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Residents Question Paratransit
Safety Devices Purchase
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

ELIZABETH – Union County of-
ficials said at the Board of Chosen
Freeholders Thursday meeting that
they would not comment on whether
the purchase of safety-monitoring
devices for Paratransit vehicles were
in response to a lawsuit filed by the
family of Plainfield man who died
after falling off a Patratransit vehicle.

According to a lawsuit filed by
Patricia McCloud, the sister of Adrian
Riordan, Mr. Riordan fell off a
Paratransit bus on June 4, 2004 on
Myrtle Street in Roselle and died two
days later. The suit was filed June 5,
2006 in State Superior Court in Eliza-
beth. The county and the Paratransit
system within the Department of
Human Services have been named as
defendants in the lawsuit.

Passengers reported hearing a noise
and noticed the rear-emergency door
was open, according to a Star Ledger
article published on September 15.
Ms. McCloud charged in her suit,
obtained by The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
that the driver, Sonia Chavanne, op-
erated the bus “in a negligent, care-
less and or reckless manner.”

She said prior to his death her
brother “suffered severe and perma-
nent injuries, severe pain and loss of
life’s enjoyment” as a result of the
accident, according to the lawsuit.

At Thursday’s meeting, the free-
holders approved the $7,650 purchase
of safety-monitoring devices for
Paratransit vehicles. The new moni-
tors increased the county contract
with Chicago-based Connex Transit,
Inc. to $2,249,060.

According to county freeholder
agendas, the county entered into a
one-year contract with Connex in
December for routing scheduling,
dispatch and road operator services
for the Paratransit system.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
questioned the purchase of the new
devices: “Aren’t these vehicles al-
ready safe?”

Karen Dinsmore, assistant director
of the department of human services,
said the six new devices were “addi-
tional units we did not anticipate.”

Cranford resident and president of
the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation Tina Renna said she did not
see any reference of the incident in
past freeholder meeting agendas or
minutes. “It just showed up in a law-
suit,” she said.

When asked by Ms Renna whether
the purchase of the equipment was a
result of the lawsuit, County Counsel
Robert Barry said officials could not
comment because the matter was in
“ongoing litigation.”

Garwood resident and Republican
candidate for freeholder Patricia
Quattrocchi asked why the county pro-
moted last weekend’s MusicFest con-
cert to out-of-county residents. She
said directions were provided from
New York City on the county website.

“I am a little disturbed by this,” she
said, noting a shuttle was to stop in
residential neighborhoods. Ms.
Quattrocchi said the county’s deci-

sion “sort of boggled my mind.”
Freeholder Adrian Mapp said visi-

tors might choose to move to or do
business in the county as a result of
visiting the area to attend the concert.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he be-
lieves the county should make its
concerts available to “everyone.”

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said county employees garnered
$138,000 in donations to offset the
cost of MusicFest.

The board approved a resolution to
add $53,000 to its contract with
Hoboken-based This Is It! Produc-
tions, the MusicFest promoter, bring-
ing the total contract to $205,000.

On another matter, Mr. Paterson
said the freeholders should not offer
lifetime health benefits as part of con-
tract negotiations with county em-
ployee unions. “This year, the tax-
payers are up in arms about costs –
government costs.”

“Don’t give away the farm (by of-
fering lifetime benefits),” Mr. Pater-
son said.

Freeholder Mirabella said the ex-
change of lifetime benefits for zero
pay increases in some of the years
within employee union contracts was
done “to save money” for the county.

He said the extended benefits
“bridge the gap until when they (em-
ployees) go on Medicare.”

Freeholder Sullivan said the life-
time benefits were an example of
county officials “thinking outside of
the box.”

The board approved a five-year
contract with the sheriff’s officers
union retroactive to January 1, 2005
and running through December 31,
2009. Officers will receive salary in-
creases of 4 percent retroactive to
January 1, 2005, 5 percent each on
January 1, 2008 and January 1, 2009.

As it has done with previous con-
tracts, the board approved benefits to
retirees in the contract at a cost of
$276.77 per month for married couples
over 65 and $540 for couples under 65
or $189 for single retirees under 65.

Betty Cox of Summit, a member of
the Union County Women’s Political
Caucus, provided a list of positions
the group seeks from freeholders.
Among them include what freehold-
ers positions are on reducing prop-
erty taxes, equal pay for women and
men and affirmative action on county
advisory boards.

Ms. Cox said she is most concerned
about the equal-pay issue. “I do not
see equal pay for equal work and in
job titles (in the county),” she said.

In other business, the board hired
the law firm of Decotiis, Fitzpatrick,
Cole and Wisler of Teaneck to repre-
sent the sheriff’s office in litigation
brought by Hillside Auto Center. Hill-
side Auto challenges the auctioning
of three of its luxury vehicles for
$300 to Sheriff’s Officer Christopher
Coon, the stepson of Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich.

Hillside Auto was ordered to pay a
$142,000 judgment after it was found
guilty of selling a Mercedes with a
defective radio to Mr. Coon. A court
hearing is scheduled for tomorrow in
State Superior Court in Elizabeth.
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MEMORIES ROAR...(left, center) Rolling Thunder’s ‘Ride for Freedom XI’ pays tribute to POW’s and  MIA’s during Sunday’s event in Union County.  At right,
bikers and bystanders watch an informal ceremony at Warinanco Park in Roselle/Elizabeth before heading south for  the formal ceremony at the New Jersey Vietnam
Veterans’ Memorial in Holmdel.

Paratransit Death in 2004 Raises
Questions on Safety of System
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A passenger died in 2004 after he
tumbled out the emergency exit of a mov-
ing Union County Paratransit bus. This has
been brought to the public’s attention only
recently. It has been reported that the man,
Adrian Riordan, was heading from a psy-
chiatric rehabilitation facility in Elizabeth
to his Plainfield group home when the bus
turned onto Myrtle Street in Roselle and he
fell out onto the asphalt. Mr. Riordan, 53,
was knocked unconscious and died two
days later, according to a police report.

The suit, filed June 5, charges that the
county failed to properly maintain the
seven-passenger bus. It also accused the
driver of negligence, carelessness and
recklessness for failing to secure the door
and ensure Mr. Riordan was wearing a
seat belt. In a Star-Ledger article county
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia declined to
comment on the incident, citing a policy
barring discussion of pending litigation.

During the public comment portion of
the last freeholder meeting, I asked sev-
eral questions which the freeholders re-
fused to answer citing the same policy.

The questions I asked had to do with
public safety, not the pending litigation. I
asked: What has been done to improve the
safety and the upkeep of these buses?
What has been done to make sure these
helpless Paratransit passengers are safe?

Some of our most vulnerable citizens
rely on these buses. It is astounding to me
that this incident has been kept out of the
public view for over two years and still the
freeholders refuse to answer basic ques-
tions regarding public safety. Union County
Paratransit buses provide free transporta-
tion to senior citizens and residents with
disabilities. If you or a loved one depends
on this county service, I’d be very con-
cerned with the freeholders lack of ac-
countability to these Paratransit riders.

As long as the all-Democrat controlled
freeholder board can keep us at arms
length from the peoples business we are
all in danger.

Tina Renna
President, U.C. Watchdog Assn.

Cranford

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Health Department will of-
fer a free rabies clinic for cats and
dogs on Wednesday, September 27,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the
northside firehouse, located on
Senger Place across from the mu-
nicipal building.

Cats must be contained in a “cat
carrier” or a box and accompanied by
an adult able to control the animal.
The inoculation for the animal’s ini-
tial vaccination, which includes ani-
mals with an unknown vaccination
history, has a one-year duration. Sub-
sequent booster vaccinations have a
three-year duration if the animal is 6
months or older. Cat licenses will be
available at the clinic at a cost of $5 if
spayed or neutered.

“Dogs must also be accompanied
by an adult able to control the ani-

mal,” according to the press release.
Revaccination is not necessary for
three years unless the dog is under 6
months of age, thus requiring revac-
cination the subsequent year or if the
animal’s vaccination history is un-
known. Dog licenses will be avail-
able at the clinic at a cost of $6.20 if
spayed or neutered and $9.20 if not.
Dogs will be vaccinated from 7:30 to
8:30 p.m.

Pet owners are requested to have a
check or exact cash for licenses.

According to the township health
department, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Health recommends vacci-
nation every two years and the town-
ship does not issue licenses unless the
vaccination is valid for the entire li-
censing period.

For more information, call (908)
322-6700, extension no. 1-309.

ANNIVERSARY CLEARANCE
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A TULIP BY ANY OTHER NAME…Recently, Blue Tulip opened its doors in
Westfield at the site of the former Sam Goody. The business offers gifts for any
occasion from handmade cards to custom invitations and personalized gifts and
jewelry.


