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NJ Artist W. Carl Burger
Showcases ‘Mixed Bag’

COUNTY – Newark Academy’s
Elizabeth McGraw Arts Center will
showcase an art exhibit by New Jer-
sey artist W. Carl Burger, entitled
“Mixed Bag,” until September 30.
The exhibit will include paintings,
drawings and collages.

W. Carl Burger has established a
reputation in the art world in water-
color, which he sees as extremely
spontaneous and fluid. He is also
intrigued by the black-and-white
medium of pencil and graphite. Many
of these drawings are inlaid with
bronze powder, while the collages
are interspersed with found materials
and small personal drawings imbed-
ded in the pieces.

Mr. Burger was a professor of fine
arts at Kean University in Union
from 1961 to 1993. He is a former
president of the Associated Artists
of New Jersey and has been very
active in many of the community art
groups in the metro area, such as the

Somerset Art Association and the
New Jersey Center for the Visual
Arts in Summit.

His work has been displayed at
many New Jersey museums, includ-
ing the Newark Museum, the
Hunterdon Museum and the Noyes
Museum in Oceanville, and a signifi-
cant body of his work is in the perma-
nent collection of the Morris Mu-
seum.

In spring 2007, he will exhibit at
Rider University in Lawrenceville and
at the Butler Institute of American
Art in Youngstown, Ohio.

The McGraw Gallery is located
in the center of the Elizabeth B.
McGraw Arts Center at Newark
Academy, 91 South Orange Av-
enue, in Livingston. The gallery is
open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday
to Friday; appointments can also
be made. For more information,
call  (973) 992-7000 or visit
www.newarka.edu.

County to Host Annual
Arts & Healing Conference
ELIZABETH – Union County’s

third annual Arts and Healing Con-
ference “Language and the Mind: An
Arts & Well Being Initiative,” spon-
sored by the Mental Health Associa-
tion of Union County, the Board of
Chosen Freeholders and Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, will
take place Friday, November 3, from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Hilton
Hotel, 1170 Spring Street (Route
One), Elizabeth.

Pre-registration is required. The fee
for pre-registration (and students with
current I.D.) is $80 per person, which
includes a continental breakfast,
lunch, snacks and all materials. Reg-
istration on the day of the conference
is $95.

There will be two morning keynote
presenters: Dr. Sayantani DasGupta
of Columbia University’s Program in
Narrative Medicine, and Cheryl
Hulteen, associate director and mas-
ter artist at Artsgenesis, Inc., and
speaker on the role of the arts in
healing, multiple intelligences, dif-
ferentiated learning and the role of
creativity in literacy.

Ms. Hulteen is also an actress, play-
ing the role of Winifred on ABC’s
“All My Children.”

The conference features six con-
current workshop sessions that are
offered in the morning and afternoon.
The workshops will explore how lan-
guage is a successful strategy in work-

ing with well-aging, healing trauma,
serving people with special needs,
aiding children in schools, restoring
mental health/treating substance
abuse and conquering compassion
fatigue.

There also will be a panel discus-
sion, “Vision of the Future,” with
experts about programs in language
and healing, moderated by Martin
Farawell, associate poetry director
for the Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry
Program.

Poet William Higginson will mod-
erate the Poetry Café open reading.
Attendees are urged to bring their
favorite healing poems to read.

Networking opportunities will al-
low participants to share informa-
tion with peers in the statewide arts
and healing community. Attendees
are encouraged to bring flyers and
brochures to share at the resource
table.

To request a registration brochure
or get more information, write the
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
New Jersey 07202, or call (908) 558-
2550 (NJ Relay users should dial
711) or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

The event is funded in part by grants
from the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, Department of State, and a
partner agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts and the free-
holder board.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 & 1/2 popcorns

If you thought the film noir store
closed somewhere between 1948 and
1953, wait until you get a load of
Hollywoodland, a speculative look at
the death and times of TV Superman
George Reeves. It’s got everything
but Robert Mitchum and Jane Greer.

Atmosphere pervades, but the vari-
etal somber moods, while exquisite in
defining time, place and degree of des-
peration, never overshadow the story.

Director Allen Coulter, working
from an intelligent script by Paul
Bernbaum, tries something quite dif-
ficult and sticks with it. It’s called not
pandering to the easy-solution crowd.

He starts with an enigma, namely
Mr. Reeves’s suspicious demise in
1959. Then he artistically showcases
the competing theories in a splendid
to and fro juggle of flashbacks. But
he claims no breakthrough. Instead,
he makes his mystery the occasion
for a melancholic metaphor of the
unexplainable, the daunting and the
forlorn.

But don’t be glum…well, at least
not so completely. Remember, some-
where at the end of every film noir
tunnel there is a vague promise of
light. Plus, there’s lots of derring-do
here, a couple of neat twists and some
truly great character sketches.

OK, so it’s not quite L.A. Confiden-
tial (1997). But truth be told,
Hollywoodland is only a few, albeit
long, blocks away.

Emblematic of the aura is Adrian
Brody as Louis Simo, a hardboiled
shamus in the best Chandleresque
tradition. In other words, he’s down
on his luck. He has just one sleazy
client, operates out of a cheesy apart-
ment complex and his girlfriend/sec-
retary is probably cheating on him.

Divorced, his attempts to bond with
little sonny boy fail. In short, he’s just
got to win something. So when George
Reeves’s aggrieved Mom (Lois Smith
as Helen Bessolo) arrives in Holly-
wood to challenge what is being
termed a suicide, he gets his opportu-
nity, and then some.

Counterpoised at the other end of
the spectrum, spectacularly conceived
by Ben Affleck, Reeves is a soul
suffering from angst of another color.
The two will never meet…at least not
in person.

In fact, prior to Reeves’s death,
Simo had only slight cognizance of
the B actor who finally made his
mark as Superman. Still, they share a
few things, like vanity, a search for
purpose and a haunting fear of alien-
ation.

The plot template is familiar but

Hollywoodland:
Some Hot Property

purposeful. It’s the search for redemp-
tion via the examination and hopeful
vindication of another life. And Brody
does it great, furrow in his fraught
brow all the way.

A mirror to the human condition,
Affleck’s superbly mimicked Man of
Steel wants more. He started out great
guns, a small part in Gone With the
Wind (1939). But after war service, it
was pretty much bit parts and B mov-
ies. That is, until he hit New York and
the emerging small screen. And then
that isn’t enough.

There’s an interesting psychologi-
cal conjecture in this regard, por-
trayed through the acting out of Lou
Simo’s despondent son, Evan (Zach
Mills). How could Superman kill him-
self? Sure, sure, he understands that
Reeves was an actor. But still…

The gumshoe dad has a different
take on it. Lou’s world isn’t torn asun-
der by the apparent suicide. There are
no heroes…only the strong and the
weak. It’s something unhappily
learned from his Dad’s example,
whom he saw as the latter. He expects
the worst from mankind. Thus, his
theories.

Which brings us to the ladies in
Reeves’s life. First, there’s Toni
Mannix, the influential older woman
and, er, patron. Sensationally exacted
by Diane Lane, her hubby is movie
mogul Eddie Mannix (Bob Hoskins).
You don’t have to be a pharmacist to
know the combination is a prescrip-
tion for disaster.

And just in case it wasn’t a jealous
Mannix (either one) who proved to be
Superman’s Kryptonite, add fiancee
Leonore Lemmon (Robin Tunney) to
the messy mix. In the parlance, who
knows, maybe she was bored?

Naturally, the felt-brimmed boys
downtown don’t want any part of
Simo’s apple cart-upsetting, can of
worms-opening hypotheses. Why
bother? Aside from some bad blood
that already exists, they don’t like the
conscience that Lou’s dredging stimu-
lates.

Don’t anticipate any truly hard an-
swers here, just as you wouldn’t ex-
pect like works to inform who really
killed JFK, Jimmy Hoffa or Abraham
Lincoln, for that matter. Traipsing
compellingly through the black hole
of human relations, Hollywoodland
is merely a respectful nod to that part
in all of us that shouldn’t be lost to
history.

* * * *
Hollywoodland, rated R, is a Focus

Features release directed by Allen
Coulter and stars Adrien Brody, Diane
Lane and Ben Affleck. Running time:
126 minutes.

Since 1934Since 1934

Presenting our 2006 - 2007 Season ! 

Comedy, Pathos and Mystery !
Show 1 - “The Cemetery Club”

A Comedy by Ivan Menchell

October 7, *13, 14, *20,  21,  27,  28   All tickets  $15

Show 2 - “Angel Street”
A Drama by Patrick Hamilton

January 6, *12, 13, 19, 20   All tickets  $15

Show 3 - “The Lion in Winter”
A Dramatic Comedy by James Goldman

March 3, *9, 10, *16, 17, 23, 24    All tickets  $15

Show 4 - “Rumors”
A Comedy by Neil Simon

May 5, *11, 12, 18, 19     All tickets  $15

���� Benefit Nights – tickets from sponsoring organization

All Shows at 8PM    Call for Season Tickets:  908-232-9568

All 4 shows for $45
1000 North Avenue, West    Westfield, NJ  07090

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department

of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment of the Arts, through a grant administered

by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affair

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth Painter’s

Contagious Drama Workshop 

 

ACT OUT! 

Children’s Acting Classes 
Weekday classes for ages 4 and up 

Theatre Games, Creative Dramatics, 

Improvisation, Character Study, Monologues 

and Scene Work 

Now Enrolling for Fall Session 
 
 
 

PRIVATE COACHING  

also available 

 
The Presbyterian Church of Westfield 

Beth Painter, 

certified teacher & actress 

For more info.& to enroll, call:        

(917) 836-3740 

Or, visit www.contagiousdrama.com 

American History Comes
To Life at Harvest Festival

HARVEST MOON…The 25th annual Union County Harvest Festival will be held on
Sunday, September 24, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine, at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center. The Harvest Festival is a celebration of colonial and Native
American life featuring music, dancing, crafts, food and fun for the whole family.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The 25th an-
nual Union County Harvest Festival
will take place on Sunday, September
24, at Trailside Nature and Science
Center located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside.

Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Union County Department of Parks,
Recreation and Facilities, the festival
will be held from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
rain or shine.

The Harvest Festival sends visitors
back in time to bring Native Ameri-
can and colonial history to life. Ron
LeHew, the town crier, will keep
things in perspective as he makes his
rounds announcing the news and
events of the day.

Frank Thorne will stroll around the
festival grounds in costume, spinning
tales of history. Other highlights in-
clude: a Revolutionary War encamp-
ment, Native American dancing plus
a lodge and artifact display, colonial
and Native American crafts and work
skills, a petting zoo, pony rides, but-
ter churning, cutting silhouettes, tin
piercing, basket making, log sawing
and shingle splitting.

Tom and Maryann Tucker will en-
tertain children of all ages with the
cast of Tuckers’ Tales Puppet Theatre.
Another popular activity will be the
Build a Scarecrow Contest, which re-

quires a nominal fee for participation.
At this year’s Harvest Festival, visi-

tors will have the opportunity to see
and hear several instrumental and
vocal performances. The bluegrass
band String Fever will perform, An-
drew Roblin will sing and use all
manner of stringed instruments, Kurt
Gallagher will sing for children and
the Rahway Valley Jerseyaires will
weave barbershop melodies.

Vendors will sell a variety of food on
site, such as corn on the cob, sweet
potato fries, shrimp in a basket, barbe-
cue, kettle corn, fish and chips, ice cream,
funnel cake, Italian ices, hamburgers
and freshly squeezed lemonade.

The 25th annual Union County
Harvest Festival will be held rain or
shine. Admission is $3 per person,
with children ages seven and younger
admitted free of charge.

Additional information can be ob-
tained by calling (908) 789-3670, or
by visiting www.ucnj.org.

WF’s Tinfow Receives
Ruth Vincent Award
WESTFIELD –Westfield resident

Alexandra Tinfow was presented with
the Ruth Vincent award for outstand-
ing orchestra musician at the annual
All-City Elementary School Concert.
As concertmaster of the orchestra,
she played a fast solo in “Rock Around
the Clock.” She was also principle
trombone of the All-City band and a
member of the All-City Chorus.

Alexandra appeared earlier this year
playing “Spring” from Vivaldi’s “Four
Seasons” at the Northside Elemen-
tary Concert. This past season, she
was assistant concertmaster of the
New Jersey Youth Symphony’s Jun-
ior Strings Orchestra.

She studies violin with James
Gaskill of Westfield. Another of Mr.
Gaskill’s students, Mathew Leong,
was awarded outstanding senior mu-
sician at Westfield High School.
Alexandra will attend Edison Inter-
mediate School next year in the Gifted
and Talented program.

Benford to Unveil Book
On Princess Diana’s Death

MOUNTAINSIDE — Timothy
Benford, author and Mountainside
resident, will introduce his new novel,
“To Kill A Princess: The Diana Plot,”
at the Mountainside Public Library on
Thursday, September 21, at 7:30 p.m.

His new book examines conspiracy
theories in the death of Princess Diana.
Released on the ninth anniversary of
her death, the novel poses the ques-
tion: accident or murder? Though a
fictional story, the plot unfolds si-
multaneously with real events and
actual dialog from the last five years
of Diana’s life.

“It’s really like reading two books
at once,” Mr. Benford said. “One is
the novel, the other relates factual
incidents in Diana’s life, and the fic-
tion keeps pace with those real events.
I’ve taken great pains not to have the
fiction cross over into the facts and
vice versa.”

A former newspaperman and maga-
zine editor, Mr. Benford’s eight pub-
lished works include: the nonfiction
“World War II Quiz & Fact” books,
“World War II Flashback,” “Pearl
Harbor Amazing Facts!,” “The Space
Program Q&F Book,” “The Royal

Family Q&F Book,” the true crime
“Righteous Carnage” (the List mur-
ders in Westfield), and novels,
“Hitler’s Daughter” and “The
Ardennes Tapes.”

His works have been translated into
French, Spanish and Polish, made
into movies, television documenta-
ries, CDs, used in trivia games and
have been book club selections. He
also contributes articles on travel,
history, antique cars, politics, coins
and crime to the New York Times
syndication, Associated Press, Travel
& Leisure, Caribbean Travel & Life;
American Legion, New Jersey
Monthly and more than a dozen other
publications in the U.S., Canada and
Australia.

After the program, copies of the
book will be available for purchase
and may be signed by the author.

The Friends of the Mountainside
Public Library sponsor this program,
which is free and open to all. To
reserve a seat, please call to register at
(908) 233-0115 or visit the
Mountainside Public Library at Con-
stitution Plaza during regular library
hours.

Alexandra Tinfow

HERE AT THE RIGHT TIME…Westfield Leader reporter Linda Condrillo gets
an autograph from Josh Ritter after his recent New York City concert at the South
Street Seaport. The next local gig for Mr. Ritter is September 29 at the Roseland
Ballroom where he will support Jamie Cullum.

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The story of the folk singer usually
begins at home. It’s a kind of roman-
tic idea of the small-town troubadour
capturing audio snapshots of his home
and taking them out into the world.

For Idaho’s Josh Ritter, the story
goes in many directions. His music
shows where he came from, but it also
moves both internally and globally. He
rides the strength of his lyrics, which at
times are truly awe-inspiring poetry,
and smart instrumental arrangements
on his latest effort, The Animal Years.

“Idaho” is a quiet, for-all-intents-
and-purposes a-capella tribute to his
home state, and his memories evoke
some of his best prose: “Out at sea for
seven years I got your letter in Tangier/
Thought that I’d been on a boat ’til
that single word you wrote/That single
word it landlocked me/Turned the
masts to cedar trees and the winds to
gravel roads/Idaho oh Idaho.”

The gentle “In the Dark” draws out
the best of Ritter’s voice – it’s comfort-
ing with just a hint of a gravelly kick,
and it smoothly wraps itself around the
song’s quietly catchy melody.

Profound resignation hangs over the
gloomy “One More Mouth” – “You
act like you don’t need nobody else/
You dance like you don’t need nobody
else/And all the other moths need light/
To circle round while you just fly/
Around yourself.” It’s one of those
oddly comforting melancholy songs
that somehow expresses the deepest
sorrow in both words and music.

On “Girl in the War” and the nearly
10-minute epic “Thin Blue Flame,”
Ritter blends political consciousness
with religious imagery to comment on
the state of the world (note twin refer-
ences to Laurel and Hardy – an inter-
esting double mention). A lilting man-
dolin-esque line drives the former, and
weighty guitar and drum rhythms build
an impatient pulse for the latter.

“Thin Blue Flame” is clearly the
pièce de résistance of The Animal
Years; unfortunately, though the tone
of his vocals mirrors and continues
the crescendoing instruments, seg-
ments of impossibly wordy lyrics stilt
the flow. His passion for his message
surely comes across, but at various
points, it’s hard not to get tripped up
in verbosity – a shame, because the
rest of the song’s arch is so appropri-
ately jarring.

Like an understated Bruce
Springsteen who knows when to stop
preaching and just sing, Ritter makes
his points but doesn’t dwell on them

for the whole album. He can rue the
realities of war without making it
bigger than his music.

The bouncy “Good Man” picks up
the tempo after a more reflective part
of the set, and again, Ritter delivers
endlessly quotable lyrics over his
engaging instrumental hooks: “You’re
not a good shot but I’m worse/And
there’s so much where we ain’t been
yet/So swing up on this little horse/
The only thing we’ll hit is sunset.”

On the beautiful album closer “Here
at the Right Time,” he strips his sound
down to evocative vocals and a qui-
etly supportive piano accompaniment.

Ritter is the best kind of folk singer;
his native Idaho is everywhere, but
his poetry is as true and his music is as
welcoming as home to listeners in the
other 49 states. On the excellent
“Wolves” he finds himself “singing
without knowing the words.” You will
too.

*    *    *    *
Preview The Animal Years in its

entirety for free at joshritter.com, or
check out one of a handful of his live
shows on the Internet Archive
(archive.org/audio).

Ritter and his band are on a na-
tional tour opening for Jamie Cullum,
and they play the Roseland Ball-
room in New York City on Septem-
ber 29.

LOC Young Artist
Auditions to Be Held
WESTFIELD – The Little Opera

Company of New Jersey will hold a
second vocal audition for its Young
Artist Program for a production of
Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel,
to be staged in January 2007.

Singers, ages 10 to 18, may call
(908) 789-9696 to schedule an audi-
tion time for Sunday, September 24,
at the NJWA studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Vocalists should be prepared to
perform one classical selection that
indicates their vocal range and bring
sheet music for the accompanist. A
classic American musical selection,
such as one from Lerner and Lowe or
Rodgers and Hammerstein, should
be memorized. Those interested in a
principal role may pick up a short
selection from the opera, available at
NJWA.

The Little Opera Company of New
Jersey is a division of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts. Log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com for
more information.
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