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On average, drivers who switched to
Allstate

saved $338 a year. Call me today.

Based on information reported by 5,291 new customers who purchased directly from an Allstate Customer Information Center. 
Actual savings will vary. Insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate New
Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate Insurance Company.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANNUAL TOURNAMENT SET…Perry John, right, coach of John Shippen
Youth Golf Club, asks the Scotch Plains Recreation Commission to use Scotch
Hills County Club for the annual John Shippen Tournament.

use of the golf course from 7 a.m. to
2 p.m. for the competition. An awards
ceremony and luncheon is scheduled
for after the tournament.

“As an organization, we want to
work with you because of the history
surrounding this golf course,” Ed
Zazzali, commission chairman, said.
“We need you to just clarify what you
are doing because it is one of our
busiest days for the town, and we are
willing to cut our hours for your event.”

To clarify the event program, Rec-
reation Director Ray Poerio will work
with Thurman Simmons, chairman
of the organization, to validate a cer-
tificate of insurance and hours of the
tournament.

The recreation commission also an-
nounced that it has opened up the bid
for the renovation of the soccer field
at Jerseyland Park to 11 firms. The
project includes the demolition of a
house and redoing the bleechers, wall
ball court and field.

At a recent Scotch Plains township
council meeting, the council sought
clarification on the Recreation
Commission’s budget and asked the
commission to explain which chemi-
cals are used on which parks, in addi-
tion to whose staff touches the chemi-
cals used. It includes the demolition
of a house and redoing the bleechers,
wall ball court and field.

worked as a contractor in construc-
tion trades and spent five years as an
auditor in the property and casualty
insurance industry.

Mr. Kubie holds a doctoral degree
in neuroscience and has been a fac-
ulty member of Downstate Medical
School in Brooklyn for the past 25
years. Mr. Gorbunoff and Mr. Kubie
ran for BOE seats in last year’s elec-
tion, and, at last month’s candidates’
forum, both told voters they have
been active in school groups.
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BOE Election

WF, GW, Mountainside
To Decide School Tax Levies
AREA – Westfield voters will de-

cide on a $71.1-million tax levy to
support a total budget of $82.7 mil-
lion, $78.3 million of which is for
current operating expenses. The levy
represents a 3.4-percent increase from
last year and would hike taxes $234
on the average assessed home in
Westfield of $181,500.

In terms of board of education seats,
incumbents Ginny Leiz, the board’s
vice president, Richard Solomon and
Julia Walker are running unopposed
for re-election to three-year seats.
Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 9
p.m.

Garwood voters will vote on a
proposed school tax levy of $6.4
million. The district’s total school

budget this year is $8 million, with
$7.3 million of that amount ear-
marked for operating expenses. The
district’s debt service includes capi-
tal expenses for improvements at
Lincoln School.

If passed, the tax levy would in-
crease taxes on an average home as-
sessed in the borough, at $100,000,
by $188.

Borough residents will also select
three candidates among a field of six
to serve on the borough’s BOE. In-
cumbents Debbie Courtney, Linda
Koenig and Lisa Marano face a chal-
lenge from Sandro Villaraut, Chris
LaSpina and John Sullivan.

Mountainside residents will vote
on a tax levy of $11,694,735, which
school officials said is 3.75 percent,
or $418,302, over last year. A home-
owner with an assessment of $160,700
would pay $141 over last year in
school taxes. The total school budget
this year is $14,565,752, an increase
of 4.3 percent, or $598,908, over
2006-2007.

School officials have attributed the
tax increase to a $793,508 hike in
tuition paid by Mountainside to the
Berkeley Heights BOE to send its
high-school students to Governor
Livingston High School.

Mountainside BOE incumbents
Raymond Haggar, Gene Nagel and
Carmine Venes are running unop-
posed for re-election.

Fanwood Shade Tree
Meeting Set for April 27

FANWOOD – On Friday, April 27,
the Fanwood Shade Tree Commis-
sion will hold its annual Arbor Day
Program. The event will take place at
4 p.m. in Carriage House Park on
Watson Road.

The program will feature the Park
Middle School Environmental Club
and Cub Scout Pack 98. There will be
a free tree giveaway and a question-
and-answer session with certified tree
expert Jeanne Kavinski.

FW Democratic Club
Elects New Officers

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Democratic Club elected new offic-
ers for 2007 last month. The officers
are: Daniel Zucker, president; Victoria
Cook, first vice president; Peter
Sayles, second vice president; Steven
Falco, treasurer, and Russell Huegel,
secretary.

Outgoing President Tom Plante
congratulated the new officers and
thanked all the members for contrib-
uting their time and energy to the
club during his 10 years as presi-
dent. “It’s good to see new faces in
the room along with the familiar
members who have participated in
Fanwood Democratic Club activi-
ties over the years,” he said. “I look
forward to a busy year ahead for our
invigorated club as we approach the
mayoral and council elections on
November 6 and the Presidential
campaign of 2008.”

The Fanwood Democratic Club’s
next meeting will be held on Wednes-
day, April 18, at 7:30 p.m. upstairs at
the old train station. For more infor-
mation, call Mr. Zucker at (908) 889-
5894.
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SP Recreation Commission
At Monday’s meeting, the com-

mission said its chemical bid is al-
most the same as last year’s, and it is
working to determine all of the indi-
viduals who handle the chemicals,
according to Mr. Poerio.

Officials announced that all renova-
tions to the Town House in Green For-
est Park, including a repaired furnace
and air conditioning, have been com-
pleted.

To help with its finances and sched-
uling, the commission has added a
new software package to its program.
“We are doing this for our financial
reporting to establish a relationship
with Wachovia Bank, so they will
have an easier time getting the money
that we raise,” Mr. Poerio said.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOSTON BOUND...Brian Harris, manager of the Westfield Running Company
store on Elm Street, selects a shoe for a young runner. Mr. Harris will run the Boston
Marathon on Monday. He has established a goal of two hours and 30 minutes,
requiring him to hold an average pace of 5:43 per mile for more than 26 miles.

April 17 Elections: Where to Vote
Note: Polls will be open from 7 a.m.
to 9 p.m. in Westfield and 2 to 9 p.m.
in all other local municipalities.

 ———————
Westfield Polling Places

First Ward:
Districts 1 and 2: Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School Gym, 302 Clark
Street. Districts 3, 5 and 7: Franklin
Elementary School Auditorium, 700
Prospect Street. Districts 4 and 6:
Westfield Memorial Library, Pro-
gram Room, 550 East Broad Street.

Second Ward:
District 1: Union County Annex,
300 North Avenue. District 2, 3 and
6: Washington Elementary School
Auditorium, 900 St. Marks Avenue.
District 4 and 5: Wilson Elementary
School Auditorium, 301 Linden Av-
enue.

Third Ward:
District 1: Westfield Rescue Squad,
335 Watterson Street. Districts 2, 3
and 4: Edison Intermediate School
Gym, 800 Rahway Avenue. Districts
5, 6 and 7: Jefferson Elementary
School Auditorium, 1200 Boulevard.

Fourth Ward:
Districts 1 and 2: McKinley Elemen-
tary School Auditorium, 500 First
Avenue. Districts 3 and 4: Westfield
High School Lobby, 550 Dorian
Road. District 5: Jefferson Elemen-
tary School Auditorium, 1200 Bou-
levard.

———————
Scotch Plains Polling Places

Districts 1, 2 and 3: Park Middle
School Boy’s Gym, 580 Park Av-
enue.
Districts 4 and 5: Scotch Plains Li-
brary, Children’s Room, 1927 Bartle
Avenue.
Districts 6, 7 and 8: Evergreen
School, Third Grade Hallway, 2280
Evergreen Avenue.
District 9: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, front hall by audito-
rium, Westfield Road.
District 10: Brunner Elementary

School, Front Lobby, Westfield
Road.
District 11: St. John the Baptist
Church, 2387 Morse Avenue, Fel-
lowship Hall.
Districts 12 and 13: McGinn El-
ementary School, Room 10,
Roosevelt Avenue.
Districts 14 and 15: Union Catholic
High School Lobby, Martine Av-
enue. Districts 16 and 21: Union
Catholic High School Lobby,
Martine Avenue.
Districts 17 and 18: Terrill Middle
School Auditorium Lobby, 1301
Terrill Road.
Districts 19 and 20: Coles Elemen-
tary School, Lobby, 16 Kevin
School.

———————
Fanwood Polling Places

Districts 1 and 2: Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue.
District 3: Children’s Specialized
Hospital, 330 South Avenue.
District 4 and 5: Terrill Road Bible
Chapel, 535 Terrill Road.
District 6 and 7: Fanwood Memorial
Library, North Avenue and Tillotson
Road.

———————
Garwood Polling Places

District 1: Firehouse Building, 415
South Avenue.
District 2: Borough Hall, 403 South
Avenue.
Districts 3 and 4: Lincoln School,
400 Second Avenue.

———————
Mountainside Polling Places

District 1 and 6: Municipal Build-
ing, Court Room, 1385 Route 22.
District 2, 7 and 8: Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church,
300 Central Avenue.
District 3, 4 and 5: Presbyterian
Church, Assembly Room, Deerpath
and Meeting House Lane.

———————
For Other Locations, see:

ucnj.org/wdivFinal/index.cfm

of a family’s life,” Ms. Robertiello
said. “These children are, in many
ways, painfully locked inside their
bodies. The families are often shel-
tered or cocooned in a lonely world of
their own.”

She said most communities are not
prepared to accommodate this popu-
lation, and any activities offered are
limited and do not promote accep-
tance and inclusion to community
life.

“Without people and provisions
enabling inclusion and acceptance,
individuals with disabilities are so
often left out of the life of the commu-
nity,” she said. “Families in our neigh-
borhoods have come to assume that
acceptance and inclusion are, and will
remain, unknown to them.

“We are challenged not only to
accept but also to cherish persons
with disabilities. To view them as
equal and valuable members of our

program could be expanded in the
future to other areas including permit
and licensing fees.

The council approved a $273,000
bond ordinance to be used for im-
provements at Jerseyland Park, in-
cluding field expansion that will be
made possible by the demolition of a
house on adjacent Richmond Street.
Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
the end result would be a new full-
sized soccer field that could be used
simultaneously with the existing base-
ball field.

During the public hearing, Rich-
ard Samuel asked whether neigh-
bors had been provided with official
notice of the public hearing, but
Mayor Marks said notice was not
required for bond ordinances. He
added that township officials had
met with neighbors last year to ex-
plain the project to them.

The council’s next meeting will be
on April 24, when it will hold a public
hearing on the 2007 municipal bud-
get.
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SP Council

town,” she said.
Ms. Robertiello added that any-

one interested in getting more in-
volved in activities that support the
development of disabled children can
log on to livingarrows.com or con-
tact the Community Partnership for
People with Autism at (908) 889-
6446.

In other news, the council passed
eight resolutions for a variety of
issues ranging from officially ac-
cepting a Share grant to fund the
dual office of tax collector for
Fanwood and Scotch Plains to ap-
plying for membership into the
Somerset County Cooperative Pric-
ing System.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance on first reading that would
limit the size and design of new homes
in the borough aimed at curbing the
development of “McMansions” in the
community.

“This will retain the character of
our town and help preserve the estab-
lished suburban community Fanwood
is known for,” Mayor Mahr said.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, April 5, a resident of

Victor Street reported that someone
scratched the side of his vehicle while
it was parked on the street in front of
his house.

Thursday, April 5, a resident of
Briarcliff Drive reported that some-
one smashed the window of her ve-
hicle while it was parked in front of
her house.

Thursday, April 5, a Terrill Road
business reported that the store was
broken into and that several hundred
dollars were stolen from the cash
register.

Friday, April 6, a resident of Pros-
pect Avenue reported that someone
entered his home and stole several
items.

Friday, April 6, Jay Boyce, 42, of
Perth Amboy was arrested and
charged with burglary and resisting
arrest. According to police, officers
responded to an alarm at a Route 22
store and noticed Boyce in close
proximity to the site. After a brief
foot pursuit, Boyce was found hid-
ing in a nearby garage with numer-
ous items from the store allegedly in
his possession, police said. He was
transported to the Union County jail,
where he is being held on $150,000
bail.

Sunday, April 8, Joshua Kay, 21,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of cocaine.
According to police, officers re-
sponded to a report of suspicious
activity and found Kay sitting in a
parked vehicle. After further investi-
gation, the cocaine was discovered,
police said. Kay was transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released with a sum-
mons.

Sunday, April 8, Leon Allen, 18,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with motor vehicle theft
and eluding police. According to
police, officers observed a vehicle
traveling without its headlights on
after dark, and, after further inves-
tigation, determined the vehicle to
be stolen. Allen was transported to
police headquarters where he was
processed and released with a sum-
mons, police said.

Westfield
Monday, April 2, Jamie

Firsichbaum, 26, of Kenilworth was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at Springfield Avenue and Michael
Drive on two outstanding traffic war-
rants, including one from Hope, with
bail set at $101, and another from
Garwood, with bail of $89. He was
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, April 3, Richard Johnson,
48, of Westfield was arrested in a rear
yard on the 300 block of Windsor
Avenue and charged with obstructing
the administration of law. He subse-
quently was released with a sum-
mons.

Wednesday, April 4, Michael F.
Ricoca, 24, of Roselle was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
two Roselle Park traffic warrants,
with a combined bail of $1,750. He
also was arrested on criminal war-
rants from Elizabeth, with bail of
$500, and Woodbridge, with bail of
$1,000. Ricoca was transported to

the Union County jail pending a court
hearing.

Wednesday, April 4, Jesenia V.
Gonzalez, 23, of Westfield was ar-
rested following an investigation at
West Broad Street and Marion Av-
enue on an outstanding Westfield traf-
fic warrant. She was released after
posting $300 bail.

Wednesday, April 4, someone threw
a lit firecracker into the foyer of a
home on the 100 block of Golf Edge.
A search of the area was conducted
with negative results.

Friday, April 6, Derek Garrett, 18,
of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 600 block of West
North Avenue. He was issued sum-
monses and released on his own re-
cognizance.

Sunday, April 8, Adam Kusen, 18,
of Newark, Anthony Singh, 18, of
Jersey City and Delio Luna, 18, of
Jersey City were arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Boulevard. All were charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. They were released
with summonses.

Sunday, April 8, Larry Comasco,
23, of Bloomfield was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Dudley
and Highland Avenues on outstand-
ing traffic warrants from Glen Ridge
and Clifton, with bail amounts of
$500 and $188, respectively. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Sunday, April 8, a resident of the
200 block of Springfield Avenue re-
ported that the mailbox at his resi-
dence was knocked off its post and
damaged by unknown means. The
mailbox and its post were situated at
the curb line.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 4, John W.

Dawson, 29, of Newark was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license. He also was charged
with an outstanding $500 traffic war-
rant out of Irvington. Dawson was
stopped by police on Route 22, East
at the Mountainside/Springfield bor-
der for operating an unregistered ve-
hicle and for a damaged driver-side
door lock.

Wednesday, April 4, Earl A. Price,
41, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant for contempt of
court from the Mountainside Munici-
pal Court, with bail set at $1,074.
Price was picked up at the Linden
Police Department and turned over to
borough police.

Saturday, April 7, Cristobal Diaz,
36, of Elizabeth was arrested on
Route 22, East, and charged with
being an unlicensed driver. He also
was charged on an outstanding war-
rant.

Monday, April 9, Joselito Suarez,
44, of Belleville was arrested on
Route 22, East, opposite Central
Avenue on an outstanding warrant
for hindering apprehension or pros-
ecution. He also was charged with
being an unlicensed and uninsured
driver, driving with a suspended li-
cense and making an unsafe lane
change, police said.
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Fall Election Filings
ministrative and Finance Committee
and serves on the Public Works and
Health and Senior Services Commit-
tee.

Mr. Higgins is a member of the
Public Works, Recreation and Com-
munity Services and Historic Pres-
ervation Committees. A former mem-
ber of the borough’s combined plan-
ning and board of adjustment, he
joined the council in the summer of
2004 to fill a seat left by the resigna-
tion of Councilman Michael
Brennan. A land-use and site plan-
ner with the New Jersey Schools
Construction Corporation, he previ-
ously served as chairman of the
Fanwood Downtown Advisory Com-
mittee.

Mr. Skutnik, a Shady Lane resi-
dent, is a 31-year Fanwood resident.
He is retired from the Army, where
he achieved the rank of lieutenant
colonel. He holds a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree from
Seton Hall University, where he at-
tended as an undergraduate student.

Following his military experience,
Mr. Skutnik spent two years heading
an after-school program for at-risk
youths. The father of two grown sons,
he is a member of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
choir.

Mr. Stroz is a lawyer with his own
practice and the father of four young
boys. Mr. Stroz, who has lived in
Fanwood for eight years, resides on
Helen Street.

In other races, former Fanwood
mayor and current District 22 As-
semblywoman Linda Stender is run-
ning unopposed in her quest for a
fourth-two-year term. State Senator
Nicholas Scutari of Linden, who seeks
a second term, and Assemblyman
Jerry Green of Plainfield, who is run-
ning unopposed, join her on the
Democratic ticket. Mr. Scutari, a
former freeholder along with Mrs.
Stender, faces a challenge in the June
Primary from Bill Campbell of North
Plainfield. Republican Bryan Des
Rochers of Rahway will face the
Democratic Primary winner in No-
vember. District 22 includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood.

In District 21, which includes
Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood
and Cranford, State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield, a Republi-
can, is opposed by Democratic Long
Hill Township Committeewoman
Gina Genovese. Democrats Bruce
Bergen of Springfield and Norm
Albert of Cranford, both of whom
previously ran for the assembly,
oppose incumbent Assemblymen
Jon Bramnick of Westfield and Eric
Munoz of Summit in their re-elec-
tion bids.

County Democrats seek to keep
their 9-0 majority on the Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Plainfield City
Councilman Rayland Van Blake joins
incumbents Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth and board chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford. Mr. Van Blake
replaces Freeholder Adrian Mapp of
Plainfield, whom the Union County
Democratic organization bounced
from the ticket.

They will face Republicans Patricia
Quattrocchi of Garwood, making her
fourth-consecutive run for the board,
former Cranford mayor and commit-

teeman Wally Shackell and Robert
Reilly of Winfield Park. Mr. Shackell
and Mr. Reilly both previously ran
for freeholder.

In the race for Union County sher-
iff, veteran Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, a
Democrat, faces a challenge from
Republican Peter Lijoi of Summit,
who ran against the sheriff in 2004.

In neighboring Westfield, incum-
bent Republican council members
JoAnn Neylan, second ward, Mark
Ciarrocca, third ward, and James
Foerst, fourth ward, seek re-election
to second, four-year terms. Joining
them on the Republican ticket is Frank
Arena, first ward, who replaces Peter
Echausse, who will not seek re-elec-
tion. Mr. Arena is a member of the
board of directors of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation and is em-
ployed in the field of information
technology sales.

They will be challenged by Demo-
cratic attorneys Ross Katz, first ward;
Bruce Regenstreich, second ward;
Matt Sontz, third ward, and by retired
Macy’s executive Lenore Scurry,
fourth ward.

In Mountainside, Mayor Robert
Viglianti seeks a sixth term. He has
served 19 years as mayor after being
a councilman for nine years. Glenn
Mortimer, seeking re-election to his
council seat, has served as a council-
man for eight years. He ran for free-
holder in 2006. Republican Jeff Wass
seeks election for the first time; he
will replace 25-year veteran council-
man Werner Schon, who is not seek-
ing re-election. No Democrats will
challenge the Republican candidates.

In Garwood, incumbent Democrat
Councilman Charles Lombardo will
run for a council seat with newcomer
Stephen Napolitano, a partner in a
Springfield accounting firm, a mem-
ber of the borough’s planning board
and treasurer of its recreation com-
mission.

They will face-off against Repub-
licans Anthony Sytko, a law student
who came within 25 tallies of win-
ning a council seat in 2004, and Den-
nis Clark, a supervisor/dispatcher for
medical courier in South Plainfield.
Mr. Clark ran for council last year.

Republican incumbent Victor
DeFilippo will not seek re-election.
Mr. Sytko and Mr. Clark serve as
president and recording secretary,
respectively, of the Garwood Repub-
lican Club.

Scotch Plains Expects
Downtown Disruptions

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional
Association (SPBPA) notes that
disruptions are expected in down-
town Scotch Plains due to the con-
struction work occurring on the
municipal building on Park Av-
enue.

Scotch Plains Township Man-
ager Tom Atkins has informed
SPBPA that, due to the construc-
tion work, the following disrup-
tions will occur this week. Today,
the parking lot next to the munici-
pal building will be closed. To-
morrow, April 13, both the parking
lot and the building itself will be
closed.

For more information, call the
manager’s office at (908) 322-6700.
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