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Mountainside Town
Clock is Hour Behind
I contacted the Mountainside Borough

Hall regarding the town clock at the cor-
ner of Mountain Avenue and New Provi-
dence Road about [the clock] being an
hour slow. From clerk to public works,
everyone is passing the buck about when
this will be fixed. It is such a beautiful
clock and town focus point. Why doesn’t
someone take charge and get the clock
fixed instead of blaming a satellite or the
manufacturer?

Donald Fedoryk
Mountainside

Lions Easter Egg Hunt
Was Success in WF

The Westfield Lions Club would like
to thank The Westfield Leader for publi-
cizing the club’s 72nd annual Easter Egg
Hunt on April 7. Despite the unusually
cold weather, the hunt was a success,
judging by the participants’ comments.

The Lions would also like to thank
Town Administrator James Gildea and
Police Chief John Parizeau. A Special
thanks is extended to Lions Club mem-
bers Greg and Alberta Ryan for their
unceasing efforts on behalf of the hunt,
which has become a Westfield institution
dating back to 1936.

The following merchants generously
made donations for prizes: Baron’s,
Brummer’s, Cold Stone, Hi-5, Jersey
Mike’s, Shop Rite of Garwood, Stop and
Shop, Trader Joe’s and Wal-Mart of
Watchung.

Mike Gordeuk
Garwood

Former Papermill Subscriber Writes
Board is Inept with Unsound Budget
An employee of the Paper Mill Play-

house wrote a touching letter begging the
subscriber base and the general public to
bail out the financially -ailing theater. His
time should have been spent cajoling the
inept and disreputable board of trustees
of the venerable cultural icon.

The board approved a fiscally unsound
budget, which immediately created a $2.8-
million deficit. The board promised to
raise $2 million among themselves, and
predicted that individual ticket sales would
cover the remaining shortfall. Pledges,
however, fell far short of the goal, and
actual paid donations only totaled $56,000

at the time this crisis became public, ac-
cording to The Star Ledger and New York
Times.

I am a long-time subscriber, but I
stopped making voluntary donations sev-
eral years ago when the previous leader-
ship group took the Playhouse into finan-
cial jeopardy through fiscally irrespon-
sible behavior. Unless the board corrects
the mess they have made, they will be
remembered as the Board that destroyed
the beloved Paper Mill.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

SP-F Scholarship Writes Thanks to
Community for Fund Drive

SP-F BOE Provided
Several Budget Reviews

In response to the charge by reader
Jerry Shilstat that the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education slated a
budget presentation on April 2 that con-
flicted with Passover because of “dumb
and insensitive planning,” please be ad-
vised that I was invited by the Fanwood
Republican Club to present the proposed
budget and bond information at the club’s
regularly scheduled meeting on April 2.

Board representatives were invited as
guests. Also announced in this newspa-
per were board of education sponsored
daytime presentations at both public li-
braries on April 9 and 14, as well as
evening presentations at all eight public
schools. There were public presentations
scheduled from mid-March through mid-
April at various times, so that all those
who wished to attend a presentation were
offered many opportunities to do so.

Linda Nelson
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

Education

SP-F BOE Website Budget Notes
Confuses Councilpersons at Meeting

SP Municipal Budget Projections
Have Been Way off for Years

A Flooded Scotch Plains Resident Writes of her Plight
And Provides Recommendations to Avoid Future Problems

The 40th annual Dollars For Students
Drive was conducted over the weekend of
April 14 to 15 the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation, which is cel-
ebrating it’s 41st anniversary of service to
the young people of our two communi-
ties.

We would like to express our apprecia-
tion to the local students who participated
in our drive and to the generous citizens
of Fanwood and Scotch Plains who made
their efforts a successful venture.

The monies collected will be presented
as scholarships to graduating high school
students at the annual awards night at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on
May 23 and to college students on June 15
at our awards reception to be held at the
Forest Road Park Community Center.

Over the years, the board has been able
to assist local students with scholarships
with a total value of $1,502,830. This
year, we have received 131 applications
for assistance with 30 submitted by col-
lege students. We also assist 15 addi-
tional Rotary Garbe four-year recipients.

We look forward to announcing our
own Dollars for Students recipients as
well as those students who will be receiv-

ing monies from the 24 additional funds
which we maintain, and the 20 pass-
through funds which we administer. This
year, we will be administering over
$129,000 of community assistance to lo-
cal students.

Our sincere thanks and appreciation go
out to all of our neighbors who so will-
ingly continue to show the young people
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood that they
value them and their effort to continue
their education. If you were not at home
when our students stopped by, or if you
did not receive a request through the mail
but would like to support our efforts,
please send your contribution in care of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Scholarship
Foundation, P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, NJ
07023.

The public is cordially invited to attend
the annual meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation, which
will be held on June 15 following our
scholarship reception at the Forest Road
Park Community Center.

Ellie Kramps
President

SP-F Scholarship Foundation

This letter is to refute comments made
by Chris Thompson in a letter-to-the-
editor published in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Thursday, April 12.
Chris Thompson states that the March 27
Scotch Plains Township Council meeting
was “sidetracked on the amount of the
school board increase” and “the meeting
turned into a sideshow because of a mis-
statement concerning the board of educa-
tion”

The letter further states that Mayor
Marks and Bill McClintock are “playing
party politics with the taxpayer’s money
of Scotch Plains.”

I watched this March 27 meeting on
TV34 and heard a detailed chronology by
Mayor Marks on how the final budget
numbers were achieved, an account not
contested by four of five council mem-
bers. I also heard the misstatement re-
garding the school budget that was made
by Councilman Kevin Glover.

Councilman Glover’s misstatement
arose when he stated that since the board
of education increase on the average
Scotch Plains household was proposed to
be only $22 and the BOE budget repre-
sents a much larger portion of our total tax
dollar, that the township’s proposed $61
increase should be lowered.

At that time, the township manager
expressed his doubt that the BOE in-
crease could be that low, and that he
would check into that number. Mr. Glover
stated that he got that number from the
BOE website. Since I was home, I was
able to view the BOE website,
www.spfk12.org/sp-f_budget.htm and
found where he got the $22 figure. That
$22 value is the difference between the
2006/2007 increase ($306) and the pro-
posed 2007/2008 increase ($328). I printed
and retained that website information.
The website has since been modified
where a section titled “2007-2008 Oper-
ating Budget” has been removed, which
held this analysis.

The meeting was adjourned. After
council meetings adjourn, the opportu-

nity for viewers to call by phone is regu-
larly provided. I made the first call and
provided the clarification that the BOE
increase is proposed at $328 and explained
the significance of the $22 figure. After
my call, Bill McClintock called to agree
with my analysis as he too was looking at
the BOE website. These were two short
telephone calls after the meeting was ad-
journed. No sidetrack and no sideshow.

The difference between the budget sup-
ported by four of four members and that
supported by Councilman Glover is over
how deeply to dip into township financial
reserves. There is no difference in spend-
ing between the proposals. Prior to the
March 27 meeting, the council had al-
ready agreed to adjust the tax increase
downward by using more of the reserve
than some were comfortable with in an
effort to accommodate Councilman
Glover’s input. The township manager
made it clear, before and during this meet-
ing, that in view of quantifiable, unavoid-
able and sizeable increases to be faced by
the township in upcoming budget years,
any greater draw from our reserves in
2007 would be “a big mistake.” I do not
see any validity in claims of party politics
since the four members that agree are of
both parties.

On March 27, the Scotch Plains Coun-
cil voted on the 2007 Municipal Budget.
This meeting, the preceding conference
meetings and the public hearing sched-
uled for Tuesday, April 24, are of impor-
tance to all of us in Scotch Plains. Resi-
dents should take an interest in these
sessions, be aware of the decisions made
and the facts that support the decisions.

It is irresponsible for individuals to
submit written commentary on these pro-
ceedings that are factually inaccurate.
For those that attend or view these meet-
ings, the inaccuracies will be apparent.
For others without first-hand knowledge,
misleading statements are counterproduc-
tive.

James Pate
Scotch Plains

The question has legitimately been
raised as to why a new councilman or
anyone else for that matter, does not rely
on the advice and judgment from the
Scotch Plains Municipal Manager and
the mayor who have years of experience
in preparing Scotch Plains’ municipal
budget.

In order to answer that question, it is
first necessary to decide what is a proper
goal in preparing and proposing a munici-
pal budget. Then the value of the experi-
ence can be judged.

A municipal budget is a projection of
revenues and expenses for the coming
year. By law, the projections have to state
a balanced budget. At the end of a period
of time, reality sets in. Was the projected
budget correct? There are special rules
for municipal accounting so it takes a
little time and attention to know the an-
swer. But in the end, no matter what
accounting system you use, the law of
conservation of money comes into play –
do you run out of money or is there extra
money in the bank?

It seems to me, that all things being

equal, the goal of a municipal budget
should be to raise by taxes the amount
necessary to provide the services the town
provides. Of course, there is a need for a
reserve, so if the reserve is low, a little
extra can be raised by taxes; and if the
reserve is too high, a little less should be
raised by taxes.

How close is it reasonable to expect
that the projections will result in an equal-
ity between revenue and expenses? We
do know that the year our mayor holds out
as the worst budget in Scotch Plains his-
tory, 1999, at the end of the process it was
off by about $50,000.

Since that time, the closest the Scotch
Plains municipal manager and the mayor
have gotten is being off by $272,000, five
times as much. In the seven budget years
Mayor Marks has been mayor, the aver-
age amount the Scotch Plains budgets
have been off is in excess of a half a
million dollars a year, 10 times as much.
(see fund balance on sheet 3 of the Scotch
Plains annual financial statements for the
years 2000 to 2007).

Thus, over the last seven years our
taxes, on average, have been five points
too high or five points too low. Never
right. Someone who moved into town in
time to pay the 2003 taxes and lives in the
average home we hear about at tax time,
$122,000 valuation, has paid about $100
too much because of these errors.

Our township’s municipal manger
and the mayor like to say our high
property taxes are totally Trenton’s
fault. They think the people of Scotch
Plains won’t take the time to see that
our local government bears part of the
responsibility for taxes that are higher
then they should be.

Maybe it’s not so irresponsible for a
new councilman to ask questions, de-
mand answers and not agree just so that
the mayor will be happy and not lose his
temper. Maybe this new councilman is
working in your interests.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

I am disappointed that proper flood
warnings were not posted on Tussel Lane
at Riverside Village in Scotch Plains on
Sunday evening.

I approached Tussel Lane around eight
o’clock at night on Sunday. It was dark. I
had just had dinner with my family in
Westfield when I drove down the street
that leads me to my apartment in River-
side Village. I saw that the road was
slightly flooded, but it looked like it did
the times before on Tussel Lane, when it
is slightly flooded and un-lit.

It was not until I approached the un-lit
caution “road flooded sign” 100 feet or so
in front of my car (that is always up even
on a sunny day) when my car actually
plunged into what appeared to be a lake.
I grabbed my dog and my CDs, as the
water in the car began to rise, and exited
the car. I realized then that the water was
above my tires and the power to my car
shut off.

I ran into my apartment and called my
dad. I told him not to take Tussel Lane,
but to park the car in the first lot of the
complex on Goodman Road. I then called
the police department, where they told
me that it was private property so they
could not issue a warning to oncoming
traffic or help me with my car. They
recommended I called the superintendent
who told me he saw me drive down the
road and realized then that the cones he
set up had been washed away.

He then said there was nothing he could
do because he was busy and he did not
have time to set up other cones, signs or
lighting otherwise advising residents to
not drive down the road. So, he said, I
should call a tow truck, “that would cost
me an arm and a leg.”

Once my dad arrived, we called about
15 companies before finding one that
would come out and tow my car. “We
can’t come that far, the roads are flooded,”
said the AAA towing operator.

Once we found one towing company
that would, my dad and I took several
photos of my car. The entrance to the lane
was fine. At least five vehicles tried to pull
down the lane, and might have, if we had
not waved them away. Tussel Lane does
have a fire lane that is not marked and
clearly should have been Sunday night.

Once the tow truck company arrived at
10 p.m. the driver, Gerry Schmidt of
Basking Ridge Towing said, “That road
should be blocked off. There are no signs
that indicate the road is flooded or where
the fire lane is,” he said.

By that time, the water had risen from
half way from the top of my tires to
completely covering them. While my car
was being towed, two cars attempted to
leave Tussel Lane through the front en-
trance where my car was being towed and
may have if we had not stopped them.

At this point I am extremely upset
because I just spent $1,200 fixing up my
car and now $100 towing my car, and it
may also be totaled. If someone had re-
sponded to me when I had originally
called, I might not be in the situation I am
currently. I use my car to commute to
work in NYC and I now have to find

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chelonian – Pertaining to tortoises

or turtles
2. Apocrustic – An astringent or repel-

lent
3. Milter – A male fish during breeding

time
4. Pleach – To interweave, as branches

of trees

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SPONSION
1. A formal promise or pledge
2. Money; coin; wealth
3. The property of a bishop or clergy-

man
4. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
SANGUIGENOUS

1. Producing blood
2. Cruel; mean
3. In a relaxed state; resting
4. Oozing; seeping

PERIOPLE
1. A passage from the Bible used in a

formal service
2. Latticework upon which climbing

plants are grown
3. A series of standing stones surround-

ing a central object
4. The outside, smooth, horny part of

the hoof of a horse
LEISTER

1. A tanner of pelts or animal skins
2. A landlord or land holder; especially

in rural areas
3. A three-pronged, barbed spear for

taking fish
4. A breed of long-wooled sheep

Former New Jerseyan
Becomes S.C. Delegate
Having moved to South Carolina a

little more than a year ago, I’m now a
delegate in the Democratic Party.

In New Jersey, that would never have
happened.

Vincent Lehotsky
Formerly of Rahway

Journalists InvitePublic
To OPRA Workshop
Please help us publicize that the New

Jersey Society of Professional Journalists
will hold a seminar Saturday, May 12,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the New Jersey
Open Public Records Act (OPRA). Some
of the state’s best investigative journal-
ists will teach others how to use the act to
write better, more impactful stories.

The event will be held at the South
Brunswick Public Library, 110 Kingston
Lane, South Brunswick. The public is
invited.

David Levitt, president
NJ Society of Professional Journalists

dlevitt@bloomberg.net

One Bad Apple Gives the Other
Builders In Westfield a Bad Name

I love Westfield, grew up on Clark
Street and graduated WHS in 1975. Spring
in Westfield is breathtaking. The natural
resources, parks and gardens in Westfield
are one of the many attributes that make
our town such an outstanding place to live
and raise our children.

It takes a lot for me to write a letter to
the editor, but I’m mad as hell. My neigh-
bor of 24 years passed away last fall
leaving 1-1/3 acres of magnificent woods
and wetlands. These enormous parcels of
land are windows to a past, filled with
large lots and huge Victorian and Colo-
nial homes, and they are disappearing
fast.

For the last two months, my neighbors,
wife and I have been witnessing a builder
draining the wetlands on the property in
order to construct three homes versus two
homes on the lot. He’s been covert in
hiding the lines with leaves, making it
appear as though the water was being
pumped from the home. When his work-
ers were confronted, the lines were moved
to drain down a valley in the backyard so
no one could see the damage being done
— and the draining continues.

I’ve been in touch with the DEP, sent

pictures of the industrial pump as well as
their attempt to deceive and they have a
case number established. A town coun-
cilman has been called, even the Town of
Westfield has been alerted and yet, there
is silence — and the pump continues to
drain.

I’ve spoken with builder friends of
mine and they shake their heads in dis-
gust. They (and I) know full well the
ramifications of a few “bad apples” giv-
ing a nasty reputation to the honorable
ones in the industry.

What is happening to our attitudes? At
what point did we decide that fighting to
save our natural resources was not impor-
tant anymore? What could be more vital
in Westfield than to preserve the small
amount of wetlands, parklands and
greenlands left in our town? Our focus is
finally on the issue of Global Warming
and you’d think that actions against our
environment would not be tolerated any-
more. At what point do we deem this
behavior socially unacceptable? Where
are the environmental saviors? — and the
draining continues.

Alan Rasmussen
Westfield

another way to get to work.
The road should have been clearly

marked so that not only myself, but other
residents would have been clearly warned
not to take Tussel Lane on April 15. Clear
signage should have been placed to tell
residents to take the fire lane instead of
the main road. That signage should have
appeared right in front of Tussel Lane and
a roadblock should have been placed there.
as of 11 p.m. on Sunday evening.

In my opinion, this is a failing not only
of my residence, but of the police depart-
ment as well who failed to block the road
properly. In the future, the town and the
apartment owners should consider them-
selves responsible for proper drainage,
signs, and blocking of roads (if neces-
sary) if the roads should flood.

Maria Woehr
Scotch Plains
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Statement From Corzine Spokesman
Corzine Spokesman Anthony Coley Tuesday released

the following statement in response to the State Police
update on last week’s crash involving Governor Jon
Corzine:

“The governor’s family is grateful for the way Trooper
Robert Rasinski maintained the SUV during the accident
and offers their appreciation to the New Jersey State
Police and all involved in the care and evacuation of their
father from the scene to Cooper University Hospital.

“Right now, Jennifer, Joshua and Jeffrey are focused on
their dad’s health and recovery from this unfortunate
accident.

“The family understands there will be further review of
this matter by a board of State Police experts and others.

“It is important that we get a complete picture of what
happened that day, not simply to help bring a measure of
closure, but to ensure that the right lessons are learned to
avoid similar accidents in the future.

“The Corzine Administration believes this should not
be about assigning blame or pointing fingers, but simply
about getting a more thorough understanding of the
circumstances surrounding this accident.”

Editor’s Note: Authorities released data Tuesday that
the Governor’s vehicle was traveling 91 mph at the start
of the accident on the Garden State Parkway last week.

Who’s Captain of the Ship?
Our prayers go out to Governor Jon Corzine for a

full and speedy recovery. Although still in serious
condition, we are relieved that he’s improving after
his devastating automobile accident last week.

One might ask, “Is too much expected of the
Governor for making all these whirlwind trips, and
at breakneck speeds?” Does he endanger himself
and put others on the highway at risk?

Whether the Governor is on an airplane, helicop-
ter or automobile, a professional must be captain of
the ship. When being driven, we believe that the state
trooper must be the captain. The trooper is the
professional and must be in command, not with-
standing pressure exerted from superiors.

By being given command authority, the profes-
sional can best ensure the safety of passengers and
the public. The captain of the ship would insist on
using seat belts or refuse to proceed. The captain
would not put all at risk with perilous speed.

It’s not the time for a witch-hunt, but we must
“ground” ourselves. It’s time for common sense and
for correcting comportment – on this and all matters.


