy, Mary Soorial, Amanda
Searls, Ananya Sen Gupta and Megan
Trollo;

Sixth graders: Caitlin Carroll,
Caitlin Conroy, Colleen Dow,
Kathleen Ryan, Nicole Viviano and
Thomas Wang;

Fifth graders: Douglas Cassidy,
Jane Lestarchick, Gabriella
Guardascione and Danver Quintin’

Earning First Honors are:
Eighth graders: Sydney

Handsman,Oliver Howarth,Victoria
Hyppolite, John Luongo, Caroline
Nucatola and Linsey Phelan;

Seventh graders: Anthony
Krajscik, Edward Lopez, Antony

Livingstone,Keith Montiero and
Daniel Quintin;

Sixth graders: Molly Gaynor,
Kayla Giordanella, Gabrielle
Gubernat, Rose Victoria Irace, Kate
Long, Patricia Magnus, Sydni
McCauley, Annabelle Ponterdolph,
Lyndsay Reed, Sophie Sabatell, Ryan
Sawchuk, Tara Sweeney and Earl
Verlarde;

Fifth graders: Nicole Conti, John
Ferry, Yohancè Huggins, Gregory
Mayers, Apriele Minott, Bridget
Pepe and Michelle Rinaldo;

Earning Second Honors are
Eighth graders: Stephan Cardio

and Nicholas Galasso;
Seventh graders: Blair Bamrick,

Francis Degnan, Matthew Donaway,
Domenic Gubernat, Corrine Luongo
and Kurtis Walcott;

Sixth graders: Danielle Galasso;
Fifth graders: Femi Adedoyin,

Olivia Buttigheri, Daniel Leahy and
Sean Ryan.

Masel Named to Merit
List at Kenyon College
WESTFIELD – Sarah Masel,

daughter of Randy and Randye Masel
of Westfield, has been named to the
Merit List at Kenyon College for the
first semester of the 2006-2007 aca-
demic year.

To be eligible for Merit List recog-
nition, a student must earn a grade-
point average of at least 3.45 on the
college’s 4-point grading scale.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, she is a sophomore at Kenyon.

WHS Physics Students
Win Best Design Award

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School students received the award
for “Best Offense Design” in the 16th
Annual Statewide Applied Physics/
Technology “The Conqueror of the
Hill” competition presented by
Alcatel-Lucent Foundation on Satur-
day, March 24, at the Alcatel-Lucent
Arnold Auditorium in Murray Hill.

Jon Holt, Josh David, John Falzon,
and Liz Falzon comprised the con-
struction/engineering team that,
working with a limited list of materi-
als, built a vehicle/device designed to
race to the top of a plywood hill and
compete with an opponent’s robot to
try to take control of the most whiffle
balls, return to the maximum point
range and be scored.

In addition to receiving the Best
Offense Design award, their vehicle
also placed in the top eight overall in
the state. Also competing from
Westfield were Marissa Perch and
Rebecca McQuade, who placed in

the top 16 in the state.
Forty high schools were invited to

the competition. Each school was al-
lowed to bring two vehicles.

Westfield High School physics
teacher Valentino Scipioni said, “Ev-
ery year, I include a different project
in the physics classes, and this year, I
choose to incorporate The Conqueror
of the Hill competition. All honors
classes and the AP Physics Class made
projects for a school level competi-
tion to determine the two teams that
represented Westfield High School
on March 24.

“Some class time is allotted for the
project as well as design principles
they learn in the course, but the ma-
jority of actual construction is done
on the student’s own personal time,”
he added. “It was a proud day for the
students, their parents, teachers and
all at Westfield High School. The
students’ ingenuity and knowledge
was on display for all to admire.”

KING OF THE HILL…Westfield High School students, from left to right, Jon
Holt, Josh David, John Falzon and Liz Falzon, pose with their trophy and their
robot which won Best Offense Design in the 16th Annual Statewide Applied
Physics/Technology “The Conqueror of the Hill” competition.

WF Architects Should
Make New Houses Blend in

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PARENT PAPARAZZI...The ‘parent paparazzi’ was in full force last Friday
night, capturing the pre-formal festivities for many eighth graders at Roosevelt
Middle School in Westfield. Dozens of parents and students attended a pre-formal
event hosted by Cathy and Steven Tabak. The female students were “dressed to
the nines” for event, celebrating their final year at the middle school.

By NEIL FITZPATRICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When my parents bought our house
in Westfield in 1998 (we moved on
New Year’s Day 1999), one of the
first things my dad pointed out was
the large oak tree in the front yard. I
think it was one of the reasons he
liked the place. He said it would make
a great climbing tree if one could just
get to the lowest branch, which was
about 10 feet off the ground.

My 9-year-old self decided then
and there to scale those branches and
see how high I could get. However,
like most things in my life that in-
volve the use of a ladder, I put it off
and forgot about it.

Despite reminding myself of my
intentions once every several months,
there always seemed to be cooler,
better things to do (like watch TV
inside, away from nature). The great
thing about the tree was it was a tree,
with roots, which probably meant it
wasn’t going anywhere. I had time.
Or at least, I thought I did.

Last Saturday, a company pulled up
to my house with about a million dol-
lars worth of equipment and dis-
sembled the old, great oak in a matter
of hours. It had been sick for months
with a blight, and small falling branches
told us it was time to remove it.

I missed the actual process, having
been in the city with friends (another
one of those cooler, better things),
but, in retrospect, I wish I had seen it.
When I got back, all that remained
was a naked house, a pile of woodchips
on the grass where the trunk used to
be, and a small jar full of sawdust that
my dad had saved.

I did not hug the tree goodbye, and
I did not cry when it was gone. I didn’t
even feel too bad about never having
climbed it. In fact, that last detail had
not crossed my mind until I sat down
to write this article. Nonetheless, I did
like the house better with the tree
there, and its absence made me think.

It reminded me of the houses being
knocked down around Westfield and
replaced with newer, bigger, and,
oftentimes, less-appealing structures.

Economic development is not a new
phenomenon in Westfield. Evidence
of earlier expansion can be seen in the
houses in town built in the second half
of the Twentieth Century that all pos-
ses similar layouts and designs.

Many of them are remnants of the
trend started by Levittowns in the late
1940s. Similarly, the Downtown
Westfield Corporation was started in
1993 as Main Street Westfield, with
the purpose of revitalizing downtown
through “Organization, Economic
Restructuring, Design and Promotion.”

Up until recently, all of the expan-
sion in Westfield has been based on an
increase in population and has meant
new houses being built on new land.

The population of the town doubled
from 1930, when it was 15,801, to
1960, when it was 31,447. It peaked
in 1970 with 33,720 residents. This
would explain the newer houses that
were built during those decades.

However, since the 1970 census

the number of people in Westfield
steadily decreased before going up
slightly again in the most recent cen-
sus, when the population was mea-
sured at 29,644.

According to the numbers, it would
seem that there has been no need for
new housing in Westfield since 1970.
The condition is a convenient one
because Westfield, like much of New
Jersey, also seems to be quickly run-
ning out of land to build on.

The solution to this problem for
many developers has been to buy a
house in Westfield for the plot, knock
down the existing structure, and build
one or sometimes two modern houses
on the land.

Though driven by profits in many
cases, the act is, in theory, harmless
when done right. In a town as charm-
ing as Westfield, new houses should
try to blend in and even imitate exist-
ing homes, and, at times, developers
succeed in this effort.

Unfortunately, oftentimes the new
structure pales in comparison to the
original. It has nothing to do with the
taste of the buyers. The same phe-
nomenon has been going on in more
recently developed states like Geor-
gia (I lived in such a house for six
years) for at least a decade. The prob-
lem is instead with the modern school
of architecture.

Being 17 and new to the subject, I
am in no way qualified to seriously
analyze building design, and the de-
sire for innovation is understandable,
but current architectural style seems
overstated. At least next to an 80-year
old Victorian it does.

Prefabricated stone facades, big
windows, colored walkways, and
elaborate flowerpots or porch orna-
ments all appear to try and force an air
of elegance and prosperity.

Additionally, construction of a new
home is usually accompanied by the
removal of the plants and, in particular,
trees that occupy the original lawn. The
absence of vegetation only serves to
magnify the houses that seem to already
try and look twice their actual sizes.

While the preservation of the origi-
nal homes is the most desirable solu-
tion, it is not the only one. Another
possibility would be to fire an entire
generation of residential architects.
Or maybe just fire a few warning
shots across their collective bows.

At the very least we should ask
them nicely to try to make their houses
blend in a bit better, and maybe pre-
serve some of that Westfield charm
along the way.

Neil is a junior at Westfield High
School.

Area WH Students
Earn Honor Roll Status

AREA – Upper School Head,
Rhona Eserner, at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, has
announced the Third Quarter Honor
Roll for 2006-2007 academic year.
Students listed with an asterisk
have earned Honor Roll with Dis-
tinction for both first, second and
third quarters.

12th Grade
Justin Adams –Westfield
Matthew Forman – Scotch Plains **
Michael Mietlicki – Scotch Plains **
Alyssa Torpey – Scotch Plains

11th Grade
MiReu Park – Scotch Plains
Alice Ren - Westfield
Cari Rosoff – Scotch Plains

10th Grade
Sahil Zubair – Scotch Plains

PALEOANTHROPOLOGIST AND 

Explorer-in-Residence at the 
National Geographic Society

DR. LOUISE 
LEAKEY

PASSION FOR DISCOVERY:
CONTINUING THE FAMILY TRADITION

the 13th annual speakers series 2007
k e n t  p l a c e  s c h o o l  p r o u d l y  p r e s e n t s  

lecture followed by q&a

thursday, april 26, 2007 • 7:30 pm

tickets: $20 Adults / $10 Students (with id)

for more information and ticket purchase, please 
call (908) 273-0900, ext. 313 or visit www.kentplace.org

42 norwood avenue • summit, new jersey

a member of kenya’s 

famous fossil-hunting family, 

louise continues the 

leakey scientific tradition

with a vigorous new vision 

for research in the 

search for understanding 

the origins of humans.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 22 2:00 - 4:00PM

Visit Saint Peter's Prep during our Spring Open House and find out why young men from
102 communities in New Jersey and New York  have chosen a Jesuit education and call Prep 
"a second home."

SAINT PETER’S PREP
EDUCATING MEN OF COMPETENCE, CONSCIENCE AND COMPASSION SINCE 1872

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 WWW.SPPREP.ORG

What can Saint Peter's Prep
offer you that

no other high school
in New Jersey can?

A Jesuit Education.

Please join us at Sunrise of Westfield later this month
for an open house family night. Meet our team, tour
the community, mingle with residents and socialize
with your neighbors. Learn about Assisted Living and
all the wonderful services and care options that are
available here.

In May, attend out free seminar about healthy hearing.
Attendees will have the opportunity to receive an audio
evaluation, hearing aid exam with your existing hearing
aides and an overall hearing aid evaluation. A question
and answer session will be held, and handouts will be
available.

Sunrise Assisted Living is committed to furthering the
knowledge of senior living topics through events and seminars
designed to help and inform seniors and their caregivers. 

Join Us at Sunrise of Westfield
for Upcoming Events
Family and friends are welcome

Our events are open to the public, but an RSVP is requested.

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

EVENT DETAILS

Family Night: Wine, Brie and Me

Thursday, April 26th at 6:00pm 
Light refreshments

Audiology Screening

Friday, May 11th at 10:00am

Sunrise of Westfield

240 Springfield Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

RSVP for both events to

908-317-3030

PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times

New Subscriber • Renewal

One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76

College $20 (September - May)

       Name

   Address

         City State ZIP

   Phone #

  Payment Cash Check Charge

        CC #

 Exp. Date

 Signature

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 11-15, 17

MINEO RIPS 3-RUN 3B; GOINES 2 SINGLES, SCORES 3

Lady Raiders Plate 6 in First,
Rout Softball Crusaders, 9-1

JENKINS NO-HITS, ANTONELLI ONE-HITS KARDINALS

Blue Devils Score 2 in Fourth,
Top Kearny Baseballers, 2-0

TEAM RANKED NO. 1 BUT FOCUSING ON EVERY STEP

Blue Devil Net Boys Prepare
For Bridgewater, Millburn

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore fireballer Chris Jenkins
tossed five innings of no-hit ball and
reliever Peter Antonelli pitched a two-
inning, one-hitter to lead the 4-1
Westfield High School baseball team
to a 2-0 victory over Kearny in

Westfield on April 11. Antonelli and
Evan Shapiro each contributed RBI
singles.

Jenkins faced 15 batters in 85
pitches, fanned eight, walked two and
hit one batter. Antonelli earned a six-
out save, giving up a two-out single to
Matt Landl in the top of the sixth.

“They were fighting the whole time
and they fouled balls off. My curve
ball was working very well for me
today and I was confident with my
stuff,” said Jenkins. “When you have
guys behind you making plays, talk-
ing a lot, you can throw that three-two
fastball, not worrying about kids hit-

ting it because you know they
will make the plays, so that’s
why I didn’t walk too many
people.”

“It was a cold day and we did
not want him to go too far so
we had a pitch count on him,’
said Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster. “He just did an
outstanding job along with in-
fielders (Mike) Venezia, (Tom)
Bonard and catcher (Justin)
Olsen. They did a nice job in
keeping his mind on the game
and focusing. He has unlim-
ited potential. I think the kid
has something special and all
we have to do is bring it out and
make him a great player. I’m
not going to abuse him, that’s
not me, I’m going to make sure
that he focuses and does his
job as a pitcher.”

Antonelli kept the Kearny
batters off-balance with some
his small stuff resulting in five
ground balls. After the game
Antonelli commented, “Chris
throws really, really hard but

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Aware of being ranked No. 1 and
despite shutting out all four of its op-
ponents, 5-0, this season, the Westfield
High School boys tennis team has
been focusing on every step that it
takes to be the No. 1 team in the state.

“Presently we are ranked number
one but we can’t let that go to our
heads with Bridgewater and Millburn
coming up,” said junior first singles
player Kevin Shallcross. “We are cur-
rently ranked number one but that is
not what the focus is. The focus is
playing tough in every match.”

Two of the shutouts include J.P.
Stevens, whom they played in last
year’s section semifinals, and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, that had returned
Union County First Singles cham-
pion Ryan Krueger, but Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner is keenly
aware of what lies ahead.

“We are pretty good! It’s going to be
interesting coming up,” he said. “We
have Bridgewater on Tuesday (April

17). We have Millburn on Thursday
(today). Bridgewater has been our nem-
esis in the section for the last few
years. They have had a great program.
Millburn was the best team in the state.
They graduated a few kids but those
will be a great litmus test. Then we
have the Delbarton Tournament, where
there are a dozen of the best teams in
the state and we are going to do some
of that without Kevin. He is going into
the national tournament, working on

his ranking. He will be with us some
times and not with us some times until
later in the year when we get to the
states.”

But the team depth and competi-
tion within the team has been intense.
In the March tryouts, Shallcross ini-
tially lost to Ravi Netravali in the first
of a best-of-three matches but he came
back to win the next two matches to
claim his first singles spot.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior pitcher Brienne Mahoney
permitted only one of four singles to
make it to the outfield, while striking
out four and allowing just one walk,
to guide the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
softball team to a 9-1 victory over
A.L. Johnson in Scotch Plains onApril
11. Although the Crusaders scored
first, the 3-1 Raiders immediately set
the course of the game with a six-run
cruise in the bottom of the first in-
ning.

The Crusaders got three of their
hits in the first inning but not one
entered the outfield. In fact, Mahoney
kept her opponents so off-balance
that only one ball made it to the out-
field via air route and that was caught
by leftfielder Rachel Parker in the
fifth inning. The only single that made
it to the outfield was a grounder over
second in the same inning.

“She pitched well. We know that
she has it. She knows that she has and
she practices like crazy. We are al-
ways talking about pitches. Bre

(Brienne) has the fire. She threw her
best today,” said Raider Head Coach
Kelly Covert.

The Raiders made good use of all
eight of their hits. Sophomore catcher
Nikki Mineo ripped a three-run triple
and scored a run in the first inning.
Stephanie Goines rapped two singles
and scored three times and first
baseman Jillian Lusk lashed a pair of
RBI singles and scored a run. Parker
drilled a two-run double, Mahoney
tapped an RBI single and Jess Khan
singled and scored. Katie Cornacchia
and Saxony Neilsen each scored a
run.

With Co-Captain/shortstop Nicole
Colineri and centerfielder Kelly
Cianciotta out of the lineup due to
injury, there may have been some
concern with the Raiders’ defense but
the shift of Neilsen from third to short
and the placement of Cornacchia in
center proved to be fine.

“It was an easy decision who to put
where. Katie was in center today and
she did pretty well. She’s quick. She’s
ready. She gets the job done and the

other girls, everyone stepped it up
across the board,” said Covert.

Crusader Casey Dunn tapped a
leadoff, back-spinning infield single
that was just out of reach of second

FANWOOD

RECREATION
SPONSORS THE FOLLOWING

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

Weeks July 9 -July 13  August 6- August 10
For more information please email

fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com or
go to the website at www.fanwoodsoccercamp.com

July 2- July 6 July 23 -July 27
For more information please email tbaylock@spfk12.org

     Weeks are June 25 to June 29 and July 16 to July 20
For information please email kewing@spfk12.org

Camps are run by Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School District Adult Teachers and Coaches

Raider Basketball Camp

Fanwood Baseball Camp

Fanwood Soccer Camp

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THROWING THE BALL WITH EMPHASIS…Blue Devil  sophomore pitcher Chris
Jenkins fired no-hit ball through five innings to lead Westfield to a 2-0 victory over the
Kearny Kardinals in Westfield on April 11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF A FORMIDABLE SQUAD…Third singles player James Chu is part of a very formidable Blue Devil boys tennis
team that is currently ranked No. 1 in New Jersey.

Situated on a winding street in Westfield’s Gardens area, this sun filled “Arts & Crafts” 
Colonial comes to life with parquet floors with in-laid border, high ceilings, moldings and 
French doors. The cordial living room with fireplace & the formal dining room offers a 
touch of elegance while the family room is the ideal place to relax. The updated kitchen is 
joined by a sunny breakfast room with built-in desk, powder room & access to the deck & 
yard.  Lovely bedrooms, an updated bath, a rec room &  rich architectural details create a 
gracious portrait that warms your soul. Presented for $750,000. Dir: Mountain to Bradford 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Joyce Antone, Realtor Associate

908-233-3204, Direct Dial
908-227-0605, Cellular 

561 Bradford Avenue  Westfield, New Jersey 

Open House, Sunday April 22, 1:00-4:00PM 

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2006, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

STONEHENGE BEAUTY

This spacious four Bedroom home, situated in one of Westfield’s finest neighborhoods offers a terrific floor plan,
perfect for both comfortable everyday living and formal entertaining. A welcoming foyer opens to a lovely Living
Room boasting a large picture window with plantation shutters and a formal Dining Room with French doors
leading to a screened porch. A bright, spacious Kitchen offers spectacular view of the private yard filled with
specimen plantings, towering trees and a gazebo. Located off the wide second floor hall are three generous-sized
Bedrooms and two Full Baths. A fourth Bedroom on the third level is ideal for conversion to a wonderful Master
Suite. The grade level Recreation Room with a brick fireplace, a Powder Room, a Laundry Room and an oversized
two-car garage complete this wonderful residence. Additional highlights ~ Newer Roof, many Pella windows,
Walpole privacy fence, central air conditioning, walk-in closets, considerable attic space and a great location
within walking distance of schools, Tamaques Park and the train station.  $899,500  WSF0318
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This Saturday is another one of
those days when it’s great to be a fan
of the Blue Devils, or just a fan of
great competition in high school
sports. There’s a huge lacrosse game
against Ridgewood (Tamaques
School, noon), a monster softball
game (at Governor Livingston, 11
a.m.) and the annual Blue Devil Clas-
sic track and field competition at
Kehler Stadium.

The lacrosse matchup is particu-
larly big because it involves the two
teams who quite probably will be
meeting in late May/early June in the
state Group 3 championship game.
As of this writing, the Maroons were
ranked No. 5 in the state and WHS
was No. 9.

With a huge and talented senior
class, WHS is thinking big things this
spring. Chris Mattes is one of the
state’s best at faceoffs. Ryan Yarusi
and Joe Simone are four-year scoring
threats. Luke Baran provides a steady
presence in the midfield. Will
Harbaugh, C.J. Patella, Kevin Maus
and Eddie Kane are top defenders,
and Ben Thomas is in his second
season in goal.

Although he’s scored just two goals
so far, Mattes is the key to everything.
After setting a school record last year
for groundballs, the Rutgers-bound
senior gets everything going with his
work in the faceoff circle. In five games
he has won 77 percent of his faceoffs
(63 of 82) and, not surprisingly, WHS
has outscored its opponents by a simi-
lar 3-1 margin (54 to 18).

Simone is the team’s top scorer
with 28 points, including 19 in the
last two games, wins over Cranford
and West Essex. Included in that was
a pair of school records — 12 points
and eight assists — in the 14-3 win
over Cranford. The former marks of
10 and six were set by All-American
Chris Wojcik (’92), now an assistant
coach at Harvard. Ironically, the day
after Simone’s record performance,
Wojcik and his Harvard team stopped
by Kehler Stadium to hold a practice
there prior to their weekend game at
Princeton.

Close behind Simone in scoring
are Yarusi (16 goals, 4 assists, 20
points) and junior Harry Bernstein
(11, 10, 21). Baran, George Cornell
and freshman Tim Werner provide
other scoring options and in lacrosse,
as in most other “team” sports, the
more scoring options, the merrier.
Remember back in 1985 when Rob
Schmalz, David Hone and Chris
Aslanian combined for 142 goals? Or
in ’86, the first of the back-to-back
state championship years, with Rob
Schmalz, Gregg Schmalz and
Brendan Flaherty netting 115, while

Lacrosse Game vs. Ridgewood
Highlights Great Sports Saturday

Steve Locker, Tim Nolan and John
Macaluso added another 67? Or how
about ’87, when Locker, Nolan, Gregg
Schmalz, Colin McLane and Flaherty
teamed for 178 tallies?

Having played county rival Sum-
mit yesterday, the stakes get a bit
higher Saturday morning for coach
Jerry Benaquista’s club when the
Ridgewood Maroons visit Kehler Sta-
dium. With no baseball game sched-
uled, it’s time to call for a lacrosse
“Blue Out,” with WHS fans all dress-
ing in something blue: a shirt, jacket,
sweatshirt, hat, whatever. (By the way,
there is no word on whether the WHS
lacrosse parents will be switching
from American cheese to an imported
brie for their postgame cookout, in
honor of the Ridgewood visit.)

The tough schedule continues on
Monday, when the laxers host
Hunterdon Central and its high scor-
ing duo of Garrett Thul and Mike
Diehl. Along with Montclair,
Bridgewater-Raritan and Mountain
Lakes, the WHS-Hunterdon Central
rivalry has had some classic games
over the past 20 years.

In 1986, second-ranked WHS beat
top-rated Hunterdon Central, 5-4, on a
goal by Gregg Schmalz with 1:44 left.

In 1991, WHS overcame a 7-3 defi-
cit late in the game and eventually
won 8-7 on Lee Topar’s goal in the
final minute of overtime.

And who could forget the epic 1992
battle, when Matt Connell’s goal in
the fifth overtime gave WHS a 7-6
win in a battle of spectacular goalies,
WHS’s Dave Sprague and the Red
Devils’ Scott Spencer.

*Tara Pignoli’s softballers will be
looking to rebound from last
Saturday’s first-round loss to host
Rancocas Valley in the Elite Tourna-
ment, and they’ll get a huge test up in
the mountains of Berkeley Heights.
Coach Rich Iacono’s Highlanders
have finished second in the last three
county tournaments. It should be a
pitchers’ duel, given how lefty Lind-
say Brown has pitched for WHS, and
given that GL’s Capri Catalano is
probably the county’s best returning
pitcher. She’s a flame-throwing right-
hander with 56 K’s in the Highland-
ers’ first four games.

Speaking of pitching, how many
teams have four pitchers the quality
of WHS’s Brown, Alyson Moskowitz,
Cyndil Matthew and Katie Abruzzo?
Brown is the senior and will be in the
circle most of the time, but it’s nice to
know the three sophomores are there.

*The Blue Devil Classic brings a
huge field of talent to Kehler Stadium
for an all-day gala of hurdling, sprints,
vaulting, jumping, and throwing. If
track and field is your thing, this is

quickly becoming one of the state’s
premier events.

And if you can’t make it to the
Classic on Saturday, the Blue Devils
host archrival Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in a dual meet on Monday. The Raid-
ers have one of the state’s top track
and field teams, and it’ll be quite a
test for Jack Martin’s team.

DEN TRIVIA
What former Major League pitcher

played guitar in a rock band (V.I.E.W.)
that was once the opening act for the
Smithereens (led by Scotch Plains’
own Pat DiNizio)?

ALUMNI UPDATE
Back in the day, Mel Thorne (’71)

was a pretty good athlete from an
athletic family (Ed ’64, Rick ’67), but
it’s his offspring who are really leav-
ing their mark at Somers (Conn.)
High School, especially in the area
around shortstop on the baseball and
softball diamonds.

On April 9, Mel Jr. became the fifth
Thorne to start at shortstop for the
Spartans, following Jim, Matt, An-
drew and Sarabeth (softball). Jim and
Matt actually formed a double play
combination when Jim moved over to
second base in his senior year.

IN PASSING
Gertrude Nichols, mother of former

WHS swimmers Dan and Cindy along
with four other WHS graduates,
passed away on April 5 at the age of
87. While I never knew her, she ap-
pears to have been quite a renaissance
woman, having covered the Brook-
lyn Dodgers for a wire service in the
mid-1940s, serving as president of
the Westfield Board of Education and
owning Martha Lofton Candies down-
town, among many other things.

Her oldest son Dan (’61), a former
WHS swim captain, state champion
and All-American, also left a legacy
that every WHS swimmer is reminded
of at the postseason awards dinner.
Since he was killed in Vietnam while
serving in the Marines in the spring of
1969, a swimmer(s) who shows out-
standing dedication, humility and
sportsmanship has been honored an-
nually with the Lt. Daniel M. Nichols
Memorial Award. This year’s win-
ners were Rob Whitehead and Chrissy
Isabella.

And Cindy Nichols (’79) swam the
anchor leg on WHS’s 1978 medley
relay that won the first state title in
WHS history! The other three girls on
the relay were Mary Davis, Dana
Zonnevylle and Lora Masters.

In a non-sports-related death last
week, novelist Kurt Vonnegut, a hero
to those of the counter-culture and
anti-establishment causes of the 1960s
(and in some cases beyond), passed
away at the age of 84. It’s 35 to 40

years since I read his novels, like
“Slaughterhouse-Five,” “Mother
Night,” “God Bless You, Mr.
Rosewater,” “Cats in the Cradle” and
“Breakfast of Champions,” with re-
curring heroes like Billy Pilgrim and
the author Kilgore Trout. But, as
Vonnegut himself would’ve said of
his own death, “so it goes.”

GOOD READING
“Four Days to Glory” by Mark

Kreidler chronicles the ups and downs
of two high school athletes shooting
for their fourth state championship in
wrestling-mad Iowa. It talks about a
group of six youngsters who start out
together on a youth team in Iowa City
as 6-year-olds, continues through high
school and on to college, where three
of them choose to attend Virginia
Tech, but eventually end up back at
the University of Iowa. It’s highly
recommended.

AROUND THIS DATE
April 21, 1958: Frank Bell scores

an eagle three on the par-five fourth
hole at Echo Lake during a match
against West Orange.

April 22, 1930: Carl Blank strikes
out 16 in a 16-1 baseball victory over
Rahway.

April 24, 1937: Roselle Park’s Ray
Schmidt strikes out 16 WHS batters.

April 24, 1937: Westfield’s “crack”
relay finishes second in the National
Championship Mile at the Penn Re-
lays, to Bishop Loughlin of Brook-
lyn. Pump Vella, running second, lost
his shoe in a scramble after being
spiked at the baton handoff, and that
proved costly. Walt Horner ran lead-
off, followed by Vella, Bernie Jones
and Bob McCoy.

April 24, 1985: The WHS lacrosse
team is ranked No. 1 in New Jersey
for the first time.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Jack McDowell, who spent 11 years

in the big leagues pitching for the
White Sox, Yankees and Indians.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Joe
Simone. The senior attacker set school
records for assists (eight) and points
(12) in one game in a 14-3 victory
over Cranford.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school sports season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, suggestions
and information about WHS gradu-
ates playing in college at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Joe Simone

Boys lacrosse

Blue Devil Track Boys Rattle
Union Farmer Boys, 76-64

Senior Adam Bergo took top hon-
ors in four events and his team swept
four events as the Westfield High
School boys track & field team de-
feated Union, 76-64, in Union on
April 10.

Bergo demonstrated that he is a
serious county contender in the high
jump by clearing 6’4”. He also won
the triple jump with a distance of
40’2” followed by Malcolm Allen at
38’10”. Bergo also crossed first in the
400 intermediate hurdles with a time
of 63.9 followed by Sam Reichbach
at 67.4. With a leap of 19’1”, Bergo
won the long jump.

Evan Friedman at 4:55.5, Kevin
O’Rourke at 4:56 and Brendan
Berkowitz at 5:01.6 swept the 1,600

meters. Friedman at 10:35, O’Rourke
at 10:36.6 and Andrew Marra at 11:22.2
swept the 3,200 meters. Alex Tarlow
at 2:03.4 led a Blue Devil sweep in the
800 meters followed by Connor Davis
at 2:07.7 and Patrick Gray at 2:08.4.
Mike Porch at 10’6”, Dan Markowski
at 9’6” and Kevin Yang at eight feet
swept the pole vault.

Erik Anderson captured first in the
shot put with a heave of 45’1” then he
won the discus with a toss of 118’3”.
Ricardo Johnson crossed second in
the 200 meters with a time of 22.9
followed by Todd Saunders at 23.6.
Johnson also placed third in the 100
meters with a time of 11.1. Alex
Forstenhausler took third in the 400
meters with a time of 53.8.

Devil Boys Place in 5 Events
At Colts Neck Track Relays
The Westfield High School boys

track & field team placed in five events
– top 6 – and the Blue Devil girls
placed in two events at the Colts Neck
Relays on April 14.

Blue Devils Eric Brandman with a
height of 11 feet and Mike Porch at
10’6” tied for second with Henderson
in the team pole vault with a height of
21’6”. Andrew Weiss (10’) and Dan
Markowski (9’) placed second in the
JV event at 19 feet. Alex
Forstenhausler at 53.5 (400 meters),
Todd Saunders at 24.3 (200 meters),
Ricardo Johnson at 22.6 (200 meters)
and Alex Tarlow at 1:59.6 (800 meters)
finished third in the sprint medley
relay with a time of 3:40.3. Wes
Clarkson (55.8), Mike Weinberg
(25.4), Andrew Ford (25.3) and Kevin
O’Rourke (2:11.8) placed second in
the JV event with a time of 3:58.6.

Connor Davis (55.2), Patrick Gray
(54.9), Donny deRojas (56.2) and Craig
Cognetti (53.9) crossed sixth in the
4x400 with a time of 3:40.2. Ford (57.2),

Andrew Flood (57.4), Josh Einbinder
(56.9) and Brent Souders (56.6) placed
second in the JV event at 3:48.1.
Malcolm Allen (36’6.5”) and Adam
Bergo (40’2.5”) placed sixth in the
triple jump at 77’9.5”. Mike Wikander
(35’1.25”) and Andy Brill (36’1.5”)
took second in the JV event at 71’2.75”.

Tarlow (3:17.4 – 1200), Forstenhausler
(53.3 – 400), Gray (2:05.7 – 800) and
Evan Friedman (4:39.8 – 1,600) fin-
ished sixth in the distance medley relay
with a time of 10:56.8. Alex Falk (11.9),
Sam Reichbach (12.1), Mike Weinberg
(12.9) and Gerard Pierre (11.3) fin-
ished second in the JV 4x400 with a
time of 48.4.

Lady Blue Devils Emily Perry and
Christina Obiajulu tied Voorhees for
sixth in the high jump with a height of
nine feet. Ayn Wisler, Obiajulu, Cat
Cognetti and Kim Legones placed
fifth in the 4x800 with a time of
23:59.3. Rose Driscoll, Wisler,
Cognetti and Obiajulu took eighth in
the distance medley relay.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY GOOD INTENTIONS…Blue Devil senior Lane Maloney, a four-time
Union County champion in girls tennis, signs a letter of intent to attend Loyola
College in Baltimore, Md.

CRANFORD $549,900 WESTFIELD $1,200,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $549,900 WESTFIELD $785,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $925,000

WESTFIELD $728,000

Fabulous custom Split Level home is quality built and offers elegant
features, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2-car garage, wood floors, Traver-
tine marble flooring, sun-lit granite Eat-In Kitchen with breakfast
bar overlooking rear yard and Pella windows.

Gracious center hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood!  Includes
Kitchen with granite, Living Room with fireplace, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, newer roof and furnace, deck overlooking professional land-
scaping, close to town, transportation and Wilson School.

Bright and airy Split Level glows with clean lines and an easy flow
and offers a sunny Living Room with vaulted ceiling, fireplace, bay
window,  Formal Dining Room, spacious Family Room, Kitchen
with breakfast bar, Master Bedroom with full bath and office, 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 full baths and is situated on park-like grounds.

Vintage 1912 Colonial with great details offers 10 rooms and fea-
tures a gracious foyer,  Living Room with stone fireplace, enclosed
front and back porches, beamed ceilings, hardwood floors and is
located near town.

Enchanting, move-in ready Colonial includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths,
Eat-In granite Kitchen with stainless steel appliances, fire-lit Living
Room, built-ins, master suite with dressing room and full bath.  Up-
dates include an in-ground sprinkler system and recently painted
throughout.  Top location!

Spacious Colonial!  Details make a difference in this gracious center
hall Colonial with 5 Bedrooms, Library, updated Eat-In Kitchen
with breakfast bar, impressive Family Room with views of the private
yard, heated Sylvan pool and patio.  Meticulously maintained and
updated home!

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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YARUSI NETS 4 GOALS; SIMONE 2 GOALS, 4 ASSISTS

Blue Devil Laxmen Bombard
West Essex Knight Boys, 12-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Ryan Yarusi and Joey
Simone, junior Harry Bernstein and
freshman Tim Werner led a furious
offensive assault, while a stubborn
defensive crew held tight in a 12-3
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team victory over West Essex at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 14.

The 4-1 Blue Devils’ first-string
defensive crew shutout the 0-4
Knights in the first half and limited
them to just one goal in the second
half before being relieved by the
reserve defensive squad. Blue Devil
Chris Mattes won 12 of 15 faceoffs
and scooped nine of the Blue Devils’
40 ground balls. Yarusi scooped six.
West Essex totaled only 15 ground
balls. Blue Devil goalie Ben Thomas
made seven saves.

“Overall, our defense has a lot of
continuity, coming back over the last
two years,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Gerry Benaquista. “It shows! I
think we are getting better each game.
There’s still room to improve but this
year our goals against average is
around three goals per game. When
you say defense wins championships,
I believe it. If we are going to go far

later in the year, it’s going to be on our
defensive back.”

“Our defense is playing unbeliev-
able! We only lost one starter from
last year,” stated Yarusi. “On the off-
season, they were all doing what they
had to do to get better. They are play-
ing aggressive and they are pressur-
ing a lot. Our kids are a lot more
physical than the last couple of years.”

The Blue Devils pelted Knight
goalie Chris Miller with 40 shots (19
in the first half). Yarusi, a midfielder,
scored four goals and attacker Simone
added a pair of goals and four assists.
Bernstein also scored a pair of goals
and contributed three assists, while

Werner scored twice and had an as-
sist. Senior midfielders Luke Baran
(1 assist) and Peter Cornell each net-
ted a goal.

The Blue Devils were extremely
successful setting up an inside pen-
etration style offensive in the first
half with Simone and Bernstein as-
sisting from behind the net and Yarusi,
hovering from 20-yards out, while
Werner slipped near the goalie’s
circle. Within the first two minutes,
Werner, assisted by Simone, ripped
in the first goal. Two minutes later,
the same combination made the score,
2-0. With 3:30 left in the first quarter,
Yarusi, on an assist from Bernstein,
made his charge and fired in the third
goal. With 1:51 left, Werner made a
smooth left-to-right pass to Bernstein
who upped the score to 4-0.

With 10:25 on the clock in the
second quarter, Yarusi scooped a
ground ball at midfield, charged for-
ward and scored unassisted. With 2:17
left of the half, Yarusi slam-dunked a
left-handed score unassisted. Thirty
seconds later, Simone, assisted by
Bernstein, made the score 7-0 at the
half.

Simone returned the favor to
Bernstein early in the third quarter

CORSI 6-HITS MILLERS; HRYNKIEWICZ 3 HITS, 2 RBI

GL Grinds Miller Nine, 9-5,
Grabs ‘Phil Krug’ Memorial

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mountainside residents Anthony
Corsi and Brian Wyvratt combined
with strong pitching performances
to lead the No. 18 Governor
Livingston High School baseball
team to a 9-5 victory over previously
undefeated (6-1) Millburn to win the
Phil Krug Memorial title in Millburn
on April 14.

Corsi yielded five earned runs,
struck out eight, walked one and scat-
tered six hits through five and two-
thirds innings. Wyvratt pitched per-
fect ball the remainder of the way and
contributed a hit to earn his first save.

Millburn starter Dan Berkowitz
allowed four hits, fanned one, walked
five and hit a batter, while being tagged
for four runs in three innings. Re-
liever Mike Gastry ceded four runs
on seven hits and hit a batter in two
innings and Kevin McCarver allowed
one run on two hits, struck out two

batters and walked three.
The entire Highlander lineup com-

bined for 13 hits, including three hits
and two runs from Nick Hrynkiewicz.
Mountainsiders, M.J. Dugan lashed
two singles and an RBI and Kevin
Wheaton bashed an RBI triple. Des-
ignated hitter Tyler George whacked
a double and had two RBI. Brooks

Miller bashed an RBI triple,
Mountainsider Justin Quaglia
doubled and Adam Bergman added a
single and a two-run double.

Jeremy Gordon (2-for-4) scored
three runs for the Millers. Mike Dash
tapped an RBI single and Josh Camitta
launched a solo homer in the second
inning

“It was real important for our kids
to jump out to a good start, which we
did. We hit the ball and we played
defense. You’re going to make a
couple of errors. We did but we
bounced back,” said Highlander Head
Coach Chris Roof. “We had a big
pickoff play from our catcher (Dugan)
when they were threatening late in
the game. I thought Berkowitz,
Millburn’s number one pitcher did a
really good job but we were able to
jump on his fastball. We always want
to try to keep our momentum in our
dugout and I think we did that. Corsi,
our ace, did an awesome job. Wyvratt,

our number two pitcher, came in at
the end and did an outstanding job as
well. If you get pitching, you’re go-
ing to win. The kids just did a great
job. They were very resilient today.”

The 3-1 Highlanders jumped out to
a 3-0 lead in the top of the second
inning. Hrynkiewicz tripled to center
and scored on George’s double to

center. Dugan singled, scoring
George, and Miller clocked an RBI
triple to center. Millburn cut the defi-
cit to one in the bottom of the inning.
Camitta blasted a leadoff homer and
Luke Geller tripled and scored on a
well-executed squeeze play.

The Highlanders added a run in the
third on a bases-loaded sacrifice fly
ball by George. The Millers immedi-
ately matched that fete when Dash
got tagged by a pitch and scored on
Gordon’s double.

Two Highlanders scuffed the plate
in the fourth and two more scored in
the fifth to take an 8-3 lead. In the
fourth, Miller walked. Wheaton
tripled and scored on Hrynkiewicz’s
double. Dugan ripped a two-run single
in the fifth.

“What’s really great about our team
is that, one through nine, anyone can
drive the ball,” said Hrynkiewicz. “I
got a fastball that I put a good swing
on and put into leftfield for a triple.”

Millburn loaded the bases
and scored two runs in the
fifth inning. Camitta and
Dash each punched RBI
singles. G.L added a run in
the seventh on a bases-loaded
walk.

“It was just about throw-
ing low strikes and letting
them hit the ball and, for the
most part, they did,” said
Corsi. “We threw a lot of
curveballs, which they could
not hit, so we just kept on
throwing until they could
prove us wrong. We went
with lots of outside fastballs,
which were slapped out to
right field for outs.”

“When I got out there, the
key was pretty much to throw
strikes, let them hit and see
what happens,” added
Wyvratt. “Having bases
loaded is tough. You don’t
want to walk any kids and
that’s what it came down to.”

When asked what the key
to good pitching was, catcher
Dugan said, “With Anthony
(Corsi), it was to let him
throw strikes, keep him re-

laxed and keep him down in the zone.
They kept the ball in play and we kept
on getting them out. Brian, it was
pretty much the same story. He threw
a lot of curve balls and got ahead of
the batters.”
Gov. Livingston 031 220 1 9
Millburn 021 020 0 5 CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Devil Laxmen Rout
Cougar Boys, 14-3

The No. 9 Westfield High School
boys lacrosse team quickly re-
bounded from a tough loss to
Montclair to rout Cranford, 14-3,
in Cranford on April 11. Senior Joe
Simone netted four goals and had
eight assists, while Ryan Yarusi
flicked in four goals for the 3-1
Blue Devils. Steve DiGiovanni,
Mike Woglum and Matt Trapani
each scored a goal for the Cougars.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO THIEVERY ALLOWED…Highlander catcher M.J Dugan fires the ball to first baseman
Justin Quaglia who slaps the tag on a Miller. GL won the crown, 9-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF A VERY DANGEROUS SCORING CREW…Blue Devil attacker Harry Bernstein, No. 9, scored two goals and
had three assists in a 12-3 victory over West Essex. He is part of a very strong offensive front.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/22  1-5PM $739,900
This distinctive Center Entry Colonial, exquisitely rebuilt in 2000, reflects unsurpassed attention to detail
with quality amenities & interesting architectural features throughout.  The tasteful color palette enhances a
sunlit 2-story entry, grande formal dining room, gracious living room w/fireplace, gourmet kitchen adjacent
to the family room, 4 spacious bedrooms & so much more.  Set in the tranquil “country” section of Lake Ave.,
yet moments from shops, schools, recreation & transportation.  School bus for Coles Elementary School
stops in front of house.  DIR: Lamberts Mill Rd to Raritan Rd to “Old” Lake Ave. #2040 (052000NEW)

SCOTCH PLAINS CUSTOM BUILT $919,000
Distinctive custom built Center Entry Colonial combines paramount quality construction with meticulous
attention to detail.  The impeccable design offers a dignified residence with a sensible flow to suit your
family’s lifestyle.  Located moments from schools, NY transp., shops & recreation, this elegant home features
a grand center entry foyer, designer kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite countertops, spectacular
family room w/surround sound system & wood-burning stone fireplace, formal living & dining rooms w/
parquet flooring, 4 generous bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, beautifully finished basement & more.  The property
boasts nearly 1 acre of lush professional landscaping, a free form in-ground pool complete with heater &
filter, and a 200 SF paver patio.  (05211144)

WESTFIELD PARK-LIKE PROPERTY
Beautiful large park-like property 70 x 187 on quiet street in Tamaques school & park area.  Four bedroom
Split with 1st floor family room, the formal dining room opens to a Florida room which steps out to a large
deck.  Perfect flow for entertaining, move-in condition, potential for expansion.  (052001200)

FANWOOD CHARMING
Absolutely charming 4 bedroom Cape with lots of updates, some hardwood floors, partially finished
basement with 9’ ceilings, new kitchen, bath and newer furnace and CAC.  Flexible floor plan with use
of a bedroom as an office/den.  Beautiful garden with gold fish pond.  Seven minute walk to train, close
to park & town.  (052111164)

$409,900

BUY FOR $1,777/MO.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, and an initial A.P.R. of 6.720%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from
year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $500,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percent-
age points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap). Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 3/20/07 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $500,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 6.50%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 12.50%,
and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $2708.33 with a maximum interest payment of $3474.83 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $5336.29 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road,
Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.  Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

BUY FOR $3,207/MO.

WESTFIELD OLD WORLD CHARM $772,900
This gracious Colonial is tastefully decorated and full of old world charm.  The home features 5 bedrooms,
2 ½ baths, stunning refinished wood floors, quaint front porch, large & bright living spaces, and a beautifully
landscaped property.  A commuters dream . . . . located close to town & transportation.  (052111035)

$533,900

WESTFIELD
NEW CONSTRUCTION

$795,000
Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms,
family room with fireplace, designer kitchen
with granite countertops, hardwood floors
throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½-3 baths
and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry
accents.  Call Ralph for more information
at 908-591-6283.  (052000589)

BUY FOR $3,350/MO. ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
BUY FOR $3,445/MO.

BUY FOR $2,314/MO.
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Blue Devil Laxmen Bombard
West Essex Knight Boys, 12-3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devils Score 2 in Fourth,
Top Kearny Baseballers, 2-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Net Boys Prepare
For Bridgewater, Millburn

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“The March tryouts, this year, were
some of the craziest tryouts we have
ever seen. Everybody was butting
heads. But now that they are over
everybody usually comes together
well,” said Shallcross.

Presently, the singles players are
Shallcross, Netravali and James Chu,
respectively, with Greg Luppescu
stepping in when Shallcross is ab-
sent. Dean Thompson and Akis
Evangelitis are at first doubles and
Graeme Stahl and Justin Snyder are
at second doubles.

“All seven starting players from
last year’s team have returned and
three of those seven have been dis-
placed by two freshmen and a junior.
Those players didn’t get worse, the
three who displaced them got better,
but that just demonstrates how much
this program has stepped up,” said
Kapner who added, “In terms of the
challenge matches, they were with-
out a doubt the most competitive chal-
lenge matches in my entire time as a
coach, which is good and bad. Obvi-
ously it’s good because we have a lot
of great athletes. It’s bad because I
didn’t enjoy the tryout process, watch-
ing my kids beat up on my kids. The
three matches between Netravali and
Shallcross were amazing. We are talk-
ing about two of the best players in
the state, maybe two of the top 15-20
players in New Jersey, going at it in
March to see who is going to be the
number one player on this team.”

Despite competing without
Shallcross in several meets, Kapner
is optimistic.

“Kevin may be a big loss but that
still leaves us with Ravi, James Chu,
who was a county champion last year,
and Greg Luppescu, who almost any-
where else in the state would be the
number one player. And our doubles
teams are exceptional.”

Recently, Kapner recorded his
800th career victory as a head coach
with a 5-0 win over Union on April 9
and was the subject of Bruce
Johnson’s April 12 Devil’s Den ar-
ticle written in The Westfield Leader.

“It means I’m old,” chuckled
Kapner. “I was very flattered. I think
a great deal of Bruce and I love his
column. When he said, ‘you coach
for 20 years, two sports, 20 games
every single season, I thought oh my
god! I never looked at it from that
perspective. When I retire and sit
back, it will probably hit me but, right
now, it’s about this team being state
champions.”
WESTFIELD 5, KEARNY 0 (APRIL 13):
First singles: Ravi Netravali d Gus
Gonzalez, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: James Chu d Chris
Yeung, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Greg Luppescu d Diego
Diaz, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Dean Thompson and Akis
Evangelitis d Ahmed Khawam and Wil-
liam Cheung, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Graeme Stahl and
Justin Snyder d Ron Luyo and Sean
McBride, 6-0, 6-2

I’m more off-speed, hanging curve,
change up, two-seamer, cutter and
throwing over the top a little bit. It
was really nice coming in for the big
fellow and seal the deal for his first
varsity win.”

“Peter loves to come into clutch
situations. In fact, he said to me in
pre-season, ‘Coach I don’t care if I
never start a game. I want to come in
a big situation. I want to get people
out. I love doing that’,” said Brewster.

Joe Vall-Llobera, who went 2-for-
3, scored the first run in the bottom of
the fourth inning, after beating out
the throw to first, advancing to sec-
ond and trampling the plate on
Shapiro’s single to leftfield. Shapiro,
then committed thievery by stealing
second and landed home safely when
Antonelli thrashed a single to right
field.

“Good old fashion pitchers’ duel!
Two runs scored late in the game! It is

just good baseball. Both teams played
great defense, all three pitchers were
just outstanding and I was just pleased
as can be the way our team played,
especially Vall-Llobera, Shapiro and
Antonelli for big base hits,” said
Brewster. “Antonelli coming in on a
very cold day after sitting out there in
leftfield and shutting the door down
on them and then, of course, you
cannot say enough on the efforts of
Jenkins today.”

Kardinal Ryan William allowed
seven hits and a walk, and had three
strikeouts. Vall-Llobera and Antonelli
each went 2-for-3. Shapiro had his
single. Designated hitter Dan Melillo
singled and Bonard singled in the
fifth. Olsen nailed a Kardinal attempt-
ing to steal in the sixth.

“I was so pleased the way everyone
played. Defensively, we were great,
said Brewster. “Justin is a very expe-
rienced player. The kid took one step

too much and ‘bang’, he nailed him
and that’s great baseball right there
when that kind of stuff happens. It
just makes me, as a coach, feel that
we’re doing the right things and go-
ing into the right direction.”
Kearny 000 000 0 0
Westfield 000 200 x 2

then, with 9:44 left in the quarter,
Knight Rob Pantages, on an assist
from Cody D’Alessandro, found the
net. Midway through the quarter,
Yarusi, from about 20-yards away,
found a seam and fired a hammer shot
into the net. Simone, assisted by
Bernstein, scored again and Cornell,
on Baran’s assist, scored with five
seconds left in the third to make the
score, 11-1.

“They were packing in the crease a
lot so Simone was able to get the ball
out to me and to Luke Baran outside
so we could take outside shots. A lot
of shots we took today either just
missed the cage or went in,” said
Yarusi.

One minute into the fourth, Baran

scored unassisted then, with 7:30 re-
maining, the Blue Devil reserve unit
finished the game. Knights Tom Black
and Tom Doelp each scored an unas-
sisted goal.

“Any time you can get shots in
close, you have a higher percentage
to score. Then when they start fluff-
ing in, we do want to work the ball
outside,” commented Benaquista.
“Things went well for us today. Our
offensive was executing. Everything
was working but I think it was be-
cause everybody hustled. When you
hustle all over the field, things are
going to come your way.”
West Essex 0 0 1 2 3
Westfield 4 3 4 1 12

Blue Devil Boys Top
Raider Netmen, 5-0

Junior Kevin Shallcross defeated
Ryan Krueger, last year’s Union
County first singles champion, 6-0,
6-2, as the Westfield High School
boys tennis team defeated Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 5-0, at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood on April 11.
First singles: Shallcross d Krueger, 6-
0, 6-2
Second singles: Ravi Netravali d Scott
Leyden, 6-2, 4-6, 6-1
Third singles: James Chu d Dan Nizri,
6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Dean Thompson and Akis
Evangelitis d Mike DeVisio and Ted
Rosenblatt, 6-1, 6-3
Second doubles: Graeme Stahl and
Justin Snyder d Chris Thompson and
Eric Heind, 6-0, 6-0

Lady Blue Devils Stop
MXS Softballers, 20-0
Erin Scialabba had four RBI, Kim

Townsend and Jen LaSpada rapped
three RBI each and pitcher Cyndil
Matthew tossed a no-hitter as the 4-0
Westfield High School softball team
blanked Shabazz, 20-0, in five in-
nings in Newark.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Kearny Baseball
SPF/ALJ Softball

Westfield/W Essex Lacrosse
GL/Millburn Baseball
Westfield Boys Tennis

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Blue Devil Nine Blank
Blue Knights, 15-0

Senior Danny Nuber pitched a five-
inning two-hitter, walked two and
struck out eight to lead the Westfield
High School baseball team over
Irvington, 15-0, in Westfield on April
10. Mike Venezia led the 3-1 Blue
Devils’ 19-hit bombardment with
three hits, three RBI and three runs
scored. Joe Vall-Llobera, Justin Olsen
and Dan Melillo smacked home runs
in the third inning.

Blue Devils No-Hit
Kearny Softballers

Lindsay Brown tossed a four-in-
ning no-hitter, walking one and fan-
ning five, and reliever Katie Abruzzo
slammed the door in the fifth as the
4-0 Westfield High School softball
team blanked Kearny, 11-0, in
Kearny on April 11. Cyndil Matthew
homered, doubled, singled, had four
RBI and scored twice.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO SNAGGING THIS GUY…Blue Devil shortstop Tom Bonard’s slick move at
first base avoids the tag by a Kardinal.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THE BEST IN NJ…Blue Devil Ravi Netravali may be one of the top-15-
20 high school boys tennis players in New Jersey.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LAST LINE OF DEFENSE…Blue Devil goalie Ben Thomas, No. 5, made seven
saves against West Essex. The Blue Devil starting defensive squad held the
Knights to one goal for more than three quarters.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 19, 2007 Page 15

Lady Raiders Plate 6 in First,
Rout Softball Crusaders, 9-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

baseman Goines’ reach. She advanced
to second on Kelli Pflug’s bunt back
to the mound, stole third and scored
on Megan Mesares’ single that
plopped in front of second base.
Brittney Dolan added another infield
single.

The Raiders’ six-run first inning
began with Goines’ single to left.
Neilsen reached on an error and Lusk’s
hopper got away from third baseman
Shannon Syciarz, loading the bases
for Mineo, who yanked her three-run
triple down the leftfield line. Mahoney
slapped an RBI single past first, Khan
singled and Parker parked her two-
run double in left-centerfield.

In the fourth, Goines, who walked,

scored on Lusk’s looping single to
left. In the sixth, Cornacchia reached
on an error, Goines singled and Lusk
bounced an RBI single, scoring
Cornacchia. Goines scored when
Mineo’s fly to center was dropped.

“We really took advantage in that
first inning. I try to tell them all the time
to jump out from the start then we can
get one or two here and there but, every
inning, we should get something,” said
Covert. “We had to come back after
Westfield (a 3-0 loss). Defensively, we
can hold on but we’ve got to swing the
bat. I think they were feeling Westfield.
We had to step it up!”
Johnson 100 000 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 600 102 x 9

SOLID RED LINE…Union County’s Rugby Mudturtles’ defense holds fast
against the Doylestown Dragons RFC, Pa. Union rugby fell to Doylestown, 21-17.

WF AAU Hoops Girls Win
Three at College Showcase

F-SP ‘Y’ to Offer
Triathlon Workshop
Donna Peart, consulting dieti-

cian at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA, will present the latest in a
series of workshops devoted to
women who are interested in train-
ing for the 2007 Danskin Women’s
Sprint Triathlon, which will be held
at Sandy Hook on September 16.

Ms. Peart, a registered dietician,
certified personal trainer and group
workout instructor, will discuss the
proper way to fuel one’s body be-
fore, during and after both regular
workouts and triathlons, with an
emphasis on appropriate hydration.

Co-sponsored by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Y and the Westfield
Area Y, the workshop is scheduled
for Wednesday, April 25, at 7:30
p.m. at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA on Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. First-time triathlon
participants and non-YMCA mem-
bers are welcome to attend the
workshop.

The Westfield girl’s senior AAU
basketball team went 3-1 at the Play-
ers Choice College Showcase on April
14-15 at the Bill Bradley Center at
Ramapo College in Mahwah.

In Game 1, the Blue Devils de-
feated the Kingston, NY Vipers, 50-
31. Tara Handza netted 14 points,
Keri Pringle sank 11 and Erin Miller,
who scored eight, led in assists.

In Game 2, Westfield outran the
Maryland Beltway Lady Cougers, 48-
29. Pringle bucketed 16 points and
Danielle Infantino hit 10, while Miller
and Handza contributed, seven and
six, respectively. Both led in assists
and steals.

Westfield topped the Delaware PAL
Wildcats, 60-36, in Game 3. Miller

sank 16 points and Handza had 15.
Noel Hynes had 10 points. Pringle
and Infantino combined for 10 points
and provided rebounding strength.

Westfield lost Game 4, 42-40, to
the Massachusetts Bay State Jaguars.
Westfield led by three with four min-
utes remaining but missed a high per-
centage lay-up. The Jaguars came
back and nailed a 3-pointer to tie the
game. The Blue Devils fell behind on
the exchange in the next two posses-
sions and the Jaguars held the ball
with out a turn over to run out the
clock and seal the victory. Miller had
14 points and Handza had 10 points.
Hynes had six points, while Pringle
and Infantino added two points each.

Sayreville Nine Beats
Raider Boys, 9-6

The Sayreville High School base-
ball team scored six runs by the end of
two innings and went on to defeat
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 9-6, in
Sayreville on April 10. The Raiders
totaled 13 hits while the Bombers had
12.

Raider Nick Bonadies, who scored
once, went 3-for-5 with 3 singles,
including a two-run single in the fourth
inning. John Mineo (2 runs scored, 1
RBI) went 3-for-4 with a single,
double and a triple. Greg Bayard
ripped an RBI double and an RBI
single.

Nick Ruszala went drilled two
doubles for the Bombers and Ed
Goldmann (3-for-3, 3 runs scored)
whacked a pair of RBI doubles. Rob-
ert Pearson went 2-for-2 with three
RBI. Will Hubbard took the loss for
the Raiders, while Bomber Mike
Rochford, who fanned five Raiders,
upped his record to 2-0.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 200 310 0 6
Sayreville 330 201 x 9

COMPETITOR…Westfield resident
Julianne DiLeo, a 2006 graduate of the
Pingry School in Martinsville, has been
a member of the Denison University
(Granville, Ohio) women’s basketball
team that won the North Coast Athletic
Conference championship and com-
peted in the NCAA Division 3 second
level playoffs this season.

County Umpires Sponsor
Archer Softball Tournament
COUNTY – The Greater Union

County Amateur Softball Umpires
Association will sponsor the 10th
Annual Dick Archer Memorial One-
Pitch Softball Tournament on Satur-
day, May 19, at Warinanco Park on
the border of Roselle and Elizabeth.

All proceeds from the tournament
will be donated to N.A.M.I. of Union
County, the local branch of the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness.

The registration fee for each team
is $150 and each team is guaranteed
to play three games during the all-day

tournament.
The rain date is Sunday, May 20.
This is a charitable event. Good

sportsmanship and fair play is expected.
All games will be played in

Warinanco Park.
Registration information may be

obtained by contacting Don Yuhas at
(908) 337-9410 with e-mail
daump97@Verizon.net; Jim Powers
at (908) 272-8049; Joe Schaefer at
(908) 561-5923; Keith Benovengo at
(908) 313-0983 or Gary Moran at
(908) 925-1838.

HOOPS CHAMPS…The Holy Trinity Boys 5/6 grade Parish basketball team
won the Union County CYO League Championship and the Union County CYO
Tournament Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Peter Ianelli,
Marc Cavallo, Mark Lazzarotti, Sam Eliades, Chris Lazzarotti, Brad Norris and
Matt Lazzarotti; second row, Daniel Luzzi, Daniel Cetlin, Charlie Callinan, Liam
Devin and Lee Goldberger; third row, coach Glen Goldberger, Daniel LaCorte,
Alex Jeffery and coach Tom Luzzi. Not shown is Michael Androconis.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINE LEADERSHIP OFFENSIVELY AND DEFENSIVELY…Raider first baseman Jillian Lusk, No. 3, rapped a pair of
singles and scored a run against the ALJ Crusaders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A TRIPLE THREAT…Raider sophomore Nikki Mineo thumped a bases-loaded
triple against the Crusaders.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield Fanwood

Westfield Scotch Plains

Henry West built home on deep property.  3 bedrooms, 1.1
baths, large family room.  Call for more information.
WSF0149

Immaculate colonial.  3 bedrooms, 1.1 baths, brand new
kitchen, large family room plus a den.  Updated roof, cac &
more.  WSF0853

Fabulous cape in Brookside School District, on a 200’ deep
lot at the end of a cul de sac.  3 bedrooms, 1.1 baths.
WSF0276

Charming colonial cape in immaculate condition.  Living
room fireplace, updated kitchen and baths, family room,
den.  WSF0096

Delightful Homestead section split-colonial.  4 bedrooms,
2.1 baths, hardwood floors throughout.  Living room has
gas fireplace.  WSF0208

Cranford

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$669,000 $469,900 $499,900

$399,900 $729,000Westfield
Immaculate 3 yr young Mahoney-built colonial.  Beauti-
fully appointed.  4 bedrooms, 3.1 baths, kitchen with gran-
ite & more. WSF0320

$925,000
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Carol Tener
Sales Associate

Burgdorff ERA’s highest and most prestigious award

–The President’s Council Award –
An honor reserved for the top 17 sales associates in a company of over 700 

T his award separates leaders from the rest. At
Burgdorff ERA, our leaders are given the most

distinguished honor, membership into the President’s
Council. They surpassed industry standards and
reached the pinnacle of success. These fine
professionals demonstrate the integrity, commitment to
service and excellence that are the hallmark of
Burgdorff ERA. The President’s Council embodies the
ideal of the Burgdorff Vision and defines “Extraordinary
Professionals Exceeding Expectations.”

It is a distinct privilege to introduce Carol Tener into
the 2007 Burgdorff ERA President’s Council. 

We applaud and congratulate you!

Pat Hoferkamp, President and COO

Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.                                                                                                                              www.burgdorff.com

Westfield  Office 
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

Direct Phone: 908-233-2243
Office Phone: 908-233-0065

Enveloped by a magnificent property, this sun-drenched 
Westfield Colonial has a dazzling interior enhanced by 
hardwood floors, and beautiful moldings. The living 
room with stone fireplace & formal dining room with 
corner cabinet radiate charm. The family room has a 
wall of windows that looks out over the yard. An eat-in 
kitchen, powder room, & den complete the 1st floor. The 
2nd floor offers a spacious master bedroom, three more 
bedrooms, a walk-up attic & an updated bath. A lovely 
backyard with patio, towering trees, beautiful foliage & a 
convenient location, add to this handsome portrait. Pre-
sented for $769,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

  JOYCE TAYLOR 
  SALES ASSOCIATE
  908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

  NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006 
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Pristine 9 room, 5BR/3BA Side Hall Colonial in Brightwood boasts ‘07 “State of the 
Art” Kitchen and Bath, Master Suite w/ Full Bath, Screen porch and Finished Rec 
Room. A “MUST SEE” HOME! 

 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090  
 908-233-5555            Fax::  908-233-1709 
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 22 • 1-4 pm
The Chelmsford - 260 Prospect Street, Unit 17

This bright and sunny unit features freshly painted 2 bedrooms and 2 full baths. Enter through open foyer to  the
eat-in kitchen or the living room with a fireplace.  Master Bedroom suite features full bath, dressing area including
a walk-in closet. Separate area for washer and dryer. Enjoy the convenience of the nearby elevator.  Plenty of storage
with 2 garages each with storage as well as storage in the common area!  Walking distance to downtown Westfield,
train station and top-rated schools.  WSF0066

WESTFIELD $659,000

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2006

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD
$925,000

Immaculate 3 year young Mahoney Built 4
bedroom 3 ½ bath open front porch
Colonial beautifully appointed with a Living
Room; Formal Dining Room; Kitchen w/
granite counters and breakfast bar open to
Family Room w/sliding French doors to yard
with deck.  Dramatic Master Bedroom suite
with vaulted ceilings, walk in closet and
luxurious full bath.  Great finished basement
with Recreation Room and full  bath.
Conveniently located to schools, park, town
and NYC transportation.  WSF0320
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WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate

908-301-2036

Stately Tudor In Stoneleigh Park, Westfield

$1,150,000
Rediscover a gracious style of  living in this five Bedroom, three and one-half  bath Tudor located in
Historic Stoneleigh Park.  This cordial residence incorporates many exceptional features such as spacious
rooms, handsome moldings, bordered ceilings, updated kitchen with Breakfast Room, back porch, Master
Bedroom with newer full Bath, herring bone hardwood floors, CAC on the second and third floors.  Just
minutes from schools, shopping, parks and commuter transportation, this attractive home provides a
serene environment for you and your growing family.

Jackie Conover
Sales Associate

908-301-2016

WESTFIELD • OPEN HOUSE SUN 1-4PM • 404 N. Chestnut St

THE PERFECT COLONIAL! $545,000
Metic maint, in prestigious Northside sect of Westfield. 2BR, 1Bth, encl porch, LR, DR, FR, newer EIK. Deep,
fenced prop w/ lush lndscpg & undergound Sprink Sys. Close to NYC, schls & downtown. 201-825-3600

Dir: E. Broad or Mountain to N. Chestnut Street

ALPINE OFFICE
1022 Closter Dock Road

Alpine, NJ

201-768-9300

SADDLE RIVER OFFICE
65 East Allendale Road

Saddle River, NJ

201-825-3600

TENAFLY OFFICE 
90 County Road

Tenafly, NJ

201-568-5668
www.prominentproperties.com

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/15/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the TRAINING ROOM-B, 2nd Floor E &O Building,
New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Bridge Preventive Maintenance Contract 2007, Route 78, Warren, Hunterdon,
Somerset, Union, and Essex Counties; 100 % State; DP  NO: 06403

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time if bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/19/07, 4/26/07 and 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $198.30

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/10/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the TRAINING ROOM-B, 2nd Floor E &O Building,
New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Sprinfield Avenue over NJ Transit Morristown Line, Contract No. UNI985270;
Bridge Rehabilitation; City of Summit, Union County; 100 % State; DP  NO: 07122

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time if bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/12/07, 4/19/07 and 4/26/07, The Leader Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/8/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the TRAINING ROOM-B, 2nd Floor E &O Building,
New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Long-Life Pavement Marking Contract, North - 2006; Routes US 1, NJ 3, NJ 4,
NJ 5, NJ 7, US 9W, NJ 17, NJ 21, NJ 24, NJ 31, NJ 57, NJ 81, NJ 93, NJ 94, NJ
124, NJ 159, NJ 161, NJ 169, US 202, US 206 & NJ 439, Counties of Sussex,

Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren;
Federal Project No: STP-B00S (213); DP  NO: 06434

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/19/07, 4/26/07 and 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $198.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 07-09-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on April 10, 2007. Copies of this
ordinance can be obtained without cost in
the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

An ordinance establishing fees and
proceedures for performance of wedding
and civil union ceremonies by the Mayor
and amending Chapter 86, Salaries and
Wages, of the Fanwood Borough Code.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on May 1, 2007,
7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 4/19/07, The Times Fee: $22.95

Legal Advertising
WF ‘Y’ Offers Lectures
For Parents of Athletes
The Westfield Area Y will offer “Cut-

ting Edge” lectures for parents of youth
athletes, elementary through high
school on Thursday, April 26, from 7 to
8 p.m. at the Robert and Virginia Bauer
Family Branch, 420 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

The lectures will be presented by
Marshall L. Mintz, Psy. D., Clinical
and Sport Psychologist and J. Timothy
Sensor, Head Athletic Trainer for Kean
University. The first lecture is: Build-
ing the Individual Athlete: Developing
a Parental Strategy and Orientation that
enables your athlete to pursue optimal
performance. The second lecture is:
Injury Prevention and Management of
the Scholastic Athlete from Grammar
School to High School.

The “Cutting Edge” is free and open
to the public. Pre-registration is re-
quired. For more information and to
register, please call Jennifer Hessberger
at (908) 233-2700, x252 or e-mail
jhessberger@westfieldynj.org.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the

nation.  These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest

standards of professionalism, integrity and service.

Kimberley Haley Jayne BernsteinBarbara Devlin

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans

1-888-317-5416

Call now for a pre-approval decision

Congratulations

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

HOLLY COHEN & WEICHERT REALTORS ARE PLEASED TO INTRODUCE  703 & 707 PROSPECT STREET

Holly Cohen

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to 703 Prospect St.  This early 1900’s Colonial Farmhouse is rich with
history & charm.  It began as a cherished family homestead with an extraordinary property of over
1 acre.  As was the custom when the daughter of the original owners married, a portion of the
property was given to the young couple and they built their own home (707 Prospect St.) next to
the original.  Now again, after many years, the entire property can be reunited.  We are pleased to
offer both 703 Prospect St. (.821 acre) @ $679,000 & 707 Prospect St. (.3375 acre) @ $649,000
as a package with one another.  A truly exciting opportunity to own a piece of history.  (052111152)

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to 707 Prospect St. Set on an exceptional .3375 acre park-like
property, yet within moments of schools, downtown &  NY-NJ transportation.  This graceful
Colonial has been lovingly & meticulously maintained by its original owner.  Traditional amenities
are many & include a wood-burning fireplace in the spacious living room, built-in corner cupboard
in formal dining room, and a most sought after mid-century retro kitchen in mint condition.
707 Prospect St. is offered at $649,000 and is being sold as a package with 703 Prospect (.821
acre) @ $679,000.  (052111151)

Niki Fry
• Top Associate Month of March
• Westfield area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Niki Fry
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Niki Fry in, and she’ll bring results!
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-2191-06
FILE NO. 55860-2

CIVIL ACTION ORDER
SETTING TIME, PLACE AND
AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

THE PARAMOUNT GROUP
INC., PLAINTIFF(S) VS.
HAROLD S. TAYLOR (SR.),
HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; FRANCINE TAYLOR,
INDIVIDUALLY, AND AS AD-
MINISTRATRIX OF THE ES-
TATE OF HAROLD S. TAY-
LOR (SR.); FRANCINE TAY-
LOR, EXECUTRIX OF THE
ESTATE OF HAROLD S. TAY-
LOR (SR.); JANET HARDEN;
JOHN TAYLOR; HAROLD
TAYLOR (JR.), HIS HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST;
FRANK TAYLOR;  DIANE
TAYLOR; VIRGINIA BURGIO
A/K/A VIRGINIA TAYLOR;
ELEANOR TAYLOR; STATE
OF NEW JERSEY; METRO-
POLITAN FEDERAL SAV-
INGS AND LOAN ASSOCIA-
TION NOW BANK OF
AMERICA; ALEXIAN BROTH-
ERS HOSPITAL OF ELIZA-
BETH, A NEW JERSEY COR-
PORATION NOW TRINITAS
HOSPITAL; DR. IRVING
KLEIN, D.D.S., P.A.; BOFAM,
INC. T/A RENT-RITE, A NEW
JERSEY CORPORATION;
AMERICAN EXPRESS
TRAVEL SERVICE CO. INC.;
VICTOR REYES AND
MARCELLINA REYES; NE-
VADA POWER COMPANY;
MICHAEL S. KREITZER M.D.;
RICHARD H. BLUM M.D.;
PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC
AND GAS CO.; UNION
COUNTY DIVISION OF SO-
CIAL SERVICES; NEW JER-
SEY AUTOMOBILE FULL IN-
SURANCE UNDERWRITING
ASSOCIATION, UNDER-
WRITERS ADJUSTING COM-
PANY, SERVICING CARRIER;
GRADY F. TAYLOR;
CLARENCE L. WILSON;
RAHWAY HOSPITAL NOW
ROBERT WOOD JOHN UNI-
VERSITY HOSPITAL AT
RAHWAY; MERCK EMPLOY-
EES FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION; DARMON M. TONEY;
ESSEX COUNTY BOARD OF
SOCIAL SERVICES; UNION
COUNTY BOARD OF SOCIAL
SERVICES; CYNTHIA
VAUGHN; LOLITA CRUZ;
VIVIAN BROWN; UNITED
HOSPITALS MEDICAL CEN-
TER NOW UNITED
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM INC.;
ELIZABETH GENERAL MEDI-
CAL CENTER NOW TRINITAS
HOSPITAL; MARIE TAYLOR;
BERNICE JACKSON; ELIZA-
BETH MEDICAL IMAGING
ASSOC.; NEW YORK STATE
HIGHER EDUCATION SER-
VICE CORPORATION; CEN-
TER FOR TREATMENT OF
PAIN; JOHN GIAMPAPA,
PHD; MARY SLACK AND
KEITH SLACK; CAPTIAL ONE

BANK; UNKNOWN OWNERS/
UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS,
THEIR HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES, AND THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST., DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the
court by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh,
Mintz, Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Profes-
sional Corporation, Attorneys for Plaintiff,
and it appearing that default has been
entered against the defendants, HAROLD
S. TAYLOR (SR.), his heirs, devisees and
personal representatives, and their or any
of their successors in right, title and inter-
est; FRANCINE TAYLOR, Individually, and
as Administratrix of the Estate of Harold S.
Taylor (Sr.); FRANCINE TAYLOR, Ex-
ecutrix of the Estate of Harold S. Taylor
(Sr.); JANET HARDEN; JOHN TAYLOR;
HAROLD TAYLOR (JR.), his heirs, devi-
sees and personal representatives, and
their or any of their successors in right, title
and interest; FRANK TAYLOR; DIANE
TAYLOR; VIRGINIA BURGIO a/k/a VIR-
GINIA TAYLOR; ELEANOR TAYLOR;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY; METROPOLI-
TAN FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION now BANK OF AMERICA;
ALEXIAN BROTHERS HOSPITAL OF
ELIZABETH, A New Jersey Corporation
now TRINITAS HOSPITAL; DR. IRVING
KLEIN, D.D.S., P.A.; BOFAM, INC. T/A
RENT-RITE, A New Jersey Corporation;
AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVEL SER-
VICE CO. INC.; VICTOR REYES and
MARCELLINA REYES; NEVADA
POWER COMPANY; MICHAEL S.
KREITZER M.D.; RICHARD H. BLUM
M.D.; PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND
GAS CO.; UNION COUNTY DIVISION
OF SOCIAL SERVICES; NEW JERSEY
AUTOMOBILE FULL INSURANCE UN-
DERWRITING ASSOCIATION, UNDER-
WRITERS ADJUSTING COMPANY,
SERVICING CARRIER; GRADY F. TAY-
LOR; CLARENCE L. WILSON; RAHWAY
HOSPITAL now ROBERT WOOD JOHN
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL AT RAHWAY;
MERCK EMPLOYEES FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION; DARMON M. TONEY;
ESSEX COUNTY BOARD OF SOCIAL
SERVICES; UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF SOCIAL SERVICES; CYNTHIA
VAUGHN; LOLITA CRUZ; VIVIAN
BROWN; ELIZABETH GENERAL MEDI-
CAL CENTER now TRINITAS HOSPI-
TAL; MARIE TAYLOR; BERNICE JACK-
SON; ELIZABETH MEDICAL IMAGING
ASSOC.; NEW YORK STATE HIGHER
EDUCATION SERVICE CORPORATION;
CENTER FOR TREATMENT OF PAIN;
JOHN GIAMPAPA, PHD; MARY SLACK
and KEITH SLACK; CAPTIAL ONE BANK;
UNKNOWN OWNERS/UNKNOWN
CLAIMANTS, their heirs, devisees and
personal representatives, and their or any
of their successors in right, title and inter-
est;  that the defendant, UNITED
HOSITALS MEDICAL CENTER now
UNITED HEALTHCARE SYSTEM INC.,
filed a Non-Contesting Answer; that plain-
tiff has produced before this court tax sale
certificate #95-29, certified to be a true
copy, which certificate is dated June 9,
1995, and is of record in the Union County
Register’s Office on June 20, 1995, in
Book 5643 of Mortgages, page 283, which
covers Block 306, Lot 8 in the City of
Rahway. By assignment dated August 8,
2005, said tax sale certificate was as-
signed to plaintiff, which assignment was
recorded in the Union County Register’s
Office on August 18, 2005, in book 1342,
page 997. Said certificate, and its assign-
ment, have been marked Exhibit P-1 on
the part of the plaintiff. More than two
years have elapsed since the sale of said
lands by the City of Rahway, and the lands
have not been redeemed from the tax

sale; that plaintiff has produced before this
court its Certification showing that there is
due on said tax sale certificate, together
with subsequent taxes and interest, the
sum of $109,332.81 as of July 31, 2006;
and

IT IS on this 4th day of April, 2007,
ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the
amount required to redeem the premises
referred to in the aforementioned tax sale
certificate is the sum of $109,332.81, which
includes the amount due on said tax sale
certificate, subsequent taxes and interest
as of July 31, 2006, together with costs
duly taxed in the sum of $1,917.65. In
addition, the tax collector will add any
additional interest, additional taxes and/or
penalties that may become due and owing
as of the date that redemption occurs.  An
exact redemption amount must be ob-
tained from the municipal tax collector;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
21st day of May, 2007, between the hours
of nine o’clock in the forenoon and four
o’clock in the afternoon, at the office of the
Tax Collector of the City of Rahway, City
Hall, 1 City Hall Avenue, Rahway, New
Jersey 07065, be and the same is hereby
fixed as the time and place for the redemp-
tion of the said lands as described in the
complaint and making up the premises
concerning which the complaint is filed,
and that thereupon the defendant who
redeems shall be entitled to the certificate
of tax sale duly endorsed for cancellation;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the City of Rahway, and
the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible inter-
est of inheritance in fee simple, to said
lands and premises. Anything to the con-
trary notwithstanding, redemption shall be
permitted up until the entry of final judg-
ment including the whole of the last date
upon which judgment is entered;  and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not
known, a copy of this Order or Notice
thereof directed to such defendants shall
be published in The Westfield Leader, a
newspaper circulating in Union County, at
least one time, not less than ten (10) days
prior to the date fixed for redemption by
this Order;  and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or Notice thereof be posted to
the premises being foreclosed herein, not
less than twenty (20) days prior to the date
fixed for redemption by this Order;  and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them
such a copy or notice not later than ten (10)
days prior to the date fixed for redemption
of the lands and premises by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the City of Rahway, and that said
Tax Collector of the City of Rahway certify
to this Court whether the premises were or
were not redeemed from the plaintiff’s tax
sale certificate in accordance with the terms
of this Order.

NEIL H. SHUSTER, P.J. CH.
Respectfully recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
1 T - 4/19/07, The Leader Fee: $223.89

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

WF ‘Y’ Offers Women’s
Basketball League

The Westfield Area Y will offer an
eight-week, in-house 18+ Woman’s Bas-
ketball League This league beginning
May 6 on Sunday afternoons at the Main
Y Facility located at 220 Clark Street.

Participants can sign up as a team or
as an individual and need to be regis-
tered by April 22. The Woman’s Bas-
ketball League is open to members and
non-members. For more information,
please call Steve Kralovich, Sports Co-
ordinator, at (908) 233-2700, extension
no. 258.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPECIAL MEETING

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on May 8,
2007 in the Community Room in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:00pm to hear
and consider the following appeal for vari-
ance relief from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

St. Helen’s Church located at 1600
Rahway Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey,
Block 5402, Lot 34.02 seeks permission to
increase the size of the existing church
structure and to construct an administra-
tive building connecting the existing church
to the existing parish center.

Formal action may be taken.
The application and plans are on file in

the office of the Secretary of the Board of
Adjustment, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/19/07, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey to transfer to World Entertain-
ment Group, Inc. trading as Vienna 60 for
premises located at 375 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 the Ple-
nary Retail Consumption License #2016-
33-004-003 heretofore issued to Ray Ric
Corp.

The person who will hold interest in this
license is Augustine Caruso, 20 LaCosta
Drive, Annandale, New Jersey 08801.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to: Barbara Riepe,
Municipal Clerk of the Township of Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076.

A hearing is scheduled before the Scotch
Plains Township Council on this matter for
May 1, 2007 at 8:00 P.M.

Applicant:
World Entertainment Group, Inc.

Augustine Caruso
375 Park Avenue

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
2 T - 4/12/07 &
4/19/07, The Times Fee: $ 48.96

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 07-08-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on April 10, 2007. Copies of this
ordinance can be obtained without cost in
the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

An ordinance amending various sec-
tions of Chapter 184, Land Use, of the
Fanwood Borough Code regarding prop-
erty height and setbacks.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on May 8, 2007,
7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 4/19/07, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*REVISION TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Annual Organization Meeting

DATE OF MEETING: Wednesday, May 2, 2007
Originally scheduled May 1, 2007.

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME: 8:00 p.m.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will be taken.
1 T - 4/19/07, The Times Fee: $28.56

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com Legal Advertising

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES
Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker International President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Sitting high on a knoll and within an easy walk of town, trains and schools, this Colonial home is a breath of fresh, country
air! Details such as the river stone fireplace, boxed beam ceilings, period moldings, hardwood floors and rear stairway
provide charm and character. The bright, heated front sunroom is a perfect spot to unwind while the finished lower level
recreation room is an indoor place for the children to do the same! The country kitchen boasts new stainless appliances and
an adjoining breakfast area. French doors open from the dining room to the large, private yard. Four full bedrooms sit on
the second floor. The walk-up attic is currently a home office and offers wonderful expansion potential. This is a charming
home, on a quiet street, yet close to the heart of town. What a perfect retreat to call home!   I personally invite you to join
me on Sunday, April 22nd from 1-4 pm to experience this property at an Open House. If you have any questions or would
like to see the property at another time, please don’t hesitate to give me a call!  WSF

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

535 Hillcrest Avenue
$789,000

Open House: Sunday April 22nd, 1-4 pm

email: hye-young@att.net

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005

Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

NJ Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1987-2001
Platinum Level: 2002-2006

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Open House, Sunday April 22, 1-4pm, 24 Barchester Way, Westfield
Buontempo Homes presents this well appointed luxury home w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 ½ BTH in the Indian Forest area. This stately
Colonial offers the finest in living space (approx 7400 sq.ft. inc finished lower level).Noteworthy features: MBR suite w/2 frplc &
custom wlk-in closet, 2 story Great Rm w/ frplc, access to expansive mahogany deck & French drs to SUNRM. 20ft. deluxe KIT w/
Brook Custom Cabinets, granite, butler’s pantry & BRKFT nook.  Living & Dining Rm w/accented ceilings, Library, guest suite,  3
CAR GRGE, exquisite landscape & interior molding package.        $2,695,000  WSF0905

Newly Listed . . . Renovated,charming, impeccable colonial.  Enchanting new mahogany porch opens to LR w/original chestnut
molding , box beam ceil, window seat & custom built-ins in Inglenook. Spacious formal DR w/cove molding, sunny new KIT w/
granite cntrs,  ample cabinets. MBR w/new bath,  3 BR, all new 2 full and 2 half  baths, new hrdwfls 1st level, new Rec Room, new 2
ZN HT & CAC, new paver patio, landscaping, sprinkler sys. Fenced yrd, 2 CG, close to school.        $825,000

Open House, Sunday April 22, 1-4pm, 617 Hanford Place, Westfield
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CLASSIFIEDS

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

OFFICE FOR RENT

Prime office space
Prof Building - 400 sq ft

Downtown Westfield
Parking available
(201) 891-1130

HELP WANTED

Established Northern NJ Limo
Service needs experienced
owner/operators in Union County.
Black Lincoln Town Car, 2004 or
newer. Call Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm

(973) 812-2981

PARTY COORDINATOR WANTED

Earn P/T Income coordinating
parties for new meal planning
service in Westfield, NJ. Log on to
www.anniesgourmetkitchen.net
for more information.

FUNDRAISING VOLUNTEERS

Looking for a fun, easy way to
raise money for any type of non-
profit organization. Log on to
www.anniesgourmetkitchen.net
for more information.

HELP WANTED

Flexible P/T & F/T positions
available for new meal planning
service opening in Westfield,NJ.

Log on to
www.anniesgourmetkitchen.net
and go to “about us” and “Join

the Team” then follow
instructions.

MEDICAL ASSISTANT /
RECEPTION

Westfield - Immediate FT/PT
position for outgoing person in a
boutique medical practice.
Experience in venipuncture, BP,
EKG, etc. Computer knowledge a
plus. Contact Office Manager

 (908) 232-1345 or
Fax resume  (908) 232-1697OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.

2700 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utlities, Internet,

Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

SPRINGFIELD - TOWNHOUSE

OPEN HOUSE ON SUNDAYS 1-5
or call for appt. (973) 467-1348.
3611 Park Place. Premier
location, move in cond, many
upgrds, gated comm, CAC, 2 zone
heat, gar, hw flrs, 3BR, 2.5 bths,
EIK, LR, DR. FR w/gasfpl, Loft,
finished bsmt. All offers
considered by owner. $492,900.

HOUSE FOR SALE

Active Adult Community
MLS#20707126 photos

Four Seasons@South Knolls, Jack-
son, NJ-near beaches, GSP, NJT-
exit 22 off 195 Stunning club house,
pools, great people. (732) 979-7334

FOR SALE BY OWNER

Scotch Plains, By owner. Best
Buy. Avail 4BR Ranch, 3 Bth Huge
Fam Rm. On cul-de-sac. Must be
seen. Great neighborhood $615K.

Call (908) 789-9140
or (908) 451-9607

CONDO/TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE

SCOTCH PLAINS. Stunning
Townhome shows like a model
home. Great floor plan, many
upgrades, master suite, Family
Room loft, premium location.
$480,000.

BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065

ADMIN ASST / BOOKKEEPER

Investigations firm seeks pt/ft
office administrator. Person will be
MS Word / Excel & QB proficient.
Clean criminal record a must.
Fax resumes to (908) 232-4351.

OPEN HOUSE, 1-3PM, SUN

JACKSON
67 HUNTINGTON DRIVE

Adult Community
Four Seasons @ South Knolls.
Magnificient! Why wait for new
construction, this 1 yr old, 3 BR
extended Burnham w/sunroom
includes all possible upgrades.
2006 price is reflected. $462,000.

2060 West County Line Road
Jackson, NJ - (732) 987-8000

CHILD DAYCARE

Loving, nurturing, mature
woman will care for your infant
in my home. 35 years experi-

ence and references available.
(908) 709-1341

APARTMENT FOR RENT

ROSELLE PARK - Close to Trans.
No pets, Avail. 2nd floor-2 bdrms,
1 bath, eat-in kit, LR, Florida Rm,
Sm Office, W/D hookup in bsmt,
attic storage, $1250/mth +
security. Call (908) 245-8536

CONDO FOR SALE

Elegant corner end-unit w/
spacious Fam Rm w/fpl; short dist
to downtown Westfield; 2 BR’s, 2
baths, casual din area open to
balcony; 1 car gar; $669,000.

Jacqueline Conover
Coldwell Banker
(908) 337-8698

(908) 233-5555 x151

PART-TIME NANNY

Family here in Westfield looking
for a Nanny to watch 4 and 2

year old, Mon-Wed, 7am-7pm.
If interested send

resume / references to
denjfd@yahoo.com

ESL TEACHER

The Westfield Adult School is look-
ing for enthusiastic person to join
our team of ESL teachers. Prior
teaching experience helpful, but
not necessary. We will supply the
curriculum. 8 Mon. eves., 7-9 pm,
each of fall and spring semesters.
Send resume to WAS, PO Box
606, Westfield, NJ 07091 or email
adultschool@westfieldnj.com

HAIRDRESSERS EXPERIENCED

F/T-P/T NJ Licensed Hairdressers
with exp. & following needed for
Clark Salon to help with growing
business. Knowledge of hair
color, up dos & chemical work
helpful. Flexible hrs & friendly
atmosphere. Possible benefits.

Call (908) 561-6417

NAILTECH & UTILITY ASST

(2) P/T Positions: Nail Technician
& Utility / Shampoo Asst with NJ
License or NJ School Permit for
Clark Salon. Basic manicures-no
acrylics. Call (908) 561-6417

AUCTION RESTAURANT EQUIP

Like New Restaurant
EQUIPMENT AUCTION

for Planet Smoothie
WED. APRIL 25 @ 10 AM

View 8 am day of sale
23 ELM ST, WESTFIELD, NJ

Security System w/cameras,
Beverage Air reach-in refrigerator
& freezer; Hoshizaki ice machine,
800 lb capacity ice bin & flaker;
stainless steel tables w/built-in 4
blenders, dipper well table, True
Sandwich prep station, 3-bay sink,
wheat grass juicer; track lighting,
2 safes, TEC cash register,
checkout counter, Nurit credit card
machine, Terms: 12% buyers
premium. 2% cash/ck discount.

VISA/MC/AMEX.
Immediate removal.

(203) 433-8052
The Hamilton Group

www.hamilton-grp.com

OPEN HOUSES, SUNDAY 4/23

WESTFIELD - 12 Wickom Drive,
Tamaques Area! Quality built
Euro Style Colonial, 3,800 Sqft!
custom design interior, much
detail. Nothing compares! Now
offered at $1,295,000. Visual tour
at www.eravillagegreen.com
WESTFIELD - 696 Rahway
Avenue, Handsome Traditional,
sun filled Rms, 3,800 sqft,
5Bbrs,3.5 baths,2 fireplaces,
offered at $1,399,000. Visual tour
www.eravil lagegreen.com

ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-5570 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

INTERIOR DECORATING

Spectacular & Affordable
Window Treatment
Interior Decorating

by professional designer.
Free consultation - Local references

(732) 726-0241

A-1 CLEANING LADY $85-100

Move In/Out, Party Cleanup,
Special Projects, Baseboards to
Windows, etc. Hauling, Removal
of Unwanted Lite Household Items/
Estate Sale Cleanouts. Call in
Advance. (908) 822-2043 7dys/24hrs

HOUSECLEANING

Houses, Small Offices
Excellent References, 14 years
Experience, Own Transportation
Laundry Availible, Very reliable.

Call Kate (908) 868-0371

MATH TUTORING

Preparing for finals?
June SAT’s?

Expert instruction by exp.,
certified, NJ HS math teacher,
MA. Patient, exc. refs.

(732) 603-9621

FOR SALE

Air Hockey table 44x84
Excellent condition $100.

Dumbbell bench with 40’s, 35’s,
30’s and 25’s dumbbells. $50.

Call (908) 233-2903.

WANTED TO BUY

OLD FISHING/HUNTING ITEMS
Rods, Reels, Lures, Art,

Decoys, Books
and Related Items.

(908) 233-1654

SLATE SIDEWALK WANTED

Replacing your slate or bluestone
sidewalk with concrete? I will buy
your large unbroken pieces and
pick them up. Best prices paid.

(908) 608-0828

MATTRESS SETS

Queen $125, King $195
Brand new w/warranty

still in plastic, can deliver.
Call (732) 259-6690

Edwin James
RENOVATION SVCS.
•Bathroom Renovations

•Wood & Laminate Flooring

•Trim & Tiling

•Interior Painting

•Repairs

•Light Construction & More

732-887-4369

Call for a FREE Estimate
on Additions or Renovations

to your home!

Call Debbie Jacobs: 732-309-0919

Ideal
Contracting, Inc.

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Fully Insured NJ Pest Lic# 99066A

Landscape Construction LLC 

• Interlocking Brick Walks,

   Patios & Driveways

• Shrub & Tree Installation

• Grading / Drainage

• New Sod & Seed Lawns

• Complete Grounds Care

908-232-1630
Westfield, NJ

Residential & Commercial

Ince

Residential & Commercial Free Estimates • Fully Insured

RUDY CUOCO JR.
MASON CONTRACTOR, LLC

3rd Generation

CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS • SIDEWALKS • PATIOS

BRICK & BLOCK STEPS • CHIMNEYS

RETAINING WALLS • INTERLOCKING PAVERS

ADDITIONS • REPAIR WORK • ETC.

PHONE:  (732) 634-8890 CELL: (732) 770-1081

Rubbish Removal / Clean-ups

Basements • Attics • Yards

Demolition • Residential Contractors

Commercial Accounts Welcome

Containers Available (10 – 40 yards)

ABBA Disposal

Free Estimates – 24 Hour Service

908-561-4844

Westfield  • 908-232-1817
Residential & Commercial

Advanced Cooling
Air Conditioning  •  Heating  •  Refrigeration

Sheet Metal
Programmable Thermostats

Duct Cleaning
Duct Sanitizing

Walk-in Refrigeration
Freezer Repair

Electric Air Cleaners
Humidifiers

Residenital Commercial

A&J
Painting

20 Years Experience

Interior & Exterior

Powerwashing:

House & Decks

Seal & Stain

732-388-0717
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Lic. & Regist.  13VH00608200

www.goleader.com

Private Country club in Westfield
seeks Waitstaff. Competitive
wages. FT/PT. Benefits w/FT.
Exp. a +. Great oppty. for
stay at home Mom’s!

Call (908) 232-4141

WAITSTAFF
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Rose Mary Foley, Attended Seton Hall;
Past President of Lions Head Trustees

Gary W. Lozier, 56
Gary W. Lozier, 56, of Cranford

died on Monday, April 9, at his home.
Born in Newark, he had lived in

Westfield for several years before
moving to Cranford 17 years ago.

Mr. Lozier was a graduate of
Westfield High School.

Surviving is a sister, Jacqueline
Juntilla.

A memorial service was held under
the direction of the Gray Memorial
Funeral Home, 12 Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford.

Memorial donations may be made
to one’s local rescue squad.

April 19, 2007

Henry M. Murphy, 101, Was Painter;
Had Art Show on His 100th Birthday

Harry Sturcke, 98
Harry Sturcke, 98, a resident of

Springfield and Miami Shores, Fla.,
died on Friday, April 6, in Florida.

Born in Lintig, Germany, he
came to America in his late teens.
A member of the Rotary Club of
Westfield for more than 50 years,
he was a strong supporter of the
organization’s scholarship pro-
gram.

Mr. Sturcke opened the Robert
Treat Delicatessen and Liquor
Store, originally on Elm Street in
Westfield, and constructed the
building on Quimby Street. He later
built and owned and operated Echo
Lanes on Route 22 in
Mountainside.

Surviving are his wife, Dorothy
Sturcke; a daughter, Edna Klein; a
son, Erick Sturcke; five grandchil-
dren and 10 great-grandchildren.

Cremation was private. A me-
morial service will be held in New
Jersey at a later date.

Memorial donations can be di-
rected to Children’s Specialized
Hospital, 150 New Providence
Road, N.J. 07092.

April 19, 2007

Elizabeth ‘Bunte’ Willard, 85, Was Nurse;
Second Lieutenant During World War II
Mrs. Elizabeth Anne McGuire

Willard, 85, of Westfield died on
Wednesday, April 4, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Born in Jersey City, she was known
throughout her life by her childhood
nickname, Bunte, based on a lullaby
called “Bye Baby
Bunting,” which she
pronounced as Bun-tee.

Mrs. Willard lived in
Westfield and
Mountainside, as well
as San Juan, Puerto Rico
and San Francisco, Ca-
lif., before permanently
settling in Westfield in
1953. She received her
nursing degree from St.
Joseph Hospital School
of Nursing in Paterson.

Mrs. Willard was a
second lieutenant in the United States
Army during World War II. A benefi-
ciary of the GI bill, she earned a Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing degree from
Seton Hall University while working
as a nurse, caring for two children and
waiting for her Army officer husband
to return from a combat assignment in
Korea. She later received two master’s
degrees, one from Jersey City State
College in health education and an-
other from Kean University in social
work.

For 20 years, until her retirement in
1985, she was a school nurse for the
Westfield Board of Education. She
was very active with the Westfield
Education Association and was in-
strumental in getting the nurses in the
school system on the same pay scale
as the teachers. As a school nurse, she
embraced her own role as a teacher
and was responsible for developing
and presenting courses in the then
very controversial subject of sex edu-
cation.

Mrs. Willard was a longtime mem-
ber of the Westfield Welfare Board
and provided hope and inspiration to
those under her care. She also was
active in the Woman’s Club of
Westfield and the Westfield Histori-
cal Society, and was a member of the
Westfield United Fund. For more than

two decades, she was a participant in
an ongoing national health study of
nurses conducted by Harvard Medi-
cal School.

Mrs. Willard’s husband, Robert S.
Willard, died in 1994. He was an
engineer, a first aid instructor and a

longtime member of the
Westfield and
Mountainside Rescue
Squads.

Bunte Willard was the
devoted mother of
Kathleen McGuire and
Robert, John and Tho-
mas Willard, and the lov-
ing sister of Marilyn
Hart and E. Patrick
McGuire. She also is
survived by nine grand-
children and two great-
grandchildren and nu-

merous cousins, nieces and nephews.
A Funeral Mass was celebrated on

Monday, April 9, at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Interment was in Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations in her memory may be
made to the Center For Hope Hospice
and Palliative Care, 1900 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

April 19, 2007

Henry Martin Murphy, 101, died
on Monday, April 9, at the Bristol
Glen United Methodist Home in New-
ton.

Born in Hackensack, he had lived
in Rutherford and Westfield for many
years.

Mr. Murphy had been employed by
the Elizabeth Board of Education,
serving as chairman for the business
department at Elizabeth High School.
After his retirement he continued as a
substitute teacher.

He received a Bachelor of Science
degree and a master’s degree in edu-
cation from New York University.

A painter, Mr. Murphy belonged to
the Westfield Art Association and the
Newton Art League. On his 100th
birthday, he had an art show in New-
ton, given by the Sussex County Art
Society.

While a resident at Bristol Glen, he
obtained ministers for the weekly
chapel service and was the book-
keeper for the Christian Outreach
Program.

Surviving are his nieces Jane Tirrell
and Virginia Conway and his neph-
ews Robert F. Knoblauch and Tho-
mas Knoblauch.

A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Monday, April 23, at the
Bristol Glen United Methodist Home,
located at 200 Bristol Glen Drive in
Newton.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Bristol Glen United Methodist
Home.

April 19, 2007

Rose Mary Meek Foley of Tinton
Falls passed away on Tuesday, April
10, at the Jersey Shore University
Medical Center in Neptune.

Born in Elizabeth on April 23,
1925 to John Smith and Mary Clark
Smith, she had lived in Westfield
and Lions Head, Brick before mov-
ing to Seabrook Village in Tinton
Falls in 2003.

Rose Mary attended the Wash-
ington School for Secretaries in
Newark as well as Seton Hall Uni-

versity in South Orange.
She was past president of the

Catholic Council at Seabrook Vil-
lage, having served until July 2006,
and also was past president of the
Lions Head Board of Trustees.

Rose Mary additionally was very
active in efforts to find a cure for
Huntington’s Disease.

Her husband, James J. Meek, and
her son, Robert J. Meek, prede-
ceased her.

She is survived by her daughters,
Pat McDougall and her husband,
Bill, of Coventry, Conn., Peg Olds
and her husband, Tom, of Rutland,
Mass. and Beth Meek of Brick, and
her grandchildren, James Olds of
Grafton, Mass. and Liz Olds of
North Atelboro, Mass.

A memorial mass was offered on
Friday, April 13, in the Seabrook
Village Auditorium.

Arrangements were by the Ely
Funeral Home in Neptune.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
asked that contributions be made to
a charity of one’s choice. Condo-
lences may be made online at
www.elyfuneralhome.com.

April 19, 2007

Elizabeth Willard

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS - FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Scotch
Plains Fanwood School District, Union
County, New Jersey, for

ROOF REPLACEMENT AT
THE J. ACKERMAN COLES
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Bids for the above will be received at the
Board of Education Offices, 2280 Ever-
green Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076, at 11:00 AM (prevailing time), on
May 10, 2007 and will be publicly opened
and read immediately thereafter.

Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a separate sealed envelope with name
and address of bidder and work bid upon
noted on the outside, and must be accom-
panied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the Board of Education for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,
but in no case in excess of $20,000.00,
and must be delivered to the Secretary of
the Board of Education on or before the
hour named. The Board of Education as-
sumes no responsibility for bids mailed or
misdirected in delivery.

Drawings, Specifications and other Con-
tract Documents for the proposed work
are on file in the office of ARMM Associ-
ates, Inc., 725 Kenilworth Avenue, Cherry
Hill, New Jersey, 08002-2829 and may be
inspected by prospective bidders during
office hours (between 9:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m.). Drawings and Specifications will be
furnished by the Architect upon receipt of
a check made payable to ARMM Associ-
ates, Inc., for One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) for each set. Upon request, a
set of plans, specification and contract
documents shall be mailed (first class mail)
to respective bidders at no additional cost.
Additional sets may be purchased. Pay-
ments will be non-refundable. A pre-bid
conference which includes a tour of the
worksite shall be held in the J. Ackerman
Coles Elementary School, 16 Kevin Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 at 11:00
AM on April 25, 2007.

The bidder and subcontractors must be
pre-qualified by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Treasury, Division of Property
Management and Construction (DPMC),
as well as the New Jersey Schools Con-
struction Corporation (NJSCC), and have
valid and current Notices of Classification
prior to the date that bids are received.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.

The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or to waive informality in the bidding if
it is in the interest of the Board of Educa-
tion to do so.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et. seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, Chapter 127
(N.J.A.C. 17:27).

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINS
FANWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Anthony De Sordi
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 4/19/07, The Times Fee: $69.36

Service Set Saturday
For Jane W. Green
A memorial service will be held

on Saturday, April 21, at 4 p.m. for
Jane Whipple Green. It will take
place at the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Mrs. Green, who had lived in
the Westfield area for seven de-
cades and was active in the arts,
died on Friday, March 16, at age
96 in Schaumburg, Ill.

Harold Strohl Service
To Be Held Saturday
A memorial service will be held

on Saturday, April 21, at 1:30 p.m.
for Harold E. Strohl. It will take
place at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

A Westfield resident, Mr. Strohl
died at age 88 on Sunday, April 1, at
his home. He was a member of
Atlas Pythagoras Lodge No. 10 Free
and Accepted Masons in Westfield
for more than 50 years.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Charity Fund of
Atlas Pythagoras Lodge, 1011 Cen-
tral Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 07-04-70

CONTRACTOR: Theodore Schlette;
Camp, Dresser & McKee, Inc.; 1500 John
F. Kennedy Boulevard, Suite 200, Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania 19102

NATURE OF SERVICE: Expert witness
DURATION: One (1) year
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $25,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 04/19/07, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 5/17/07, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the TRAINING ROOM-B, 2nd Floor E &O Building,
New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Route I-278 - Jurisdiction Resurfacing Contract No. 000064150; From East of
Route US 1&9 to the Port Authority of NY-NJ, City of Linden & Elizabeth,

Union County; 100 % State; DP  NO: 07126

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time if bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 4/19/07, 4/26/07 and 5/3/07, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
April 17, 2007.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1898
CALENDAR YEAR 2007

ORDINANCE TO
ESTABLISH A CAP BANK

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)
1  T- 4/19/07, The Leader Fee: $13.77

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on April 16,
2007 memorialized the following Board
action taken on March 5, 2007:

MARK MAROTTA, 634
STIRLING PLACE, BLOCK
4001, LOT 14, SEEKING MI-
NOR SUBDIVISION WITH
VARIANCES.  APPLICANT
SEEKS TO SUBDIVIDE EX-
ISTING LOT INTO TWO
SINGLE FAMILY LOTS, EX-
ISTING TWO STORY FRAME
DWELLING, CONCRETE PA-
TIO, FRAME SHED AND
PAVED AREA TO BE RE-
MOVED. APPLICATION AP-
PROVED.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 4/19/07, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on April 16,
2007 memorialized the following Board
action taken on March 5, 2007:

433 CENTRAL AVENUE, THO-
RACIC HOLDINGS, LLC,
SEEKING  AMENDED FINAL
MAJOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL WITH VARIANCE.
APPLICANT SEEKS AP-
PROVAL TO EXTEND THE
PREVIOUSLY APPROVED
REAR ADDITION. APPLICA-
TION APPROVED.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 4/19/07, The Leader Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
MAY 3, 2007, at 7:30 pm in the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, the Scotch Plains Zoning
Board of Adjustment will hold a public
hearing to consider the following appeals:

Jeffrey & Tricia Noonan, for a Vari-
ance to construct a deck at 2054
Algonquin Drive, Block 8504, Lot 4,
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G. Col. 10-
Whereby the minimum rear-yard setback
required is thirty (30) feet and proposed by
the applicant is eighteen (18) feet.

James & Donna McAuliffe, for three
(3) Variances to construct a tennis court at
property located at 30 Allenby Lane,
Block 14901, Lot 22, Scotch Plains, con-
trary to the following sections of the Zoning
Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3(h)-Whereby no second-
ary detached structure shall be located in
the front yard of an adjacent dwelling.

Section 23-3.4D-Whereby the minimum
rear-yard setback required for detached
secondary structures is thirty (30) feet and
proposed is five (5) feet.

Section 23-3.4D-Whereby the minimum
front-yard setback required for detached
secondary structures is thirty (30) feet and
proposed is five (5) feet.

Robert & Janet Mornan, for a Variance
to retain an existing 12 feet x 20 feet shed
at 1151 Cooper Road, Block 15101, Lot
9, contrary to the following section of the
Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4D, Whereby the mini-
mum side yard setback for detached sec-
ondary buildings is thirty (30) ft and pro-
posed and existing is twelve (12) feet.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to these applications
is in the Office of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor,
Scotch Plains and is available for public
inspection during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/19/07, The Times Fee: $45.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on April 16,
2007 memorialized the following Board
action taken on March 5, 2007:

DIDDELL PROPERTIES, LLC,
10 PROSPECT STREET,
BLOCK 3105, LOT 19, SEEK-
ING MINOR SITE PLAN AP-
PROVAL.   APPLICANT PRO-
POSES TO CONSTRUCT A
TWO STORY ADDITION TO
THE EXISTING BUILDING.  A
WORKSHOP WILL BE
ADDED TO THE FIRST
FLOOR OCCUPIED BY
ORTHO CARE, INC. WHICH
SELLS ARTIFICIAL LIMBS
AND ORTHOPEDIC SHOES.
ADDITIONAL OFFICE SPACE
IS PROPOSED FOR THE SEC-
OND FLOOR WHICH IS CUR-
RENTLY AN ADVERTISING
OFFICE TO BE USED EITHER
IN CONJUNCTION THERE-
WITH OR AS A SEPARATE
OFFICE.  APPLICATION AP-
PROVED.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 4/19/07, The Leader Fee: $28.05

WF Resident Inquires
What About The Guns
They are blaming the campus police.

They are blaming the state police. They
are blaming the Virginia Tech School
president. When will the real blame fi-
nally be aired? It was the guns, stupid!

Once again, the states that have the
worst gun laws suffer the most tragic
consequences. As a parent, I can’t even
begin to imagine the pain and suffering
that the 32 families are going through.
But as a parent I feel it is my obligation to
ask the question – How did this lunatic get
these guns?

In a country where they take away your
toothpaste on a domestic flight, it is unbe-
lievable how easy it still is to walk into a
classroom and randomly destroy 32 lives.
Guns kill.

Mitch Slater
Westfield

F-SP Rotary Hears of
Ali Baba 1001 Nights
SCOTCH PLAINS – A “Thousand

and One Nights” came alive last
Wednesday at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club meeting courtesy
of guest speaker Hassan “Sam”
Mahmoud of Westfield.

Mr. Mahmoud explained how the
“Thousand and One Night” stories
began and spun the tale of “Ali Baba
and the Forty Thieves.”

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club meets every Wednesday at noon
at Pantagis Renaissance restaurant in
Scotch Plains. Guests are invited to
have lunch and to learn more about
Rotary service activities.

F-SP ROTARY…President Denise Hughes presents a plaque last week to Hassan
“Sam” Mahmoud while Joseph Qutub, a former club president, looks on.

More Community News

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Another Letter to
the Editor

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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Forecast Calls for Cloudy
With a Chance of Inspiration

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – A few weekends ago, au-
thor Judi Barrett came to The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
to entertain and enrich young minds –
several from the Westfield/Scotch
Plains area.

While she has written
many books, including
“Animals Should Defi-
nitely Not Wear Cloth-
ing,” “Benjamin’s 365
Birthdays” and “Pickles
to Pittsburgh,” Ms.
Barrett is most renowned
for her best-selling work
“Cloudy with a Chance
of Meatballs.”

Familiar with youthful
audiences because of her
career teaching art to chil-
dren from kindergarten
to third grade, she dem-
onstrated her own young imaginative
mind to the audience.

Ms. Barrett brought out dolls she
made when she was 8. She also spoke
of “Timothy Turtle,” the first book
she wrote and illustrated, even bind-
ing it with string. Through retelling
tales of her youth, explaining the his-
tory of the works, showing the arti-
facts and reading to the youngsters,
her efforts hoped to inspire the chil-
dren, many sitting with family mem-
bers in the auditorium.

In an event that was as much about
the joy and liberation of literature as
it was a celebration of craft – specifi-
cally, that of Ms. Barrett – Andrew
Webster, Head of School at Wardlaw,
conjured the famous expatriate poet
Ezra Pound, who said, “properly, we
should read for power. Man reading
should be man intensely alive. The
book should be a ball of light in one’s
hand.”

Keeping with that conceit, he said
that “ball of light” has the power to
“shine and illuminate.”

He said the goal of education was
to make “meaning out of fact.” Un-
fortunately, he said, while facts are
important, education needs to “em-
phasize and celebrate the story,”
which has its basis in fun and imagi-
nation.

Holding a giant press sheet to the
delight of the young readers, children
excited at the use of color and texture
to show the falling foods that rain
down on the land of
“Chewandswallow.”

Describing the nature of that term,
Ms. Barrett said she was “not a great
eater” when she was younger, and her
mother constantly tried certain meth-
ods to get her to eat, always imploring
her to “chew and swallow” after ev-
ery bite.

She said the ideas for her stories
exist in her mind, but are the hardest
part of creating a story. “Ideas are
always up there. When I have ideas, I
write them down on a piece of paper
and save them. This book came about
because I thought of the sentence
‘One day, Henry walked outside his
house and got hit in the head with a
meatball.’”

While the creative process can be
inventive, sometimes marketing a
book can be a different type of adven-
ture, Ms. Barrett said, detailing her
frustration with how the publishing
company balked at her original se-
quel title “Cloudy with a Chance of
Meatballs II.”

Instead, the book became “Pick-
les to Pittsburgh.” Looking back,
Ms. Barrett said it was a “mistake”
not to market it as a sequel. How-
ever, “sometimes you can’t fight
with the sales department,” Ms.
Barrett said, recalling that the de-
partment told her sequels in the
literary world don’t function like
Rocky and Rocky II.

Last, Ms. Barrett previewed her
newest book, “Never Take a Shark to
the Dentist,” by showing giant col-
ored drawings on slides for the chil-
dren, who giggled and grinned at the
playful situations Ms. Barrett placed
creatures in. As with “Cloudy,” Ms.
Barrett thought of an interesting line
– “Never take a giraffe to the movies”
–and the rest is history.

Following the completion of arts-
and-crafts activities with the kids,

including the creation of their own
literature, Mr. Webster’s wife, Aurea
Hernández-Webster, told The
Westfield Leader and The Times she
was “very happy…to have exposure
to people who are practicing artists
and writers, and understanding where

ideas come from.”
She said between the visual and

literary examples shown by Ms.
Barrett, the students “become cre-

ative practitioners.”
When there exists a combination of

texts and visual, she said, “there’s an
energy created. It’s an important part-
nership in language development. It’s
a pairing that’s underestimated.”

Regina Bassoul-Restivo, Head of
the Lower School at
Wardlaw, told The Leader
and The Times she saw
the impact Ms. Barrett had
when one girl said to her
that she wanted to explore
a career as a writer.

“To actually see the
author of a children’s
book that they’re familiar
with makes it inspira-
tional.

“That quality exists in
this school,” she added.
“We truly – even though
our curriculum is ad-
vanced – focus on edu-

cating the total child. All the stu-
dents have art. All the students have
music…We feel that enriches their
understanding of literature.”

Photos by Michael J. Pollack
BALL OF LIGHT...Andrew Webster, Head of School at Wardlaw, introduces Judi Barrett, author of “Cloudy with a Chance of
Meatballs,” pictured reading to children at top left. Mr. Webster, who aided children with arts and crafts activities, top right,
said books  should be “balls of light” in people’s hands, bottom left. Ms. Barrett’s book will be turned into a movie in March 2009.

Kean Univ. Hosts LOC’s
The Barber Of Seville

WESTFIELD – The Little Opera
Company (LOC) of New Jersey, a
division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA), will present a
fully staged production of Rossini’s
comic opera, The Barber of Seville,
on Saturday, April 21, at 2 and 8 p.m.,
at the Wilkins Theatre at Kean Uni-
versity, located on 1000 Morris Av-
enue in Union.

Co-directed by Fausto and Valerie
Pineda, the performances will be con-
ducted by Maestro Michael Spassov
and will include a professional cast of
international opera singers.

Starring as Figaro is Argentinean
baritone Gustavo Ahualli, who has
performed with Teatro San Martin,
and in the United States with Sarasota
Opera, Opera Theater St. Louis and
Palm Beach Opera.

Cuban-born tenor Luis Cabrera,
who recently made his Lincoln Cen-
ter debut, will perform as the Count.
Mezzo soprano Perri Montane, from
Georgia, sings the role of Rosina. Ms.
Montane was district winner in the
Metropolitan Opera National Coun-
cil Auditions, and has performed with
the Lyric Opera of Chicago, Hudson
Opera Theater and Opera Roanoke.

Jorge Ocasio, who has performed
with Opera Eldorado, Connecticut
Grand Opera and Opera de Puerto
Rico, will perform the role of Dr.

Bartolo.
Bass Tom Avakian will perform the

role of Basilio. He is a staff member
at the NJWA, and was last heard with
the LOC in its production of La
Bohème.

Young Artist Tony Mowatt of Union
will perform the role of Fiorello. Tony
is a junior at Union High School, and
recently performed the role of Masetto
in Don Giovanni with the LOC.

The ensemble includes talented
young people from throughout New
Jersey who participate in the LOC
Young Artist program. Students, ages
10 to 18, have studied for several
months preparing to perform as the
soldiers, narrators and townspeople
in this production.

“We are very grateful to everyone
at Kean University for helping us
bring opera to Union County. The
Wilkins Theatre is a great place for
the community to attend great perfor-
mances locally. We are proud to be
included in their programming,” said
Ms. Pineda, executive director of The
LOC.

Tickets for The Barber of Seville
are $35 for adults, $30 for senior
citizens and Kean alumni, faculty and
staff, $20 for students and $15 for
children. For tickets, call (908) 737-
SHOW or log on to
KEANSTAGE.com.

Summit’s Wong Chesek Builds
A Mountain Of Memories at UCC

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Summit artist
Carole Wong Chesek explores diverg-
ing premises in her exhibit, “Memo-
ries and Mountains: Works in Mixed
Media and Clay,” currently at Union
County College’s Tomasulo Gallery.

While the theme of mountains is
common in works of art, the use of
memory as a medium is quite novel.

To achieve this unique perspective,
Ms. Chesek uses old letters and pho-
tos to recreate her younger self. In
doing so, she honors not only her
earlier years, but those people who
were significant in her life.

A potter, sculptor and mixed-me-
dia artist, Ms. Chesek’s exhibit con-
sists of vessels and other sculpture in
clays, hand-cast paper and silkscreen,
among other media.

An artistic technique particularly
evident in “Memories and Mountains”
is the artist’s use of found objects, fiber
and paper, which she positions along-
side the items of sentimental value.

One of the more typical pieces fall-
ing under the “memories” category of
the exhibit is “Family,” a mixed-media
wall hanging measuring 18 by 24 inches.

This piece of art is created from an
aged photo of a woman and three chil-
dren dressed in traditional Asian garb.
A frame chiefly composed of metal and
wood surrounds the photo. Placed stra-
tegically at the top of the frame is a
metal pyramid-shaped hat of the type
traditionally worn by coolies.

The family’s gaze is penetrating, and
the people’s eyes beg the viewer to ask
them to tell their story. Staring back at
the solemn group, one cannot help but
wonder what family secrets they hold.

Ms. Chesek works in a studio –

complete with a 35-cubic foot gas
kiln – in a carriage house behind her
home. The kiln allows her to liven her
pottery with classical Chinese and
Japanese glazes.

The pottery pieces that lend them-
selves to the “mountains” of the ex-

hibit. This particular theme was in-
spired by the artist’s visits to the Metro-
politan Museum of Art’s exhibit, “Sa-
cred Mountains in Chinese Art,” and
Tibet and Yellow Mountain in China.

The piece central to the exhibit is
“Mountainscape,” three sculptures
created from white earthenware.
“Mountainscape’s” intricate con-
struction leaves no doubt as to its
prominence in the exhibit.

“Carole weaves her personal fam-
ily history with eye-catching visuals
and does it all with grace and a won-

derful command of her materials,”
said Valeri Larko, director of The
Tomasulo Gallery.

We are drawn into her personal
world, finding pleasure in the beauty
of the work but also enjoying it on a
deeper more spiritual level.

Ms. Chesek holds a Master of Fine
Arts degree in Sculpture from Bard
College, and a certificate in Art and
Design from the Cooper Union. In
addition, she has done graduate stud-
ies at Montclair State University, Kean
University and the New York Univer-
sity Institute of Fine Arts.

She is currently an instructor of ce-
ramics at the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey (VACNJ) in Summit and
Montclair State University in Montclair.

Her work is part of the permanent
collection of the Morris Museum in
Morristown.

 She is the recipient of numerous
awards for art and teaching from the
NJ State Council on the Arts and the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.

“Memories and Mountains” will
be on display at Tomasulo Gallery
through tomorrow, April 20.

The gallery is located on the first
floor of the MacKay Library on the
UCC’s Cranford Campus, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue.

For more information and for
Tomasulo Gallery exhibit hours, call
(908) 709-7155.

Chesek- “FChesek- “FChesek- “FChesek- “FChesek- “Family”amily”amily”amily”amily”

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and 1/2 popcorns

In Year of the Dog, Peggy (Molly
Shannon) lives with her beagle, Pen-
cil, in a nice enough but nondescript
tract home. She drives to her perfunc-
tory job in an equally blah econobox.
Once there, she goes through the
motions with diligent, albeit unin-
spired efficacy. So it was bound to
happen…the awakening.

Let’s face it. We weren’t about to
watch her sleepwalk through life for 98
minutes. Filmmakers know there’s just
no market for it. Even the uncomfort-
ably polite, biweekly visits to her brother
(Thomas McCarthy) and sister-in-law’s
(Laura Dern) house were punctuated
with obligatory nothingness.

Nope, this is an epiphany just wait-
ing to happen. It’s odd, though.
Whereas the poet confirms that most
men lead lives of quiet desperation,
they just won’t stand for such behav-
ior in their fiction. So too bad if it
takes a personal tragedy to rock the
boat and get Peggy’s revelations in
motion.

Which is exactly what happens to
Molly Shannon’s perfectly proper
wallflower early one morning. Her

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Year of the Dog
Will give you Paws

world is turned asunder. The fallout is
not readily perceptible.

Rather, it builds. And therein lies
the plot as writer-director Mike
White’s film details Peggy’s meta-
morphosis from introvert to animal
activist. While she certainly cared for
our non-human brethren before, she
now aligns her sights with
purpose…possibly even a vengeance.

Of course there are stops along the
way, both detractive and helpful. In
the former category there is the single
guy next door, heretofore a veritable
ghost. But Al, portrayed by the splen-
did John C. Reilly, is a hunter. He
smells the vulnerability.

Indeed finding herself in that con-
dition, no longer as anchored by the
dotting of i’s, the crossing of t’s and
playing mother/sycophant to her petu-
lant little boss (Josh Pais), she ac-
cedes to a date. It is a night of red meat
and tales of the kill. We wonder how
this will react with Peggy’s hereto-
fore-unrevealed libido.

We’re still not certain of that
commodity’s nature, or if it even ex-
ists, by the time she moves on and
meets Newt, Al’s direct antithesis.
Nicely played by Peter Sarsgaard, the
card-carrying gentle soul is an ani-
mal advocate and trainer. And he has
a profound effect on our girl in search
of something or other. For one, she
changes her dietary regimen.

At her brother’s just a short while
afterwards, Peggy proclaims her veg-
anism. She rattles off the facts, the
statistics, and a little bit of the party
line. Hmm. By now we kind of like
her. Hence, we can’t help but specu-
late with slight shudder what window
to her psyche it opens when she says,
“Vegan…it’s kind of nice being de-
fined by one word.”

There’s a story here alright. But as
Year of the Dog unravels, it becomes
increasingly apparent that this is more
a psychological study.

Not to worry, Dr. Freud. Director
White forges no new ground. How-
ever, steering thankfully clear of pop
analysis, his deliberation pieces to-
gether some interesting thoughts on
how someone in search of meaning
and identity might make the leap to
obsession.

In the manner of many a small
foreign film, moral judgment is left to
the viewer. Thus, while not entertain-
ing in the mainstream sense of the
term, Year of the Dog does manage to
fetch our interest with its own cere-
bral pedigree.

* * * *
Year of the Dog, rated PG-13, is a

Paramount Vantage release directed
by Mike White and stars Molly Shan-
non, John C. Reilly and Peter
Sarsgaard. Running time: 98 min-
utes.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IT WAS THE BEST OF TIMES…At the Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ) High School’s
“Broadway Night” sponsored by the ALJ Key Club in Clark, Ron Sharpe and wife
Barbra Russell perform numbers from the soon-to-premiere musical, A Tale of Two
Cities. The husband-and-wife producers of the musical donated their time and talents
to the March 29 charity benefit for New Jersey’s Children’s Specialized Hospital.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Woodbridge residents Ron
Sharpe and wife Barbra Russell know
firsthand that the Mel Brooks version
of The Producers isn’t really the sce-
nario to raise money for a Broadway
production.

At one of their Investor’s Nights, I
got a chance to see the behind-the-
scenes work it takes to try to raise $11
million for A Tale of Two Cities, an
original musical by Jill Santoriello.

The excitement is there: the music,
live performers as well as the produc-
ers, who hope to share their vision.
Mr. Sharpe says of their pairing up
with the writer of the sensational
musical, “A few years ago, we met
Jill, a talented writer, heard the score
and it was a no-brainer for us. We
wanted to see this grow into a big,
booming, spectacular show.”

Being producers, “we can set our
own schedule,” said Mr. Sharpe of the
duo. He and his wife, both former
Broadway performers in Les
Misérables, now give voice lessons
in their Union County home.

“As producers, we do everything,”
he explained, “from getting the cast
members and space together to pull-
ing the creative team together.”

“It takes great loyalty of family and
friends,” [to keep sticking with a long-
term project] Mr. Sharpe shared.
“Most people don’t know it takes
from seven to 10 years to put together
a Broadway show from start to open-
ing night.

That was news to me. Three years
ago, I had heard some of the music of
A Tale of Two Cities on their demo CD
and was thrilled to hear the update on
the project. Powerful voices, superb
characterization and faithful repre-
sentation of the Charles Dickens’ work
replayed in my head from the classic
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Real-Life Local Producers
Handle A Tale of Two Cities

novel I had read three times in high
school.

There they were that night, come to
life, the characters I loved and loved
to hate—from the knitting maven Ma-
dame DeFarge and the evil Marquis
St. Evremonde to sweet Lucie
Manette and the drunken Sydney
Carton.

The Backer’s Night I attended was
in Morristown and a succession of
others were held in NYC’s Marriott
Marquis. About 80 to 100 people
filled the hotel space to hear a narra-
tor give bits and snippets of the
storyline, as the actors sang the songs
or parts of them with superb piano
accompaniment.

It was a magical night, one with
promise, optimism and creative en-
ergy.

An average investor doesn’t real-
ize how profitable Broadway is with
not only the show itself, but also the
road companies that go out around
the world as well as the spin off
products. “A show like Wicked pulls
in a million dollars a week with packed
houses,” Mr. Sharpe said.

The overview in the investor’s
packet bills the show as “a classical
dramatic musical in the mold of Phan-
tom of the Opera, Cats and Les
Misérables.”

Just what audiences are looking for
right now, the show also boasts a
“value-driven” theme that could play
equally as well in New York, the
United States and around the globe. I
couldn’t agree more.

I just wish I had an extra $100,000
to invest in the show that is opening in
Florida within the next few months
and is slated to open on Broadway in
September 2008.

If you have hit the lottery and want
to back a gorgeous musical, check out
the website of ataleoftwocities.com

Quinn And Mills
To Visit UCC May 4

CRANFORD – On Friday, May 4,
at noon, world-renowned artist Joanna
Quinn and Les Mills of Beryl Pro-
ductions International Ltd., will
present an animated, multimedia Vis-
iting Artist Lecture in the Roy Smith
Theater at Union County College’s
Cranford Campus located at 1033
Springfield Avenue.

The lecture will focus on their ca-
reer work as artists and designers,
and will highlight their internation-
ally recognized design and film ani-
mation. The event is free and open to
the public.

The latest of Beryl’s animated short
film productions, Dreams and Desires
– Family Ties, won many celebrated
awards in 2006. It has been one of the
select animation films to be on the
short list for Oscar award recognition.

For more information, contact Pro-
fessor Anthony Nicoli at (908) 497-
4261.

WSO Friends Home Tour
To Feature Farmhouse

WESTFIELD – One of the local
homes selected by the Friends of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) for their 23rd Annual Tour of
Notable Homes Saturday, May 5, is a
distinguished rambling farmhouse,
circa 1937, reminiscent of Colonial
times.

Located in the Wychwood section
of town, this residence has undergone
major renovation and expansion, me-
ticulously infusing modern conve-
niences while preserving the style
and ambience of the original farm-
house.

The small kitchen has been trans-
formed into a gourmet masterpiece.
New additions include a back porch,
mudroom and powder room. The
original den has become a spacious
dining room with fireplace and bay
window.

The heart of the home is a wonderful
family room, featuring a large multi-
media work of art from France, one
example of the fine international art
that the owners have collected during
extensive world travel.

A sophisticated mix of new and
antique furniture, including a “lion’s
head” settee and other fine antique
family heirlooms, is also found
throughout the home.

Sioban Davey, co-chair of the tour,
which raises funds for the WSO, said,
“The home is full of personal touches.
The talents of the home owner who
personally restored, reupholstered and
in some cases, repurposed antique
furniture acquired from her family
are just phenomenal.”

For the enjoyment of those who
join the tour on May 5, a cellist will
perform throughout the visit.

“The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra could not exist without the
funds raised from this annual tour as
ticket sales cover less than one third
of our costs,” said David Wroe, music
director of the WSO. “The symphony
and the community, really, owe a huge
debt to The Friends.”

Tickets for the 2007 Tour of No-
table Homes are $25 ($30 at the door)

and can be purchased in Westfield at
the office of the WSO, at Poppyfields,
The Town Bank locations, Baron’s
Drugs, The Town Book Store,
Coldwell Banker Realtors, Burgdorff
Realtors and Weichert Realtors.

In Mountainside, tickets are
available at Christoffer’s Florist.
Irma’s Hallmark has tickets available
in Fanwood and, in Cranford, tickets
are on sale at Martin Jewelers.

The public is advised to purchase
its tickets early to this perennially
sold-out event.
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CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES
 Ani Kavafian, violin THREE CONCERTS IN APRIL & MAY Carter Brey, cello

Admission: $25 ($22 for seniors) • Westfield only: Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
2:30PM at Morrow Church in MAPLEWOOD

600 Ridgewood Road

7:30PM at First Methodist Church in WESTFIELD
One East Broad Street at the corner of North Avenue

Guest Artists
MARK NUCCIO, clarinet

JEREMY DENK, piano

PAUL NEUBAUER, viola

Program
WALTER PISTON:

Duo for Viola and Cello

CHAN KA-NIN:
“Among Friends”

BENJAMIN DALE:
Romance for Viola and Piano

ROBERT SCHUMANN:
Marchenerzahlungen (Fairy Tales)

for Clarinet, Viola and Piano

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
3:00PM at First Methodist Church in WESTFIELD
One East Broad Street at the corner of North Avenue

7:30PM at Temple Emanu-El in WESTFIELD
756 East Broad Street

Guest Artists

CARMIT ZORI, violin

ROBERT RINEHART, viola

Program

SHOSTAKOVICH:
String Quartet #11

MARTINU:
Madrigals for Violin and Viola

SCHUBERT:
Quartet in G major, Opus 161

SUNDAY, MAY 6
3:00PM at First Methodist Church in WESTFIELD
One East Broad Street at the corner of North Avenue

7:30PM at First Methodist Church in WESTFIELD
One East Broad Street at the corner of North Avenue

Guest Artists
KENNETH COOPER, harpsichord
and CHAMBER ORCESTRA

Program

J. S. BACH:
Trio Sonata #5 in C major (BWV 529)

HANDEL:
Concerto for Harpsichord and Strings
in B flat major, Op. 4 #6 (HWV 294)

VIVALDI:
The Four Seasons

with Narration

Kids of All Ages Get
Hooked at Fishing Tourney

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —What do fish-
ing and taking drugs have in common?
The answer– absolutely nothing. Fred
Bercaw, president of the Newark Bait
and Fly Casting Club (NBandFCC),
wants to keep it that way.

The avid angler in charge of the
26th Annual Kids Fishing Derby was
at Echo Lake Park on Saturday, where
the club celebrated its 100th anni-
versary.

He noted that NBandFCC is the
oldest casting club in the east. But it’s
a new program that Mr. Bercaw is
most excited about – “Hooked on
Fishing, Not on Drugs®.”

The nationally recognized drug-pre-
vention program was inspired in the
late 1980s by a teenager who wrote to
the Future Fisherman Foundation and
explained how he chose to go fishing
and think through his problems in-
stead of turning to drugs. “Hooked on
Fishing, Not on Drugs®” is currently
used in more than 30 states and territo-
ries, and is gaining popularity.

Mr. Bercaw told The Westfield
Leader and The Times, “Getting kids
off the streets and teaching them to
fish is my reward.”

According to information on
futurefisherman.org, where the slo-
gan is “investing in tomorrow’s an-
glers,” mentors provide ongoing so-
cial support to motivate children to
adopt fishing as a wholesome pastime.

Teaching positive life skills and
conservation education are right up
Mr. Bercaw’s alley. He’s a certified
instructor for the Division of Fish and
Game and teaches biology, safety and
ethics to kids who visit the Knights of
Columbus in Union.

He told the newspaper, “NBandFCC
teaches fishing techniques to both boy
and girl scouts as well as other groups
who come in for instruction. Some
youngsters from Plainfield come to us
by busses provided by the county. For
those who are in need, equipment is
provided free of charge from private
sponsors, including Daiwa, Berkley
Power Bait, Eagle Claw Hooks and
Pure Fishing, and one very special
private sponsor, Mrs. Marjorie Tedesco
from Rumson.”

Mr. Bercaw also noted that
NBandFCC teaches handicapped
children how to fish, and, in Septem-
ber, the club sponsors a free Fishing
Outing for People with Disabilities at
Echo Lake Park.

NBandFCC has stocked the Echo
Lake for the past 27 years. This year, in
honor of the 100th anniversary, The
Newark Bait and Fly Casting Club has
stocked 1,222 trout– a mix of browns,
rainbow and brook from the Musky
Trout Hatchery in Asbury Park.

Mr. Bercaw noted, “Some of the

trout weigh as much as eight pounds.”
He also said that the State of New
Jersey recently added more than 400
trout and will replenish hundreds more
in the coming week.

On Saturday, April 14, the weather
was picture perfect for dozens of fami-
lies who came out to breathe easy and
enjoy the thrill of catching fish at
Echo Lake Park, where registration
for the three-week derby was held.

Ryan Ferraro, who attends Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield, came
directly to the fishing tournament from
his baseball opening-day festivities.
Still dressed in his uniform, the young-
ster explained why he couldn’t wait to
get to the park. He described the sport
as both “fun and relaxing.”

Ryan’s father, Bob Ferraro, notably a
past president of the Forks of the Dela-
ware Chapter of Trout Unlimited noted,
“Ryan does better in school when he’s
in his fishing mode.” And speaking
about the club, Mr. Ferraro said, “These
guys (NBandFCC) are not a good orga-
nization–they are a great organization.”
And that’s no fish story.

To learn more about The Newark
Bait and Fly Casting Club, visit
newarkbaitandflycastingclub.org.

FW Poet Plante to Read
At Elizabeth Library
FANWOOD – The Elizabeth Pub-

lic Library will present a free poetry
reading on Saturday, April 21, begin-
ning at 2 p.m. to celebrate National
Poetry Month.

The main branch of the library is
located at 11 South Broad Street in
downtown Elizabeth. Poet and editor
Tom Plante will be the featured reader
at this free event.

In addition to reading his poetry,
Mr. Plante will talk about his poetry
journal, EXIT 13 Magazine, and what
writers can do to get their work pub-
lished in magazines and anthologies.

Mr. Plante lives in Fanwood, where
he’s published EXIT 13 Magazine
since 1988. A former resident of Eliza-
beth, he has years of experience as a
journalist and editor, having worked
for the Irish Echo, The Courier-News
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, among others.

His poems and reviews have ap-
peared in a variety of publications,
including The Journal of New Jersey
Poets; Northeast Rising Sun; The Ber-
keley Barb; Small Press Review; The
Black Swan Review; Under a Gull’s
Wing: An Anthology of Poems about
the Jersey Shore; and Spindrift: An
Anthology of Poems from the 2006
Walt Whitman Poetry Festival.

For more information about the April
21 poetry reading or other events spon-
sored by the Elizabeth Public Library,
call (908) 354-6060, ext. 7237.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – If confession is
good for the soul, I have to confess
that I couldn’t wait to see The Theater
Project’s production of Open Admis-
sions that opened last Thursday night
at Union County College in Cranford.

The promo material stated that
Shirley Lauro’s play concerned an
uneducated urban kid who struggled
to make it through college.

Being a former educator myself, I
thought it would be a nice jaunt down
memory lane. That jaunt turned out to
be an enjoyable if disturbing journey.

Ms. Lauro’s two-act play, which won
a Tony nomination, two Drama Desk
nominations and other awards in the
1980s, raises many thought-provoking
questions about education in America.

College professor Ginny Carlsen
teaches speech to 172 inner-city stu-
dents. Her unimaginable rat race
teaching schedule is exacerbated by a
home life fraught with raising a pre-
cocious daughter
and dealing with
an unemployed
gambler spouse.

Into the spot-
light steps Calvin
Jefferson, a strug-
gling, illiterate
young man who
speaks in what
Mrs. Carlsen con-
descendingly re-
fers to as “urban
substandard, street
s p e e c h ,
Harlemese.”

Calvin begs for
additional help and
confesses to Mrs.
Carlsen that he can
hardly make sense
of Shakespeare’s
“Othello” he reads
aloud to the class.
The educator
counters that all
Calvin needs is to
improve his deliv-
ery to be perceived as better. “All we
have to do is build your image,” she
coaxes him.

Never mind that the young man can
only read or write on a fifth-grade
level; he has always gotten passing
grades and will continue to get pass-
ing grades. No one wants to face the
reality of failure—his or theirs.

Who’s to blame for American
education’s ills? Ms. Lauro’s power-
ful piece doesn’t give clear-cut an-
swers, but pushes the audience to its
own conclusions.

As usual, director Mark Spina has
assembled a top-rate cast and has
allowed its talents to flourish.

Kenard Bunkley, in the role of
Calvin Jefferson, offers pathos and
understanding. When he sobs, “Help
me, somebody help me,” we feel the
anguish of every child who has passed
through an unfeeling foster-care sys-
tem, or has been socially promoted or
has lost interest in the world because
he hasn’t been shown individual at-
tention or love.

As speech teacher Ginny Carlsen,
Barbara Guidi of Scotch Plains does a
superior job as the overworked, anal-
retentive, underpaid robot-like profes-
sor who finds herself trapped in a job.
Her frustration is palpable, as she scans
her crammed planner and gulps a diet
cola during her 10-minute break be-
tween classes.

Small roles are distinguished by
outstanding performances. As Salina
Jones, Daaimah Talley’s poignant in-
teraction with her brother Calvin and
her credible concern presented in her
soliloquy are unforgettable.

Likewise, Gary Glor as Peter
Carlsen handily
portrays the de-
pressed husband
who deludes him-
self into thinking
that betting the
rent money on a
Lakers’ game will
solve all of the
family’s financial
woes.

The students in
speech class—
Italian stud Nick
Rizzoli (Phil E.
Eichinger), Asian
brainiac Kitty
Shim (Rebecca
Moore) and Latin
lover Juan Rivera
(Edward Corcino)
all “kick it up a
notch” in their ste-
reotypic roles.

The self-ab-
sorbed character
of Professor Claire
Block is nicely

brought to life by Deborah Pires.
A minimal set prevails, yet Mr. Spina

uses scaffolding creatively to work
with Mark Reilly’s lighting to create
the rooftop of a tenement building.

The whole night works because of
the power of the play. It grips the
audience by the throat, much like the
scene in which the teacher invites her
hungering student to learn the differ-
ence between the words “ask” and
“axe” by touching her throat and feel-
ing her Adam’s apple for the correct
placement of the word.

Ah, if only educational break-
throughs — for both teacher and stu-
dent — were that simple.

Open Your Mind to The
Theatre Project’s Admissions
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Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IT’S A WRAP…Ciera Kriner of Kenilworth, front, and Kayla Rinn of Westfield
take a milk-and-cookie break after the casting call and photo shoot for “Little
Miss Westfield” at the Esprit store on East Broad Street last Sunday.

Little Miss WF Contest
Brings Sunshine to Rainy Day

Free Event Celebrates
National Poetry Month

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invited the public to
attend a reading in celebration of Na-
tional Poetry Month on Monday, April
30, at 7:30 p.m. in the Kuran Arts
Center on Watson Road in Fanwood.

The event will feature distinguished
writer Marvin Cohen. Mr. Cohen is
the author of seven books, including
“The Monday Rhetoric of the Love
Club,” “The Inconvenience of Liv-
ing,” “Fables at Life’s Expense,” “The
Self-Devoted Friend” and “Baseball
the Beautiful.”

Readings are held in the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, ad-
jacent to Fanwood Borough Hall,
off Martine Avenue. The center was
once a 19th-century carriage house
(from which the series takes its
name).

This reading is free to the public.
An open mic will follow the featured
performance, so attendees are encour-
aged to bring poems and join in the
reading. For information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

there’s more at
goleader.com
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WESTFIELD — On Sunday, April
15, the sun was nowhere to be found.
But, as everyone knows, nothing can
light up a room brighter than a little
girl’s smile.

In the Esprit store located on East
Broad Street, a casting call for “Little
Miss Westfield” was being held, and
there was plenty to smile about.

For one thing, between photo shoots
by photographer P.J. Gangitino, the
good people at the Esprit store were
serving milk and cookies.

Mr. Gangitino’s wife Kristina works
for the store, which is looking for the
little girl with the “Esprit spirit” to
show off its new line of children’s
clothes, sizes 12 months to 6x.

Mrs. Gangitino noted that, despite
the undesirable weather outside, a
steady flow of hopeful “Little Miss
Westfields” trickled into the store. By
day’s end, nearly 20 little girls got
behind her husband’s camera, beam-
ing in front of a faux blue-sky back-
drop.

The photos of the contestants will
be on display in the downtown store
and judged by representatives from
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Jersey Mike’s Subs and Vicki’s
Diner to decide who will be “Little
Miss Westfield.”

The winner will be chosen on Fri-
day, and will get to wear the title in
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce Spring Fling parade on April
29. The lucky lady will also wear a

new ensemble in the parade, courtesy
of Esprit.

Little Miss Sunshine –eat your heart
out.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

ASK AND IT SHALL BE
GIVEN...Calvin Jefferson (Kenard
Bunkley) feels the larynx of his speech
teacher Ginny Carlsen (Barbara Guidi)
to see how the word “ask” should be
pronounced in The Theater Project’s
masterful presentation of Open Admis-
sions, which plays Thursday through
Saturday nights and Sunday afternoons
through April 28 at the Cranford Cam-
pus of Union County College.


