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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

 A.P.H.

UPCOMING EQUESTRIAN…Kate Steenberg, a senior at Westfield High School,
is pictured competing at the high junior (four feet, nine inches) level in the
international ring at the Winter Equestrian Festival in Wellington, Fla. on her
horse, Jason Du Boele. Kate also competed at the low junior (four feet, three
inches) level on her horse Nikaia.

DESERVING AWARD…Linda Kolterjohn, left, and Fran Lemberg, right,
present the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library’s 29th Annual Gaston
Award to Jane Bischoff on March 11.

Jane Bischoff Receives
29th Gaston Award

WESTFIELD  – The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library pre-
sented the 29th Gaston Award to
Jane Bischoff on March 11 at the
Westfield Memorial Library. The
Gaston Award is given annually to a
Friends of the Library member for
service to the library, willingness to
serve in a variety of activities, years
of service to the library and team-
work to accomplish activities that
benefit the library.

An active member of the Friends
for many years, Mrs. Bischoff has
served on multiple committees. She
always volunteers many hours to work
the annual Westfield Library Book
Sale. At present, she serves as the
assistant treasurer and takes care of
the busy copy machines in the
Westfield Memorial Library.

The Gaston Award was presented
to Mrs. Bischoff during the Friends
of the Library’s annual program meet-
ing. This year, the Friends offered
free of charge “Amelia Earhart: First
Lady of the Skies.”

College Club Spotlights
Benefit Event Items

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains has
revealed a sampling of items to be
featured at its Sunday, April 22 ben-
efit fashion show-luncheon entitled
“A Festival of Weddings.”

The event, to be held from 11:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains, will
include a silent auction and Select-
a-Gift baskets.

Among the many offerings will be:
four Jets tickets on the 50 yard line,
with a parking pass and Stadium Club
pass included; two seats (50 yard
line) to a Rutgers football game plus
transportation and tailgate meal; ten-
nis lessons; health club memberships;
vacation packages; entertainment
tickets and packages and gift certifi-
cates to various restaurants and stores.

All proceeds from the event will go
directly into the College Club Schol-
arship Fund, which provides scholar-
ships for young women in the local
communities. Tickets are $40 and
may be purchased by calling Ginger
Rachko at (908) 889-4195.

Registration to Begin
For New ‘Y’ Session

WESTFIELD  – The Westfield Area
“Y”’s Spring 2 Session will begin on
Sunday, April 22. Registration for
Gold and Silver individual and fam-
ily members will start this Saturday,
April 14, at 7:15 a.m. Members can
register online. Open registration for
program and new members will be-
gin on Monday, April 16, at 7:30 a.m.

Various new programs will be fea-
tured during this session, including
Prenatal Yoga; Postnatal Yoga; Swim
Team Spring Clinic; Parent/Child Bas-
ketball; My Newborn and Me; In-
structional T-ball League; Instructional
Kindergarten Basketball League; the
Flyers Track and Field Club and pri-
vate computer instruction.

Registration for the “Y”’s Sum-
mer Day Camp program also will
take place during this session. Tradi-
tional and specialty camps are avail-
able for ages three through 15. Reg-
istration forms may be obtained at
the front desk of the main “Y” facil-
ity, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, or online at
westfieldynj.org.

Financial assistance is available
for those who qualify. For informa-
tion about the “Y” programs, please
call (908) 233-2700 or visit the “Y”
online at westfieldynj.org.

Benefit Concert Set
For Steve Nemeth

AREA – The “A Night with Friends
to Help a Friend Committee” will
hold a benefit concert featuring a
performance by the Jake Kalagis
Band on Saturday, May 26, to aid
Steve Nemeth.  Mr. Nemeth suffers
from juvenile diabetes.

Last August, he underwent a kid-
ney and pancreas transplant at the
University of Maryland. Since then,
he has been battling the disease plus
the side effects of the transplant. He is
unable to work and is faced with
significant medical, hotel and medi-
cation expenses.

Mr. Nemeth has spent more than 23
years serving his community, includ-
ing coaching sports and serving as
president of the Cementon Playground
Association and the Whitehall Town-
ship, Pa. Recreation Committee.

The committee is seeking dona-
tions to help defray the cost of host-
ing the benefit and/or to help defray
Mr. Nemeth’s medical and hotel costs.
Donations may be made payable to:
Fred Lecomte – Friends for Steve,
159 Briarwood Drive East, Berkeley
Heights, N.J. 07922.

Carmela DeRosa, 97
Carmela DeRosa, 97, of Westfield

died on Monday, April 9, at the Clark
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in
Clark.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived there for many years before
moving to Union and then to Westfield
several years ago.

Mrs. DeRosa was a homemaker.
She was the beloved wife of the

late Joseph DeRosa, who predeceased
her in 1979.

Mrs. DeRosa was the devoted
mother of Joseph DeRosa of
Westfield, Clotilda Ruhren and
Marianne Chapin, both of South Caro-
lina. She also will be deeply missed
by her six grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
a later date.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
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Robert Hendrick, 82, Billing Supervisor;
Enjoyed Bridge, Traveling and Fishing

Gertrude M. Nichols, 87, Was Journalist;
Former Store Owner and BOE President

Donald Sharkey, 68, Parliamentarian;
Assistant Counsel For Two Governors
Donald P. Sharkey, 68, of

Mountainside died on Friday, April 6,
at his residence.

Born in Orange, he had lived in
South Orange and Millburn before
moving to Mountainside in 1986.

Mr. Sharkey was director of State
Relations for Johnson and Johnson
Co., a position in which he repre-
sented the company in state legisla-
tures throughout the country.

He started with Johnson and
Johnson in the Government Relations
Department and also was treasurer of
the company’s political action com-
mittee, The Good Government Fund.

After graduating from Columbia
High School in South Orange he at-
tended Seton Hall University. Mr.
Sharkey was listed in “Who’s Who in
American Colleges and Universities”
in 1960 and was a member of the Phi
Beta Sigma service fraternity. He also
received the Military Science Award
as a member of the R.O.T.C.

Following graduation in 1960, Mr.
Sharkey attended Cornell Law School.
After attaining his law degree in 1963,
he was commissioned in the Army as
a second lieutenant. Mr. Sharkey
served in Korea and stateside, retiring
with the rank of captain.

After the Army, he clerked for Judge
Foley and went into private practice
with John Murray in Orange and later
with John Froehling in corporate prac-
tice. He also served as counsel to then
Minority Leader of the New Jersey
State Legislature Thomas H. Kean, Sr.

Mr. Sharkey served as Parliamen-
tarian of the New Jersey State Legis-
lature. He also served as assistant
counsel to two New Jersey gover-
nors, Governor William T. Cahill and
Governor Brendan T. Byrne.

He was a member of the Our Lady

of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church
in Mountainside, the New Jersey Bar
Association, Summit Tennis Club and
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.
Mr. Sharkey was a former member of
the Orange Lawn Tennis Club in South
Orange.

He was a member of the Seton Hall
University Advisory Council and Pi-
rate Blue.

He is survived by his wife, Linda
Faust Sharkey; his sister, Jean Sharkey
Cain and her husband, George, and
many nieces, nephews, grandnieces
and grandnephews.

The funeral was held on Tuesday,
April 10, from the Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral Home in
Westfield. A Funeral Mass followed
at the Our Lady of Lourdes Church in
Mountainside. Interment took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to
the Ever Forward Foundation, Seton
Hall University Development Office,
475 Centre Street, South Orange, N.J.
07079 would be appreciated.
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Gertrude M. Nichols (Bouquet),
87, of Westfield died on Thursday,
April 5, at JFK Medical Center in
Edison.

Born and raised in Missouri, she
lived in Westfield since 1956.

Mrs. Nichols was the owner, along
with her husband, of Martha Lorton
Candies in Westfield from 1965 to
1975.

She was the fashion editor for
Fairchild Publishing in New York City
from 1946 to 1956. During World
War II, she was a sportswriter for the
Associated Press in New York City,
covering the Brooklyn Dodgers.

Mrs. Nichols was an active mem-
ber of the Westfield Community Play-
ers; past president of the Westfield
Board of Education; a founding mem-
ber, lector and CCD teacher at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church; a
member of the International Gour-
met Food Club and the College
Women’s Club, all of Westfield.

She graduated from the University
of Missouri in 1938 with a journalism
degree.

Mrs. Nichols was the beloved wife
of the late Clement Nichols, who died
in 1988. Two grandchildren and six
older brothers also predeceased her.

She was the devoted mother of
Deborah Cavanagh, Cynthia
Hegwein, Jacqueline Scheider, Judith
Keene, David Nichols and the late
Lieutenant Daniel Nichols. She also
will be deeply missed by her 10 grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, April 9, at St.
Helen’s Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations in her memory may be
made to the American Macular De-
generation Foundation, P.O. Box 515,
Northampton, Mass. 01061-0515.
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Robert Reeve Hendrick, 82, of Palm
City, Fla., formerly of Fanwood,
passed away suddenly on Monday,
March 26, in Vicksburg, Miss. while
on a tour.

Born in Orange, N.J. in 1925, Bob
was the son of the late Charles Oren
Hendrick and Harriet Reeve Hendrick.
He was a 1943 graduate of East Or-
ange High School and served in the
United States Army in World War II,
finishing as a chaplain’s assistant.

He graduated Lehigh University in
1949 with a degree in industrial engi-
neering and was an active member of
the Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity.

A Fanwood resident for 33 years,
Bob was a member of the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church and was active
in the Fanwood Lions Club, having
served as president. He also was sec-
retary for District 16E of the New
Jersey Lions Club and president of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Music Boosters.

He retired from Western Electric

(AT&T) in 1980 as a billing supervisor.
Bob moved to Palm City in 1990 and

was a member of the Palm City Presby-
terian Church and the Martin Downs
Country Club, also in Palm City. For
the past 26 years, he summered in
Holderness, N.H. During retirement,
his favorite pastimes included playing
bridge, traveling and fishing on Squam
Lake in New Hampshire.

He was predeceased by his brother,
Richard B. Hendrick.

Surviving are his wife of 53 years,
Barbara Hallock Hendrick; twin
daughters, Joy Hendrick of Homer,
N.Y. and Judy (William) Griffiths of
Charlotte, N.C.; three granddaugh-
ters, Carrie Griffiths, Christine
Griffiths and Courtney (Vince) Carter;
two nephews, Richard Hendrick and
Douglas Hendrick; several grand-
nieces and a grandnephew.

Memorials may be made to the
American Heart Association or to a
charity of one’s choice.
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FUSP Lecture to Look
At Racial Justice Issues

AREA – The Social Justice Com-
mittee of the First Unitarian Society
of Plainfield (FUSP) will present the
seventh lecture in its “Think Glo-
bally, Act Locally” series at 7 p.m. on
Friday, April 20, at the FUSP Church.

Among the members of FUSP’s
congregation are residents of
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. The church is located at
724 Park Avenue in Plainfield.

Steve Hatcher and Jeff Hitchcock
of the Plainfield People’s Organiza-
tion for Progress will speak on “Ra-
cial Justice and Police Brutality.”

The lecture will explore how com-
munity organizations are empower-
ing all citizens, especially those tra-
ditionally excluded from key deci-
sion-making roles, to make local
communities safer, more just and
more peaceful.

The evening will begin with a pot-
luck supper at 6 p.m. A discussion
will follow the lecture. Childcare
will be provided.

The free lecture series will run
through May, with a community
pizza party planned for June so par-
ticipants can socialize and share their
views. The topic for the May pro-
gram will be “Civil Liberties in an
Age of Terrorism.”

For more information, please call
(908) 756-0750 weekdays between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. or look on fusp.org
under news and events. Visitors are
welcome to attend 10 a.m. worship
services on Sundays.

Joanne Rajoppi Gives Talk
On Courthouse Celebration
WESTFIELD – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi was the guest speaker
at the Thursday, March 29 meeting of
the Westfield Area Old Guard.

In 2005, Ms. Rajoppi
was appointed chairwoman
of a committee charged
with planning the centen-
nial anniversary celebra-
tion of the Union County
courthouse in Elizabeth.

In 1905, the courthouse
consisted of the offices of
the county clerk, county
sheriff, county surrogate,
prosecutor and judges – all
constitutional officers un-
der the New Jersey State
Constitution. Over the years, addi-
tions were made to the main court-
house building. A 17-floor tower was
added, followed by a jail, annex
building and parking garage. The
top floor of the parking garage served
as a juvenile detention center.

Ms. Rajoppi’s talk focused prima-
rily on the rediscovery of the mural
ceiling of the courthouse dome, which
had been covered in the 1950s when
additional flooring space was needed

due to expansion of the probation
department. Her presentation in-
cluded highlights of the centennial as
well as slides of the celebration.

Ms. Rajoppi earned her
bachelor of arts degree
from Case Western Re-
serve University in Ohio
and a Master of Public
Administration degree
from Seton Hall Univer-
sity in South Orange. She
is serving her third term
as county clerk.

The Westfield Area Old
Guard is celebrating its
75th year of fellowship,
welcoming retired men in

the western part of Union County.
The group meets Thursdays from 9
a.m. to noon at the Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, for refreshments and a
speaker. For more information, please
call Jack McHugh at (908) 233-1539
or Walter Halpin at (908) 889-2074.

Joanne Rajoppi

WESTFIELD – The Northern New
Jersey Chapter of the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, based in Westfield,
has announced the formation of its
planning committee of volunteers who
will support the organization’s annual
Light The Night Walk.

Light The Night is the society’s
nationwide evening walk to com-
memorate lives touched by cancer.

Participants carry flickering red and
white balloons along a one- to three-
mile walk within their communities.
Cancer survivors hold white balloons,
while all others carry red balloons.

According to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society, volunteers play
an integral role in the success of the
organization’s events. They assist with
specific logistical elements associ-
ated with event coordination and make
all of the walk sites fun.

To learn more about various vol-
unteer opportunities, interested in-
dividuals are invited to attend a spe-
cial volunteer orientation on Thurs-
day, April 25. It will take place at
Bleakley, Dwyer, Schwartz, Cooney
and Finney in Fairfield at 7 p.m.
Registration is required.

Currently, more than 712,000
Americans are battling leukemia,
lymphoma and myeloma. The goal
of Light The Night is to draw atten-
tion to the critical need to find cures
and provide families with ongoing
care and support.

To volunteer or for more informa-
tion about Light The Night, please
call Kisha Achoe at (908) 654-9445
or visit lightthenight.org/nnj.

Jean E. Everitt, 96
Jean E. Everitt, 96, of Leisure Knoll

in Manchester Township died on Sat-
urday, April 7, at Community Medi-
cal Center in Toms River.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Westfield before relocating
to Manchester Township seven years
ago.

Mrs. Everitt had been employed as
a secretary for many years with Tech
Line Inc. in Springfield prior to retir-
ing.

She was a member of the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield.

Her husband, William Everitt, pre-
deceased her in 1961.

Surviving are two sons, Richard
Everitt of Florida and Barry Everitt of
Manchester Township; two grandchil-
dren and six great-grandchildren.

A private family graveside service
will be held tomorrow, Friday, April
13, at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the DeGraff
Lakehurst Funeral Home in
Lakehurst.
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Volunteers Sought to Help
Organize Light The Night


