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FANWOOD DEMS…The 2007 Fanwood Democratic Club officers are chosen.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Russell Huegel, secretary; Tom Plante, outgoing
president; Steve Falco, treasurer; Vikki Cook, first vice president; Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr; Peter Sayles, second vice president, and Daniel Zucker,
president. See release on page 12.

Scotch Hills CC to Host
John Shippen Tournament

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission, at its
meeting Monday night, approved the
John Shippen Memorial Golf
Foundation’s Youth Club annual tour-
nament to be held at the Scotch Hills
Country Club on Saturday, June 30.

The John Shippen Memorial Golf
Foundation is a non-profit organiza-
tion that commemorates the influ-
ence of John Shippen, an African-
American who worked with youth at
the Shady Rest Golf and Country
Club (now known as Scotch Hills
Country Club) and participated in the
1896 U.S. Open. According to the
recreation commission, the township

is working with the organization to
host the event on the original grounds
where Mr. Shippen played to raise
scholarship money for minority
youths.

“John Shippen coached at this golf
course for over 30 years, and we want
to keep his legend alive,” said Perry
John, coach for the John Shippen
Memorial Golf Foundation. “We will
have a youth tournament with nine
holes or 18 holes, and we are expect-
ing 36 kids to participate.”

The tournament is dedicated to
exposing, teaching and promoting the
game of golf to youth to create char-
acter and critical thinking, officials
said. The organization requested the

SP-F Voters to Decide BOE
Referendum, Tax Levy, SP Race
By NORDETTE N. ADAMS

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, over the last
three months, voters have debated a
$2-million bond referendum, which
appears on Tuesday’s school elec-

tion ballot as a separate question
from that of the school tax levy. In
addition, Scotch Plains residents will
elect two candidates from among a
field of four for seats of the board of
education.

Should voters accept the bond

referendum, $875,000 and $650,000
would be used to cover Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s var-
sity football field and soccer field,
respectively, with artificial turf. The
remaining $475,000 would go to-
wards replacing the high-school
track field.

The bond’s tax impact would be
$11 per year for Scotch Plains
homeowners and $16 per year for
Fanwood homeowners.

Some residents have argued that
the BOE should not ask voters to pay
for athletic field improvements while
cutting academic expenses forced
by the state-imposed, 4-percent tax-
levy cap on municipalities’ property
taxes.

On the ballot, the bond is a separate
question from the BOE’s budget tax
levy, as allowed by law. The $2 mil-
lion is not included in the school
district’s operating budget.

BOE members and bond support-
ers say the tax-levy cap and the bond
referendum are unrelated, that main-
taining grass fields is more expensive
in the long run and that student-ath-
letes have been injured on the fields
in their present state, falling due to
holes in the fields.

The school-budget question asks
voters to accept the BOE’s proposed
$64.45-million tax levy. If the tax
levy passes, Scotch Plains residents
would see a $328 tax increase for a
home assessed at $121,000. Fanwood
homeowners would pay $198 over
last year on a home assessed at
$84,000. This year’s tax levy increases
over last year’s levy approximately
3.8 percent.

The race for BOE seats involves
five candidates. Incumbent Rob
O’Connor runs unopposed for his
Fanwood seat on the BOE. Despite
running unopposed, Mr. O’Connor
asked voters throughout his campaign
to turn out and vote for him, saying
one year a write-in candidate beat an
incumbent.

In Scotch Plains, BOE President
Thomas Russo and member Craig
Nowlin did not seek re-election, leav-
ing two seats open. The four candi-
dates running for the two seats are
Nancy Bauer, Jane Costello, David
Gorbunoff and John Kubie.

Mrs. Bauer holds a master’s degree
in early childhood education and
works at a New Jersey university,
where she finds teaching positions
for student teachers. She is president
of the SPFHS Ice Hockey Associa-
tion.

Mrs. Costello is a stay-at-home
mom who’s previously worked out-
side the home as a special-education
teacher. She holds degrees in psy-
chology and education. She is vice
president of a Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation chapter.

Mr. Gorbunoff is director of opera-
tions for a program that provides $2.5
billion annually to schools and librar-
ies nationwide for technology ser-
vices. Prior to his present position, he

FACE-OFF...Four candidates vie for two Scotch Plains seats on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education in the race to be decided next Tuesday, April 17.
Pictured above, clockwise, are: Nancy Bauer, Jane Costello, John Kubie and
David Gorbunoff. Not pictured, incumbent Rob O’Connor runs unopposed for
his Fanwood seat on the board.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAVE THE DATE…Former Governors Brendan Byrne, left, and Richard Codey, center, along with Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick of Westfield, gather in the Paper Mill Playhouse courtyard before the Monday night rally to save the theater from
closing its doors. See story on page 28.

SP Bd. of Adjustment OK’s
Plans for New Charlie Brown’s

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouse officials plan a
groundbreaking for Monday after-
noon for a new restaurant on North
Avenue in Scotch Plains; they expect
to open by Labor Day.

Last Thursday, the township zon-
ing board of adjustment approved
revised plans for a new 6,744-square-
foot restaurant that will replace the
steakhouse building that was de-
stroyed in a January 24 fire.

Representatives of Charlie Brown’s
agreed last month to submit alterna-
tive designs for the restaurant after
the board expressed a lack of enthusi-
asm about the original site plan. Board
chairman Jim Fawcett had described
the proposed new building as having
“a strip-mall appearance,” while fel-
low board member Chris Abeel called
the design “a far departure” from the
previous farmhouse-style building,
which he said had “much more of a
neighborhood feel.”

The new exterior design is similar
in appearance to the original struc-
ture, but will still be a one-story build-
ing with a main entrance at ground
level, officials said. Access to the
building will not require a handicap

ramp or lift, as existed previously due
to the old building’s entrance stairs.

The new building will be about 845
square feet larger than the former
structure and will seat 210 patrons, a
few seats less than the previous res-
taurant. The new building will also
have a sprinkler system.

Last week, architect Salvatore
Lauro requested approval for a sign
facing the railroad tracks at the rear of
the property in an attempt to attract
commuter traffic, but the board re-
jected the request.

Groundbreaking festivities will be
held on Monday, April 16, at 3 p.m.
Political, corporate and community
leaders are expected to attend the
ceremony at the restaurant site, 2376
North Avenue.
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Fanwood Mayor, Council Encourage
Residents to Volunteer in Comm. Activities

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council on
Tuesday night reached out to bor-
ough residents to encourage more
people to volunteer in community

activities. They made the appeal dur-
ing their public meeting, at which
they acknowledged a number of ac-
tive residents.

“I just want to stress that if you are
out there and are interested in serving
the community, don’t hesitate to reach
out to us,” Mayor Mahr said. The
governing body made three appoint-
ments and recognized two residents
for their efforts in community service
at the meeting.

Daniel Strachman, Jim Dozier and
Margaret Chowdhury were appointed
to volunteer posts on community
boards. Mr. Strachman and Mr. Dozier
were both appointed to the Union
County Community Development
Block Grant Council, and Ms.
Chowdhury was named to an expir-
ing post on the environmental com-
mission.

The mayor said the new members
of the public boards had called the
borough to volunteer their time to the
community.

“As you can see we now have three
brand new individuals getting in-
volved in our community,” she said.
“We encourage anyone interested in
volunteering to contact us.”

Councilwoman Donna Dolce pro-
posed one way for families to get
involved by reminding residents about
the Clean Community Day events.

“This is a great way for our resi-

dents to come out and get involved in
the community and meet some of
their neighbors and families in the
borough,” Ms. Dolce said.

Clean Community Day organizes
residents to go through the borough
and help remove any trash or aban-
doned items that take away from pub-
lic places. The event is scheduled for
Saturday, April 21; participants will
receive a T-shirt and refreshments for
their involvement.

The mayor also recognized the ef-
forts of Fanwood residents Scott
Berger, 15, who reached the rank of
Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of
America, as well as Adrienne
Robertiello, who has been active in
Autism awareness programs.

Councilman Joseph Higgins pre-
sented Ms. Robertiello with a procla-
mation recognizing April as Autism
Awareness Month.

Ms. Robertiello has a child who
has been diagnosed with autism. “For
families like my own, autism aware-
ness is every day,” she said. “A diag-
nosis of autism is devastating for fami-
lies.”

She said many families with autis-
tic children face high demands of
time and energy in caring for the
complex needs of these children.

“(Autism) affects every facet of a
child’s development and every aspect

Municipal Building to Close
Tomorrow for Renovations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The munici-
pal building on Park Avenue will be
closed tomorrow so that heavy steel
trusses can be lifted onto the roof as
part of the building’s $3.8 million
renovation.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said at the township council’s meet-
ing on Tuesday that the building must
be closed “for safety reasons,” add-
ing that he expects it “to be the only
inconvenience to the general pub-
lic” during the refurbishment and
expansion project, which officials
expect to be completed by the end of
June.

In addition, the adjacent municipal
parking lot will be closed today and
tomorrow. Mr. Atkins said the build-
ing and the parking lot would re-open
on Monday.

So as not to inconvenience busi-
ness owners and shoppers in the
downtown business district, the
township will ask municipal employ-
ees to park their cars at Memorial
Park on Plainfield Avenue and take
busses to the municipal building to-
day instead of using the downtown
municipal lots.

In other business, up to 300 Scotch
Plains residents will be able to pur-
chase permits allowing them to dis-
pose of brush, grass clippings and
other organic materials at the

Westfield Conservation Center on
Lamberts Mill Road this year. The
council approved the interlocal agree-
ment, which was first implemented
during the last half of 2006, in which
$110 permits will be available imme-
diately on a first-come, first-served
basis.

Residents can buy a permit at the
Westfield Engineering Office at 959
North Avenue. Township residents
will need to show a driver’s license or
a tax bill as proof of residency.

The council also approved a reso-
lution that will allow residents to use
credit cards to pay for online registra-
tion fees for the various recreation
programs that are available. Deputy
Mayor Paulette Coronato said she
believes residents, especially those
who work during the day, will wel-
come the new option.

Mayor Martin Marks said the new
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JESUS WALKS WITH ME…On Good Friday, Westfield’s Timothy Burke, donning
a crown of thorns and carrying the cross, reprised his role as Jesus Christ, having
appeared last year as the religious figure. Christian tradition states Jesus was crucified
on that date but resurrected on Easter Sunday. Mr. Burke, who matriculated as a
special student at Seton Hall University’s seminary school, started walking downtown
from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield. The cross is constructed of timbers
from the original Moeller organ salvaged when Mr. Burke helped construct the new
organ at St. Paul’s Church. He calls the act “The Gospel Theatre for the Streets.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2, 20-23
Editorial ........ 4, 10-11
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9, 23-24
Sports ............ 13-19

Real Estate .... 13-23
Classifieds .... 25
A&E .............. 26-28

Mahr Seeks Second Term as FW
Mayor, Will Face Patricia Lindsey

By WAYNE BAKER
and PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Borough Mayor
Colleen Mahr, a Democrat, this week
officially filed to run for a second

four-year term. She faces opposition
from Patricia Lindsey, the wife of
former councilman Chester Lindsey.
In the race for two seats on the bor-
ough council, Democratic incumbents
Katherine Mitchell and Joseph

Higgins face opposition from Repub-
licans Janek Anthony Skutnick and
Joel Stroz. Democrats hold a 6-0
majority on the council.

Mayor Mahr described her desire
to run for a second term as mayor by
saying, “We’ve come a long way in a
short time.” She said that “continuing
to move downtown forward is the key
reason” for her seeking re-election.
She also commented on the friend-
ships she has made as mayor and her
desire to fill needs in the borough,
including improving pedestrian walk-
ways.

Prior to her service as mayor, Ms.
Mahr worked in the Jersey City
Mayor’s Office and was involved in
its waterfront redevelopment.

Mrs. Lindsey is a 49-year resident
of Fanwood who lives on Midway
Avenue. She is retired; she finished
her career working at Siemens, a
German electronics manufacturer.
Mrs. Lindsey is a grandmother and
had previously served 15 years on
Fanwood’s Board of Health, includ-
ing 10 years as its president.

Ms. Mitchell, a registered nurse,
seeks a fourth three-year term on
council. She chairs the council’s Ad-


