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Freeholders Hire Consultant
To Review Jail Overtime Pay

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholders have hired a consulting
firm to review operations on the
county’s correctional facility in Eliza-
beth. County Manager George
Devanney said the main concern of
the county remains overtime paid to
correctional officers.

The board hired Trenton-based
Paige Plus, LLC, “to provide correc-
tional planning, operations and ad-
ministration consulting services”
commencing April 1 and ending Sep-
tember 30 at a cost of $25,000, ac-
cording to the board’s agenda for its
March 29 meeting.

Mr. Devanney said Gary Hilton,
president of Paige Plus, is “probably
one of the top three” correctional
facility consultants in the nation. The
county manager said the firm would
“take a look at overtime and make
some recommendations.”

The county manager budgeted $6.8
million in overtime for corrections –
in addition to $20.3 million budgeted
for corrections department salaries –
in his executive spending plan re-
leased in January. The county’s total
proposed budget is $415.2 million,
with $239.6 million to be raised in
county taxes.

“[Paige Plus] will spend some time
on-site day and night,” Mr. Devanney
said. He said Paige Plus would only
look at current operations, including
current correctional officers’ shifts
and posts.

The company has provided correc-
tional consulting services to Mercer,
Monmouth, Middlesex, Bergen,
Essex, Gloucester and Hudson Coun-
ties. Mr. Hilton, who founded the
firm in 2002, was director of correc-
tions and juvenile services for the
Monmouth County Sheriff’s Office
from 1998 to 2002, and was acting
commissioner for the state’s depart-
ment of corrections in 1998.

The board also approved the intro-
duction of three ordinances paving
the way for the county to purchase a
building in Elizabeth that houses the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity.

One of the ordinances gives the
board’s consent for the improvement
authority to issue tax-exempt bonds
for the $1.3-million purchase of the
three-story building at 10 Cherry
Street in Elizabeth. Another provides
the county’s guarantee of the bond;
the third executes the agreement.

“It was actually the recommenda-
tion of the improvement authority” to
purchase the building, Mr. Devanney
said. He said the building has been
home to the improvement authority
for more than five years.

When asked by Elizabeth resident
Jerry Goldman what the building
would be used for, Mr. Devanney
said, “I don’t believe it’s completely
(decided) at this point.”

Mr. Devanney confirmed to Mr.
Goldman that a resolution the board
approved to T&M Associates of
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Residents Discuss Turf Bond
Issues at FW GOP Club Forum

By JOHN SKOWRONSKI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Two dozen residents
attended the Fanwood Republican
Club-sponsored meeting Monday
night at The Provident Bank in
Fanwood to hear a discussion of the
upcoming $2-million school bond
referendum seeking funds to upgrade
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict fields with artificial turf.

Linda Nelson, a member of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, and Anthony Giannaci,
president of the Turf-It Foundation,
presented their views on the upcom-
ing bond referendum.

Mrs. Nelson, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent, began the presentation with an
overview of the proposed 2007-2008
SP-F school budget, also to be pre-
sented to voters on Tuesday, April 17.
She detailed the major costs and
sources of revenue, and said the BOE
has cut its proposed budget by $1.8
million because the state has capped
the school tax increase at 4 percent.

Throughout the presentation, Mrs.
Nelson said the board’s goal was to
“keep the cuts away from the children
as much as possible.” She discussed
how achieving a District Rating Group-
ing of “I” was an accomplishment,
and that maintaining that rating in the
face of budget limitations would be a
challenge. She said “many” surround-
ing towns, including Westfield and
Summit, had similar “I” ratings that
“very few” school districts rated higher.

Mr. Giannacci answered questions
attendees raised about the turf fields,

when the discussion touched upon
the issue of capital expenditures.

Kevin St. Onge asked generally about
the accountability of past actions and
inactions, and asked specifically when
the last time any capital improvements
had been made to the existing fields - in
particular, to the track.

SP-F Schools Business Adminis-
trator Anthony Del Sordi said the last
significant maintenance to the 20-
year-old track was 10 years ago.

Audience members said large parts
of the track are crumbling and becom-
ing a potential liability to the school
district should anyone seriously injure
himself or herself during an event.

“There has not been enough money
to maintain the fields in the budget,”
Ms. Nelson replied to one inquiry.
“There were always other priorities,”

she added, referring to reasons why the
fields were not maintained or expanded
as well as they could have been.

“The [grass] fields need to rest,”
added board member Robert
O’Connor. He said the fields are so
heavily used for much of the year that
they cannot withstand the strain. Other
causes mentioned included the growth
of the various recreational programs,
overuse of the fields and the lack of
enough fields.

“We just can’t keep up (with de-
mand),” Mr. Del Sordi said.

The discussion turned to the timing
of the referendum and the impor-
tance of having the issue on the April
ballot. Ms. Nelson said due to the
timing of construction and the need
to secure bids, this month was the

Town Mgr. Assumes Acting
Role as SP DPW Director

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the
retirement next week of Earl Jack-
son, who has held the number two
position in the township’s public
works department, and the still-un-
clear status of DPW director Charles
Cerami, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins said last week that he would
act as interim director. Four assistant
supervisors will assume most of the
day-to-day responsibilities of running
the department.

Mr. Jackson retires next week after
37 years of service, and Mr. Atkins
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that in his 34 years of working in
municipal government, Mr. Jackson
“was one of the top five employees I
ever worked with.” Calling him “an
exemplary employee,” Mr. Atkins said
Mr. Jackson “was a hard worker, he
never said no and, whenever there was
an emergency, he was always there.”

Mr. Jackson has served as acting
director since late last year, when Mr.
Cerami was indicted by a Hunterdon
County jury for allegedly keeping
more than $200 from scrap-metal
sales during his tenure as public works

director in Clinton Township. On
March 9, Mr. Cerami, who has been
on unpaid leave since December, en-
tered into a plea agreement in which
he will plead guilty to a misdemeanor/
disorderly persons’ offense by admit-
ting that he kept money collected
from recyclables instead of turning it
over to Clinton Township finance of-
ficials. He spent the money on activi-
ties and supplies for public works
employees.

Mr. Atkins said he does not expect
Mr. Jackson’s retirement or the con-
tinued absence of Mr. Cerami to have
any significant effect on the public
works department’s activities in the
coming months.

“I don’t think it’s going to be per-
fect,” he said, but “we’ll get done
what we need to get done. We’ll de-
termine our priorities,” including the
upcoming leaf and gumball pickup
and the residential spring cleanup in
June, which will be handled by a
private contractor but overseen by the
department.

“With some teamwork, we can keep
things going for a few months” with-
out a permanent director, Mr. Atkins
said.

Warmer Weather Accelerates
Work on SP Municipal Bld.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the sub-
freezing temperatures of January and
February behind, renovation work on
the township’s municipal building on
Park Avenue is expected to acceler-
ate, officials said. The next phase
may involve the building’s closure, as
large segments of the new roof are put
into place later this month.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said last week that welding work is
beginning on the main roof and on the
second floor of the building, and, by
the middle of this month, the trusses
that will support the new roof above
the main part of the building will be
ready for installation. The steel com-
ponents for the trusses were deliv-
ered weeks ago and are “slowly” be-
ing assembled in one section of the
municipal parking lot. Mr. Atkins said
it might be necessary for safety rea-
sons to close the building for one day
while the trusses are lifted into place.
He mentioned Fridays, April 13 or
April 20, as potential dates.

The 33-year-old building’s $3.8-
million renovation, which began last
fall, will include the replacement of
the building’s flat roof, which has
been increasingly prone to leaks in
both summer and winter weather, with
a slanted roof, the installation of a
new heating and air-conditioning sys-
tem, the addition of a second floor

above the police station at the rear of
the building to provide additional of-
fice and storage space and improve-
ments to the building’s façade so it
blends in better with the colonial décor
of other downtown buildings.

Mr. Atkins said the contractor is “a
little behind” schedule but is still op-
timistic that the building could be
finished by mid- to late June.

Last week, Mayor Martin Marks
announced the receipt of a $162,900
homeland security grant that will be
used by the fire department to pur-
chase self-contained breathing appa-
ratuses for use in fighting fires. The
mayor expressed his thanks to Rep.
Michael Ferguson (R-7, New Provi-
dence) for his assistance in securing
the funding.

The township council last week
also approved a resolution renewing
the township’s participation in the
Union County Sheriff’s S.L.A.P.
(Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program)
initiative, which makes non-violent
offenders available to municipalities
to perform jobs such as cutting grass
along roads, litter pickup and light
stream cleanup. The program, in
which Scotch Plains participates in a
shared arrangement with Westfield
and Clark, will cost the township
$13,280, which will pay for county
law-enforcement officers who accom-
pany the individuals working in the
program.
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SP-F BOE Candidates Answer
Questions at Community Forum
By NORDETTE N. ADAMS

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Five candi-
dates pursuing three seats on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education faced voters in a candi-
dates’ forum at the district adminis-
tration building last Thursday night.
The SP-F Parent Teacher Association
Council sponsored the event.

Voters will decide the election on
Tuesday, April 17.

Past PTA Council president Barbara
Cronenberger-Meyer moderated the
forum and started the evening with two
questions. She asked, “What have been
your contributions to the school district
and community, and how have these
prepared you to be a board member?”

The second question asked, “What

do you think the priorities are for our
district’s needs, given the budget con-
straints?”

Incumbent Rob O’Connor, who is
running unopposed for Fanwood’s
seat this year, said he brings his past
board experience and a commitment
to teamwork.

John Kubie, who, with fellow can-
didates Nancy Bauer, Jane Costello
and David Gorbunoff, seeks one of
two Scotch Plains seats, said he brings
his experience as a teacher and scien-
tific researcher and his work with
technology to the table. Mr. Kubie
holds a doctoral degree in neuro-
science and has been a faculty mem-
ber of Downstate Medical School in
Brooklyn for 25 years.

He said he hopes to bring to the

board an “innovation in excellence”
and said that better long-range plan-
ning is “critical” to addressing bud-
getary concerns. Mr. Kubie, who ran
last year for a board seat, said he has
attended most board meetings and
“watched very carefully how the
board’s run.” In addition, he said, he
has been active in his children’s lives
as they have matriculated through the
SP-F school system.

This year also marks Mr.
Gorbunoff’s second run for the board.
He said seeing his own children
through the system, his experience
with business contracts and his work
providing schools with library sci-
ence technology would help him
should he win a board seat. The can-
didate has lived in Scotch Plains 14
years and is the director of Schools
and Libraries E-Rate Program, a pro-
gram that “gives $2.5 billion annu-
ally to schools and libraries across
the country.”

Mr. Gorbunoff has also worked 13
years as a contractor in construction
trades and five years as an auditor in
the property and casualty insurance
industry.

Mrs. Bauer, a 17-year Scotch Plains
resident, said, “Nothing is more im-
portant than the education of young
children.” She said her experience in
education makes her the right choice
for a BOE seat, and pointed to her
work as the parent of students in the
district, her position as president of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Ice Hockey Association and
her work as a Girl Scout leader.

Employed by William Patterson
University in Wayne, she helps place
student teachers in school districts.
Mrs. Bauer holds a master’s degree in
early childhood education.

Mrs. Costello’s professional back-
ground is in psychology and educa-
tion. While she is currently a stay-at-
home mom with children in district
schools, Mrs. Costello said she
worked previously as a special-edu-
cation teacher. She is the vice presi-
dent of the McGinn School Parent-
Teacher Association.

She said her experience working
with the Westfield Welcome Wagon
and school cultural-arts programs
would help her should she be elected.
She said her work with the PTA to
raise money for school playgrounds
is evidence that she is prepared for
budget challenges and new ways to
bring funding to the district.

Addressing budgeting and priori-
ties, Mr. Kubie said, in addition to
long-range planning, hiring and re-
taining “great teachers” struck him as
a top priority, along with more em-
phasis on technology in the schools.
He said “students should have
laptops.”

Mr. Gorbunoff said attracting and
retaining good teachers is key to dis-
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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
‘LEADER AND PIONEER’...Former Fanwood Mayor Maryanne Connelly, left,
receives an award from the Women’s Political Caucus of Union County at the
organization’s “Notable Women in Politics” reception last Wednesday at L’Affaire
in Mountainside. The Political Caucus recognized the former mayor for her “long
history of commitment to the community and the political process.” See story on
page 3.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
TO THE RESCUE…Peter Chemidlin of Family Investors in Fanwood, second
from right,  gives the Fanwood Rescue Squad a donation of $250 Tuesday night
on behalf of his business and the Fanwood Business and Professional Association.
Pictured, from left to right, are: squad president John Oatis, Captain Jeffrey
Downing, Mr. Chemidlin and squad treasurer Robert Kruthers.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONSTRUCTION SCRAMBLE...A fence surrounds the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building on Park Avenue, as a $3.8-million renovation project continues. Officials
said that, with warmer weather on the way, they expect progress to accelerate.

John Skowronski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDGETS, BONDS AND TURF...Citizens meet in Fanwood Monday night at a presentation and discussion meeting
sponsored by the Fanwood Republican Club to review pros and cons of the proposed SP-F 2007 school budget details and
a $2-million turf field bond request to be decided by the voters on April 17.

Happy Easter

Happy Passover


