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WE’VE MOVED . . .
TO A LARGER and NEWER FACILITY!

The Portasoft Company
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FREE RENTAL

For New Customers

Emergency
Service

24 Hrs/Day

(On An Annual Contract)

Improving
Water Quality

Since 1945

When you need pure, soft water . . .

experience counts!

Portasoft . . .
NJ’s oldest, largest and most successful

Water Treatment Company

TOTAL WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS
Residential & Commercial

FREE WATER ANALYSIS
Expert Service • Affordable Prices

Sales • Rentals • Installation

Whatever your water problem,
Portasoft has the solution.

469A South Avenue, East  Westfield
(Near the Garwood Border)

908-233-4300
www.portasoftinc.com

RELOCATION SPECIAL
“Pick Up” 6  Bags of Salt

GET ONE FREE
Offer Expires 09-01-07

Water Softening • Pure Drinking Water • Iron Removal
Acid Correction • Nitrate Removal • UV Disinfection of Bacteria

Taste and Odor Removal • Chemical IVOCI Removal • Salt Delivery

Ferguson Pushes for Feds
To Fund Special Education

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Rep. Michael
Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence)
has re-introduced legislation call-
ing on the federal government to
meet its own 30-year-old mandate
to fund 40 percent of special educa-
tion costs nationwide. The federal
government currently funds 17 per-
cent of the cost of special educa-
tion.

New Jersey is set to receive $352.8
million in federal special education
funding, according to the
congressman’s office. If the 40-per-
cent threshold was lived up to, Mr.
Ferguson said, the state would re-
ceive $843 million. The state spends
$4.7 billion annually for 250,000 spe-
cial education students through fed-
eral, state and local funds. Nation-
ally, there are 6.8 million special edu-
cation students.

“That 40-percent level of funding
that Washington had committed to
many years ago has never been met;
has never come close to being met,”
Mr. Ferguson said during a press con-
ference last Thursday at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield.

As of the 2005-2006 Fiscal Year,
New Jersey school districts received
$1.6 billion in state aid and $287
million from the federal government.
School districts paid $2.8 billion from
local property taxes for special edu-
cation costs.

Congress passed the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) in 1975, which mandated
that all children, including those who
are disabled, receive a public educa-
tion. Mr. Ferguson introduced the
Mandatory IDEA Fully Funding
Compromise Act in 2004 and re-
introduced it every congress session
since.

H.R. 821, the Everyone Deserves
Unconditional Access to Education
Act, would boost federal funding to
more than $30 billion by 2016, the
congressman said in a press release
issued at the press conference. The
legislator has 20 co-sponsors, includ-
ing Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-Mary-
land), the chairman of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee.

Mr. Ferguson, a former teacher,
said federal spending on special edu-
cation has increased from $7.5 bil-
lion in Fiscal Year 2002 to $11.5
billion this year.

Unlike previous legislation, the new
bill, the Everyone Deserves Uncon-
ditional Access to Education Act,
would create a funding mechanism
based on the per-pupil costs for spe-
cial education. Currently, federal spe-
cial education costs are part of the
annual federal appropriation act
battled each year by members of con-
gress.

“If our legislation is to become law,
this funding would not be subject to

the annual appropriations fight. It
would be automatic funding based on
the number of students who qualify,”
he said.

The congressman said New Jersey
has become a “magnet” for its special
education programs, attracting fami-
lies from around the country, and
causing an increase in the number of
children classified with disabilities.
“In some ways, we are a victim of our
own success,” Mr. Ferguson said.

He said this causes an increase in
special education costs in New Jersey.
“We need a good partner in the federal
government,” Mr. Ferguson said.

Ted Kozlik, Westfield assistant su-
perintendent for pupil services, said
federal funds go through the state,
which has a formula that determines
what individual districts receive. He
said the district has “a couple” of
students for whom services cost
$100,000 each.

Ann Marie Abercrombie, a fifth-
grade teacher representing the New
Jersey Education Association
(NJEA), and who attended Thursday’s
press conference, said the NJEA “has
fully endorsed the bill.”

“The congressman has been a tire-
less advocate for children with spe-
cial needs programs over the years.
He has our 100-percent endorsement,”
Ms. Abercrombie said. “If we get this
money it also helps our taxpayers in
the State of New Jersey. Our special
needs children are in dire straits…We
need the funding; we need the money
and we need the money in the class-
room,” she said.

Maddie Colas, a principal’s secre-
tary at a North Plainfield elementary
school and an NJEA representative,
said, “Special education has been
stressing our districts because more
and more people are moving in with
special needs.”

“It’s about time that we really get
the full funding that was promised to
us so many years ago,” Ms. Colas
said, noting additional funding would
help “the burden on our boards of
education” to fund education.

Mr. Ferguson said he hopes the
legislation can become law this year.

“With a new Congress, new leader-
ship and a different landscape, I’m
optimistic to have at least as good if
not better of an opportunity to pass
the legislation this year,” Mr. Ferguson
said.

BOE Offers Clarification
On 2007 School Budget
By KATHY MARQUES

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation opened its meeting Monday
with a moment of silence for the
family members of the victims of the
Virginia Technical School shootings
that occurred earlier in the day.

“It is a tragedy what happened and
our thoughts and prayers go out to the
victims and those injured,” said Board
President Adele Lewis.

On the eve of the BOE elections,
Finance Committee Chairman Chris-
tine Guerriero wanted to clarify the
proposed budget, since other news-
papers had published misleading in-
formation.

“The borough council calendar year
runs from January 1 to December 31
and the school board calendar runs
from July 1 to June 30. Should the
budget pass, the school portion would
increase starting in July by $188 on a
house assessed at $100,000 for the
half year.

“That is only half of the school
year’s calendar. In the municipal 2008
budget, from January to June, the
other $188 would be added to the
municipal government budget on
homes assessed at $100,000. The to-
tal combined amount for the school
year would be $376 but because the
two budgets overlap, it could seem
that the school budget is going up by
either $188 or $376, which is both
correct, but it depends on whose year
you are looking at,” said Ms.
Guerriero.

The BOE accepted the 2006-2007
Extraordinary Aid in the amount of
$37,339, which will offset some of

the out-of-district placement costs.
The BOE also will store and use mats,
valued at $1,575, which are owned by
the Borough of Garwood. The mats
would be placed on the gym walls to
protect students, and recreational
committees also would be able to use
them.

The Education Foundation of
Garwood awarded Dana Mandy a
$519 grant for a pre-kindergarten class
trip to The Imagine That Discovery
Museum in Florham Park.

The EFG also will hold an appre-
ciation dinner/dance on Thursday,
April 26, at The Westwood in
Garwood. The foundation will honor
Elizabeth Novella with the Teacher
of the Year award. Additionally,
former Garwood resident and Super-
intendent of the New Jersey State
Police, Honorable Joseph “Rick”
Fuentes, will be recognized with a
“People Making a Difference” award.
Tickets are $40. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 789-0331, extension
no. 1450.

The PTA will award two tickets for
the Broadway show Mamma Mia! to
Special Education Coordinator
Theresa Quigley, “for all her hard
work.” The PTA also will hold a tal-
ent show tomorrow, Friday, April 20,
at 7 p.m. at Lincoln School. Admis-
sion is $7.

The Garwood Free Public Library
has begun a free movie program,
which debuted last night with
Charlotte’s Web. An adult must ac-
company children under age eight.

The BOE (re) organization meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, April 24,
at 7 p.m. at Washington School.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPECIAL ED...Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence) provides an update
of his special education legislation in Congress to increase federal aid during a
press conference last Thursday at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield.
Pictured, from left to right, are: New Jersey Education Association representa-
tives Maddie Colas and Ann Marie Abercrombie and Rep. Ferguson.
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DWC Plans to Update Signs
For Downtown Parking

By GINA LEVINE LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) out-
lined a plan Monday night to make
downtown parking more user friendly.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
said the parking signage and bro-
chure are being updated.

Pay stations will have information
boxes with brochures and lots will
have universal signs. New signs will
also have clear lot numbers.

“Once we have branding on en-
trance and exits, I think it will make a
big difference,” said Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea.

Resident Rob Nehring, who at-
tended the meeting, suggested giving
names to the lots, rather than num-
bers, as identifiers.

Mr. Gildea said the town has de-
cided to keep lot numbers that will be
clearly marked on the new brochure.

Board Chairman David Martone
said tickets printed at pay stations are
already set up to name the lots by
number.

“I think the signs in front of the lots
are going to help a lot,” said Mr.
Nehring.

During the design committee re-
port, committee head Karrie Hanson
said the DWC has a “big picture plan
of trying to make parking lots more
attractive and more functional.”

She said the downtown experience
should start “when you get out of
your car.”

Ms. Hanson said the new owner of
the building that houses the Windmill
eatery plans to enhance the rear of the
building facing its parking lot.

“It would provide a really nice
change to people using the lots,” she
stated. Ms. Hanson said another
project the committee is “keeping a
close eye on” is restoring the building
on South Avenue that will be Mario’s
Italian Deli.

She said just as restoring the “ar-
chitectural integrity” of the building
housing Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe on
East Broad Street was a “signature
project,” Mario’s is “another focus
area.”

She said a goal is “to bring new
vitality to South Avenue.”

“We have a lot on the design com-
mittee plate right now,” said Mrs.
Cronin.

In the area of promotions, Mrs.
Cronin said a “community coupons”
book, with coupons from at least 45
merchants, would be direct mailed to
residents.

She said a vendor from Staten Is-
land initiated the book and the DWC
might use it for “branding” in the
future. Mrs. Cronin said there is no
charge for retailers to advertise in
the coupon book the first time. The
goal is to send the book four times
a year and to accompany it with a
newsletter twice annually. The total
cost for direct mailing would be
$15,000.

She said the vendor is “going on
the assumption that this will be a
successful project for our community
and that retailers will come back.”

In other promotional news, a Harry
Potter event will be held in late June
to coincide with the release of the
seventh Potter book, “Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows.”

Mrs. Cronin said she is looking to
form a subcommittee to help plan the
event.

Contracts are out for bands partici-
pating in the 11th annual “Sweet
Sounds Downtown” jazz festival. The
event is held every Tuesday in July
and August from 7 to 9 p.m.

Plans also are underway for the
Sixth Annual Downtown Westfield
5K and Pizza Extravaganza on
Wednesday, July 25.

The DWC will meet again on Mon-
day, May 21, at 7:30 p.m.


