
Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

OUR 116th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 39-2006 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, September 28, 2006USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
NATIONAL NEWS...CBS Network News films a video clip featuring Tom Kean, Jr.’s run for U.S. Senate at the Westfield
fire station last Friday. Mr. Kean was interviewed at his Westfield home by news anchor Kate Couric earlier in the week,
and her production aired last Friday night on CBS national news. Pictured, left to right, are: Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly,
Mr. Kean and Westfield Councilwomen Vicki Kimmins and Jo Ann Neylan.

Westfield Historical Society Begins Fundraising
Campaign for Reeve House Preservation Project

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PRESERVATION RENOVATION...The Westfield Historical Society has embarked on a fundraising effort to raise money to
preserve the Reeve House on Mountain Avenue. It plans to use the house as a home for its archives and as a history resource center.
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By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society discussed the be-
ginning of a $1.8-million fundraising
effort to preserve Mountain Avenue’s
Reeve House, the future home of the
society’s archives, last Thursday.

While the project is still in the
beginning phase, design committee
chairman Karrie Hanson said upon
completion of the project the house
should provide a home for the group
and its archives, become a history
resource center and also become a
place for the community to work with
schools and other organizations in
the greater Westfield area.

Historic architect Margaret Westfield
said they plan “to take the preservation
approach, as opposed to restoration.”
Many of the late Edgar Reeve’s decora-
tions, such as the landscaping, will be
maintained to keep with the appeal of
the house. The society plans to partner
with the Westfield Garden Club and
Rake & Hoe to create new gardens that
will entertain visitors before they enter
the house and will encourage people to
walk to the site, as parking will be
limited.

Fundraising efforts are underway
with drafted brochures and letters.
The historical society hopes to in-
volve businesses, contractors and
banks in the project, as well as mem-
bers of the community. The goal of
$1.8 million has been scaled back
from the $3.3-million goal that was
proposed in December of 2004.

Sherry Cronin, society vice presi-
dent of community relations, said the

society found the previous goal was
“a little aggressive,” but she said that
there is a possibility that the organi-
zation will outdo its current goal,
thanks to a “great leadership team”
and enthusiasm for the project.

The small building adjacent to the
house will be temperature and humid-
ity controlled and will be a safe place to
store archives, society officials said.
Features of the Reeve house should

include a reception space and gift shop,
formal dining room and updated
kitchen. On the second floor the society
envisions a new oral history center that
would provide a resource as to how one
would go about restoring his or her
home and would include archive pho-
tos so residents could catch a glimpse
of the past by seeing what their houses
looked like in previous years.
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
RUN FOR IT...Westfield High School junior cornerback Eddie Simmons made
three interceptions in the Blue Devils’ football game against the Kearny Kardinals
last Friday, tying a WHS record. Westfield beat the Kardinals, 23-6.

Deputy Commissioner Rules
Hillcrest Lease Ends June ’07

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — State Deputy
Commissioner of Education Isaac
Bryant decided last Tuesday that the
Union County Educational Services
Commission (UCESC) must leave the
Lincoln School facility at 728
Westfield Avenue by June 30, 2007.

The decision follows a ruling by
State Administrative Law Judge
Caridad Rigo, who ruled against the
Westfield Board of Education’s ef-
fort to terminate the lease effective
October 1. The BOE wanted to re-
move Hillcrest following the arrests
of four Hillcrest students and other
instances in the surrounding neigh-
borhoods last spring.

According to the synopsis released
by the Bureau of Controversies and
Disputes, “Holding that the commis-
sioner did have jurisdiction over the
matter, the deputy commissioner or-
dered Westfield to renew the disputed
lease for the 2006-07 school year.”

“However, the deputy commis-
sioner also directed the County Su-
perintendent of Schools (Carmen
Centuolo) to monitor and facilitate
the (Union County) ESC’s efforts to
find a new location for 2007-08, and
(directed) the ESC to adopt and en-
force policies to ensure adequate su-
pervision of its students during the
remaining term of the 2006-07 lease,”
the document states.

In the text of the decision, Mr.
Bryant directs that the Union County
Superintendent of Schools shall also

“provide such assistance as neces-
sary, including but not limited to guid-
ing the ESC’s navigation of Depart-
ment approval processes, so as to
facilitate transition of the ESC pro-
grams to a new location and avoid
needless delays.”

The decision also “cautions” the
UCESC – “and all boards and agen-
cies providing public educational ser-
vices – that a party acts at its peril in
negotiating a lease based on ‘a hand-
shake and a gentleman’s agreement’
rather than clear, written contractual
terms…”

William Petrino, UCESC superin-
tendent, told The Westfield Leader,
“The outcome is what I thought it
ought to have been.” He also said the
UCESC is actively seeking alterna-
tive facilities “everywhere – even in
Westfield, if possible.”

As to whether the district will ap-
peal the decision to remove Hillcrest
from the facility sooner, Westfield
Superintendent of Schools William
Foley said, “I don’t think so. There
should be no presumption that they
(UCESC) will not be out (of the school
by June 30, 2007).”

Westfield Resident Sue Hopper,
who lives adjacent to the facility, told
The Leader, “We would have liked to
have seen the decision reversed and a
firm termination date set however,
she (the commissioner) did include
some of our exceptions in her deci-
sion so we won a small victory.”

“We are hoping that the UCESC
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Council Introduces Second
Part to Fence Ordinance

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During a 15-minute
meeting Tuesday, the council intro-
duced a new fence ordinance and
granted an easement to PSE&G.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said in his Code Review and
Town Property Committee report that
the newest effort to protect construc-
tion sites is requiring a six-foot
chainlink fence.

Requiring fencing around sites co-
incides with the town’s “good-neigh-
bor policy,” Mr. Foerst said.

The ordinance “brings into confor-
mity our land-use ordinance,” which
restricts fence height to four feet in
front yards, he said.

At last week’s council conference
session, Mr. Foerst said, “The con-

struction official is looking at every
new application to determine if a
fence is needed.”

Also at last week’s meeting, Robert
Nehring addressed the council con-
cerning the fencing issue. Specifically
mentioning a project on Central Av-
enue where the site is not fenced in but
instead taped along the sidewalk pe-
rimeter, he said, “My understanding
is that there is no set time for when that
fence needs to go up.

“If it doesn’t go up before the demo-
lition begins, then that puts at risk
pedestrian safety, which is why we
have the chainlink fence requirement.
The ordinance won’t mean anything
if when you put the fence up is a
variable,” he added.

Engineer Ken Marsh said the “base-
ment of the building is actually under
the sidewalk, so some of the sidewalk
has to come out. You can’t put the
fence there until that’s all done. Con-
struction official Steve Freedman is
out there every day monitoring
progress. Getting the debris out is the
main thing. As soon as that’s done,
the fence will go up.”

Attorney Bob Cockren responded
that the idea of the town “subjec-
tively enforcing” its fencing ordi-
nance is “not accurate.”

“It’s not in a state of flux. In circum-
stances of complete construction and
demolition of sites, there shall be fenc-
ing, period. You’re going to enclose
the perimeter of the property,” he said.

He said, “Where the discretion of
[putting up] a fence is [vested in the

construction official] – and it is a pub-
lic health and safety test that is em-
ployed – is when it is less than a site.”

For example, he said, if there is a
need to dig into the ground to put up
a kitchen or addition, the decision of
whether it is appropriate to erect a
fence “is vested in the construction
official on a case-by-case basis to
determine if the nature of that site
requires some sort of fencing. If
there’s a complete demolition, there
will be a fence.”

He said the decision to not require
fencing on Central Avenue “goes to
the circumstances of the logistics of
the site and whether or not the actual
removal of the building can occur
based upon the fact that you’re on that
road and getting the equipment in and
out of the site. In that single instance,
he (Mr. Freedman) made a public
health and safety determination that
it couldn’t occur.”

In other business at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, the council granted an easement
to PSE&G. Robert Gibbs, PSE&G’s
manager of corporate properties, pre-
sented the council with a $75,000
check, which is in addition to the
$10,000 earmarked for tree replant-
ing. This “completes the second half
of the transaction,” Westfield Town
Administrator Jim Gildea said.

In November 2005, the planning
board granted PSE&G permission to
upgrade its existing substation by re-
placing the electrical transformers
with two new high-capacity trans-
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Garwood Gets Set for
Halloween Celebrations

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil met Tuesday to discuss plans for
autumn and asked residents for a pa-
tience with current projects.

As the borough prepares for fall
events, the Celebrations Committee
announced its Halloween house-deco-
rating contest. Bruce Paterson, a resi-
dent and member of the committee,
spoke on the group’s behalf and an-
nounced that this year’s awards would
be for the “scariest” house, “most
unique” house, “Festive Fall” and
“Honor-Boo” mention.

Yet not all attendants were in cel-
ebration spirits Tuesday night. Resi-
dent Kitty Madara brought up the
borough’s Senior Citizen Handyman
Repair Program, expressing distress
over a lack of communication and her
repair process that has received “little
results” and, as she described, “fewer
answers.” The program provides low-
income seniors with professional
home repairs, such as a leaky faucet,
electrical work or carpentry.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy defended
the program, saying that these difficul-
ties are to be expected with the program
as they have just hired a new worker.

“It’s a new program for us; unfor-
tunately we are in that transition pe-
riod,” the mayor said. “There may be
a few kinks that we need to work out.”

Questions directed towards the po-
lice department included possible dan-
ger at the King’s supermarket parking

lot, as one resident explained that he
often sees motorists turning into the
lot from the exit ramp, which could
cause a possible head-on collision.

Police Chief William Legg said
this was the first time that the concern
was expressed to him and it will be
looked into.

Dennis Clark expressed concern over
recent automobile thefts in town. Chief
Legg said that while the police depart-
ment is aware of the stolen car inci-
dents, he could not go into further de-
tail, as it is an ongoing investigation.

The council discussed the major
renovation taking place on the 100
block of 2nd Avenue. Borough Engi-
neer Donald Guarriello addressed con-
cerns about the effects the curbing will
have on the trees. Of his choice to plate
them, he said that by doing so trees
would have more room to grow with-
out causing damage to their roots. By
doing this, “We can leave those 100-
year-old trees up there,” he said.

During the regular council meet-
ing, the governing body introduced a
$50,000 bond ordinance for repairs
to be done to the gabion walls for
conservation and containment in the
Garwood Brook on Willow Avenue.

Mayor McCarthy made proclama-
tions for Fire Prevention Week on
October 8 to 14 and Domestic Vio-
lence Month for October.

Garwood will participate in a Tie-
a-Ribbons breast cancer awareness
campaign, in which participants tie
pink ribbons throughout the borough.

Legal Agreement Pulls $300 Car
Purchase, Accepts $110,600 Bid

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

HILLSIDE – The $300 purchase of
three luxury autos by the stepson of
Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
has been withdrawn and replaced with
a $110,600 bid by a Hillside car deal-
ership to purchase back its three cars
as per a tentative agreement reached
by attorneys earlier this week and ob-
tained by The Westfield Leader.

The cars were ordered auctioned to
satisfy a $142,628 judgment by State
Superior Court Judge John Malone in
February against Hillside Auto for vio-
lating the state’s “lemon law” as per
the New Jersey Consumer Fraud Act.

Judge Malone, in a bench decision
issued last December, found Hillside
Auto failed to disclose a defective
radio in a 2003 Mercedes-Benz E500
purchased by Christopher Coon, Sher-
iff Froehlich’s stepson, from Hillside
for $49,500 in July of 2004.

Hillside Auto, through its attorney
Patrick Toscano of Nutley, referred to
the broken radio as a “very simple
defect” in its show cause order, which
was withdrawn last week.

During an auction conducted Au-
gust 15 at Sevell’s Auto Body in
Westfield, Mr. Coon was awarded a
BMW E530i, a Porsche 911 and a
Volvo XC90 for the default cost of

$300 after a second bidder declined
to purchase the vehicles at the auc-
tion. Hillside Auto appealed Judge
Malone’s original decision on June 6.

Henry Furst, Mr. Coon’s attorney,
made the initial bid of $100 per auto,
according to court records. The ve-
hicles were seized to satisfy a levy,
initiated on Hillside Auto by Mr. Furst,
and ordered for auction to satisfy the
judgment.

Judge Malone found that Hillside’s
fraud regarding the lemon title (not a
failure to disclose a defect in the radio)
caused $34,335 in damages,” Mr. Furst
said in a legal brief filed September 11.
“The court added previously awarded
damages of $1,404 for a total judgment
of $104,411. Interest was also added.”

According to this week’s agreement,
the Sheriff’s Office will release the cars
upon receipt of the $110,600 “in certi-
fied funds or cash” to Mr. Furst along
with $8,158 in fees as ordered on June
30. The payments are due within 48
hours of the execution of the settle-
ment, according to the agreement. Hill-
side Auto has an additional seven days
to pay the remaining bond of $32,028.

The $110,600 bid by Hillside Auto’s
president Raj Srivastava at the August
15 auction was not permitted because
Mr. Srivastava did not have a certified
check as required by sheriff auction
rules, according to court documents.

In its show cause filing on August
21, Hillside Auto said the sale of the
vehicles to Mr. Coon for $300 would
have caused the dealership “irrepa-
rable harm.”

Mr. Furst, in his brief dated August
21, said Hillside “failed to show ir-
reparable harm.”

“Harm is irreparable if it cannot be
redressed adequately by monetary
damages,” the brief stated. “A trial
court must consider the adequacy of
money damages.”

He also referred to the statement as
“[a] bald, conclusory statement, un-
supported by any facts, [and it] is
inadequate to meet the burden of ir-
reparable harm.”

WF Board of Ed. to Form
Bond ‘Steering Committee’

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation announced Tuesday night that
a “bond steering committee” is being
formed to publicize the proposed $9.4-
million bond referendum that will go
before voters on January 23.

School officials said the panel
would promote the bond issue over
the next four months and would em-
phasize the importance of deciding
its fate at the polls.

“We want people to have access to
the whole story,” said Board Presi-
dent Anne Riegel.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley conducted a presentation
in which he outlined the referendum’s
main components. These include the
creation of a central kindergarten fa-
cility at the district’s Lincoln School,
renovations and additions at Roosevelt
Intermediate School and window re-
placement at Edison Intermediate
School.

First focusing on the $3.2-million
Roosevelt component, Mr. Foley said
the bond would fund stairwell and
corridor renovations, enclosing the
building’s “breezeway” for security,
as well as “bumping out” to create
more library and cafeteria space.

“We’re dealing with a main build-
ing that’s 80 years old,” he said. “The
problem is not getting any better.”

He said “projected” enrollment in-
creases and “cramped” quarters that
have been “a constant source of com-
plaint.”

Regarding the $200,000 Edison
component, Mr. Foley said the idea is
to replace about 75 second-floor win-
dows that date back to the late 1950s.
He said there wasn’t enough money
left in the previous bond referendum
to replace these windows about eight
years ago.

Mr. Foley also discussed the “larger
portion” of the referendum – about
$6 million – to create an “early child-
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