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FOUR SENIORS NAMED AS BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Track Boys Must
Adjust to the Varsity Level

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This season, the Westfield High
School boys’ track and field team will
look to build and strengthen their
overall track and field crews, as there
seems to be questions with general
varsity experience but not with win-
ning experience.

The Blue Devils graduated several
outstanding field and distance ath-
letes, including All-State distance
runner Jeff Perrella, long jumper
Marcus Graham Allen, hurdler Tyler
Maccubbin and Rich Scialabba. Last
year the Blue Devils Track/Field team
grabbed seventh place at the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 meet in
South Plainfield where Perrella took
top honors in the 1,600-meter and
3,200-meter races. He earned all of
the team’s points by winning the 1,600
and the 3,200 at the Group 4 champi-
onships in Egg Harbor and finished
third in the 3,200 in the Meet of
Champions in a WHS record time of
9:08.16. He was selected second team
All-State, First Team All-Group 4
and First Team All-UC in the 3,200.

“We are returning a solid group of
juniors, some sophomores who are
pretty strong, including junior Mark

Reimlinger, sophomore Andrew Ford
plus winter track veteran senior Kevin
O’Rourke who is pretty good in the
3,200 meter,” said Blue Devil boys
Head Coach Jack Martin. “We al-
ways try to build from one year to the
next. I don’t like to look backwards.
It’s nice to have members like Allen,
Maccubbin, Scialabba and Jeffrey
who had a great high school career
and is looking towards having a great
career at William and Mary. They
were great leaders and great competi-
tors. The good thing is that we have a
lot of young kids, too many to men-
tion, who are coming on.”

This year the Blue Devils feature
middle distance runner Alex
Forstenhausler, Connor Davis plus
sprinter junior Craig Cognetti, who
also will compete in the 400-interme-
diate hurdles and figures to have a
standout season. A very welcome
addition in the sprints is sophomore
football player Riccardo Johnson who
is, “pretty fast,” and sophomore Todd
Saunders who had some pretty good
55’ times in the wintertime, accord-
ing to Martin.

“Overall, we’re pretty good. It’s
just a question how we mature and
come around as the season

progresses.”
Looking at the field crews, the Blue

Devils seem to be rather healthy with
returning long jumper junior Malcolm
Allen, who placed fifth in the Group
4 Track/Field championships, high
jumper Adam Bergo, who placed sixth
at 5’10” in the Group 4 champion-
ships and cleared 6’4” in the winter-
time, along with Mike Matthews who
also figures to finish strong in the
high jump event.

Westfield looks to be competitive in
the pole vault, shot put and discuss
events. Senior Erik Brandman heads
up the pole vault contingent. He cleared
12’6” and qualified for the states along
with Mike Porch who is a 12’ jumper.
All eyes will be on senior Erik Ander-
son in the shot put and discus events.
He hovered around 48 feet in the shot
put in the wintertime and should have
a good look at 50 feet, according to
Martin. In the discus he was around
130’ last spring and will be joined by
senior Kyle Gibbons. Junior Brandon
Heroux, who placed high in the
Watchung Conference, returns to the
javelin event.

The Blue Devils open the season
against Irvington on April 3 at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT LEADERS, GREAT COMPETITORS…Blue Devil senior Quad-Captains, shown left to right: Erik
Andersen, discus and shot put, Alex Forstenhausler, middle distance runner, and Erik Brandman, pole vaulter,
expect to have a pretty good season. Not in picture is Brent Souders due to injury.

ADAMS, JONES, ROSSI TO REAP POINTS IN SHOT PUT

Lady Raider Tracksters Look
To Get Things Together Again

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Repeating as Watchung Conference
(WC), Union County relay and Union
County (UC) individual champions
is a strong possibility for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
track team this season. The Raider
girls, who graduated just one athlete,
have added a talented group of fresh-
men who should blend well with the
returning veterans.

“Meaghan Kelly (anchored the

winning UC 4x400 team) was the
only one who graduated but we have
the core back. We will be strong in a
bunch of places,” said Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel. “We have more
people who can win events and place
high this year. Last year in the coun-
ties, we had to pull out some furious
finishes.”

A very strong core comes in the
field events, especially the shot put
where UC indoor track champ senior
Lauryn Adams, along with juniors

Carlaya Jones and Erin Rossi are ex-
pected to reap a heap of team points.
The same trio, who will also compete
in the discus, promise to compile a
significant amount of team points.
Rossi and junior Alex Fragna will
toss the javelin. Rossi, who cleared
8’6” to place third in the pole vault at
the North Jersey, Group 3 sectional
meet last year, is expected to compete
again in the event.

“We won the girls indoor county
and Group 3 shot relay. We could

have three girls over 40 feet,” noted
Koegel. “The discus will be good too.
We should have three girls over 100
feet. Jav(velin), we need to find a
third person but we will do well there.”

With the talent of sophomore Alison
Acevedo and freshmen Sarah Canfield
and Allie Prestridge, the Raiders could
be solid in the triple jump. Canfield
will also compete in the long jump,
hurdles and high jump and Acevedo
is expected to compete in the hurdles.

“That (triple jump) is one of Rich’s
(boys coach Rich McGriff) things in
college. He knows his stuff there,”
commented Koegel. “We have a lot of
young girls who, I think, will contrib-
ute. Canfield is a big one right away.
Rich is thinking that she’s probably

All-Union County
Girls Basketball:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Allie Zazzali was
named All-Union County (UC)
First Team and UC Player of the
Year in girls basketball by The
Star-Ledger and Westfield High
School junior Erin Miller was also
named to the All-UC First Team.
Additionally, Zazzali was named
to the All-Group 3 Second Team.

The Raiders, winners of the
Union County Tournament, were
named All-UC Team of the Year.
Raider Jackie Law and Union
Catholic Viking Aerielle Belk were
named to the All-UC Third Team.

www.goleader.com

All-Union County
Boys Basketball:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior Bryan Dougher was
named to The Star-Ledger All-Group
3 First Team and the All-Union
County (UC) Second Team and
Westfield High School senior Mike
Venezia was named to the All-UC
Second Team in boys basketball.

Blue Devil Tony DiIorio and
Raider Reggie Solomon were named
to the UC All-Sophomore Second
Team and Blue Devil Mike Lessner
was named to the Third Team. CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDING MORE THAN JUST NICKELS AND DIMES…Last year, the Raider girls had to nickel and dime their way to
the Union County title but this season they also expect to cash in on some or their new additions.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Cranford Scotch Plains

Westfield Fanwood

Charming 5 bedroom, 2 bath colonial with lovely vintage
details.  Living room fireplace, formal dining room, eat-in
kitchen.  WSF0095

Spectacular vintage colonial.  4 bedrooms, chestnut trim,
leaded & stained glass, in-laid oak floors, newer kitchen &
more.  WSF0211

1920’s colonial.  Wonderful woodwork, hardwood floors,
fireplace, formal dining room w/built-ins, den, renovated
kitchen.  WSF0227

Spectacular 11 room colonial to be built by Buontempo
Homes.  5 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2-story family room, huge
kitchen.  WSF0155

Charming colonial cape.  3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, hard-
wood floors, office in basement with private entrance.  Near
train.  WSF0056

Cranford

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$595,000 $595,000 $709,900

$1,795,000 $499,000Westfield
Golfer’s dream.  Impressive 4 bedroom, 4 bath colonial
on the 15th green of Echo Lake Country Club.  3 fire-
places, 3-car garage. WSF00860

$2,795,000


