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RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker 

Spacious and pristine four bedroom Colonial home nestled in the heart of Wychwood.  This fine home boasts a formal 
Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace, Eat-in Kitchen with adjacent Family Room with built-ins, hardwood floors, 
extensive moldings, central air, new windows, master bedroom suite with full bath, attached garage, finished Recreation 

Room, office & more!                  Offered for $879,000 

WYCHWOOD COLONIAL WITH FAMILY ROOM

PRISTINE COLONIAL ON THE BOULEVARD

Spacious Colonial home on a tree lined Westfield street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & 
Living Room w/gas fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air & furnace, new windows, master 

Bedroom w/new full bath & a spacious deck overlooking fenced and manicured grounds.         Offered for $799,000

This impeccable home that exudes quality is nestled in a quiet Westfield neighborhood.  This fine home offers a formal 
Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, 1st floor Office & Family Room, new gourmet eat-in Kitchen, patio, 
hardwood floors, arched doorways, leaded glass windows, central air, master bedroom with private bath, all new 
windows, new baths, new roof & more.                                                                                           Offered for $879,000

EXTENSIVELY RENOVATED ENGLSIH COLONIAL

SPRAWLING HENRY WEST WYCHWOOD GEM
Elegant & spacious 10 room Henry West Colonial. The charm is abundant as this fine home graciously sprawls across 
its property located in one of Westfield’s most desirable neighborhoods.  Displaying quality craftsmanship & classic 
décor, this Wychwood gem is close to Echo Lake.  The two fireplaces, plentiful living space, hardwood floors and sunlit 

rooms are only a few of the captivating features that this premier residence has to offer.         Offered for $1,250,000 

SPACIOUS SPLIT WITH FIRST FLOOR FAMILY ROOM

Spacious and pristine home offering ideal floor plan on a quiet tree lined street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-
filled first floor Family Room with built-ins, new Kitchen with granite, Dining Room and Living Room with wood 
burning fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, central air, new bathrooms, new windows and a new patio. 

                                                                                                                                   Offered for $575,000 

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Husband Lacks Sensitivity
To Wife’s Weight Struggle

An Angry Wife Writes: Your recent
column, concerning a “Freudian slip”
made by a daughter to her mother,
reminded me of a recent incident with
my husband. He has always nagged
me about my weight. First, he encour-
aged me to go on a diet. Then, when I
started overeating again, he became
angry and told me I was too lazy and
didn’t look attractive. I’ve begun to
work with a nutritionist, but I’m aware
it will take time, and it’s not easy.

Last week, he started name calling,
and in a fit of rage, he started to say
“obese,” but, instead, he said I was
“obeast.” I cried; first he apologized
and then admitted I was very unattrac-
tive. I’m ready to hit him in the head.
I know there are healthier options,
right?

Answer: You bet, and one is not
physical violence. It appears he went
from a supportive role to an emotion-
ally abusive one. He may feel impa-
tient, but he must recognize that losing
weight, which has been an ongoing
problem for you, is not easy, and is a

difficult process. The worst thing he
can do is to make you feel ugly/inad-
equate. Name-calling is totally unac-
ceptable and is very destructive. Tell
him to shut his mouth and say nothing
if he cannot say anything supportive.
And continue to work with the nutri-
tionist. I know you will feel better, and
healthier, when you lose the weight,
which has plagued you your entire life.

Overweight issues start early and
need to be addressed during the for-
mative years in terms of eating pat-
terns, parental attitudes, conditioning,
etc. Pediatric (child) obesity has be-
come one of the major problems in our
society. Good luck and stay focused.

A Critical Reader Writes: You fre-
quently comment that you do not watch
TV shows because they show too much
violence and disrespect in relationships.
True? Aren’t you too tough on TV?

Answer: Your comment about
watching TV is incorrect. My talks
about relationships focus on the TV
situation comedies (today), in which
couples are constantly demeaning,
insulting and name calling – all in the
name of humor. Family members are
displayed as hostile and combative
individuals, all involved in power
struggles and a need to control.

I felt more comfortable years ago
watching couples (and individuals liv-
ing together) who truly doted on each
other. They may have fought verbally
and bantered (one such marital show
was called “The Bickersons”); today’s
couples mock each other. Of this, I
disapprove.

An Agitated Woman Writes: I am
sure that if you were abused as a child,
it becomes very difficult to trust most
people when you get older. I have had
this problem all my life, since my
older brothers sexually and emotion-
ally abused me when I was a pre-teen.
I’ve kept at a distance with all men and
never wanted to get close to someone
or form a relationship.

I met a very nice co-worker who
wants to date me. He is very sincere
and thoughtful, but I am afraid he will
hurt me. I do want to go out on a date
with him, but...! Please advise me how
to learn to trust someone.

Answer: I am so sorry to hear about
your abuse and the defenses you set up
to prevent further hurt and pain. I have
two bits of advice. First, see a thera-
pist. If you have already, see someone
again, who will help you further re-
solve these issues of abuse and fear.
Secondly, try to remember that all
men are not like your brothers. This
co-worker has to be judged for him-
self. Gently, go out with him, for din-
ner or for an afternoon stroll. Get to
know him and let him get to know you.

Continue to clarify if he is kind,
understanding. Go slowly. Don’t do or
say anything you don’t want to. Therapy
will help you better understand your
feelings, lower your defenses and sup-
port you in this or any new relationship.
The process is slow frequently; be pa-
tient. The immediate and long-term
results will be wonderful and fulfilling,
enabling you to function more com-
fortably. My best wishes to you.

County Watchdog Group Complains
About Party Expenses to Mayors

The Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion sent the following letter all elected
municipal officials in Union County. It was
labeled “Something to chew on while you’re
struggling to manage your budgets.”

Dear Honorable Mayor and Council
Members: On December 22, 2006, the
Friday before Christmas, a staff meeting
was held for county juvenile detention
center employees. The tax-payers of
Union County treated 45 members of the
staff to a buffet catered by Costa’s
Ristorante at a cost of $930. The staff
enjoyed two trays each of flounder
francese, stuffed shells, chicken parmesan,
sausage and peppers, one tray of lunch
meat and cheese, six bottles of soda, and
for desert they had 45 mini-pastries.

What is most important to note about this
$930 catering bill is that the voucher wasn’t
processed until two months after the meet-
ing. It was dated February 28, 2007 and
marked in the check registry as “food for
meeting” without mentioning the date of
the meeting. Gee, I wonder if they were
trying to hide the fact that they had a Christ-
mas party at taxpayers expense?

The county caters meetings all the time.
A typical voucher in the check registry
will read “Hershey’s Subs and Deli “Food
provided to Employees” $283.93.” No
date, no explanation. A citizen would
have to place an Open Public Records Act
request to get details. Given this two-
month-old catering bill, can the public
believe that this was the only taxpayer-
funded Christmas party?

Why would the dentition center em-
ployees get a Christmas party and not the
guards? How about the prosecutor’s of-
fice, sheriff’s office, county police, county
clerk, county manager, parks and recre-
ation, etc.? Other vouchers must be clev-
erly hidden throughout the check regis-
try. And then there’s that petty cash that I
can’t seem to get an accounting of.

One Christmas party is bad enough, but
we assume that there are dozens more. To
note other interesting food vouchers that
turned up in 2006: Freeholder Proctor’s
$49-room service breakfast while staying
at the Hyatt Regency in Virgina; a staff
meeting at a restaurant in Berkeley Heights
before a press conference to lure the Jets to
the county manager’s wife’s employer for
$286.63; Dara’s Catering of $1,715 for
100 for breakfast, snack and lunch for the
employee golf tournament on May 13,
2006; and catering of freeholder meetings.
In 2006, taxpayers picked up a $10,510.83
tab for 27 freeholder meeting refreshments.

There were 35 freeholder meetings
scheduled for 2006. Seven bills are unac-
counted for. There is not one payment to
a food bank in the check registry, but
there was a voucher on February 28, 2007
for Napoli Deli “Food for Homeless Cli-
ents” of $210. The juveniles in detention
were also treated to a Christmas party of
sorts on December 20, 2006 with $375.85
worth of pizza.

It’s comforting to know that the county
does throw the poor and imprisoned a
slice of pizza once in a while. The cater-
ing bill for the MusicFest, where over 300
people attended the freeholders’ VIP tent,
was never provided, despite an OPRA
(Open Public Records Act) request and
inquires made during public comment at
freeholder meetings.

The bill for the VIP tent alcohol hasn’t
been provided to date either. For anyone
who thinks this is trivial, imagine your
own town council doing the same thing. It
is long past due for all good elected men
and women, no matter what your party
affiliation, to come to the aid of their
beleaguered tax-burdened residents and
demand accountability from a county
government that is clearly out of control.

Tina Renna, President
UC Watchdog Assoc.

Factoid – Where is
Rahway Prison?

Many people are confused about
the location of Rahway Prison. Google
says Rahway Prison is in Rahway. The
New Jersey Department of Correc-
tions provides the address as: East
Jersey State Prison, Lock Bag R,
Rahway, New Jersey 07065,
Middlesex County, Tel. (732) 499-
5010. The prison population, as of
August 1, 2006 is 1,922.

However, Rahway is in Union
County, not Middlesex.

Seeking driving directions to the
prison on the State website yields the
following address: East Jersey State
Prison, U.S. Route 1 at Rahway Av-
enue, Woodbridge, New Jersey.

Performing a reverse telephone
lookup, one is told that the phone
number is in Avenel.

Wikipedia points out that Avenel is an
unincorporated area within Woodbridge
Township in Middlesex County.

A New Jersey highway map of
Middlesex County shows the location
of East Jersey State Prison (Rahway
Prison) clearly to be in Avenel,
Woodbridge, Middlesex County;
granted, it  is very close to Carteret and
to the border of Rahway in Union
County. The Rahway River delineates
the border between Rahway and
Woodbridge. Where is Carteret?

Another Letter to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

What A Gal! 
Victoria just listed this wonderful Colonial in Mountainside. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four bedrooms, two and a half baths, sunken family room with fireplace and French 
doors to a sun room with vaulted ceiling accent the interior. Everything has been 
remodeled or upgraded. Newer kitchen, new master bath, new furnace, new windows & 
doors plus a finished basement. Tiered Trex deck and a park-like yard. What more could 

you ask for… 
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