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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 & 1/2 popcorns

At just about the three-quarter mark,
when it seems Brian De Palma’s film
noir morass about dedicated detectives,
perversion and the politics of murder
should finally end, it does not. You
groan in disbelief. You’ve stuck it out
through thick dialogue and thin plot.
But The Black Dahlia churns on and on.

Sure, hindsight says you should have
cut your losses and split. But it isn’t
until we are fully sucked into this over-
wrought mystery when we realize it is
the cinema equivalent of watching a car
accident. For whatever primordial rea-
son, we want to see. And sure as shootin,’
it’s not going to be pretty.

Adding insult to injury, The Black
Dahlia, about the 1947 murder of an
alluring film hopeful, seems com-
pelled to continually remind us how
fascinated people are by the dark side
of human behavior. O.K., we
know…all these people are horrible.
Maybe even those who we think are
the good guys are corrupt, too.

But get over it. Put the effort into
the story. Skip the pregnant pauses,
the allusions to nothing and the over-
kill on atmosphere.

While the period piece appurte-
nances and the special fashion edi-
tion gander at the great garb of the
late 1940s might be lifted for a quick
dance sketch come Oscar time, exag-
gerated art direction can’t compen-
sate for uncertain filmmaking.

Granted, art is art. In that vein,
sometimes the ride can be more im-
portant than the destination. But if
you are going to segue all over the
place in the name of suspense and
adventure, for gosh sakes, at least
take some interesting roads.

Expect your money’s worth only in
commotion and complications. To the
film’s detriment, two competing
storylines both refuse to either claim
primacy or accept subtext status. And
each comes equipped with its own
ancillary undertones.

For starters, there’s the title tale, a
fictionalized account of the real life
and mysterious death of would-be
movie star Elizabeth Short (Mia
Kirshner). Amidst rumor, innuendo
and the usual kowtowing to the rich
and powerful for which the L.A. po-
lice in this genre are so famous, the
press dubs her “the Black Dahlia.”

Par for the course, young super
cops Dwight “Bucky” Bleichert (Josh

The Black Dahlia
Weed it Out

Hartnett) and Leland “Lee” Blanchard
(Aaron Eckhart) are called in to save
political necks. They have baggage.

Which brings us to the internal
tale. Our boys take the case to heart
with a passion…nay, an obsession.
They anguish. They fight. They
suspect…sometimes even each other.
And just to make it a little cozier, they
dance around a love triangle.

At introduction time, Scarlett
Johansson’s Kay Lake is Lee’s gal.
But we’re not so sure. Something’s
wrong here. Hence, best buddy/part-
ner Bucky isn’t entirely out of the
question as a suitor. Otherwise, they
are a triumvirate of fast friends, pledged
to somehow find truth, meaning and
hope despite the overstated, noirish
angst to which they’ve been doomed.

These are moody folks, indeed. And
making their whys and wherefores
even more difficult to comprehend,
they are poorly written and portrayed.
No self-respecting film ever begged
for a libretto the way this one does.

Case in point. Since Kay is forbid-
den fruit, Bucky takes up with what
certainly appears to be a rotten apple.
She’s Madeleine Linscott, a spoiled
rich girl of rather liberal tastes played
by Hilary Swank. P.S.-She looks like
the dead girl.

Now, maybe this adds a shade of
gray and a note of realism to the seedy
doings. But the arbitrary intermingling
of fact and fiction becomes wearying.
Besides, we already have enough
storylines to juggle without having to
play shrink and analyze this tawdry if
not sizzling conflict of interest.

In truth, the real Black Dahlia case
has never been solved. More than 60
people confessed to the crime; the
Los Angeles D.A.’s office had 22
“official” suspects, some of them
patently absurd. And yet, unlike the
philosophical way the far superior
Hollywoodland chose to address its
equally unfathomable puzzle, this film
coughs up the killer.

It’s little consolation. Art may imi-
tate life and vice versa. But as the
bleak, brooding and synthetic sullen-
ness of The Black Dahlia proves, when
art imitates confusion, you’re destined
to wind up with artificial flowers.

* * * *
The Black Dahlia, rated R, is a

Universal Pictures release directed
by Brian De Palma and stars Scarlett
Johansson, Josh Hartnett and Hilary
Swank. Running time: 121 minutes

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fall is in the air. The leaves are
changing color, there’s crispness in
the autumn breeze that has us zipping
up our hoodies and pulling out the fall
clothes.

It’s football and apple-picking sea-
son and time to enjoy hot apple cider
while lighting up the fireplace for
the first time. Soon pumpkins and
mums and autumn scenery will be-
deck the neighborhoods, and the
downtown merchants are beginning
to feature fall fare in their windows
and shops.

Westfield is alive with activity from
the hayrides and pumpkin picking
that continues throughout the month
of October at Williams Nursery to the
football and soccer games on the new
turf field at Kehler Stadium.

This weekend, Williams is also
sponsoring pony
rides and an apple-
tasting weekend on
October 14 and 15.
Sunday is
Westfield’s much-
loved Festifall,
featuring more
than 200 crafters,
vendors, artists and
merchants.

The downtown
streets will be
crowded with
people from all over the state as they
flock to this popular happening event.
This year’s fair will debut an open-air
art gallery on Prospect Street where
artists will display their works.

After a tiring day spent shopping,
listening to the music and snacking at
the fair, an easy-to-prepare fall din-
ner will hit the spot. One of my
family’s favorite dinners is stuffed
chicken cutlets. All through the years
it has been the dish that all three of my
children repeatedly request after be-
ing away at camp or college.

It is the “welcome home” meal and
although I prepare it all year long, it

is a particularly appropriate dish for
this time of the year. Serve it with a
salad or any green vegetable. Warm
pumpkin bread and hot apple cider
are wonderful accompaniments to this
dish.

HOT APPLE CIDER

INGREDIENTS

2 quarts Apple Cider
1 orange peel
1 lemon peel
3 cinnamon sticks
1 tablespoon cloves
optional: dark rum

PROCEDURE

Pour the apple cider into a large
pot. Add the peel from one orange

and one lemon.
Add the cinnamon
sticks and the
cloves and cook on
low heat for 5 min-
utes. Reduce heat
and simmer for at
least 20 minutes.
Remove the or-
ange and lemon
peel and strain the
cloves out before
serving. For a little
kick, add a shot of

dark rum to each serving and serve
hot.

STUFFED CHICKEN BREASTS

INGREDIENTS

10 chicken cutlets
1 can (approximately 10-3/4

ounces) chicken soup or broth
2 sleeves Ritz crackers (approxi-

mately 72 crackers)
1 bottle (16 ounces) French dress-

ing

PROCEDURE

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Wash
cutlets and lay them flat. In a large
bowl, crumble the crackers and add
the soup or broth. Mix well. Spoon
the cracker and soup mixture in the
center of each cutlet and fold over.
Lay in a baking pan. Pour bottle of
dressing over chicken generously
covering every piece and bake un-
covered at 350 degrees for 1 hour or
until browned. This dish is so simple
to make and so delicious.

VANILLA PUMPKIN BREAD

INGREDIENTS

1-1/2 cups flour
½ cup sugar
½ teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 package instant vanilla pudding

powder
1 cup pumpkin puree
½ cup vegetable oil
2 eggs
¼ teaspoon cinnamon
¼ teaspoon nutmeg
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 cup chopped walnuts

PROCEDURE

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. In
a large bowl, sift the flour and add the
sugar, salt, baking soda and vanilla
pudding powder. Add the pumpkin
puree, vegetable oil and eggs and
beat well. Stir in the cinnamon, nut-
meg, vanilla extract and nuts.  Pour
into 3 well-greased mini (approxi-
mately 6 x 4 inch) loaf pans and bake
for 20 to 25 minutes or until a tooth-
pick comes out clean. Can be baked
in a 9 x 5 x 3 well-greased loaf pan as
well. Bake for 40 to 45 minutes.

Apple Cider

Kean University to Honor
Professor Estelle Ritchie

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University partners with the Depart-
ment of Theatre and the Kean Univer-
sity Foundation to present select
works by the late Estelle Ritchie-
actress, playwright and Kean profes-
sor.

This free event will take place on
Sunday, October 1, at 3 p.m. in the
University Center Little Theatre. It
will include a reading of Ms. Ritchie’s
acclaimed adaptation of The Scarlet
Letter, featuring a cast of Kean alumni,
as well as several of her one-act plays,
performed by Kean theatre students.

Memorabilia celebrating Ms.
Ritchie’s life and some of her achieve-
ments will be displayed in the pre-
function lobby, adjacent to the theatre,
and a reception will follow the pro-
gram. Both the performance and the
display are being coordinated by pro-
fessor emeritus John Bauer, who, with
another friend of Ms. Ritchie, Janice
DeYoung, is developing an endowment
to provide scholarship aid in her name
for Kean University students.

Mr. Bauer, her literary executor,
will donate all Ms. Ritchie’s manu-
scripts, performance and publication
rights and royalties to the Kean Uni-
versity Foundation to augment the
new Estelle Ritchie Scholarship Fund.

To make a tax-deductible contribu-
tion to the Estelle Ritchie Scholar-
ship Fund, send a check or money
order made out to the Kean Univer-

sity Foundation, with “Estelle
Ritchie” written on the memo line,
and mail to Kean University Founda-
tion, 1000 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ
07083. Donations may also be made
by credit card by calling the Founda-
tion office at (908) 737-3340.

To join the Premiere Stages mail-
ing list and/or to request a season
brochure, call Kean Stage at (908)
737-SHOW (7469).

Frank to Compete
For Miss New Jersey
SCOTCH PLAINS – Amanda

Frank, 20, formerly of Scotch Plains,
will compete for the title of Miss New
Jersey USA 2007 on Friday through
Sunday, October 13, 14 and 15, at the
Hilton Parsippany Hotel.

Amanda is the daughter of Kim
and Geraldine Frank. She attends the
University of Connecticut (UConn)
and her activities include Kappa Al-
pha Theta sorority, the Greek Honor
society, UConn Law and Society club
and numerous amounts of under-
graduate research involving autism
and perceptions of emotions.

Amanda’s ambitions are to attend
law school and eventually work as a
child advocate attorney. The young
woman chosen as Miss New Jersey
USA 2007 will go on to represent the
state of in the 2007 Miss USA pag-
eant as seen live on NBC television.

Amanda Frank

Swing a Partner at the
Annual Barn Dance

MOUNTAINSIDE –Next month,
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities will
present its annual barn dance for
people with disabilities.

The event will take place on Sun-
day, October 8, at the Watchung
Stable, 1160 Summit Lane in
Mountainside, from 4 to 7 p.m.

In addition to square dancing, there
will be a barbecue dinner, a hayride,
arts and crafts and other activities.

Pre-registration is a must. The reg-
istration fee for each person attend-
ing is $10. Call (908) 527-4806 to
register or to obtain additional infor-
mation about this program and other
offerings for people with disabilities.

To learn more about all programs,
log onto www.ucnj.org for more in-
formation.

New Jersey Photography
Forum Invites Submittals

AREA – Photographers are invited
to submit two photographs to be con-
sidered for exhibition at the 12th An-
nual Juried Photography Exhibit for
the New Jersey Photography Forum.

The exhibit is open to any photog-
rapher able to hand deliver their work
to the Watchung Arts Center on the
Watchung Circle in Watchung on
Saturday, October 28, from 1 to 4
p.m. The cost for entry is $20. Entries
are limited in size to no larger than a
30x40 inch piece and should be pro-
fessionally presented and wired for
hanging. Any entry over 16x20 inches
must be framed with plexi-glass.

The New Jersey Photography
Forum’s annual show will be on dis-
play from November 1 to 30 at the
arts center, after which it will travel to
the Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mountainside for two months.
Nancy Ori of Berkeley Heights and
Michael Creem of Summit will cu-
rate the show. The three judges will
be Susan Hockaday, Bill Westheimer
and David Wells.

The public is invited to attend the
opening reception on Sunday, No-
vember 12, from 1 to 4 p.m., at which
time, awards will be presented and
everyone will have an opportunity to

meet the artists.
For information about the New Jer-

sey Photography Forum visit
www.njphotoforum.com or call Ms.
Ori at (908) 790-8820, or Mr. Creem
at (908) 273-1672.

Book Store Travels
‘Trail of Vengeance’
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store of Westfield will host a meet
and greet book signing this weekend.

On Saturday, September 30, from 2 to
4 p.m., New Jersey author Peter James
Quirk will be in the store to promote his
new novel, “Trail of Vengeance.”

Lisa Rossi, a young Brooklyn po-
lice detective, is pitted against inter-
national jewel thieves, who during
the course of a spectacular heist in
Manhattan, murder Lisa’s partner.

The trail begins in a New York strip
club and spans across Europe, intro-
ducing Lisa to a French ski instructor
and a more sophisticated lifestyle,
while she eliminates the gang one by
one. “Trail of Vengeance” is a classic
tale of good and evil.

If unable to attend this event, call
The Town Book Store at (908) 233-
3535 and reserve an autographed copy.

OPERATIC…Westfield High School seniors Gregory Boyle and Felicia Erlich,
members of the tuition-free Little Opera Company (LOC) Young Artist Program,
take a moment to pose at the LOC performance of La Traviata.

Theater Project’s
‘Teeth’ Are Pretty Sharp

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD –Thornton Wilder
may have written it in 1942, but The
Skin of Our Teeth could have been
penned yesterday. That’s how appli-
cable the message is in The Theater
Project’s latest production in
Cranford.

According to Wilder, it’s only by
the skin of our teeth that the human
race can overcome its own self-de-
struction.

Now that may sound like a pretty
weighty premise, but this play, pro-
duced by Union County College’s
Professional Theater Company and
running weekends through October
8, is billed as a lighthearted “cosmic
comedy.”

Utilizing the dramatic technique of
“breaking the fourth wall” where the
narrator talks to the audience directly,
Sabina, the housemaid, confesses
early on that she doesn’t understand
what’s going on in the play.

“I won’t think about the play and I
advise you don’t think about it ei-
ther,” she warns the audience.

After all, her employer George
Antrobus, dressed in Flintstone era
apparel in Act I, is living in contem-
porary Cranford, yet is experiencing
the Ice Age in the month of August.

Unlikely as it seems, George
Antrobus – Adam/Everyman — ex-
periences problems similar to ours:
dealing with errant children, working
late on his anniversary and coping
with the problems of the world in
general. Wilder sprinkles in other
catastrophes along the way like
Noah’s flood, book burnings and wars,
for good measure.

Director Mark Spina has spun
around the stage set-up to the tradi-
tional proscenium stage with the au-
dience in the stationary, cushioned
seats. It undoubtedly was a move to
accommodate the large set pieces.

As usual, Mr. Spina has assembled
a talented group of actors and theater
designers to their best advantage.

Minimal albeit effective scenery
and sets by Jessica Parks and charac-
ters using the two aisles as entrance/
exit ramps help to maintain the inti-
mate feel The Theater Project boasts.

The three main characters—Gary
Glor (Mr. Antrobus), Harriet
Trangucci (Sabina) and Liz Zazzi
(Mrs. Antrobus) seemingly undergo
major psychological changes
throughout the two-and-a-half-hour
play that has two intermissions.

But we all know the more things
change…well, you know.

Mr. Glor does amazing tricks with
voice, body language and hair to de-
pict everything from a caveman who
invents the wheel to the president of
mammals of the world and a return-
ing soldier. Mr. Glor is deliriously
euphoric at times then crashes into
suicidal depression caused by his son
Cain’s evil ways.

Bravo to the shapely, beautiful
Harriett Trangucci, who is able to
play Sabina without stereotyping her
as just the sexy “other woman.”

Ms. Zazzi’s characterization of a
somewhat schizophrenic Mrs.
Antrobus is perfectly beleaguered and
haggard yet stalwart in her resolve to
carry on no matter what.

Unique costumes by Katharine
Winter help to propel the characters
through eons: from the Ice Age to an
Atlantic City convention to a seven-
year-long world war.

Matt McCarthy ably portrays Henry
Antrobus, their troubled son Cain who
loves to throw rocks.

Jenelle Sosa, as his kid sister
Gladys, is hilarious in her red tights
and her flouncing mannerisms when
she’s denied her way.

Fortune Teller Daaimah Talley hits
the target with an ethereal singsong
voice. The Atlantic City Barbershop
Quartet minus one blend nicely in
their humming and background tunes.

At the heart of all comedy is a core of
truth. Wilder’s Skin of Our Teeth takes
a big bite of that core and causes us to
wax philosophical amid the laughter.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GLORIOUS LEADER...George Antrobus, (Gary Glor) as a skirt-chasing presi-
dent, makes an acceptance speech while his proud wife Gladys (Liz Zazzi) and
Atlantic City Host (Chess Lankford), left, anticipate his next words. Thornton
Wilder’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play, The Skin of Our Teeth, continues weekends
through October 8 at The Theater Project, Union County College’s professional
theater at the Cranford campus.

Local Drama Director
Delivers Musical Monster
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Women who have experi-
enced childbirth tell me that you for-
get the pain after you see your little
bundle all cleaned up and put in your
arms.

Local playwrights/musical artists
Gary Cohen, Mark Baron and Jeffrey
Jackson are about to feel like proud
papas since their musical, Franken-
stein, will run this weekend at the
Victoria Theater in New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) in New-
ark.

Their little “monster,” based on the
Mary Shelley classic, was conceived
almost 10 years ago when Gary
Cohen’s text and Mark Baron’s mu-
sic blended to form Frankenstein, the
Musical.

Some of you, like me, might have
been at the staged reading that was
presented at Plays-in-the-Park, in
Edison way back then.

This love child hasn’t been an easy
delivery. After the reading, Mr. Cohen
said that he collaborated with Jeffrey
Jackson, a singer/actor/lyricist from
Far Hills to fine tune the piece.

Then about eight years ago, Mr.
Cohen staged the musical in Cranford
High School, where he has been a
director of plays and musicals for the
past 17 years.

As the artistic director of Plays-in-

the-Park, Mr. Cohen is well known
throughout Middlesex County and
the surrounding area for his outstand-
ing direction and productions.

“Frankenstein was licensed for
amateur productions at first,” Mr.
Cohen in a phone interview, “and
then we made a DVD.”

Ironically, he said, the CD has sold
more than 1,000 copies without any
promotion at all.

“Post 9/11, we were told people
didn’t want to see this. Broadway
would rather have a feel good show
like Mama Mia or Hairspray,” he
explained.

But that was then, this is now, and
it is being billed as “Mary Shelley’s
classic novel reborn as a bold, new
theatrical experience.”

“NJPAC asked if they could do the
showcase, and hopefully it will tour in
2007,” Mr. Cohen, a multiple Paper
Mill Playhouse award winner, said.

The upcoming showcase, presented
in concert format, portrays the story
of the brilliant young scientist deter-
mined to master life and death.

There’s even more to this special
delivery. An NYC “Backers’ Audi-
tion,” which invites prospective in-
vestors to a showcase of the produc-
tion, is scheduled for the first week in
October.

This little toddler may grow up to
find its way to Broadway yet.

Family Recipes that
Coincide with Fall, Football
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By MICHAEL J POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Responding to
residential complaints about al-
leged inconveniences incurred by
the filming of Gracie in the area of
Lawrence Avenue and Sylvania
Place, The Westfield Leader went
to the neighborhood to investigate
and take pictures. A producer told
the paper that it caused a “distur-
bance” by pho-
tographing and
acted in an “un-
p ro fe s s iona l ”
manner, despite
asking permis-
sion.

The producer
mistakenly said
the newspaper
had printed a
front-page pic-
ture of the filming, which it had
not. Upon speaking to another per-
son involved with Gracie, the
newspaper learned that the com-
pany took issue not with a photo,
but a quote in a front-page article
reporting on the Westfield Town
Council (“After-Hours Filming
Sparks Debate Among WF Town
Councilmembers,” Sept.  21,
2006).

Citing a quote from the front-page
story, First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana said, “I understand a hand-

ful of neighbors had concerns, and I
understand a handful of neighbors
have been paid $2,000 not to be
concerned anymore.”

A member of The Gracie Movie,
LLC who wished to remain anony-
mous said the claim of anyone being
paid $2,000 is “false.”

“We are not a big-budget movie;
we are trying to eek by on good
will,” the anonymous party said.

The claims, the
source said,
“couldn’t be fur-
ther from the
truth. There has
been no payoff.
Some people
might have been
paid for having
lights on their
property, but it
wasn’t near that

figure.”
Mr. Caruana said he “stands by

his previous statement” and “would
further the discussion should the
anonymous source choose to en-
gage in public dialogue. It’s the
policy of the Westfield council not
to respond to anonymous com-
plaints, or, in this case, anonymous
sources.

After speaking with the publicist,
the company apologized for repri-
manding the newspaper and invited
The Leader back to have full access.

Gracie Begins Filming
On WF’s Lawrence Ave.


