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Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NATIONAL NEWS...CBS Network News films a video clip featuring Tom Kean,
Jr.’s run for U.S. Senate at the Westfield fire station last Friday. Mr. Kean was
interviewed at his Westfield home by news anchor Kate Couric earlier in the week
and her production aired last Friday night on CBS national news. Pictured, left
to right, are: Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly, Mr. Kean and Westfield Council-
women Vicki Kimmins and Jo Ann Neylan.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMERGENCY RESPONSE...The Scotch Plains Police, firefighters and EMTs
respond to an injured pedestrian who was struck by a car off Martine Avenue last
Thursday.

SIGN OF GOOD TIMES...Frank Chupko of Scotch Plains, en route to a visit to his ancestral homeland in Slovakia with his
sister and brother John, holds up a copy of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while standing on the Charles Bridge
overlooking Prague in the Czech Republic. In the background, musicians entertain passersby and tourists.

Governor Nominates Zazzali
To Head N.J. Supreme Court

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Governor
Jon Corzine officially nominated
New Jersey Associate Supreme
Court Justice James Zazzali to serve
as the Chief Justice of the New
Jersey Supreme Court, the
Governor’s Office announced on
Thursday.

Mr. Zazzali, a Democrat, is a former
state attorney general and would re-
place Chief Justice Deborah Poritz, a
Republican, upon her retirement in
October. Justice Zazzali will serve
less than one year before his manda-
tory retirement in June 2007. The
mandatory retirement age for justices
is 70.

In a press release issued by the
Governor’s Office, Governor Corzine
said, “With over four decades of legal
experience, Justice Zazzali has shown
himself to be a first-rate jurist with a
mastery of the law. His integrity, wis-
dom and unerring commitment to
upholding the law make him the ideal
choice to lead the New Jersey Su-
preme Court.”

A Rumson resident, Justice Zazzali
is the first cousin of Ed Zazzali,
chairman of the Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Commission. Mr. Ed Zazzali
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, “Our whole family is very
proud that Jimmy has taken this path.
This is the culmination of all of his
hard work.”

He said that at family gatherings,
the justice is still referred to by family
members as “Jimmy.”

Tammy Kendig, a spokesperson
from Justice Zazzali’s office, quoted

the justice as saying, “The
Governor’s nomination is truly an
honor. I will make the most of this
opportunity to serve the citizens of
New Jersey.”

Justice Zazzali was appointed by
former Governor Christine Todd
Whitman in 2000 and has written
more than 100 opinions as an associ-
ate justice on the New Jersey Su-
preme Court. Prior to his service on
the bench, he served as attorney gen-
eral from 1981 to 1982 and as chair-
man of the State Commission of In-
vestigation from 1989 to 1993.

Justice Zazzali also worked for the
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office,
the State Sports and Exposition Au-
thority, Bloomfield College and the
State Commission of Investigation.
He had law practices in Trenton and
Newark, after receiving a Bachelor of
Science degree from Georgetown
University in 1958 and a Juris Doc-
torate from Georgetown University
Law Center in 1962.

Brendan Gilfillan, a spokesper-
son for the Governor’s Office, told
The Times that the nomination was
made after a “careful and thorough
review of the records of several can-
didates.”

Mr. Gilfillan said he did not have
a time frame for when the nomina-
tion would go before the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, noting, “No date
has been set due to Judge Poritz not
having announced when she will step
down.”

The Governor also nominated Ap-
pellate Court Judge Helen Hoens of
Basking Ridge, a Republican, to serve
as an associate justice.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RELAXING BEFORE THE MEET...The Raider gymnastics team relaxes before
its meet with the Cougars in Cranford last Thursday, September 21.

BRIDGE GRANT...Fanwood receives $11,366 from Union County to remove old
cable guide rails and install new fencing along the sidewalk on the Martine Avenue
Bridge in Fanwood. Pictured, from left to right, are Fanwood Councilwoman
Donna Dolce, Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella of Fanwood and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr. Ms. Dolce and Mr. Mirabella are candidates for
reelection on November 7.

Legal Agreement Pulls $300 Car
Purchase, Accepts $110,600 Bid

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

HILLSIDE – The $300 purchase of
three luxury autos by the stepson of
Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich has been withdrawn and
replaced with a $110,600 bid by a
Hillside car dealership to purchase
back its three cars as per a tentative
agreement reached by attorneys ear-
lier this week and obtained by The
Westfield Leader.

The cars were ordered auctioned to
satisfy a $142,628 judgment by State
Superior Court Judge John Malone in
February against Hillside Auto for
violating the state’s “lemon law” as
per the New Jersey Consumer Fraud
Act. Judge Malone, in a bench deci-
sion issued last December, found
Hillside Auto failed to disclose a de-
fective radio in a 2003 Mercedes-
Benz E500 purchased by Christopher
Coon, Sheriff Froehlich’s stepson,
from Hillside for $49,500 in July of
2004.

Hillside Auto, through its attorney
Patrick Toscano of Nutley, referred to
the broken radio as a “very simple
defect” in its show cause order, which
was withdrawn last week.

During an auction conducted Au-
gust 15 at Sevell’s Auto Body in
Westfield, Mr. Coon was awarded a
BMW E530i, a Porsche 911 and a

Volvo XC90 for the default cost of
$300 after a second bidder declined
to purchase the vehicles at the auc-
tion. Hillside Auto appealed Judge
Malone’s original decision on June
6.

Henry Furst, Mr. Coon’s attorney,
made the initial bid of $100 per auto,
according to court records. The ve-
hicles were seized to satisfy a levy,
initiated on Hillside Auto by Mr. Furst,
and ordered for auction to satisfy the
judgment.

Judge Malone found that
Hillside’s fraud regarding the
lemon title (not a failure to dis-
close a defect in the radio) caused
$34,335 in damages,” Mr. Furst
said in a legal brief filed Septem-
ber 11. “The court added previ-
ously awarded damages of $1,404
for a total judgment of $104,411.
Interest was also added.”

According to this week’s agree-
ment, the Sheriff’s Office will re-
lease the cars upon receipt of the
$110,600 “in certified funds or
cash” to Mr. Furst along with $8,158
in fees as ordered on June 30. The
payments are due within 48 hours

of the execution of the settlement,
according to the agreement. Hill-
side Auto has an additional seven
days to pay the remaining bond of
$32,028.

The $110,600 bid by Hillside Auto’s
president Raj Srivastava at the Au-
gust 15 auction was not permitted
because Mr. Srivastava did not have a
certified check as required by sheriff
auction rules, according to court docu-
ments.

In its show cause filing on August
21, Hillside Auto said the sale of the
vehicles to Mr. Coon for $300 would
have caused the dealership “irrepa-
rable harm.”

Mr. Furst, in his brief dated August
21, said Hillside “failed to show ir-
reparable harm.”

“Harm is irreparable if it cannot be
redressed adequately by monetary
damages,” the brief stated. “A trial
court must consider the adequacy of
money damages.”

He also referred to the statement as
“[a] bald, conclusory statement, un-
supported by any facts, [and it] is
inadequate to meet the burden of ir-
reparable harm.”

League of Women Voters, SP
Times Plan Candidates Forum

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The League
of Women Voters (LOWV) and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times are
working on details with TV34 and the
local Democratic and Republican
party leaders to schedule the tradi-
tional Candidates Forum. Three town-
ship council seats in Scotch Plains
are up for grabs in the November 7
general election.

Similarly, discussions will begin
this week for arranging a candidates
forum in Fanwood to air on TV35.
Two borough council seats are up for
election in Fanwood.

Ken Lipstein is the chair of the
Democratic Party of Scotch Plains
and William McClintock chairs the
Scotch Plains Republican Party. As
of press time, negotiations have
stalled on a mutually acceptable
date.

Democrats have proposed No-
vember 1 for the forum, but Repub-
licans object, saying the date is too
late to appear in newspapers or air
on TV34.

Both party leaders said the candi-
dates have busy work schedules,
which complicates the setting of a
mutually acceptable date for the fo-
rum.

The forums for both Scotch Plains
and Fanwood will be held in the eve-
nings at the respective municipal
buildings, and the public is invited to

attend.
They are to be moderated by Fred

Rossi of The Times and follow pro-
cedures in accordance with the
LOWV, represented by Merry
Wisler. The public is invited to sub-
mit topics for discussion to the news-
paper in advance for consideration
along with topics proposed by the
candidates, the newspaper and
LOWV. The public is asked submit
their questions by e-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

The newspaper and the LOWV will
compile the questions and organize
the script details for the forum. The
candidates are advised of the general
topics in advance of the forum, al-
though the specific questions are not
provided to them.

At stake in Scotch Plains are three
township council seats, each for four-
year terms. Councilwoman Nancy
Malool (R), Councilwoman Carolyn
Sorge (R) and Rich Duthie (R) are
opposed by Neal LeStrange (D),
Kevin Glover (D) and Jeffrey Strauss
(D).

In Fanwood, two borough council
seats, each for three-year terms, are
to be chosen by the voters. Council-
woman Donna Dolce (D) and David
Valian (D) are opposed by Richard
Alber (R) and Andrew MacDonald
(R).

Detailed information on the candi-
dates is available online at
www.goleader.com/06election.

SP Council Expects Development
Of New Soccer Fields by 2008

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks said Tuesday night that the
township was “on the precipice” of
securing two or three new soccer fields
at the county-owned Sevell Ponde-
rosa property on Cooper Road, with
development to take place next year
so that the fields will be available for
play in 2008.

The township has negotiated with
the county about using portions of
the 22-acre property for recreational
purposes. During the summer, an
advisory committee recommended
developing ballfields and a senior-
citizens center on the property,
which was purchased by the county
in 2003. The recreation options
arose after the county’s plans to

develop the site into a children’s
zoo were scrapped after neighbor-
hood opposition.

The mayor made his remarks at the
beginning of the council’s regular
meeting, during which Jim Fawcett,
president of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Soccer Association, pre-
sented a check for $1,550 to the town-
ship rescue squad.

In May, the league, as part of its
Golden Goal program, had pledged
to donate $5 per goal scored during
its four-week travel league season.
Mr. Fawcett told the council that
155 goals had been scored by 92
different players; combined with
private donations, the per-goal
pledge increased to about $10. Each
player who scored a goal during the
pledge drive was presented with a

certificate by the soccer associa-
tion.

In other business, the council gave
final approval to a $362,000 bond
ordinance that will finance the pur-
chase of the western half of the Coo-
per Road island, which will be re-
zoned so that the entire two-acre par-
cel in the middle of Cooper Road will
be off-limits to development of any
kind.

The $350,000 purchase is part of
the settlement of a lawsuit filed in
March against the Zoning Board of
Adjustment by HUB Realty LLC,
whose application to build a single-
family home on the property was
unanimously denied by the board late
last year.

The township decided to pur-
chase the property after its legal
advisors raised concerns that a
judge could overturn the zoning
board’s decision and allow a house
to be built. The eastern half of the
island is already owned by the
township and is zoned as a conser-
vation zone.

The council also approved a set
of ordinances required to bring
Scotch Plains further into compli-
ance with federal and state
stormwater management regula-
tions. The six proposed ordinances
address litter control, the improper
disposal of waste and the proper
disposal of pet waste and container-
ized yard waste while also estab-
lishing a yard-waste collection pro-
gram and prohibiting illicit connec-
tions to the municipal storm sewer
system.

The regulations are designed to curb
contamination of ground water, wa-
terways and the ocean that results
from activities such as lawn fertiliz-
ing, walking pets, changing motor oil
and littering.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said the new regulations mean resi-
dents would not be able to place leaves
for pickup into the street more than
seven days prior to a scheduled
pickup. She also said leaves could not
be placed less than 10 feet from a
storm sewer.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance to raise the fees it charges to
organizations wanting to hold
raffles. The fee is presently $20,
with $10 going to the state and $10
staying in township coffers. On
October 1, the state is increasing
its share of the fee to $20, and
Councilman Frank Rossi said it
has been “quite a while since there
has been any increase in the town’s
portion,” which will likewise rise
to $20, making for a $40 overall
charge. A public hearing on the
ordinance will be held on Tuesday,
October 10.


