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POLICE BLOTTER

Middletown for rehabilitation work
on the Lake Surprise dam in
Mountainside and Summit is solely
for architectural services.

“We don’t have (a total project es-
timate) as of yet,” the county man-
ager said.

The board awarded multiple con-
tracts for road improvements. Among
them was a $127,368 contract to The
Louis Berger Group for professional
engineering services along Central
Avenue in Westfield and Clark.

The work will include traffic-sig-
nal upgrades, new traffic-signal equip-
ment, countdown pedestrian signal
indications, signs, striping and handi-
capped-accessible concrete curb
ramps with warning devices.

The county installed new traffic
signals at Mountain Avenue, East
Broad Street and Central Avenue last
year.

The freeholders approved a $56,000
contract to Pennoni Associates of
Cranford for engineering design work
for intersection improvements for
Springfield Avenue at Orange and
North Union Avenues in Cranford.
They approved a $108,000 contract
to The Louis Berger Group for engi-
neering design services for intersec-
tion improvements at Chilton Street
and West Jersey, West Grand and
Orchard Streets and at Orchard and
Cherry Streets in Elizabeth.

The board approved a $40,000 con-
tract to Goose Control Technology of
Metuchen for “managing the Cana-
dian geese population” in the county
parks system. The measure passed 6-
3, with Freeholders Nancy Ward,
Adrian Mapp and Al Mirabella vot-
ing against it.

“Is that (resolution) the gassing of
the geese?” questioned Cranford resi-
dent Tina Renna, president of the
Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion.

Daniel Bernier, with the division of
park planning and maintenance, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
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Union County Freeholders
the $40,000 contract would involve
the removal of geese when they are
“flightless” while multiplying. He
said the geese would be removed and
taken to a “poultry processing plant”
and killed along chicken-slaughter-
ing procedures. The processed meat
will be given to food banks. The pro-
gram will be conducted at 20 of the
county’s 33 parks.

During the public part of the meet-
ing, Fanwood resident John
Marquardt questioned why he has not
received a response from the county
regarding a cost analysis he submit-
ted to the board.

Citing the county’s “We’re Con-
nected to You” tagline, he said, “I
don’t have a connection to my repre-
sentatives, but I would expect the
courtesy of a response.”

He said spending “at all levels of
government…is out of control.” He
said he wanted “to use some of my
experience (in the purchasing
field)…to help reduce cost” in county
government.”

Freeholder Mapp said he would
like the board to approve a new
policy whereby it would address
questions raised by the public at
meetings regardless of their politi-
cal affiliation.

“I think we should respond to every
question from the floor,” Mr. Mapp
said.

Freeholder Chairman Bette Jane
Kowalski said the board’s current
policy is “to respond to every serious
question from the floor.”

The board approved a resolution to
become a member of Somerset
County Cooperative Pricing System,
which officials have said is similar to
bulk purchasing.

The board also awarded a $44,000,
one-year contract to the consulting
firm of James Davy, former human
services commissioner under Gover-
nor Jim McGreevey, to provide
“shared consulting services” to the
county.

trict success and that technology is
important. He said, “We need to come
up with as many innovative ways as
we can” to get schools to a higher
technology level.

He cited improving school facili-
ties as another priority. “We want
children to go into a building and be
happy,” he said.

Mrs. Bauer said her priorities are
teachers, materials and technology.
She said she would also look at which
programs grow and which decline as
she tackled budgetary concerns.

Mrs. Costello said keeping class
size down and ensuring extracurricu-
lar activities would be her priorities.
She disagreed with those who thought
that funds for capital projects should
be removed from the budget. She
said, however, that capital projects
“should be evaluated.”

Mr. O’Connor said co-curricular
activities were important, but look-
ing ahead, he said he wanted to see
the board and parents “thinking out-
side the box” while addressing the
budget. “We can’t expect state and
federal funds to come to our aid,” he
said.

All the candidates supported find-
ing ways to fund the budget beyond
property taxes, naming alternatives
such as corporate sponsorships and
having students “pay to play” for
some school activities. Mrs. Costello
said she had investigated saving
money on utilities through solar pan-
els.

Considering what could be reduced
in the budget, Mr. Kubie and Mr.
Gorbunoff said the board would have
to negotiate better contracts. “For
every dollar that we spend, we have to
be as efficient as we can,” said Mr.
Gorbunoff.

Mrs. Bauer said she hoped voters
would be more vocal with Trenton
and that “education is not a priority”
in New Jersey. She said Georgia’s use
of state lottery monies to fund some
of its education programs is an ex-
ample of making education a priority.

Mrs. Costello said she did not want
to comment too much on what pro-
grams should be cut from the budget
and that the present board had done a
commendable job. “No cuts were
made lightly...Everyone needs to be-
come more active,” she said.

Mr. Kubie said the “community
should decide what it wants to spend
on our schools...I’m really outraged
that the state has taken the choice out
of our hands.”

He also said, “I don’t think taxes
are a good way to pay for schools.”

Board President Thomas Russo,
who is retiring from his Scotch Plains
seat, asked which candidates had con-
flicts of interest that would keep them
from participating in staff contract
negotiations.

Mr. O’Connor and Mr. Gorbunoff
said they have conflicts because their
spouses are district teachers. Mrs.
Costello, Mr. Kubie and Mrs. Bauer
said they did not have conflicts of
interest.

One parent asked about the future
of the language program. All candi-
dates said they thought the district
needed to consider emerging lan-
guages that may be more marketable
in the new economy, such as Chinese
and Arabic.

Mr. Gorbunoff and Mrs. Bauer said
the district should consider other ways
to teach language without using full-
time teachers, such as using language
software.

Scotch Plains resident Chris Reilly
asked candidates’ opinions about
teaching intelligent design besides
evolution in classrooms. Intelligent
design is the teaching that a higher
intelligence or God is behind the uni-
verse.

Mr. O’Connor and Mr. Gorbunoff
said they would defer to the adminis-
tration on curriculum decisions. Mr.
Kubie said, as a scientist, he was
against the teaching of intelligent
design. “Evolution is science. Intelli-
gent design is not science,” he said.

Mrs. Bauer said, “The curriculum
we have now is good.”

Mrs. Costello said, “Students
should have choices...(They) should
be presented with everything out
there.”

Mr. Russo said he wanted clearer
answers to Mr. Reilly’s question from
Mr. O’Connor, Mr. Gorbunoff and
Mrs. Costello. He asked the candi-
dates how they would respond if the
administration came to the board and
asked it to approve the teaching of
intelligent design.

Mr. O’Connor said he would vote
for whatever the community wanted,
but “it’s not my job” to decide cur-
riculum. Mr. Gorbunoff said he would
vote against it, while Mrs. Costello
said, “I think it should be presented,
but not as fact. People do believe
this.”

One parent expressed concern
about using more technology and
teachers assigning homework that
requires the use of a computer. “What
about families with multiple chil-
dren?” she asked.

The candidates agreed the district
needs more information about how
many homes have access to comput-
ers and the Internet. The candidates
also said it was time the district inves-
tigates reducing costs connected to
teachers’ benefits.
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BOE Candidate Forum

Man Approaches
Middle-School Girl

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
school system has reported that a
Roosevelt Intermediate School stu-
dent was approached by an older man
in older model, dark blue van who
asked her to come over to him, ac-
cording to an e-mail copied to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. The
man reportedly said he needed help
looking for his dog.

The girl ran home and told her
mother, who contacted the school,
which put her in touch with the
Westfield police, officials said.

Police said the case is under inves-
tigation, but due to the fact school
officials accidentally released the
victim’s name, no more details could
be provided in order to protect the girl
and her family.

Developer Seeks to Build
Six Homes on Fourth Ave.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
and KATHY MARQUES

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – About a dozen neigh-
bors showed up at the Garwood Plan-
ning Board meeting on Wednesday,
March 28, to hear details of a major
subdivision application proposed for
484-490 Fourth Avenue by developer
Richard Buontempo of Cranford.
Garwood residents Mary Hidi and
Frank Liquore own the two properties.

The proposal includes combining the
two properties into ownership by the
developer, upon which the developer
would subdivide the property into six
parcels for the construction of six homes.
Planning Board Chairman Robert Pender
announced at the beginning of the meet-
ing that the application had been with-
drawn and would be resubmitted due to

necessary engineering changes.
All notifications required by law

will be made to property owners
within 200 feet of the proposal a
minimum of 10 days prior to any
further meeting scheduled on the
matter upon re-submittal of the appli-
cation, officials acknowledged.

According to resident Bruce Pater-
son, approximately five years ago, a
developer came up with a plan for 26
townhouses for the property, a num-
ber that was reduced to 24 and later
16. The application was denied by the
planning board.

“The major problem was density
still because of the odd shape prop-
erty. The turnaround at the end of the
long narrow driveway for garbage
trucks and fire trucks, the building
height, the number of stairs from grade
to third-floor bedrooms, (and) the
fact that the garages were at grade
and the house living area actually
above the garage (were other prob-
lems),” Mr. Paterson said in an e-mail
to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“The developer has reduced the
number of dwellings down drasti-
cally to a very reasonable number.
Hopefully (he) will adhere to all mu-
nicipal land use ordinances, respect
the wetlands, (and) obey storm-water
runoff mandates. The original plans
showed change; these show progress.

The borough sent a letter on Novem-
ber 5 to Robert Kraus of Leib, Kraus,
Grispin & Roth from Scotch Plains,
attorneys for Mr. Buontempo, stating
that the submitted application to con-
struct six homes on two properties could
not be deemed complete at the time
because of ,“the height of the principal
structure shall be two-and-a-half sto-
ries, or 30 feet, and the driveways need
to meet the zoning requirements.”

On January 16, Mr. Kraus sent a
revised application to the borough,
along with a letter saying his client
was including a check for the $450
application fee and $1,687.50 for the
escrow fee.

The revised application states that
four of the six houses would have a
maximum height of about less than
33 feet and that the driveways would
be more than 10 feet long and not less
than nine feet wide, in compliance
with Garwood’s zoning requirements.
The application, which was for a per-
formance bond, stated that a public
water line was available but that the
application did not propose a well
and septic system and that there were
no off-tract improvements requested.

The property in question is at the
convergence of the borders of
Garwood, Westfield and Cranford at
the northeast corner of the borough.
The proposed development involves
wetlands and abuts a seven-acre drain-
age basin and wildlife area owned
and managed by Westfield and
Cranford to support runoff from ex-
isting residential homes in the area.

Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said Cranford pays Westfield
$7,000 annually for the lease. Westfield
owns 2.79 acres of the 9.29-acre basin.

“This is a long-standing lease agree-
ment,” he said, noting that a few years
ago the town renewed the lease and
collected back payments it was owed.

The drainage basin has been the sub-
ject of complaints by neighbors in the
past, as Cranford was to maintain the
basin under a contract with Westfield
dating back to 1979. The New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (NJDEP) had told The Times at the
time that an engineering study and in-
spection by the DEP would be required
to develop a correction and mainte-
nance plan for the drainage basin.

Adding more stormwater runoff to
the drainage basin as proposed by the
developer of the subdivision in
Garwood requires approval by the
NJDEP, Westfield and Cranford.

Westfield Town Engineer Ken
Marsh said, “I am not concerned about
it (the development) but we will look
into it.” He said the Westfield plan-
ning board has received a “small set”
of plans from the developer.

He said the developer would have
to follow “strict” new DEP regula-
tions for wetlands, including submit-
tal of a wetlands investigation of the
property, verification of wetland lim-
its and a flood plain investigation.

“It essentially tells you where you
can build,” Mr. Marsh said.

The borough had rejected two major
subdivision development proposals for
the property in the past five years. At
one time, the County of Union had
considered incorporating the property
into the county’s open space initiative,
but that proposal did not materialize.

time to let voters decide the fate of the
referendum.

Mr. Giannaci said artificial fields
could withstand the rigors of con-
stant use. He said putting electrical
conduit in the ground now to support
any future lighting projects made
sense because doing it later would
cost more and might jeopardize the
integrity of the fields. Mr. Giannaci
described the Turf-It Foundation and
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Turf Field Bond Forum
how it has committed to raise
$250,000 in support of the fields.

Mr. St. Onge questioned the com-
mitment “with all due respect.” Oth-
ers questioned why the BOE seeks
public money in lieu of raising funds
through donations.

Mr. Giannaci said pursuing public
money was the original plan of the
foundation and that if it failed, they
would seek “Plan B.” When called
upon to share “Plan B,” he declined to
comment.

One woman said an initiative to
raise money through a mailing sent to
district residents had received “very
little response.” This prompted com-
ments from multiple individuals ask-
ing why, if people who had children
in the schools would not contribute,
the rest of the residents should be
asked to fund the project.

Monica Felsing spoke of research
she did about how some neighboring
towns had approached a similar situ-
ation. She said that per her discussion
with John Van, director of buildings
and grounds in Millburn for more
than 35 years, she learned Millburn
voters had rejected a bond referen-
dum for turf fields. In response, she
said, a group of Millburn citizens
raised money from corporations and
individuals. She said within 60 days,
Millburn had raised $1.6 million. Ms.
Felsing asked Mrs. Nelson and Mr.
Giannaci why that avenue of raising
money was not explored first.

Mr. Giannaci said the Turf-It Foun-
dation had approached “many” pos-
sible benefactors, but because Scotch
Plains had not committed to the project,
they would not commit either.

Mrs. Nelson said the referendum
would allow the district to raise the
money and, if not all of the money
were needed, only what is needed
would be raised.

Multiple residents said they felt
that if the bond referendum was
passed, the full amount would be
raised and potential donors would not
feel the need to contribute.

During the fields presentation,
Michael Ancona, a financial planner,
questioned the math being used to
justify the “per household cost” cal-
culation and accused the presenta-
tions justifying the project of being
“disingenuous.” He said he computed
his own projections that indicated a
much higher “per household cost.”

Mr. Del Sordi said the exact dura-
tion of the amortization had not been
finalized and the calculation was only
an estimate given the variables in the
equation. He said the cost benefit was
in the district’s best interest.

Police Investigate Thefts
At Westfield Victoria’s Secret

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 27, a resident of

Spruce Mill Lane reported that
someone used his Social Security
number to open up a cell phone
account. The suspect then made
$700 worth of phone calls, police
said.

Wednesday, March 28, Harold
Maryland, 51, of Union was arrested
and charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop.

Thursday, March 29, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that some-
one obtained her account number and
removed several hundred dollars from
her checking account.

Thursday, March 29 a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
attempted to enter her house through
a rear window. No items were taken,
police said.

Friday, March 30, Paul Boykins,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
several outstanding warrants out of
Newark following a motor vehicle
stop.

Saturday, March 31, Emmanuel
Lubin, 24, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, it was also discov-
ered that Lubin had several outstand-
ing warrants from other towns. Lubin
was held at the Union County jail for
failure to make bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 27, Alihea S. Jones,

33, of Westfield was arrested on out-
standing Westfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop.

Tuesday, March 27, Izabel D.
Marques, 39, of Garwood was ar-
rested on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant after a field investigation.

Tuesday, March 27, Naomi S.
McElynn, 36, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
the 300 block of South Avenue.

Wednesday, March 28, Peter
Cacciuttolo, 19, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia after a field
investigation.

Friday, March 30, Donna
Caddigan, 49, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Watchung after a field investi-
gation.

Friday, March 30, Earl R. Scott, 32,
of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding Passaic warrant after a
motor vehicle stop.

Westfield
Saturday, March 24, Andre Y.

Brown, 34, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Warren police headquarters pursu-
ant to two contempt of court traffic
warrants that were issued by the
Westfield Municipal Court. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released af-
ter posting $280 total bail.

Saturday, March 24, Jennifer
Young, 24, of Kenilworth was ar-
rested on the 200 block of South
Avenue, East, for contempt of court
on a Westfield traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $99 bail.

Sunday, March 25, Adan Osorio-
Beteta, 46, of West New York was
arrested at East South and Central
Avenues for allegedly driving while
intoxicated. He was released on his
own recognizance to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, March 25, Christine
Piperato, 40, of Laurence Harbor,
Stanley Backiel, 44, of Elizabeth
and Cheryl Conroy, 39, of South
Amboy were arrested during a mo-
tor vehicle stop at South and
Windsor Avenues and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia.
All three were released with sum-
monses.

Monday, March 26, Todd Aurand,
29, of Cranford was arrested at the

Cranford Police Department on an
outstanding Westfield criminal war-
rant with bail set at $500. Aurand was
unable to post bail and was trans-
ported to the Union County jail pend-
ing a court appearance.

Monday, March 26, Sing Mun
Yeow, 20, of Clark was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant,
with bail set at $99, following a motor
vehicle stop at South and Central
Avenues. He was released after post-
ing bail.

Tuesday, March 27, Jahmal
McNeil, 29, of Irvington was arrested
on an outstanding Irvington traffic
warrant, with bail set at $300, follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Drake Place. He was
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 28, Justin
Wolf, 18, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant, with bail set at $150, fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at Cen-
tral Avenue and Virginia Street. He
was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 28, a resident
of the 500 block of Downer Street
reported that someone threw a claw
hammer through the driver’s side front
window of his motor vehicle while it
was parked in the street in front of his
residence. There was no further dam-
age to the vehicle.

Thursday, March 29, Jonathan
Tomassi, 26, of Clark was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and Cacciola Place. He was
released on his own recognizance with
summonses pending an April 12 court
date.

Thursday, March 29, Dominick P.
Demieri, 26, of Levittown, NY posted
$120 bail at Westfield police head-
quarters on a traffic warrant issued by
Teaneck.

Thursday, March 29, a Cacciola
Place resident reported the theft of a
28-inch “Stahl 038” chainsaw valued
at $700 from a locked garage.

Friday, March 30, Danielle Catone,
21, of Philadelphia was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at Cen-
tral Avenue and Virginia Street and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance with
a summons.

Friday, March 30, Lucien Valmyr,
Jr., 27, of Montclair was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at Sum-
mit Avenue and Temple Place and
charged with hindering apprehen-
sion. He also was arrested on a no-
bail Essex County Sheriff’s warrant,
plus criminal warrants from East
Orange and Bloomfield with bail
amounts of $5,087 and $1,000, re-
spectively, and a Newark warrant
with bail set at $325. Valmyr was
turned over to Essex County authori-
ties.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Authorities con-
tinue to investigate the theft of thou-
sands of dollars worth of merchan-
dise from the Victoria’s Secret store
in Westfield within the past two weeks.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department con-
firmed to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times yesterday that two incidents
had occurred days apart at the
Westfield store, located on the 200
block of East Broad Street.

The thefts happened around the
same time period that merchandise
was reported stolen from two other
Victoria’s Secret stores, including one
at the Newport Center Mall in Jersey
City on March 20 and a second at the
Burlington Center Mall in Burlington
the following day. Two people have
been arrested in the Burlington case,
according to a report in The Star-
Ledger.

In the first of the two Westfield
incidents, Victoria’s Secret reported
on March 23 that underwear valued at

$2,875 was taken from a display table
at the rear of the store near the back
door. It is believed that the theft oc-
curred during business hours the pre-
vious day.

The second incident occurred on
March 28, but was not reported until
last Saturday, Captain Auchter noted.
In this case, about 1,500 pairs of
underwear valued at $13,142 were
removed from the premises, again
from a rear display.

According to Captain Auchter, both
incidents were “un-witnessed” and
no suspicious activity had been ob-
served inside the store prior to dis-
covery that the thefts had occurred.

While the cases are similar in na-
ture to the ones in Jersey City and
Burlington, the captain said it is un-
known at this time whether there is
any connection between those cases
and the thefts from the Westfield
store.

The local incidents remain under
investigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s detective bureau, Cap-
tain Auchter said.

Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO LOVE...The Westfield Police Department’s detective bureau is investigating
two separate incidents of theft at the town’s Victoria’s Secret, pictured above
during its Valentine’s Day campaign. Captain Clifford Auchter said that at this
time, it is unknown whether the thefts are related to each other or to two separate
thefts at two other New Jersey Victoria’s Secret locations. Westfield’s store lost
more than $16,000 in merchandise between the two incidents.

timesnj.com

John Skowronski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
QUESTION AND ANSWER…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education mem-
ber Linda Nelson fields a question from the audience during Monday night’s
Fanwood Republican Club-sponsored forum on the proposed $2-million school
bond referendum to upgrade the school district’s athletic fields to turf. BOE
member Rob O’Connor stands at left.


