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Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CATCH ME IF YOU CAN…Fred Bercaw, left, president of the Newark Bait and
Fly Casting Club, stands alongside Bruce Rooney of Bayonne with two Rainbow
trout he caught at Echo Lake Park at the 26th Annual Fishing Derby on Saturday,
April 14. The lake was stocked more than 1,222 trout by the club, and more will
be replenished by the state. See story on page 22.

HONORED FIREMAN…Dan Kelly, Sr. of Westfield was honored last Friday at
the Fireman’s Mutual Benevolent Association Local 30 annual dinner dance held
at the Knights of Columbus in Garwood. On December 27, 1956, Mr. Kelly
decided to do something for the Westfield community by joining the volunteer fire
department. Now, more than 50 years later, he is still serving. Pictured, left to
right, are:  Firefighter Harry Keen and Mr. Kelly.

Courtesy of Heidi Hylan
FLOODING PARKS…Mindowaskin Park in Westfield floods Sunday from
heavy rains of the storm that clobbered the northeast this week.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HUNDREDS PARADE...Players, parents, pets and syblings celebrate opening day of the Westfield Youth Baseball League
last Saturday by parading from Mindowaskin Park to Gumbert Field to play ball. Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, police cars and
fire trucks led the record-sized contingent on the perfect spring afternoon. See www.goleader.com/photos.

County Eyes $10.5-Mil. Complex
To Replace North Ave. Veneri Bld.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Special Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An architectural
firm hired by the County of Union
has presented preliminary plans for a
$9-10.5 million, three-story office
building and parking facility for 300
North Avenue. One hundred and forty
one surface parking spaces are pro-
posed, along with 11 rooftop spaces
on a small parking deck.

The facility would replace the ex-
isting Veneri facility on North Av-
enue which houses the Union County
Clerk’s annex, Rutgers Cooperative
Extension, the offices of the Union
County superintendent of schools and
the division of weights and measures.
The building site is adjacent to the
newly-built Ralph Froehlich Public
Safety Building and across the street
from the Westfield Diner.

“The existing garage building (be-
hind the Veneri building) will be de-

molished at the beginning of the
project. The existing Veneri building
will stay in operation until the end of
construction, and then be removed to
provide much needed on-site park-
ing,” according to the Mountainside-
based Musial Group.

The eastern portion of the structure
would feature a one-story portion of
the 49,149-square-foot facility, with
garages for the county sheriff’s office
and the medical examiner as well as
offices for the medical examiner and
the autopsy suite.

The center of the new building
would house the vehicle storage ga-
rage including a rooftop deck for trail-
ers and other county vehicles. Garage
bays would be featured for county
police and emergency management
vehicles and the county’s SWAT team.

A three-story office building on the
west side of the facility would house
the Passport office of the Union

County clerk’s office and the Union
County Rape Crisis Center on the
first floor; Rutgers’ Extension on the
second floor and the county
superintendent’s office, the division
of consumer affairs and weights and
measures on the third floor.

Westfield Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca, who heads the
Westfield town council’s public safety
committee, said the county had ini-
tially contacted the town about ob-
taining parking permits for county
employees on Tremont Avenue, but
the town rejected the request.

“We didn’t think it was appropriate
to have a bunch of county vehicles
parked on a residential street,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said.

County spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia said the county hopes to break
ground by early next year, with the
building to be completed by mid-
2009.

Nor’easter Causes Widespread
Flooding Throughout Region

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – A nor’easter that dumped
up to nine inches of rain Sunday
through Monday caused widespread
street and residential flooding locally.

Sporadic shutdowns were reported
on Route 22 between Springfield and
Scotch Plains. In addition, a major
storm water pipe break occurred in
Rahway and Routes 1 and 9, shutting
down Hazelwood Avenue and Main
Street, according to Union County
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia.

He said there was widespread flood-
ing throughout the county but no re-
ported deaths. Some 80 Union County
department of public works employ-
ees were on the job along with emer-
gency services and the county’s de-
partment of emergency management.

Mr. D’Elia said Cranford was es-
pecially hard hit, with evacuations of
homes occurring near a flood plain of
the Rahway River. Three residents
had to be rescued by boat, including
a mother and daughter who were
stranded during a flash flood on Cen-
tral Avenue in the township.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly said
the department responded to more
than 157 storm-related calls. Most
were for flooding conditions, natural
gas leaks, electrical conditions and
downed power lines.

He said firefighters were helping
homeowners and businesses by pump-
ing water out of flooded basements.

“With (Hurricane) Floyd we had
wide-spread street flooding,” he said,
noting that this weekend’s nor’easter
caused more flooding to homes.

Hurricane Floyd, in September

1999, resulted in four deaths and was
the costliest natural disaster in state
history, with damages between $500
million and $1 billion.

Chief Kelly said off-duty
firefighters were called into service
to handle the huge volume of calls. In
addition, flooding caused by the storm
in the 100 block of North Chestnut
Street caused gas cans to overturn in
a basement, starting a fire. Heat and
smoke damage was reported through-
out the single-family home. One
Westfield firefighter was injured and
was treated and released from a local
hospital.

Flooding reached the first floors in

some areas including Effingham
Place, located between Prospect
Street and Clark Street, where base-
ment furniture was seen floating.
Emergency personnel warned resi-
dents not to enter flooded basements
due to danger from electrical equip-
ment and wires.

The chief said minor flooding oc-
curred at the Westfield Municipal
Building and at the Central Avenue
firehouse where radio transmitters
were damaged.

Chief Kelly said Elizabeth,
Cranford, Roselle Park and Rahway
“took the brunt of the storm.”

Westfield Voters Approve School
Tax Levy as 15 Percent Vote

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Voters approved
the 2007-2008 $71.1-million school
tax levy Tuesday, by a margin of
1,956 to 1,096. As a result, school
taxes will rise, on a home assessed in
town at $181,500, by an additional
$234 to support the board of
education’s  operating budget.

 The tax levy will fund an $82.7-
million school budget. Additionally,
the three incumbent school board
members whose seats were up this

year were re-elected without opposi-
tion.

With approximately 19,800 regis-
tered voters in Westfield, the voter
turnout was 15 percent.

“This has been a great year,” said
board member Julia Walker. “We
passed a bond and a budget.”

“In a year where, things being how
they are with taxes, we really
shouldn’t have done either,” added
Beth Cassie, another board member.

 Ms. Cassie said she thinks the let-
ter Board President Anne Riegel sent

out to voters just before the election
was influential in the budget being
passed.

“The feedback that I got with re-
gard to the letter was that it was the
most important piece of communica-
tion in this whole process.

“ It got people at the right time, and
it told them why passing the budget is
important,” Ms. Cassie said.

Mrs. Riegel said it was important
to her to encourage voters to approve
the budget without “threatening to
make cuts.”

“If I wanted to do that,” she said, “I
would have reminded them what hap-
pened last time the budget was turned
down. You forget so quickly all the
cuts you have to make in that situa-
tion.”

Board member Jane Clancy said
voter turnout was lower this year than
last year. “We had 5,000 voters last
year, which was about a 25 percent
turnout,” she said.

This year, the election drew 3,052
residents, or approximately 15 per-
cent, of the voting population.

The three incumbents elected to
new three-year terms include board
Vice President Ginny Leiz, who re-
ceived 2,002 votes; Richard Solomon,
who garnered 1,982, and Mrs. Walker,
who captured 2,027.

“There were apparently a lot of
write-in votes,” said Mrs. Walker, af-
ter hearing the results. “They said
that (town councilman) Pete Echausse
came in fourth (as a write-in).”

State FMBA President Touts
‘Old Staffing Situation’ in WF

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – State Firemen’s
Mutual Benevolent Association
(FMBA) President Bill Lavin spoke
at Tuesday night’s town council meet-
ing about minimum-manning levels
at Westfield’s fire department, which
have dropped from seven to six in
November 2006, and, in the minds of
Westfield firefighters, caused inju-
ries in recent fire-fighting operations.

Mr. Lavin, an Elizabeth firefighter
and resident, said, “I would like to
preface my comments by saying there
is a meeting scheduled on Friday.
Hopefully, we will be able to resolve
this issue.”

Last week, Westfield Fire Chief
Dan Kelly said while he does have
“concerns about the staffing levels,
and the safety of the residents and our
firefighters, we, currently, even at a
minimum manning of six personnel,
are still staffed higher than neighbor-
ing towns that have combination fire
departments.”

Responding to these comments, Mr.
Lavin said, “that speaks to our reli-
ance on other communities to come
in and try to help…we’re relying on
people who are not even staffed to
any great degree.”

Mr. Lavin said, “we (in Elizabeth)
marvel at how firefighters in places
like Westfield actually do what they
do...fires burn just as hot in Elizabeth
as they do in Westfield.”

Mr. Lavin asked the council to sup-
port the “maintaining of the old staff-
ing situation and…help our
firefighters get back to being able to
respond in a safe manner.”

Also, in a letter sent to The Westfield
Leader from attorney David Fox on
behalf of the FMBA No. 30 and Presi-
dent Michael Sawicki, it states, “this
minimum manning safety issue not
only creates safety concerns for its
(town’s) firefighters and the citizens
of the municipality, but is in violation
of accepted National Fire Protection
Association guidelines and standards,
which may result in increased insur-
ance premiums for its residents.”

Responding to comments made by
Chief Kelly that Westfield’s staffing
is higher than neighboring towns, the

Garwood Defeats Budget;
Picks New BOE Members

BY KATHY MARQUES
 Specifically written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Voters defeated the
board of education’s budget proposal
Tuesday night and selected two new
board members, John Sullivan and
Sandro Villaraut. Incumbent Lisa
Marano was re-elected.

Voters defeated the $6.4-million
BOE tax levy proposal with a tally of
292 votes against and 176 in favor.
Unofficial voter turnout was approxi-
mately 19 percent. The school budget
will now go to the borough council
for deliberation.

Of the three school board members
elected, Mr. Sullivan was the lead
vote getter with 289, followed by
Mrs. Marano with 284 and Mr.
Villaraut with 236.

One resident present at the vote count
quipped, “Back to the drawing board.”

Incumbents Linda Koenig and
Debbie Courtney were defeated in
their quest for re-election, receiving
228 and 119 votes, respectively. Chal-
lenger Chris LaSpina also was unsuc-
cessful, garnering 173 votes.

 Mr. Sullivan and Mr. Villaraut ex-
pressed relief that the election pro-
cess was over and how they looked
forward to getting started as mem-
bers of the school board.

Chris LaSpina said he was “tired;
I’ve been up since 6 a.m. But I wish
them all good luck.” Ms. Marano said
she was happy to be re-elected and
looked forward “to working along-
side John and Sandro.”

letter states, “This is inaccurate. For
instance, the population of Westfield
is in excess of 30,000. As a result, it
has two firehouses, which must be
fully manned and now are less than

the adequate and previously accepted
manning of seven. Public safety
should not be jeopardized because of
a desire not to fund full and safe

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS School Budget Passes;
Voting Low at 14.5 Percent

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Residents of
Mountainside voted Tuesday in favor
of the $11,694,735 tax levy for the
Fiscal Year (FY) 2007-2008 school
budget – $14,953,887 – or according
to the administration, “Appropriations
in multiple funds due to transfers”
subtracted $388,135, which brings
the total base budget to $14,565,752.

The budget breaks down into the
general fund, $14,387,862; special
revenue fund, $177,890, and debt ser-
vice fund, $388,135.

Three incumbents were voted back
onto the board of education (BOE) in
an uncontested race for three-year
terms. Gene Nagel, who received 375
votes, and Carmine Venes, who gar-

nered 384 votes, will begin their sec-
ond terms. Raymond Haggar, who
received 373 votes, will begin his
third term.

Residents voted two to one in favor
of the budget, with 385 “yes” votes
and 194 “no” votes.

Voter turnout was about 14.5 per-
cent. Borough Clerk Martha DeJesus
said there are about 4,000 registered
voters in Mountainside, and 582 votes
were cast.

Chief School Administrator Rich-
ard O’Malley said residents “re-
sponded to the quality of education
they’re receiving.”

School Business Administrator
Roderic McLaughlin said the com-
munity “respects the judiciousness of
good financial management.”

As for the uncontested BOE race,
Mr. O’Malley said it seemed to be the
trend this year in Mountainside and
neighboring districts.

The school tax will increase
$418,302, or 3.7 percent, over last
year. According to officials, school
tax will increase $141 for the aver-
age homeowner, based on average
home assessment of $48,000 in the
borough.

Most of the increase is attributed to
a tuition hike of $793,508, or 5 per-
cent, for Mountainside students at-
tending Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights.

The tax levy funds about 84 per-
cent of the budget. Dissolution money
received when the regional district
disbanded supports 8.2 percent of the
budget. State aid funds another 4.7
percent, while the remainder is funded
by miscellaneous revenue and fund
balance.

During recent public hearings re-
garding the budget, Mr. McLaughlin
said the current administration is cor-
recting budget challenges from 2005.

He said the administration in 2005
used dissolution monies to “pay the
bills” at the time, which caused a
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