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Blue Devils Seize Opportunity
In 10-0 Win Over Cardinals

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Boys Cagers Ranked No. 35
In N.J. By ‘Freeman Ratings’

In keeping with the Den’s policy of
providing its readers with informa-
tion they either can’t get elsewhere or
(more likely) have less time to waste
tracking it down, we present the 2006-
07 “Freeman Ratings” for football,
boys basketball and girls basketball.
The “Freeman Ratings” are the prod-
uct of Ned Freeman, who has been
compiling these rankings for over 25
years, most recently for calpreps.com.

According to these rankings —
which have a computer-calculated
number for every team in the country
for these sports based on won-loss
record, strength of schedule and op-
ponents’ won-loss record, among
other things — the WHS boys basket-
ball team was ranked No. 35 out of
424 teams in New Jersey, the girls
hoopsters were No. 72 (of 424) and
the football team was No. 102 out of
344 teams. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
was ranked Nos. 65, 60 and 158,
respectively.

Here are the state rankings of the
Watchung Conference teams in each
sport, with the total number of teams
in the state in parenthesis, and the
team’s point total:

BOYS BASKETBALL (424): 4.
Linden 31.7, 6. Plainfield 27.8, 10.
Elizabeth 25.5, 12. East Side 22.7,
17. Irvington 21.0, 35. WHS 16.3, 65.
SP-F 13.2, 73. Shabazz 12.3, 122.
Union 8.3, 230. Kearny 0.6.

The No. 1 team in the country was
Artesia of Lakewood, Calif., with a
41.8 rating. No. 1 in New Jersey, and
No. 6 nationally, was St. Patrick of
Elizabeth at 39.9.

WHS was ranked just behind Tren-
ton and just ahead of Immaculata and
Neptune.

GIRLS BASKETBALL (424): 1.
Shabazz 38.5, 60. SP-F 16.5, 72. WHS
15.0, 103. Linden 11.3, 104. Eliza-
beth 11.2, 125. Irvington 8.5, 141.
Union 7.0, 145. Kearny 6.9, 176.
Plainfield 4.0, 331. East Side -10.2.

The No. 1 team in the country was
Collins Hill of Suwanee, Ga., with a
54.5 rating. No. 1 in New Jersey, and
No. 66 nationally, was Shabazz.

FOOTBALL (344): 5. Elizabeth
39.5, 36. Irvington 25.4, 61. Linden
21.0, 65. Union 20.7, 102. WHS 14.3,
143. Cranford 8.0, 158. SP-F 5.7,
221. Plainfield -0.3, 250. Shabazz -
5.1, 252. Kearny -5.5, 312. East Side
-16.6.

Other Union County teams: 19.
Brearley 31.3, 76. A.L. Johnson 18.6,
87. Rahway 16.6, 109. Governor
Livingston 13.8, 137. New Providence
9.5, 217. Hillside -0.1, 233. Roselle
Park -2.5, 275. Roselle -9.6, 289.
Summit -12.0, 339. Dayton -33.6.

Wondering how the Den’s two

adopted teams did? The Massillon
Tigers were rated No. 44 in Ohio with
a 31.0 rating, and the Neshaminy
Redskins were No. 73 in Pennsylva-
nia with a 26.8 rating.

The No. 1 team in the country was
Southlake Carroll of Texas with a
65.3 rating. No. 1 in New Jersey, and
No. 15 nationally, was Don Bosco
Prep at 54.4.

For complete lists of every team in
the entire country in those sports —
baseball, softball and volleyball are
to be added during the 2007-08 sea-
son — go to www.calpreps.com.

THIS AND THAT
Picked up “The Ultimate High

School B-Ball Mag” the other day,
Punks ’06-07, or P-2, and if that’s
how the future looks, I’m glad I’ll be
missing it. There are 28 portrait shots
of some of the “top ballers” in the
country, and 27 of them show young
men with folded arms, and faces with
snarls or sneers; only one, Georgia
Tech-bound Gani Lawal, of Norcross,
Ga., has a smile. There are five team
group shots, and just a handful of
smiling faces among the dozens of
players. At least nobody was pictured
with a sideways baseball cap.

The boys tennis team was sched-
uled to face J.P. Stevens on Tuesday
and Ridge yesterday. If either was
rained out, or (less likely) a loss, this
morning’s 11 o’clock match with
Holmdel at Tamaques Park could be
when George Kapner earns his 800th
coaching victory at WHS.

Two of the biggest games for the
April portion of the WHS baseball
season will occur in the next 96 hours.
It starts Saturday, when Cranford
comes to town for an 11 a.m. game,
and continues Monday, when the
Brew Crew travels to Scotch Plains
for a 4 p.m. game.

The boys lacrosse team, which
opened yesterday at Vernon, will find
out in the next 72 hours just where it
stands, after traveling to Bernards
Township today to face Pingry at 4
p.m., then hosting usually rugged
Montclair Saturday, 11 a.m., at Kehler
Stadium.

IN GOOD COMPANY
Among the famous alumni of

Colgate University, the Division 1-
AA school in Hamilton, N.Y., where
WHS basketballer Mike Venezia will
be playing the next four years, are:

Charles Addams (WHS, ’29), a leg-
endary cartoonist. His most famous
cartoon eventually became famous as
The Addams Family show on televi-
sion. You remember Gomez, Morticia,
Pugsley, Wednesday, Uncle Fester,
Grandmama, their faithful butler, Lurch,
along with Thing and Cousin Itt.

Mike Milbury, former NHL
defenseman and former coach/GM
of the New York Islanders.

Adonal Foyle, NBA basketballer.
Mark van Eaghen, former NFL run-

ning back with Oakland Raiders.
Ernie Vandeweghe and Carl Braun,

former New York Knicks stars of the
late 1940s and early ’50s.

Adam Clayton Powell, former N.Y.
congressman.

Andy Rooney, of “60 Minutes”
fame on TV.

O’BRIEN A GOPHER
Apparently football, basketball and

wrestling aren’t the only sports that
are taken very seriously in the Big
Ten Conference. A quick glance at
the Top Ten rankings in men’s gym-
nastics shows five of the teams — No.
1 Ohio State, No. 2 Michigan, No. 5
Penn State, No. 6 Minnesota and No.
7 Illinois — are members of the ill-
named league. (Why isn’t it the Big
Eleven Conference?)

And part of Minnesota’s terrific
freshman class this year is Tom
O’Brien, a WHS Class of 2006 gradu-
ate. Tom is the older brother of cur-
rent WHS junior soccer player Greg
O’Brien, and the son of Donna Quinn
and Dan O’Brien.

Tom placed second in the all around
competition at the New Jersey State
Championships in 2004 and ’05 and
qualified for the Junior Olympic Na-
tional Championships six times,
where he placed ninth on the pommel
horse and 11th on the parallel bars as
a senior.

A four-year honor roll student and
three time Academic All-America at
WHS, the 19-year-old is a pre-med
major. O’Brien and his team hosted
the Big Ten championships last week-
end and will be competing at the
NCAA championships, April 12-13,
at Penn State.

MUSICAL MEMORIES
Music, it’s been said many times, is

the soundtrack of your life. And the
most memorable parts of that
soundtrack tends to come from your
adolescent days, primarily your high
school days. For some of us, those
high school days were what are now
mostly recalled by the old “Happy
Days” television show and movies
like “American Graffiti” and “Ani-
mal House.”

But what was the music of my
senior year at WHS? Looking it up in
Billboard’s “Book of Top 40 Hits,”
here (sometimes sadly) is a chrono-
logical list of the No. 1 songs from
September 1962 to June 1963:

Sheila, Tommy Roe; Sherry, 4 Sea-
sons; Monster Mash, Bobby (Boris)
Pickett; He’s a Rebel, Crystals; Big

Girls Don’t Cry, 4 Seasons; Telstar,
Tornadoes; Go Away Little Girl, Steve
Lawrence; Walk Right In, Rooftop
Singers; Hey Paul, Paul and Paula;
Walk Like a Man, 4 Seasons; Our
Day Will Come, Ruby and the Ro-
mantics; He’s So Fine, Chiffons; I
Will Follow Him, Little Peggy March;
If You Wanna Be Happy, Jimmy Soul;
It’s My Party, Lesley Gore; Sukiyaki,
Kyu Sakamoto.

Oh, the final No. 1 song of the year
was Dominique by (are you sitting
down?) the Singing Nun.

DRISCOLL HONORED
Former WHS swimmer Chris

Driscoll was named Union County
Girls Swimming Coach of the Year
by The Star-Ledger after leading New
Providence to a third-place finish at
the county championships. A four-
year letterman, Driscoll was a key
member of the WHS boys team that
won the state Public A championship
in 2000, his senior year.

DID YOU KNOW?
Dennis Powers capped an 18-0 se-

nior wrestling season in 1960 with a
state championship at 130 pounds. In
becoming WHS’s first state cham-
pion, Powers kept things interesting,
winning his six post-season matches
(three in districts, three at states) by a
combined 17-8 total.

In districts, Powers beat Scotch
Plains’ Jack Holt 3-0, Columbia’s
Jerry Zuckerman 5-2, and Union’s
Pat Catino 2-1 in the final. Then at
states, things got even tighter, as he
topped Paulsboro’s Bob Samuels on
a referee’s overtime decision after a
3-3 tie, North Hunterdon’s Marty
McCormack 1-0 in overtime, and
Newton’s Rich Wilson 3-2 in the fi-
nal.

ON THIS DATE
1932: The WHS foursome of Bob

Young, Bob Gregory, John
Messersmith and Frank Esposito fin-
ishes second in the Penn Relays dis-
tance medley (7:47) to the Hamilton
Institute of Canada.

AROUND THIS DATE
April 7, 1997: Rachel Brendler, a

transfer from Belvidere, hits a grand-
slam home run in her first at-bat —
and on an 0-2 pitch! — against
Cranford.

April 7, 2000: Jay Cook ties the
school record with eight RBI in a 22-
9 victory over St. Joseph Metuchen.

April 10, 1964: Clark’s Frank
Spaziani pitches a no-hitter against
WHS.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, suggestions and complaints at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Hennessey alertly slipped past him to
score. Vall-Llobera capped the in-
ning with his two-run triple over right
fielder Yuhanna Clark’s head.

“We are going to do things differ-
ently. We are going to look to steal.
We will bunt. We’re going to hit-and-
run,” explained Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster. “Speed is one
thing that doesn’t go into a slump. We
had only three guys with any varsity
experience out here. Hennessey!
Good heads-up play! Danny Melillo!
First varsity at bat! Bing! Got us
started in that second inning! I’m
very pleased!”

At shortstop, Bonard made several
slick plays, especially in the bottom
of the second when he grabbed a
grounder, stepped on second to force
out Mills, who got the Cardinals’ first
hit, and fired to first to complete a
double play.

“Tommy is a special player,” ex-
pressed Brewster.

The Blue Devils added a run in the
fourth when Hennessey singled and
sped to third after leftfielder Rashan
Roach muffed the ball then Olsen
drilled an RBI single past second. In
the fifth, Venezia, who was on first,
stole second and scored on Bonard’s
sharp RBI single to right, making the
score 9-0.

In the bottom of the inning, Shapiro
experienced some control problems
and proceeded to hit the first two
Cardinal batters. After fanning the
next batter, Rawles loaded the bases
with his dribbling infield single.
Shapiro fanned BJ King then grabbed
a grounder and tossed to first to es-
cape the inning.

“The second kid was a two-finger,”
chuckled Shapiro about his hit bat-

ters. “I was given a certain amount of
pitches but my control was pretty
good.”

Hennessey scored on Vall-Llobera’s
RBI single over first in the sixth then,
after Shapiro retired the first Cardi-
nal batter in the bottom of the inning,
Zach Deegan came in to relieve as
Mills came to the plate. Mills got his
third single but Deegan slammed the
door with two strikeouts.

“We had him on a strict pitch count.
He was up to 79 and then the lefty who
got two hits from him was up,” Brewster
said of Shapiro. “I’m encouraged. I
think we have the potential to do some-
thing. We can only go as far as our
pitching. If Shapiro throws that well
we will be in business.”
Westfield 071 111 10
Plainfield 000 000 0

All-Union County
Girls Winter Track:
Jen Seniszyn (55-meters) and

Kaity Eppinger (high jump) of
Union Catholic High School and
Lauryn Adams (shot put) of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School were
named to the Star-Ledger All-Union
County (UC) First Team in indoor
track. Eppinger was also named to
the All-Group 1 Third Team.

Viking Alisa Harris (400 meters)
and Raider Brittney Veeck (1,600)
were named to the All-UC Second
Team and the Viking 4x400 four-
some made the All-UC Third Team.
Viking Head Coach Mike McCabe
was named All-UC Coach of the
Year, Eppinger was named Jumper
of the Year and Adams was named
Thrower of the Year.

CRANFORD $449,000 FANWOOD $734,900

WESTFIELD $849,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $659,900

WESTFIELD $1,245,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $839,000

Sit by the fire in the charming 19’ Family Room with wood floors or
enjoy the 22’ deck.  Also includes a renovated Eat-In Kitchen, Tim-
berline roof and is in mint condition.

House totally renovated.  Includes 5-6 Bedrooms, 3.1 baths, gour-
met Kitchen, open floor plan and 1st floor Bedroom.

Spacious 4 Bedroom center hall Colonial includes a large Family
Room off Kitchen.  Great condition and location!

Brick Ranch offers 3-4 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths, 2-car garage, CAC, hard-
wood floors, fireplace in Living Room, 30’ x 20’ Recreation Room,
spacious closets, 1/3 acre.  Waiting for you to personalize.

Gorgeous Stirling Chase home includes 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, close
to town, schools and NYC train.

Center hall Colonial features 4 Bedrooms, 4.5 baths, over .5 acre,
granite Eat-In Kitchen, 1st floor Family Room, Master Bedroom suite,
patio, CAC, 2-car garage and more.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOPING TO ADD ANOTHER RUN…Blue Devil Dan Melillo wants to get
another hit to bring home Rick Passananti on third.


