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The Fact Is: SP-F High School
Field Turf Project Is a Necessity

It’s amazing to me that people that try
to “set the record straight” in the papers
continue to have the wrong facts. This
letter is in response to Ms. Papen’s letter
in last week’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times addressing the priorities in the town-
ship and the need for the bond referendum
that is on the ballot on April 17.

While I respect anyone’s opinion on
township initiatives, the fact remains that
the high school football field, come Octo-
ber, will become a muddy quagmire if
maintained in its current state and will be
hazardous when the ground freezes —
creating hard mud holes for kids to get
injured in. It’s been that way for the past
seven years that I am aware of.

The fact remains that the current high
school track is dangerous in certain parts
caused by the upheaval of an inferior (and
incorrect) surface. Just ask the track coach,
or any BOE member, they believe this to
be true. The fact also remains that the
installation of an underground drainage
system for the high school fields is para-
mount in correcting the ponding situation
that currently exists. There may be a
drainpipe that runs under the field, but the
current system is inadequate to drain off
water the way that is required for a play-
ing surface.

These issues continue to exist despite
the money that was previously spent be-
cause the money was spent on other items
like bleachers and scoreboards (for base-
ball not football), and a realignment of the
baseball field, which has absolutely noth-
ing to do with either the football or the
soccer fields.

Here are some more “facts:” The girls’
soccer team lost their home field advan-
tage in a county playoff game when rain
forced the game to the opposing team’s
home turf field.

The field scheduling for the township
becomes a nightmare when re-schedul-
ing games due to inclement weather needs
to be accomplished only to find no avail-
able time slots due to the gross over usage
of the current fields.

The band had to change their competi-
tion due to an unusable field. SPF cur-
rently has the worst facilities in the dis-
trict and the county. That is embarrassing
for the kids as well as those of us that have
our “Raider Pride.”

Obvious maintenance savings will ex-
ist simply by not having to mow, seed,
stripe, and fertilize a grass surface. That
money will go directly back into the dis-
trict operating budget.

There are so many more instances of
fact that I could cite, but you get the
message.

I encourage anyone that has any type of
question about this project to contact the
Turf-It committee. As I stated earlier, I
respect anyone’s opinion, and their right
to extend that opinion, however, please
be informed.

Facts are facts, and when you look at
the whole picture, the upgrade of a facil-
ity that will be used by every child that
attends high school in Scotch Plains or
Fanwood for the next 10 to 12 years for
approximately $15 per year on average
— that’s a bargain.

Anthony Giannaci
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

If not from $2-Mil. Bond, then Turf
Must Come from School Budget

I read with astonishment Mrs. Papen’s
letter to the editor in last week’s [Scotch
Plains-Fanwood] Times. She speaks of
“erroneous comments” regarding the con-
dition of our high school fields. With all
due respect to Mrs. Papen, the only false
statements regarding the field turf refer-
endum came from her pen.

One would expect a former mayor to
do her homework and use fact instead of
fiction — unless of course there is a
hidden personal agenda. Here are the real
facts:

The condition of our SP-F High School
fields and track are deplorable. While it is
true, some of our fields (not football or
soccer) have been updated in the past
decade, these projects were in response to
wear and tear and increased usage. We
can point fingers at poor planning, poor
maintenance, overuse, or a multitude of
other issues, but in the end our high school
track and fields are unsafe for our chil-
dren to play or exercise.

Our fields do not drain. All anyone has
to do is visit the area 24 hours after a rain
and one can clearly see the problem.
Countless games and band competitions
have been rescheduled because of these
issues. Our track team has not had a home
meet in two years because the risk of
player injury is too great. The track must
be replaced. If it is not done via this bond
referendum, it will need to come out of
the district’s operating budget, which is
the part that is limited by the state man-
dates.

The turf bond referendum will benefit
a majority of the SPF community. A
majority of our students and citizens use
the fields for athletic pursuits, band com-
petitions, graduation, youth recreation,
Relay for Life and general fitness. Most
of our hard earned tax dollars go towards
“intangibles” which the average student
or citizen do not see. Investing in field turf
is investing in the community and a tan-
gible real estate investment adding to our
communities draw.

The bond referendum will be for $2

million. The initial investment will be $2
million, but the cost can be reduced with
private donations and grants. Savings
would also be realized on field mainte-
nance because maintaining turf is far less
expensive than maintaining a grass field.

The turf field referendum has nothing
to do with school budget cuts. School
budget cuts were dictated by Trenton.
Turf fields are a separate referendum.

While Mrs. Papen eludes that field
turf does not offset physical injury, I
can’t help but question why this is the
material of choice for most other high
school’s fields, college stadiums and
professional venues in the northeast as
well as the country? As a parent, why
would I not want this for my child? How
many more injuries need to occur, events
cancelled, or good dollars spent fixing a
bad field before we address the real is-
sue?

Mrs. Papen revealed her true agenda
when she mentioned, “I heard the plan
will include electric capabilities.” Could
her negativity to this project be motivated
by the fact her home lies adjacent to the
high school field? Mrs. Papen asked resi-
dents to “take the time to look for them-
selves.” I implore citizens to do just that.
I invite Mrs. Papen to tour these fields
with those directly impacted by their con-
dition. If she did actually step foot on the
track or walk the fields after a little rain,
there would be no way she could question
their state.

Please do not let those motivated by
personal issue cause panic, spread ru-
mors, or taint the real facts. Confirm the
facts by clicking on the athletic booster
website section on www.spfk12.org. For
less than the cost of a movie and popcorn,
you can invest in our community and
provide a healthy outlet to citizens of all
ages.

Please vote “Yes” to the turf bond
referendum on April 17.

Laurie Maxwell
Scotch Plains

Councilman Strauss Has Acted
Thoughtfully on SP Budget Process

While the Hearse was out Front,
Mourners Inside were Ticketed

Bond Debt will Mean Less
In Future SP-F School Budgets

On Monday of Holy Week, Redeemer
Church had a funeral for a lady who had
been a member of our church since the
1950s. While her family and friends gath-
ered inside church for the service, a
Westfield police officer was outside writ-
ing parking tickets for several cars, even
though it was obvious that the cars were
parked for a funeral. The hearse was out
front and all the cars had purple funeral
pennants on their hoods.

We understand that Westfield has a
parking problem. It’s bad enough when
our Redeemer School faculty’s and visi-

tors’ cars are marked and ticketed, but in
our estimation, ticketing cars of people
attending a funeral is over the top.

Redeemer has been on the corner of
Clark and Cowperthwaite Place since
1937 and has been told that we have been
good neighbors. We have the greatest
respect for the law officers who serve our
community. However, the event of April
2 feels like harassment and should never
be repeated.

Paul Kritsch, Pastor
Redeemer Lutheran Church

Suppose your household had a drop in
income due to a job loss or a salary cut.
You would cut back on all your spending,
even postponing needed home repairs or
other purchases. Now, suppose you picked
that time to take out a big loan to buy a
vacation home. Illogical? Of course.

Yet, that approximates what the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education is
asking voters to approve – borrowing to
build a state-of-the-art “turf field” while
budget squeezes are forcing cutbacks
across the district in academics, adminis-
tration and building maintenance.

Our tight budget is not caused by a drop
in income but by spending limitations
imposed by Trenton. The board says these
two budget items are “completely unre-
lated” – yet they are both coming from my

pocket, and both affect my children. These
items will be more “related” in future
years – if the “turf” bond is approved,
future years’ school budgets will have to
accommodate the debt service (interest)
on this bond, meaning even more cuts
across other areas while we pay for this
bond.

We have all heard about universities
where the football team has plasma TVs
in the locker rooms but academic depart-
ments can’t afford books. Let’s not start
our high school down that path. SPF vot-
ers who really want to vote “for the kids”
should vote “Yes” on the school budget
but “No” on the “turf” referendum.

Julie Murphy
Fanwood

Sometimes silence can speak volumes.
For instance, consider our new [Scotch
Plains] Councilman Jeffrey Strauss. At
the introduction of the 2007 Scotch Plains
budget, Mr. Strauss said absolutely noth-
ing. Yet when it came down to a vote, he
sided with the mayor and Councilwomen
Coronato and Malool.

The mayor indicated that an attempt
was made by the four members of the
council to create a compromise agree-
ment allowing Councilman Glover to join
his fellow council members. Apparently,

Councilman Glover was not interested in
coming to agreement on the budget issue.
Councilman Strauss did not dispute the
mayor’s remarks regarding the process
that led to the budget introduction.

Councilman Strauss also declined to
support the positions taken by his Demo-
crat running mate. Clearly, Councilman
Strauss’s thoughtful approach to the bud-
get process has spoken louder than any
word could.

Craig Clark
Scotch Plains

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420

ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Apr. 4 thru

Tues., Apr. 10 , 2007. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of
errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

4 5 6   7  
8 9 10

Prices good: 4/4 thru4/10/07
April 2007

Smoking Loon
ALL TYPES 799

Debit
Card

•Romana Sambuca
REGULAR OR BLACK

•Licor 43
•Starbucks

COFFEE LIQUEUR 1899

VODKA SCOTCH WHISKEY CORDIALS

BRANDY/COGNAC

Crystal 999

TEQUILA 

RUM

Luna di Luna
Blends ALL TYPES 1399

Absolut
REG. OR FLAVORS

Van Gogh
REG. OR FLAVORS 2499

•BLANCO

3299
•REPOSADO

3699
•AÑEJO

4299BOURBON

GIN

Vintner’s Reserve
Chardonnay

1066

Kendall JacksonKendall JacksonKendall JacksonKendall Jackson

MondaviMondaviMondaviMondavi

Black
Swan
ALL TYPES 999

1.5 L

Columbia Crest
•CABERNET   •MERLOT
•CABERNET/MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•SHIRAZ 1199

1.5 L

Redwood
Creek
ALL TYPES 999

1.5 L

2949
1.75 L

Franzia

899
5 L

BOX 1099
5 L

BOX 1299
5 L

BOX

•Cabernet........................1799

•Merlot..............................1599

•Chardonnay..............  .1499

•Fumé Blanc...................1399

POUILLY
FUISSE

1799

750 ML

750 ML

Gentleman
Jack 2399

Sailor Jerry
SPICED RUM 2699

Corazon ALL 750 MLS

CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING

Piper Sonoma
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR 1099

Zardetto
PROSECCO 999

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 799

750
ML

Piper
Heidsieck
•BRUT   •X-DRY 2999

750
ML

Veuve Clicquot
BRUT
YELLOW LABEL 3599

750
ML

750
ML

Heidsieck
Monopole
(BLUE TOP) 2699

750
ML

Corbett Canyon
ALL TYPES 599

Di Lupo
ALTO ADIGE
PINOT GRIGIO 1299

ALL 750 MLS

Dalmore
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 2699

Tanqueray #10 2499

Gordon’s 1499

Tanqueray 3199

Crown Royal2999

Canadian
Club 1599

1.75 L

Seagram’s
7 Crown 1599

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 LJack Daniels 3699

750
ML

Ruffino
Riserva Ducale
Chianti GOLD LABEL 2799

Your
Choice!

750 ML

Pinot Grigio
AND ALL OTHER TYPES

1101

CavitCavitCavitCavit
Easter and Passover Sale!Easter and Passover Sale!Easter and Passover Sale!Easter and Passover Sale!Easter and Passover Sale!

1.5 L

750 ML

750 ML

1.5 L

Opici
HOMEMADE
BARBERONE 1299

4 L

Santa Marvista
Reserva Wines
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 699

1.5 L

1.5 L

Beringer
White Zinfandel 899

1.5 L

1.75 L

Clan
MacGregor 1599

1.75 L

Dewar’s
WHITE LABEL 2999

Chivas Regal
18-YEAR OLD 5999

1.75 L

Johnnie
Walker
BLACK LABEL 3999

1 L

Bacardi
LIGHT OR GOLD 1999

1.75 L

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299

1.75 L

Smirnoff
800 REGULAR 1999

1.75 L

Ketel One
REGULAR OR CITROEN 3599

1.75 L

Smirnoff
FLAVORS 2099

1.75 L

1.75 L

Majorska 1299
1.75 L

750 ML

Knob Creek
SOUR MASH 2699

1 L

1 L

1.75 L

750 ML

1.75 L

Crystal 1099
1.75 L

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Giori
LEMONCILLO 1699

Gozio AMARETTO2199

Cancún
GOLD OR WHITE 1999

1.75 L

Jose Cuervo
GOLD OR
CLASICO WHITE 3599

1.75 L

Hiram Walker
BLACKBERRY BRANDY 1799

Philadelphia
BLENDED WHISKEY 1199

1.75 L

Black Velvet
CANADIAN 1399

1.75 L

1 L

B&B LIQUEUR 2599

Cointreau 2999

Debriac XO 2999

1 L

Grand
Marnier 2899

Columbia Crest
Grand Estates
•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 999

Napa

Kendall JacksonKendall JacksonKendall JacksonKendall Jackson

•Cabernet •Merlot
•Pinot Noir.......................1499

•Syrah  •Zinfandel......1199

•Riesling
•Sauvignon Blanc............899

ALL 750 MLS
Vintner’s Reserve

Minini
•PINOT GRIGO
•MONTEPULCIANO 599

Amberton Napa
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON BLANC 1199

Woodbridge
•CABERNET   •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY •SYRAH
•PINOT GRIGIO 1099

•SAUVIGNON BLANC
•ZINFANDEL •WT. ZINFANDEL 899

Sutter Home
WHITE ZINFANDEL 399

750
ML

Dr. Loosen
RIESLING 799

Blackstone
California
ALL TYPES

750
ML

Morgan
PINOT NOIR 2199

375
ML

Inniskillin
VIDAL ICE WINE 3999

Yellow Tail
Reserve
ALL TYPES 1099

750
ML

Hardy’s Whiskers
BLAKE PORT 1199

750
ML

Harvey’s
BRISTOL CREAM SHERRY 1199

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

MACON
VILLAGES

999
750
ML

BEAUJOLAIS
VILLAGES

899
750
ML

•VS

1499
•VSOP

1999
•XO

3999

COGNAC ALL 750 MLS
De LarocheDe Laroche

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

Christian Bros.
BRANDY

1600
1.75 L

PRICE
BREAK

Cutty Sark
SCOTCH

2700
1.75 L

PRICE
BREAK

Hennessy VS
COGNAC

2400
750 ML

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

BeerBeer
We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported & Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

Is At Our

LOW DISCOUNTED PRICE!
EverydayEveryday

Our Kosher for Passover
Wine Selections

Kosher Wine
20% OFF20% OFF ANY BTL.,

SIZE OR
TYPE OF 

INCLUDING BARON HERZOG, YARDEN,
MANISCHEWITZ, KEDEM AND WEINSTOCK
Excludes Advertised Sale Items and In-Store Specials

Louis Jadot

750
ML

Santa Margherita
PINOT GRIGIO 1899

750
ML

Penfolds
CABERNET BIN 407 1899

750
ML

750
ML

1.5 L

1.5 L

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750
ML

899
750
ML

House Wine
Favorites

Old World
Classics

Vintner
Select

ShopRite
MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace

NOW in WESTFIELD! ShopRite Wines & Spirits Marketplace 333 South Ave. East (Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

IRS Warns of
Phony e-Mails

The IRS does not send out unsolicited
e-mails or ask for detailed personal and
financial information. The only genuine
IRS website is IRS.gov.


