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SP’s Little Shop Takes
Part in Free Comic Day

SCOTCH PLAINS –Free Comic
Book Day, the international event
celebrating America’s most original
visual art form, returns May 5, with
millions of comic books to be given
away at thousands of comic book
stores worldwide.

The Comics Professional Retail
Organization (ComicsPRO), the in-
dependent comic book retailers trade
association, encourages readers of all
ages to experience the diversity of
entertainment found in comics by
visiting a participating store on Free
Comic Book Day.

Steven and Lena Olsen of Little
Shop of Comics, located at 356 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains, a member
of ComicsPRO, will participate in
Free Comic Book Day on Saturday,
May 5. For more information, call
(908) 322-9402.

Kean Prof Endowment
To Write Book on Art
AREA – Marguerite Mayhall, as-

sistant professor and teacher of art
history in the Department of Fine
Arts at Kean University, has received
a competitive Summer Stipend from
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities, which will enable her to
work on an article and a book this
summer.

She was nominated as the junior
scholar from Kean and received one
of only 84 awards selected from a
pool of 814 applicants.

“I submitted a proposal that will
enable me to work this summer on a
book I’m writing, entitled ‘Venezu-
elan Art and the Search for a Na-
tional Identity, 1920- 1960,’ Ms.
Mayhall said. “The text examines
the rise of geometric abstraction in
painting and Corbusian-derived ar-
chitecture as a phenomenon tied to
cultural and political concerns of
Venezuelan intellectuals in the 1920s
through the late 1950s, and which
will demonstrate that works of art
made in these modes both responded
to and influenced their political and
cultural environments.”

Galleries Show That, in Art
World, ‘East Meets West’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Area galleries have widely
exhibited Eastern–inspired art over
the last few months.

Both the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ) as well as Kean
University Galleries have recently
shown artists whose work demon-
strates multi-cultural dimensions
while making the statement that, at
least in the world of art, “East meets
West.”

Another recent exhibit, this one at
the Arts Guild of Rahway (AGR),
continued the theme.

Entitled “Out of the East: An Exhi-
bition of Works Influenced by East-
ern Ideas and/or Imagery,” it show-
cased the work of nine artists who
translated various Eastern images and
ideas into expressions of art.

The nine artists – Siona Benjamin,
Phyllis Huggett, Catherine Kinkade,
Hillary Shank-Kuhl, Hiroshi Kuma-
gai, James McKeon, Ela Shah, Huda
Shanawani, and Lisa Westheimer, –
used a variety of media in the creation
of their multicultural interpretations.

Hiroshi Kumagai, a native of To-
kyo, contributed acrylic-on-canvas
Japanese cartoons called manga
anima to the exhibit, while cerami-

cist, Huda Shanawani’s series “The
New Welcome Mat” greets viewers
in Arabic.

Ms. Kinkade, who calls herself “a
contemporary American painter
working in the Taoist tradition of
landscape painting,” had nine works
ranging from monotype, to pastel, to
oil, in the exhibit.

Tolerance of diversity, identity,
immigration and motherhood were
the themes present in Ms. Benjamin’s
work, which consisted of mixed me-
dia, gouache on paper and photo-
graphic prints.

Asian elements were very predomi-
nate in Ms. Huggett’s mixed media
offerings of “Chiseled in Stone,”
“Nefertitti Revisited” and “East-
West.”

Perhaps Mr. McKeon’s “The Uni-
versal Prophet” could be considered
the centerpiece of “Out of the East.”
The almost five-by-seven feet paint-
ing was done in oil, and its magne-
tism drew the viewer with its larger–
than–life presence.

Ms. Shank-Kuhl’s mixed-media
nature studies, Ms. Westheimer’s
mixed-media wall hangings and Ms.
Shah’s use of burnt wood rounded out
the exhibit.

“The East has long been an inspira-
tion to artists,” explained Lawrence
Cappiello, executive director of AGR.

“[Its allure] is an influence not only
on artists born and raised in the U.S.,
but on artists from many of the coun-
tries of the near and Far East who now
live here and are using their heritage
and traditional training…to create
vibrant, dynamic artworks,” he added.

Currently, AGR is exhibiting “High
Fiber Content,” an exhibit showcas-
ing fiber and textile arts. This exhibit
runs until April 20.

The gallery at AGR is open Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday and Saturday
from 1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment.
For more information, call AGR at
(732) 381-7511 or visit online at
rahwayartsguild.org.
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HONOR CHOIR…Director Tom Pedas poses with Jake Forrestal, Paul Wright,
and Bridget McCoy from Cranford; Taylor Diken from Scotch Plains and
Christopher Gliebe from Green Brook at the American Choral Directors Asso-
ciation in Florida.

Celebration Singer Children
Make ACDA Honor Choir

AREA — Seventeen students from
New Jersey, five of Cranford’s Cel-
ebration Singers’ Children’s Choir,
recently sang at the American Choral
Directors Association meeting in
Florida.

The five students, Jake Forrestal
and Paul Wright from Hillside Av-
enue School in Cranford, Bridget
McCoy from Orange Avenue School
in Cranford, Taylor Diken from Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains and
Christopher Gliebe from Green Brook
Middle School, sing under the direc-
tion of Tom Pedas.

The American Choral Directors
Association (ACDA) holds a National
Conference every two years in a dif-
ferent part of the country. More than
6,000 choral directors attend this con-
ference and top choirs from around

the world are invited to perform. As a
part of the conference, a National
Youth Honor Choir was chosen from
more than 3,000 tapes submitted by
choral directors from around the coun-
try. The choir of 300 rehearsed for
three days in Miami under the direc-
tion of Jean Ashworth Bartle, direc-
tor of the Toronto Children’s Chorus
and then performed two concerts at
the 3,000-seat Jackie Gleason Audi-
torium in Miami Beach.

The choir sang a variety of songs in
different languages for the conven-
tion attendees and parents. Among
them were a Japanese song called
“Hotaru Koi” (Ho, Firefly), music
from Bach’s “Magnificat”, “Quando
Corpus” from Pergolesi’s “Stabat
Mater” and “Inscription of Hope”
about the Holocaust.

UC Employees, Families
Invited to Exhibit Artwork

COUNTY – To recognize and en-
courage creative and artistic accom-
plishment throughout Union County,
the sixth-annual artwork program will
be presented in partnership with The
National Arts Program, which offers
County of Union employees and their
families an opportunity to exhibit their
artwork.

“Everyone has some kind of cre-
ative talent,” said Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison
to the Union County Cultural and
Heritage Programs Advisory Board.
“And we are glad to give Union
County employees and their families
a chance to showcase their talent. We
are always pleasantly surprised by
the quality of artistic work done by
the people working for the county.”

Entries will be accepted in the cat-
egories of painting, photography, art-
works on paper, sculpture and crafts.
Recognized artists and art profes-
sionals will serve as judges, selecting

entrants for cash awards and honor-
able mention in the exhibition’s five
artistic classifications: amateur (little
or no experience); intermediate (some
experience); advanced (extensive art
training); youth ages 12 to 18; and
youth under 12.

In the adult classifications, each
first place winner will receive $300;
second place will receive $200 each;
and third place, $100 each. There is
one $300 prize for Best in Show. In
each youth classification, $75 will go
to first-place winners; $50 to second-
place; and $25 to third place. The
National Arts Program will provide
the prizes.

Pre-registration is required by May
2. Early registration is encouraged.

To request a registration form and
further information, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth.
The office can be reached at (908) 558-
2550 or culturalinfo@ucnj.org

Learn to Make Moccasins
At Trailside on Tues, April 17

MOUNTAINSIDE – A moccasin-
making workshop for adults, 18 years
of age and older, is being offered at
the Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter, on Tuesday, April 17, from 7 to
8:30 p.m.

“If you have ever wanted to make
your own Lenape Native American
style moccasins, this is the perfect
opportunity,” said Freeholder Chair-
woman Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison
to the Union County Parks and Rec-
reation Advisory Board. “This pro-
gram is perfect for scout leaders and
adults interested in Native American
culture, crafts and outdoor skills.”

Instructor Michael Dennis has been
active in outdoor education since 1999
and has worked on the Indian Island
at Waterloo Village. He will teach
participants how to make a pattern in
canvas, which can be used as the
model for making many more.

Pre-registration is required. The fee
for this program is $35 per person for
Union County residents and $40 per
person for out-of-county participants.
The fee includes all materials. Doors
open 15 minutes prior to the program.

For additional information on this
workshop or for a complete brochure
of Trailside’s spring adult workshops

and teacher-training programs, call
(908) 789-3670 or see ucnj.org/
trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

Movies in May Entries
Due on Friday, April 20

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Third
Annual “Movies In May” Film Festi-
val will take place between May 10
and 12.

The event will be presented at
Scotch Plains Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) on May 10 at 7 p.m., at the
Fanwood Memorial Library on May
11 at 7 p.m. and the Scotch Plains
Public Library on May 12 at 1:30
p.m.

The festival will screen more than
20 films during these three days, in-
cluding the world premiere of As Cool
As Jennifer II, which was largely shot
in Scotch Plains, and a screening of
the ESPN production 7th Inning
Stretch, featuring Scotch Plains resi-
dent Pat Dinizio.

Anyone submitting a film should
send it in miniDV format as soon as
possible. Those submitting should
include a blurb about their produc-
tion and a JPEG still from the film or
a poster. All entries are due by April
20.

All productions may be mailed to
William McMeekan, Scotch Plains
Television, 667 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

If there are any questions, e-mail
wmcmeekan@spfk12.org.

Author Blasko to Speak
About Immigration

MOUNTAINSIDE – Author Larry
Blasko will appear at the
Mountainside Public Library on
Thursday, April 19.

His newest book, “Opening the
Borders,” discusses immigration. He
writes from the perspective of how
opening the borders can be helpful
both the United States and to immi-
grants.

Mr. Blasko served for more than 30
years with the Associated Press as a
writer, editor columnist and execu-
tive. He is the author of two other
books and is a graduate of North-
western University’s School of Jour-
nalism.

When appearing, he will speak
about his book and answer questions
from the audience. Admission is free,
but space is limited. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 233-0115 or go to
mountainsidelibrary.org

Town Book Store Hosts
1982 WHS Graduate
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host two meet-
and-greet book signings for local au-
thors on Saturday, April 14.

Stephen Sautner, a 1982 graduate
of Westfield High School and
Cranford resident, will appear from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to autograph copies
of his book “Up River and Down
Stream,” a collection of fishing sto-
ries written for the “Outdoors” col-
umn of The New York Times, where he
has been a contributor since 1994.

New Jersey resident, Robin Fried-
man, author of “The Girlfriend
Project,” will appear from 2 to 4 p.m.
“The Girlfriend Project” reveals the
struggle of teen dating, with rare in-
sight into the vulnerability and inse-
curity guys often hide. This book is
for any teen who has ever felt like the
odd one out when it comes to dating.

The public can come and meet both
authors at The Town Book Store lo-
cated at 270 East Broad Street in
Westfield (corner of East Broad and
Elmer Streets). If anyone is unable to
attend these events, call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 and
reserve an autographed copy.

Monday April 23, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday April 26, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday April 28, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday April 30, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

STARTS  APRIL 30

Mon., Apr. 23 @ 8:30 pm for beginners
Sat., Apr. 28 @ 12:30 pm for beginners

Sat., Mar. 28 @ 2:00 pm for experienced

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – At Monday night’s out-
door rally held in a portable band
shell at the Paper Mill Playhouse in
Millburn, scarlet T-shirts dotted the
crowd.

White letters on the crimson shirts
screamed “Save Paper Mill Play-
house,” the theme of the hour-and-a
quarter rally.

Politicians and Broadway perform-
ers were out in force to support the
financially flagging theater that an-
nounced in early April that it would
have to cancel the rest of the season if
it couldn’t come up with more than
$3 million pronto.

The April 9 rally was a last-minute
all-volunteer effort to draw attention
to the plight of the theater.

Former Governor Brendan Byrne, a
Short Hills resident, told The Westfield
Leader and The Times, “Paper Mill is
part of the culture of our community.
I’m a big fan, and, from a purely
selfish aspect, I want to see it survive.”

And others echoed his personal
sentiment.

For Westfield resident Sue Dilzell,
the closing of the theater and all of its
programs would hit home. Mrs.
Dilzell and her teenage daughters –
Kristen, a senior at Westfield High
School (WHS), and Jennifer, a junior
– were on hand to show their support.

“Jennifer has already auditioned
for and been accepted to her second
year with the Summer Conservatory
Program at Paper Mill,” Mrs. Dilzell
explained. “We can’t let this theater
go under.”

The Summer Musical Conserva-
tory offers intensive study in perfor-
mance skills for talented students
between the ages of 10 and 18.
Westfield’s own Allison Siko, a former
conservatory student at Paper Mill,

Paper Mill Playhouse: Crisis Not Just for Audience
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has gone on to appear in a recurring
role on TV’s popular show, “Law and
Order: SVU.”

In addition to the summer program,
in 1996 the playhouse initiated “The
Rising Star Awards” to reward and
encourage excellence, spotlighting
outstanding high school musical pro-
ductions throughout the state.

Both WHS and Scotch Plains High
School productions have boasted Ris-
ing Star nominees and winners over
the years.

According to the press information
from Paper Mill, “15,000 students
participated in the Rising Star Awards
program in 2006 and in 2007, 110
schools in 19 of the 21 counties in
New Jersey participated.” Through
this program alone, $61,000 in col-
lege scholarships are given.

On a more personal note, I have
fond memories of another program
the playhouse offers. In 1991, I at-
tended Monday night musical theater
classes there. The 10 or 11 of us
would prepare and nervously sing
audition pieces, presenting them to

fellow actors for feedback and cri-
tiquing, which provided a much-
needed venue for actors of all ages.
That theatrical experience has been a
source of education to many.

Judy McLane, a Paper Mill veteran
of eight shows, including Man of La
Mancha, Oliver, Chess and West Side
Story, and a current star as Tanya in
Broadway’s Mama Mia, warmed the
shivering crowd on Monday night
with her heated, passionate words
and music. Singing “Don’t Rain on
My Parade,” with her own lyrics of
“our parade” she brought down the
house.

Earlier that evening she told The
Leader/Times that she came out to
New Jersey on her one day off be-
cause of the “wonderful people at
Paper Mill. It’s about the people. I got
my start here. From the dressers, to
the rest of the crew, it’s my theatrical
home, my family.”

Can we let our family down? If you
can donate, do it. If you can attend
their next two shows, do it.

Just do it. Now.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PAPER (MILL) JAM…Despite near freezing temperatures, the crowd rallied on
Monday night to show their support of the Millburn Theater.

Images from “Out
of the East” Exhibit
at the Arts Guild of
Rahway

Images supplied by
Lawrence Cappiello,
executive director
of the Arts Guild of
Rahway


