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STELLAR PERFORMANCE IN RIVER CITY…Matthew Forman’s portrayal
of Harold Hill in the spring musical production of The Music Man at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison gave audiences something to rave about.
The Scotch Plains senior, who captured the lead role in the show, is also the editor
of the school newspaper, The Beacon, as well as the founder and president of the
school’s choral art society. Matthew is the son of Bruce and Donna Forman of
Scotch Plains.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

‘Art for a Cause’ to Benefit
Leukemia, Lymphoma Soc.

WESTFIELD – “Art for a Cause”
will be held on April 14 from 8 to 11
p.m. at 17 Mountainview Drive in
Mountainside. Proceeds will benefit
The Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety (LLS).

Jill Naughton and Karen Fishman,
Hike for Discovery participants who
together have committed to raising
$10,000 to help LLS fund the search
for a cure, will co-host the event.

“Art for a Cause” offers attendees a
night of live music, art, wine, cheese
and desserts. This evening is made
possible by a number of local busi-
nesses. The event will take place in a
home provided by Ralph Rapuano of
Elegant Homes through the assistance
of Jayne Bernstein of Coldwell
Banker.

Both The Evalyn Dunne and Juxta-
pose Galleries will provide artwork
for sale. Pete Hogan and Friends of
Scotch Plains will perform live mu-
sic. Rock’n Joe, Robert Treat Deli,
The Chocolate Bar, Cosi Restaurant,
ShopRite Wines and Spirits and John
Devin of Empire Merchants will con-
tribute food and beverages.

The suggested donation for the
event is $25 per person in advance or
$35 at the door. All proceeds, as well
as 10 percent of the evening’s art
sales, will go to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society.

Also, for any custom framing order
placed by party attendees prior to
May 14, the Evelyn Dunne Gallery
will donate an additional 10 percent
to LLS. To make an advance dona-
tion, do so at active.com/donate/
hfdnonj/jnaughtongifters.

For further information about the
“Art for a Cause” event, call Jill
Naughton at (908) 233-2358. For in-
formation on Hike for Discovery or
The LLS mission, visit lls.org or call
Melissa Broxmeier at (908) 654-9445.

Gallery Owner Learns
New Techniques

WESTFIELD – Jacie Civins, the
proprietor of Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery
in Westfield, a full conservation and
custom frame shop, recently attended
a national conference on the West
Coast where she learned new framing
techniques and the importance of
color when coordinating mats and
frames.

Ms. Civins spent five days at The
National Conference of the West
Coast Art and Frame Show to learn
what is happening in the art market
and framing industry.

She attended workshops devoted
to color choices and upscale framing
design. “It was great to see what is
happening in the industry. The Na-
tional Conference allows me to keep
up with what is new and to improve
my framing skills,” she said.

Ms. Civins has brought all of her
expertise back to Westfield, where
she will use what she has learned to
help her clientele select the best frame
designs for their custom framing
needs.

Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery is located
at 549 South Avenue West. For more
information, contact them at (908)
232-0412 or e-mail
Info@EvalynDunnsGallery.com

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

If you’ve been longing for a movie
that’s ‘about something, for gosh
sakes,’ and aren’t a card-carrying
Adam Sandler detractor, then Reign
Over Me just may be for you. Albeit
flawed, just like its engaging charac-
ters, director Mike Binder’s delve
into a friendship revivified, post 9-
11, is two hours spent among honest
emotions.

While ostensibly warmhearted and
anxious to coddle you in the fold of
people who need people, all the same
Binder won’t give with the warm
fuzzies if it means compromising his
script. Just as in real life, there’s an
occasional jagged end, an inconve-
niently delivered truth, an awkward
segue…some for effect, some unin-
tentional.

Happily, what filmic polish Reign
Over Me lacks is often compensated
for by recurring good will. There are
unabashed values here, neatly stitched
into the story’s intelligently woven
tapestry.

Presenting them as cases in point
are Adam Sandler’s Dr. Charlie
Fineman and Don Cheadle’s Dr. Alan
Johnson, dental school roommates
who haven’t seen each other since
back in the day. In the interim, life
happened, and in the process man-
aged to inflict some damage.

Dr. Fineman’s tragedy made the
news. His wife, three little daughters
and even the family dog were aboard
one of the planes the terrorists crashed
into the World Trade Center. In
layman’s terms, he hasn’t been right
since.

He’s given up his practice and
cruises New York City on his scooter
through the night, disconnected from
practically all the mores and folk-
ways he once knew. He buries him-
self in the music of his youth and is
obsessed with one specific video
game. We’d like to think he’s in there
somewhere.

Dramatically counterpoised to re-
flect the severity of Charlie’s pathol-
ogy, as well as point out that his own,
less cataclysmic troubles are distress-
ing just the same, is Don Cheadle’s
Park Avenue dentist. Oh yeah, he’s
got all the trappings: a pretty wife
(Jada Pinkett Smith), the expensive
apartment, and two nice children who
want for none of the Upper East Side
amenities.

So then why is it that he continually
stalks the office lobby in order to
accidentally on purpose run into psy-
chiatrist Dr. Angela Oakhurst (Liv
Tyler), to tangentially, noncommit-
tally seek advise? I.e.—“Uh, Doc, I
have this friend.”

Maybe it would have gone on that
way. But then, spotting Charlie
shooshing the streets one evening
serves as a catalyst, an entrée to his

Reign Over Me:
Benevolent, as a Rule

own blues.
It takes a while to lasso his old

friend, sequestered from reality by
the kaleidoscopic rush of the passing
cityscape and life-muffling ear-
phones, no doubt pumping sounds
from “Quadrophenia.” Yet when he
does, and he sees how deep in dys-
function and illusion Charlie has bur-
ied himself, an epiphany slowly
evolves.

That is, it’s OK to be imperfect, to
be sad, to be disappointed, or even to
be overwhelmed by personal disas-
ter. The thing is, after a while, for the
love of Mike, you’ve got to brush
yourself off and do something about
it. In the words of Andy Dufresne
(Tim Robbins) from The Shawshank
Redemption (1994), “Get busy liv-
ing, or get busy dying.”

Not to say any of this is going to be
simple. Though they’ll soon have us
rooting for them, it will require per-
severance if Alan is to break through
to Charlie. Just as it will take forti-
tude and gumption for Charlie to con-
front his horrible devils.

Metaphorically ironic or not, even
depicting such mental crusades isn’t
easy. Practically an art unto itself,
there’s the Hollywood factor to con-
sider when measuring the incremen-
tal improvement of scratched and
dented souls.

It has to be done within inherently
absurd time constraints, and yet some-
how exacted with reasonable verisi-
militude. Otherwise, it’s just so much
wishful thinking.

Good examples are Dustin
Hoffman’s Oscar turn as the title char-
acter in Rain Man (1988) and Cliff
Robertson’s equally rewarded traverse
across the prism of human intelli-
gence in Charly (1968).

Adam Sandler’s unwavering per-
formance hardly approaches those
pinnacle-reaching portrayals. But
then it’s not chopped liver, either.

Doubtless, his image as a 1980s
reincarnation of Jerry Lewis will color
how some perceive this third plunge
into serious drama. Truth is, if he
were a virtual unknown his portrayal
of Dr. Charlie Fineman would be
receiving the sort of buzz it deserves.

Cheadle is no slouch as well. In a
role just as difficult by virtue of its
subtleties, he supplies the coup de
grace part of the one-two punch their
stellar teaming delivers.

The result is a thinking man’s ver-
sion of the buddy movie, replete with
guys actually talking to guys about
their problems. All of which makes
Reign Over Me a royally rare treat.

* * * *
Reign Over Me, rated R, is a Sony

Pictures Entertainment release di-
rected by Mike Binder and stars Adam
Sandler, Don Cheadle and Jada
Pinkett Smith: Running time: 124
minutes.

WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHT
Egg-citing Leftovers

WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHT

The answer to the question – Which
came first, the chicken or the egg? –
doesn’t really matter once Easter Sun-
day is over. What does matter is what
do you do with all those leftover eggs?

When the project of coloring the
eggs with the kids is over and the Easter
egg hunt is also over, the question re-
mains: How do you put those dozens of
hard-boiled eggs to good use?

You could skip the whole thing and
just take your children, ages 7 and
younger, over to Mindowaskin Park
on Saturday at 1 p.m. for the Lion’s
Club-sponsored annual egg hunt,
where they will also have an opportu-
nity to meet with the Easter Bunny
and have their picture taken with him.

But most parents will probably opt
to still host their own family hunt on
Sunday, and thus be left looking at
lots of eggs on Monday.

One way to use up the eggs is to add
a hard-boiled egg to tuna fish salad or
salmon salad. Just mash in one egg
per can. Slice eggs into mixed green
salads before adding the dressing.
These ideas won’t make much of a
dent in your egg collection, but the
following recipes should help allevi-
ate the problem of disposing of the
excess eggs in an acceptable and an
enjoyable way.

DEVILED EGGS
INGREDIENTS

1 dozen hard-boiled eggs
5 to 6 tablespoons mayonnaise
¼ teaspoon salt
2 teaspoon Dijon mustard
Garnish: fresh chopped chives or freeze-dried
chives

PROCEDURE

Slice the eggs in half, lengthwise and scoop
out the yolks.  Put the yolks in a bowl and finely
mash them with a food chopper.  Add the
mayonnaise, salt and mustard.  Blend until
smooth.  Spoon into the cup of the eggs and
sprinkle with chives.

EGG SALAD CLUB
SANDWICH

INGREDIENTS
3 slices thick sliced bread, lightly toasted
1 teaspoon mustard
1 leaf of leafy lettuce such as bib lettuce or
romaine
6 to 8 slices salami
2 tablespoons egg salad

PROCEDURE
Assemble sandwich by spreading mustard

on a piece of the lightly toasted bread.  Lay on
the lettuce and salami and top with the second
piece of lightly toasted bread.  Spread with egg
salad and top with the remaining slice of toast.

EGG SALAD
*Note:  The key to making deli-

cious egg salad is to finely chop the
egg as fine as possible.  Do this with

a hand-held food chopper.  Food chop-
pers are generally sold at kitchen
stores.  Adding the right amount of
salt and finely dicing the onion also
contribute to the wonderful outcome
of this dish

INGREDIENTS
1 dozen hard-boiled eggs
6 to 7 tablespoons mayonnaise
2 tablespoons onion, finely diced
½ teaspoon salt
Dash of pepper

PROCEDURE
Finely mash the eggs with a chopper.  Add

the mayonnaise and blend until smooth.  Mix
in the onion, salt and pepper and blend.

Poet Susanna Rich Reads
At Fanwood Carriage House

‘I find writing to Be a Momentary
Stay Against Confusion and Loss’
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – Susanna Rich, an
esteemed professor of English at Kean
University and the founder, producer
and host of Kean’s online radio pro-
gram, “Poets on Air,” was the guest
poet at the Carriage House Poetry
Series (CHPS) March poetry reading.

The daughter of Hungarian immi-
grants, she was born just a year after they
arrived in the United States, Ms. Rich
became aware of language at an early
age. Her father’s profession as a news
editor fueled her love of expression.

“I wrote my first poem when I was
9 years old and a student at St. Nicho-
las School in Passaic,” said the poet,
who now lives in Blairstown.

Her artistry was also influenced in
large part by her grandmother, whom
she called Mamcsi, and who helped
raise her.

“She self-published from memory
a book of Hungarian songs complete
with music and words,” explained
Ms. Rich. “Not only was she an influ-
ence, she was an inspiration to me.”

Memories of Mamcsi echoed
throughout the poems she read at
CHPS. “The Buck,” spoke of
Mamcsi’s perpetual presence, while
“Grandmother’s Sausages” recollects
kitchen conversations Ms. Rich shared
with her grandmother.

Two of the many poems read by Ms.
Rich, “Signaling No One in the Dark,”
and “Walking Holly Down a Wooded
Lane” speak to self-realization and the
opening of oneself to possibilities.

“I find writing to be a momentary
stay against confusion and loss,” she
explained.

Ms. Rich’s writing crosses the spec-
trum genre. In addition to writing
poetry, she is the author of many short
stories and essays.

She was awarded the first joint
Fulbright and Collegium Budapest Fel-
lowships in Creative Writing to com-
plete “Still Hungary: A Memoir,” and
her essay, “Lullaby: A Cradle Song,”
was awarded first prize by Fugue, a
literary journal published by the Uni-
versity of Idaho. It is listed as a Notable
Essay in “Best American Essays: 2004.”

Ms. Rich is also the author of a
textbook, “The Flexible Writer,” now
in its fourth edition from Longman/
Allyn and Bacon.

“My writing is constantly bridging
genres,” she continued.

Her poetry has appeared in English
Journal, The Evansville Review, Femi-
nist Studies, The Journal of New Jer-
sey Poets, Kaliope, Nimrod, The Pater-
son Literary Review, Phoebe, Porcu-
pine, Rio Grande Review, Tiferet,
Willow Review and Zone 3.

With more than 50 publication ac-
ceptances, Ms. Rich finds readings to
be mutually energizing for both the
reader and the audience.

“CHPS is an extraordinarily excit-
ing venue. It was a very profound
experience to be invited to do a read-
ing,” she reflected afterwards.

“I am very grateful to Adele Kenny
[the founder of CHPS] for her ex-
traordinary poetry, and for her sup-
port of me and other poets. She truly
is an inspiration and a blessing to our
community.”

For more information about Ms. Rich’s
program, “Poets on Air,” log onto
kean.edu/~kuradio/poetsonair.html

THE FLEXIBLE WRITER...Kean University English Professor Susanna Rich
appeared as the guest poet at the Carriage House Poetry Series March poetry reading.

Deviled Eggs

Egg Salad Club Sandwich

Egg Salad

Art Show at Dunn Gallery
To Benefit Education Fund

WESTFIELD — Evalyn Dunn’s
Gallery, located in Westfield, will be
debuting “The Essence of Light,” a
new exhibit of oil paintings by Cana-
dian seascape and landscape artist Ron
Hedrick at a reception with the artist in
attendance on Saturday, April 21, from
4 to 8 p.m. A preview to benefit the
Westfield Education Fund will be held
on Friday, April 20, from 4 to 8 p.m.

A native of Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia, Hedrick began studying paint-
ing at the age of 24 under the direction
of noted Canadian-landscape painter
Karl Wood. He attended the Ron Lukas
School of Art in Ballard, Washington,
where he learned to incorporate the
elements of contrast into his art by
painting in black and white.

His current work is infused with
light – primarily sunlight – which
reflects the color that is an integral
component of his oils. Primarily a

painter of beach scenes, Mr. Hedrick’s
seascapes, landscapes and still-life’s
are influenced by French and Rus-
sian Impressionist painters, and typi-
cally include women and children
poised against sea, sand, and surf. He
prefers to paint from life.

Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery will also be
showing the work of Mr. Hedrick’s
daughter, Jessica. Ms. Hedrick has
studied under the distinguished Ca-
nadian artist, Gordon Applebee Smith,
Bruce Paschak and Paul Chizik. Her
work is inspired by the French, Rus-
sian, and American Impressionists.

Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery, a represen-
tative of Mr. Hedrick’s art since 1999,
is located at 549 South Avenue West.
For more information about Ron and
Jessica Hedrick’s work, the reception
or preview, contact Jacie Civins, gal-
lery owner, at (908) 232-0412 or
Info@EvalynDunnsGallery.com.

May 5 Notable Homes Tour
Features Tudor Cottage

WESTFIELD – A Stoneleigh Park
Tudor cottage is one of the special
homes to appear on the May 5 Tour of
Notable Homes to be given by The
Friends of Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra (WSO) according to Siobhan
Davey, co-chairman of the endeavor.

“This home is so
charming it must
be seen to be ap-
preciated. The
owners have made
superb renova-
tions while still
maintaining the
character of this
unique structure,”
Mrs. Davey said.

Mrs. Davey said
tour participants
would be espe-
cially interested in seeing the newly
enlarged kitchen with fireplace, oak
flooring and an unusual burnt orange
tile backsplash.

The room contains a fireplace, eat-
in area and cozy sitting space over-
looking a rustic patio with stacked
stonewall. Other features of the home,
according to Mrs. Davey, include the
living room, which showcases luxu-
rious fabrics and textures, out-of-the-

ordinary artwork, collectibles and an-
tiques.

The tour is a popular Westfield event
given each year to help support the
programs of Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra. Five Westfield homes will be
open to the public.

Included on the
tour will be musi-
cal entertainment,
the popular sale of
Mother’s Day
plants and refresh-
ments.

Tickets for the
Tour of Notable
Homes go on sale
on April 7 at $25 if
purchased prior to
May 5 when the
price will be $30.

In Westfield, ticket outlets include The
WSO office, Poppyfields, The Town
Bank locations, Baron’s Drugs, The
Town Book Store, Coldwell Banker
Realtors, Burgdorff Realtors and
Weichert Realtors.

In Mountainside, tickets are avail-
able at Christoffer’s Florist. Irma’s
Hallmark will have tickets available
in Fanwood and Martin Jeweler’s will
sell tickets in Cranford.

A Stoneleigh Park
Tudor Cottage

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Remember when you were a kid
and the word “basket” was synony-
mous with Easter chocolates and
jellybeans instead of empty carbs
and calories? Back then, the tough-
est decision was whether to nibble a
marshmallow chick first or go straight
for the bunny ears…

Nowadays, I’m much more enthralled
with the non-holiday variety of baskets
and deciding where else in my home to
employ these attractive and functional
accessories next. The best news is that
compared to their Easter counterparts,
these baskets are a completely fat-free,
healthy alternative.

This time of year, stores are
chockfull of baskets in as many
shapes, sizes, colors and configura-
tions as there are uses for them.

You can choose ones that have di-
viders that sort, lids that conceal, and
fabric liners that can be integrated into
your décor. Some manufacturers also
make plastic protective trays that can
be removed for cleaning.

“My motto is, if I feel there’s an
area of the house that needs organiza-
tion, I put a basket there,” says
Madeline Gerris of Westfield. Ms.
Gerris is an Independent Longaberger
Basket Branch Leader who has sold
baskets since 1999.

Beginning in the entryway, Ms.
Gerris recommends keeping a small
basket for keys and sunglasses. If
you choose one with a handle, you
can hang it right on the doorknob.

She says a nearby basket for winter
gloves and hats can alternately house
flip-flops and baseball caps in sum-
mer. Also handy are baskets to sort
school papers and mail. A basket at
the bottom of the stairs can hold items
that have made their way down before
you have time to bring them back up
to their respective places.

In the kitchen, baskets can help con-
trol countertop clutter, file recipe cards,
and organize drawers and cabinets. You
can keep a big basket handy to store
newspapers that pile up for recycling.

Ms. Gerris advises using baskets
for entertaining.

“Most of the serving pieces you
receive as gifts when you get mar-
ried are too dressy looking,” she says.
“Baskets look so much better for
casual serving.”

One of my personal favorites is a
breadbasket, which has a separate
brick that can be heated in the oven
and safely tucked under a special
liner to keep breads and rolls warm.
Also indispensable are my baskets
that have a center bowl for dips and
space for crackers, veggies or chips
to surround it.

A Tisket, a Tasket,
So Many Uses for Baskets
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During warm weather, Ms. Gerris
additionally utilizes baskets to tote table-
ware, napkins and utensils outside.

She recommends baskets in the bath-
room to hold tissue boxes, guest soaps,
spare rolls of toilet tissue or to keep air
fresheners and wipes out of sight.

In the family room, I utilize bas-
kets for remote controls, coasters,
CDs, toys, catalogs, magazines and
small children’s books. I keep one by
the fireplace for kindling or display-
ing seasonal items such as pinecones
or gourds.

Some manufacturers make coffee
tables, racks or wall units that are
specifically designed to fit baskets.
Try aligning rows of identical bas-
kets on an existing bookshelf or along
a wall for a unified look.

Ms. Gerris suggests a large basket
beside the couch for blankets and
throws.

 “When it comes to my office, I’d
be lost without my baskets,” Ms.
Gerris says. “I use a file basket for
hanging file folders instead of an
ugly metal cabinet and a desktop
organizer basket with wood dividers
for other office supplies.”

In a baby’s room, a divided basket
can organize diaper-changing supplies.
I even let my infant nap in her own
special basket…. the “Moses” kind
complete with a safety-approved mat-
tress. I love that I can move it from
room to room to keep her close by.

For older children, baskets are in-
valuable for the myriad of toys and
sports gear that seem to breed and
multiply around the house.

“I use large ones in place of toy
boxes and small ones with dividers
to keep little pieces organized,” Ms.
Gerris says. “My kids use baskets to
hold their collections.”

Basket trays are great for little girls’
hair accessories and can be kept on
display or tucked into a drawer.

And you’re much more likely to
have children help put belongings
away if all they have to do is toss them
in an open basket. Opening and clos-
ing toy boxes or clothes hamper lids
apparently takes too much effort.

 Which reminds me…. It’s time to
put my least favorite yet most often-
used basket to work again. If only
they could invent a laundry basket
that brought itself up and down the
stairs five times a day…

For more information on
Longaberger baskets, protectors, di-
viders or liners, Ms. Gerris can be
reached at longaberger.com/
madelinegerris.

Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.


