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POLICE BLOTTER

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader
BUNNY NOSE PINK…Tots like five-year-old Sara Melone of Westfield had to
bundle up for the Lion’s Club Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Mindowaskin Park last
Saturday, when temperatures dipped into the 40’s.

ENERGIZER BUNNY…The Westfield branch of PNC Bank and the PNC Easter
Bunny brought holiday smiles and chocolates to downtown shoppers and busi-
nesses last week.

April 17 Elections: Where to Vote
Note: Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 9
p.m. in Westfield and 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. in
all other local municipalities.

 ———————
Westfield Polling Places

First Ward:
Districts 1 and 2: Roosevelt Intermediate
School Gym, 302 Clark Street. Districts 3,
5 and 7: Franklin Elementary School Au-
ditorium, 700 Prospect Street. Districts 4
and 6: Westfield Memorial Library, Pro-
gram Room, 550 East Broad Street.

Second Ward:
District 1: Union County Annex, 300
North Avenue. District 2, 3 and 6: Wash-
ington Elementary School Auditorium,
900 St. Marks Avenue. District 4 and 5:
Wilson Elementary School Auditorium,
301 Linden Avenue.

Third Ward:
District 1: Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street. Districts 2, 3 and 4:
Edison Intermediate School Gym, 800
Rahway Avenue. Districts 5, 6 and 7:
Jefferson Elementary School Audito-
rium, 1200 Boulevard.

Fourth Ward:
Districts 1 and 2: McKinley Elementary
School Auditorium, 500 First Avenue.
Districts 3 and 4: Westfield High School
Lobby, 550 Dorian Road. District 5:
Jefferson Elementary School Audito-
rium, 1200 Boulevard.

———————
Scotch Plains Polling Places

Districts 1, 2 and 3: Park Middle School
Boy’s Gym, 580 Park Avenue.
Districts 4 and 5: Scotch Plains Library,
Children’s Room, 1927 Bartle Avenue.
Districts 6, 7 and 8: Evergreen School,
Third Grade Hallway, 2280 Evergreen
Avenue.
District 9: Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, front hall by auditorium,
Westfield Road.

District 10: Brunner Elementary School,
Front Lobby, Westfield Road.
District 11: St. John the Baptist Church,
2387 Morse Avenue, Fellowship Hall.
Districts 12 and 13: McGinn Elementary
School, Room 10, Roosevelt Avenue.
Districts 14 and 15: Union Catholic High
School Lobby, Martine Avenue. Dis-
tricts 16 and 21: Union Catholic High
School Lobby, Martine Avenue.
Districts 17 and 18: Terrill Middle School
Auditorium Lobby, 1301 Terrill Road.
Districts 19 and 20: Coles Elementary
School, Lobby, 16 Kevin School.

———————
Fanwood Polling Places

Districts 1 and 2: Fanwood Borough
Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue.
District 3: Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital, 330 South Avenue.
District 4 and 5: Terrill Road Bible
Chapel, 535 Terrill Road.
District 6 and 7: Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary, North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

———————
Garwood Polling Places

District 1: Firehouse Building, 415 South
Avenue.
District 2: Borough Hall, 403 South
Avenue.
Districts 3 and 4: Lincoln School, 400
Second Avenue.

———————
Mountainside Polling Places

District 1 and 6: Municipal Building,
Court Room, 1385 Route 22.
District 2, 7 and 8: Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church, 300 Central
Avenue.
District 3, 4 and 5: Presbyterian Church,
Assembly Room, Deerpath and Meet-
ing House Lane.

———————
For Other Locations, see:

ucnj.org/wdivFinal/index.cfm

LaSpina and John Sullivan.
Mountainside residents will vote

on a tax levy of $11,694,735, which
school officials said is 3.75 percent,
or $418,302, over last year. A home-
owner with an assessment of $160,700
would pay $141 over last year in
school taxes. The total school budget
this year is $14,565,752, an increase
of 4.3 percen,t or $598,908, over
2006-2007.

School officials have attributed
the tax increase to a $793,508 hike
in tuition paid by Mountainside to
the Berkeley Heights Board of Edu-
cation to send its high school stu-
dents to Governor Livingston High
School.

Mountainside BOE incumbents
Raymond Haggar, Gene Nagel and
Carmine Venes are running unop-
posed for reelection.
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MS Borough Anticipates
Property Tax Jump

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
Mayor Robert Viglianti on Tuesday
night provided highlights of the an-
ticipated municipal budget for Fiscal
Year (FY) 2007.

Total general appropriations would
be $10 million, compared to the FY
2006 budget of $9.5 million (5.3-
percent increase).

The mayor said the total increase,
excluding grants, would be $443,383.

The total anticipated tax levy for
support of the municipal budget is
about $5.8 million, compared to last
year’s $5.3 million (9.4-percent in-
crease).

The municipal portion of the prop-
erty tax in the borough is about 20
percent of the total. The school tax is
about 60 percent; the county tax is
about 20 percent.

For the municipal portion of the
property tax, the mayor anticipates
an increase per household anywhere
from $153 to $170, or between nine
and 10 tax points. He noted that last
year’s municipal tax increase came to
$141 per household, eight tax points.

He said total increase in the
borough’s operating expenses was
about $102,000, which would come
to about two tax points. He said in-
creases mandated by the State and
other authorities increased the bud-
get by $340,000. “It’s all Trenton, not
us,” the mayor said.

Increases include $59,692 more to
the library as per state mandate,
$90,278 more towards pension funds
for police and fire personnel and
$25,000 more towards the pension
fund for other state employees. In-
creases in health-insurance costs to-
tal $76,000.

In addition, the increase from the
Rahway Valley Sewage Authority
(RVSA) is $90,068 over last year.

The mayor said some municipali-
ties have taken RVSA cost out of the
tax bill in order to bill separately. He
said while taxes might then appear
lower, residents of those municipali-
ties would still receive a separate bill,
which would cost the borough time
and money.

“You’re not helping the local tax-
payer on this one,” he said.

Mayor Viglianti said last year’s
budget included a $2.2 million sur-
plus. He said $1.6 million of that
surplus was used.

This year, he said, there was less of
a surplus, $1.8 million. “We lost
$400,000 in surplus that we didn’t
recoup.”

He said the borough “met antici-
pated revenues but didn’t exceed
them.”

Although the budget numbers can
change depending on the amount of
state aid granted, the mayor said he
has asked every department in the
borough, except “Building and
Grounds,” to cut its operating ex-
penses by five percent.

He said Borough Hall needs about
$15,000 in renovations, including pipe
repairs. The building was last reno-
vated 11 years ago.

Mayor Viglianti said if state aid
numbers come out soon, he plans to
introduce the final budget this month
and pass it next month. If not, the
budget cannot pass until June.

He said he’s trying to expedite the
process as much as possible.

More detailed budget information
is expected to be released at next
week’s regular meeting.

In other business, borough admin-
istrator James Debbie said in light of
an underage drinking party on Wood
Valley Road in November, he is re-

searching ordinances in neighboring
towns that allow minors to be charged.

Borough police dropped the case
against the 56 minors arrested. Mr.
Debbie said a local ordinance states
that minors cannot be charged in such
instances. Adults, however, can.

In this case, the father of the
Mountainside teenager who threw the
party, Stefan Puzyk, was found guilty
of two counts of allowing alcohol to
be served to minors.

Mr. Debbie said a state statute au-
thorizes municipalities to pass local
ordinances for underage drinking. He
said he is researching an ordinance
from Cranford that allows minors to
be charged in such cases.

Borough attorney John Post said he
would follow up on the proposed
ordinance.

At the work session, the mayor and
council also discussed acting on bids
to resurface local tennis courts.

Council president Keith Turner
said, “I don’t think we have much of
a choice,” adding “it’s either that or
we close (the courts) down.”

The council also discussed autho-
rizing the purchase of savings bonds
for Valedictorian and Salutatorian of
the Deerfield School graduating class.

The Valedictorian will receive a
$300 bond and the Salutatorian will
receive a $200 bond.

Mr. Turner suggested possibly in-
creasing the reward.

Also discussed was a resolution of
commendation for the fifth- and sixth-
grade traveling boys basketball team.

Mr. Turner said the team placed
first in its division and lost in the
championship after it was bumped up
to the next division.

He credited the team’s coach, John
Amalfe, for the record.

“What he does with these kids is
something to witness,” said Mr.
Turner. “He really does a wonderful
job.”

The mayor and borough council
will meet Tuesday at 8 p.m. in bor-
ough hall for their regular meeting.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader
SEEKING OFFICE… Garwood Board of Education candidates present their views
to the public at a forum last Thursday. Pictured, left to right, are: Debbie Courtney,
Sandro Villaraut, Lisa Marano, Chris LaSpina, Linda Koenig and John Sullivan.

Six BOE Candidates Debate
At PTA-Sponsored Forum

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Last Thursday, more
than 50 residents turned out at Lin-
coln School for the Parent-Teacher
Association-sponsored “Meet the
Candidates” night.

Six candidates are vying for three,
three-year terms on the borough’s
board of education, including incum-
bents Linda Koenig, Debbie Courtney
and Lisa Marano, who are challenged
by contenders Chris LaSpina, Sandro
Villaraut and John Sullivan.

Ms. Courtney, Ms. Marano and Mr.
Villaraut concurred that children learn
better by touching, feeling and doing.
The three pointed to the FOSS pilot
program (Full Option Science Sys-
tem) for kindergarten through eighth
grade and the Everyday Math pro-
gram.

Mr. LaSpina and Mr. Sullivan dis-
cussed raising the level and expecta-
tions of the children. Mr. Sullivan
said, “My top priority is the chil-
dren.”

Mr. Villaraut, who owns his own
business, said he has flexible work

hours and that residents would be
able to meet with him almost any-
time. He said, “[my] business experi-
ence would be helpful in financial
decisions. I’ve had residents tell me
they weren’t happy with certain
things, and I want to help.”

Ms. Koenig said, “I have more time
to devote to the BOE. I’ve been doing
this for over 20 years. There are still
things I want to finish. The BOE is
not an individual [endeavor], and you
have to be able to work with other
people. I want to oversee the send/
receive contract we have with Clark
and want our students to get proper
recognition for their successes. We
have great teachers but don’t know if
they have the resources they need.”

“You have to [not] micromanage
and work with other people in com-
mittees,” said Ms. Courtney. “Two
years wasn’t enough. I have so much
to learn, especially with the budget
process.”

Mr. LaSpina said he “wants to be
part of a committee to help kids get a
better education.”

Ms. Marano said she “enjoyed be-
ing on [the BOE] and would like to
continue to help.” She asked the vot-
ers to review her campaign website,
votelisamarano.com.

On the issue of taxes, the three
contenders noted that they would like
to look over the budget, every line
item, and see what they can cut back
on, while also using their financial
expertise to see what can be done.

Ms. Courtney said, “During the
budget session, we did go over every
line. There are set costs that you must
abide by.”

“The school BOE budget is differ-
ent than any other budget. We had no
tax increase last year and are looking
at cutting back on administrative
costs, without taking anything away
from the schools,” said Ms. Marano.

In other business, the PTA held an
appreciation ceremony for past PTA
presidents. Sue Baron, current PTA
president, handed out glass candle
holders to former presidents Mary
Guare, 1958-1960; Joan Toth, 1972-
1974; Rosalie Gaeta, 1979-1981;
Evelyn Archibald, 1985-1987;
Darlene Lipsett, 1996-1998; Karen
Russin, 2002-2004, and Karen
Resetar, 2005-2006.

“They have set the foundation and
continued that hard work throughout
the years to where we are today,” Ms.
Baron said.

It was announced that the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood would
hold an appreciation dinner/dance on
Thursday, April 26, at The Westwood
on North Avenue. They will award
former Garwood resident and Super-
intendent of the New Jersey State
Police Joseph “Rick” Fuentes with a
“People Making a Difference” award.
Tickets are $40. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 789-0331 ext. 1450.

The PTA will sponsor a parent
Internet safety seminar on Tuesday,
April 17, at 7 p.m. at the Lincoln
School. Officer Sam Rocco of the
Garwood Police Department will host
the event.

The most frequently cited issues
or concerns about the district in-
clude the “high demand of parents,
spiraling cost of special education
and the turnover of administrative
staff.”

Board member Beth Cassie re-
sponded to this last observation about
administrative turnover by saying, “I
can understand that there is a con-
cern, but we have to remember that
this is not typical in this district. For
example, the previous high school
principal (Robert Petix) was here for
something like 26 years.”

Ms. Ferguson told the board that
“nationally, the average span for a
superintendent is about three years,
less so for urban districts.”

“So Dr. Foley holding the position
for 11 years is not typical,” said Anne
Riegel, BOE president.

“I think your goal for a long-term
commitment is a good one. But we
have to be realistic and face the statis-
tics,” Ms. Ferguson said. “A five-year
contract is the most the state will
allow.”

Ms. Riegel asked about the timeline
of the search. “Do we still have the
goal of finding a superintendent by
the end of June?”

“We are grudgingly optimistic
about that,” Ms. Ferguson replied.
“Assuming that everything goes
swimmingly well, you will have a
new superintendent by September 1.”
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Superintendent
reviewed the Historical Preservation
Ordinance with Town Engineer Ken
Marsh and Attorney Bob Cockren.
“She has tried to give (the Westfield
Historical Preservation Commission)
a little more teeth in an advisory
capacity,” Mr. Foerst said.

Mr. Marsh said the amendments
would eliminate a clause that “allows
(people), after one year having been
denied, to do what they want. That
loophole is gone now.”
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Westfield
Monday, April 2, Jamie

Firsichbaum, 26, of Kenilworth was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at Springfield Avenue and Michael
Drive on two outstanding traffic war-
rants, including one from Hope, with
bail set at $101, and another from
Garwood, with bail of $89. He was
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, April 3, Richard Johnson,
48, of Westfield was arrested in a rear
yard in the 300 block of Windsor Av-
enue and charged with obstructing the
administration of law. He subsequently
was released with a summons.

Wednesday, April 4, Michael F.
Ricoca, 24, of Roselle was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on two
Roselle Park traffic warrants, with a
combined bail of $1,750. He also was
arrested on criminal warrants from
Elizabeth, with bail of $500, and
Woodbridge, with bail of $1,000.
Ricoca was transported to the Union
County jail pending a court hearing.

Wednesday, April 4, Jesenia V.
Gonzalez, 23, of Westfield was arrested
following an investigation at West Broad
Street and Marion Avenue on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $300 bail.

Wednesday, April 4, someone threw
a lit firecracker into the foyer of a
home on the 100 block of Golf Edge.
A search of the area was conducted
with negative results.

Friday, April 6, Derek Garrett, 18, of
Fanwood was arrested and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor vehicle
stop on the 600 block of West North
Avenue. He was issued summonses
and released on his own recognizance.

Sunday, April 8, Adam Kusen, 18,
of Newark, Anthony Singh, 18, of
Jersey City and Delio Luna, 18, of
Jersey City were arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Boulevard. All were charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. They were released
with summonses.

Sunday, April 8, Larry Comasco,
23, of Bloomfield was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Dudley
and Highland Avenues on outstand-
ing traffic warrants from Glen Ridge
and Clifton, with bail amounts of
$500 and $188, respectively. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Sunday, April 8, a resident of the 200
block of Springfield Avenue reported
that the mailbox at his residence was
knocked off its post and damaged by
unknown means. The mailbox and its
post were situated at the curb line.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 4, John W. Dawson,

29, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license.
He also was charged with an outstand-
ing $500 traffic warrant out of Irvington.
Dawson was stopped by police on Route
22, East at the Mountainside/Spring-
field border for operating an unregis-

tered vehicle and for a damaged driver
side door lock.

Wednesday, April 4, Earl A. Price,
41, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant for contempt of
court from the Mountainside Munici-
pal Court, with bail set at $1,074.
Price was picked up at the Linden
Police Department and turned over to
borough police.

Saturday, April 7, Cristobal Diaz,
36, of Elizabeth was arrested on Route
22, East, and charged with being an
unlicensed driver. He also was
charged on an outstanding warrant.

Monday, April 9, Joselito Suarez,
44, of Belleville was arrested on Route
22, East, opposite Central Avenue on
an outstanding warrant for hindering
apprehension or prosecution. He also
was charged with being an unlicensed
and uninsured driver, driving with a
suspended license and making an
unsafe lane change, police said.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, April 5, a resident of

Victor Street reported that someone
scratched the side of his vehicle while
it was parked in the street in front of
his house.

Thursday, April 5, a resident of
Briarcliff Drive reported that some-
one smashed the window of her ve-
hicle while it was parked in front of
her house.

Thursday, April 5, a Terrill Road
business reported that the store was
broken into and that several hundred
dollars was stolen from the cash reg-
ister.

Friday, April 6, a resident of Pros-
pect Avenue reported that someone
entered his home and stole several items.

Friday, April 6, Jay Boyce, 42, of
Perth Amboy was arrested and
charged with burglary and resisting
arrest. According to police, officers
responded to an alarm at a Route 22
store and noticed Boyce in close prox-
imity to the site. After a brief foot
pursuit, Boyce was found hiding in a
nearby garage with numerous items
from the store allegedly in his posses-
sion, police said. He was transported
to the Union County jail where he is
being held on $150,000 bail.

Sunday, April 8, Joshua Kay, 21,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of cocaine.
According to police, officers re-
sponded to a report of suspicious ac-
tivity and found Kay sitting in a parked
vehicle. After further investigation,
the cocaine was discovered, police
said. Kay was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and released with a summons.

Sunday, April 8, Leon Allen, 18,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with motor vehicle theft and
eluding police. According to police,
officers observed a vehicle traveling
without its headlights on after dark,
and after further investigation deter-
mined the vehicle to be stolen. Allen
was transported to police headquar-
ters where he was processed and re-
leased with a summons, police said.
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Fall Election Filings
tion to his council seat, has served
as a councilman for eight years. He
ran for freeholder in 2006. Republi-
can Jeff Wass seeks election for the
first time; he will replace 25-year
veteran Councilman Werner Schon,
who is not seeking re-election. No
Democrats will challenge the Re-
publican candidates.

In Garwood, incumbent Democrat
Councilman Charles Lombardo will
run for a council seat with newcomer
Stephen Napolitano, a partner in a
Springfield accounting firm, a mem-
ber of the borough’s planning board
and treasurer of its recreation com-
mission.

They will face off against Republi-
cans Anthony Sytko, a law student
who came within 25 tallies of win-
ning a council seat in 2004, and Den-
nis Clark, a supervisor/dispatcher for
a medical courier in South Plainfield.
Mr. Clark ran for council last year.

Republican incumbent Victor
DeFilippo will not seek re-election.
Mr. Sytko and Mr. Clark serve as
president and recording secretary,
respectively, of the Garwood Repub-
lican Club.

Mr. Clark said he was running be-
cause Garwood needs a “better bal-
ance of government.”

In Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr,
a Democrat, seeks a second term
against Republican Patricia Lindsey,
the wife of former councilman and
mayoral contender, Chester Lindsey.
Also seeking re-election are Demo-
cratic council members Katherine
Mitchell, a registered nurse, seeking a
fourth term, and Joseph Higgins, a

land-use and site planner with the New
Jersey Schools Construction Corpo-
ration, running for a second term.

They will face Republicans Janek
Anthony Skutnick, a retired U.S.
Army lieutenant colonel, and Joel
Stroz, a corporate litigation attorney,
in November. Mr. Stroz ran for coun-
cil in 2004.

County Democrats seek to keep
their 9-0 majority on the Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Plainfield City
Councilman Rayland Van Blake joins
incumbents Dan Sullivan of Eliza-
beth and Board Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford on the Demo-
cratic ticket. Mr. Van Blake replaces
Freeholder Adrian Mapp of
Plainfield, whom the Union County
Democratic organization bounced
from the ticket.

They will face Republicans Patricia
Quattrocchi of Garwood, making her
fourth consecutive run for the board;
former Cranford mayor and commit-
teeman Wally Shackell and Robert
Reilly of Winfield Park. Mr. Shackell
and Mr. Reilly both previously ran
for freeholder.

In the race for Union County sher-
iff, veteran Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, a
Democrat, faces a challenge from
Republican Peter Lijoi of Summit,
who ran against the sheriff in 2004.

In state legislative races, in District
21, Democratic Long Hill Township
Committeewoman Gina Genovese
challenges State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield, a Republican, in the
race for State Senate. In the Assem-
bly race, Democrats Bruce Bergen of
Springfield and Norm Albert of
Cranford oppose Mr. Kean’s
runningmates, incumbent Assembly-
men Jon Bramnick and Eric Munoz.
Both Democrats previously ran for
the Assembly. The legislative district
includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood and Cranford.

In District 22, which includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, State
Senator Nicholas Scutari of Linden
seeks a second term. He will be op-
posed in the Democratic Primary by
Bill Campbell of North Plainfield.
Republican Bryan Des Rochers of
Rahway will face the winner in No-
vember. Democratic Assemblyman
Jerry Green of Plainfield and Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood
are unopposed in their quest for re-
election.

goleader.com


