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We Must Not Tolerate Politicians
With Questionable Ethics

In January 2006, Jon Corzine became
our new Governor with the promise of a
new beginning and an end to corruption in
our state. Now, only nine months into his
administration, we are faced with another
example of the corruption he promised to
eliminate. Attorney General Zulima
Farber recently left her office in disgrace.
Now Sen. Robert Menendez is under in-
vestigation for ethics violations.

Both of these individuals were ap-
pointed by Gov. Corzine. Today I looked
at Jon Corzine’s website and found that,
as a U.S. Senator, he “led the effort in
congress to crack down on corporate
abuse.” If the executives of a corporation
committed the same abuse of power as

Farber and Menendez, they would be
fired. Of course Sen. Menendez claims to
have received verbal approval from Mark
Davis of the ethics committee who con-
veniently died last October. Now Sen.
Menendez wants us to give him another
six years as a senator.

It is time the voters of New Jersey take
an active role and show our elected offi-
cials we will not tolerate politicians with
questionable ethics. On Election Day,
November 7, lets send a message to Tren-
ton that we are sick of corruption. My
vote will go to Tom Kean, Jr. We deserve
better.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Comcast Eliminates Senate Coverage
But You Can Watch it on the Internet
With parents and children returning

their thoughts again to school and educa-
tion, it seems fitting that Westfield fami-
lies be aware that our cable provider,
Comcast, stopped transmitting C-Span’s
daily coverage of the U.S. Senate to most
of its customers last May, now reserving
it as a higher tier service.

Just as a reminder for those interested
in understanding and monitoring our
people’s government, you can still watch

the U.S. Senate via the C-span website
direct connection: http://www.c-span.org.

Via that direct connection thru the C-
span website, you can also watch C-Span
III and other C-span programming, in-
cluding C-span’s “Book TV.” You can
watch live via either Real Player or Win-
dows.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

Does Community Believe in Tree
Ordinances or Circumvention?

People know that trees are a big asset. Trees add to
the beauty and quality of life in our neighborhoods.
Trees provide many environmental benefits such as
enhancing air quality, protecting from flooding, pro-
viding shade and harboring animals and birds. People
seem to feel better, more at ease – happier, when they
are amongst trees.

Trees grow slowly but continuously. Often, we
don’t notice this. Then, they age and die or become
damaged by storms or blights. This is a natural
process and maintenance is required. For the home-
owner, it’s nearly impossible, quite complex and
very expensive to have a yearly maintenance pro-
gram for trees. Often, we wait for failure of a tree
such as from a storm then action is taken. Perhaps,
this is the most practical approach in most circum-
stances.

Trees are an encumbrance and can be a major
expense to a developer or to home remodeling and
expansion. Ultimately, contractors clear-cut the prop-
erty to proceed with their work. This may be the most
practical alternative for them and the new buyer.
Constructing major foundations in locations harbor-
ing a network of tree roots is just asking for prob-
lems. The adjacent trees will likely die anyway and
become a safety hazard down the road.

Our towns have commissions to protect trees from
developmental abuse and to provide advice to con-
cerned property owners. With existing ordinances as
in Westfield, homeowners can do pretty much as
they please regarding their trees.

But, developers must follow strict procedures when
submitting plans to authorities. The Tree Preserva-
tion Commission (TPC) reviews the property and
trees on proposed developments to confirm that
standards are adhered to. The TPC may not always
agree with the developer’s plans, requiring revisions
to plans, perhaps delaying a project and limiting the
scope.

In our view, the work of the TPC is positive, the
volunteers are knowledgeable and they can be of
help to the contractor. Some developers do not agree
this to be the case.

We’ve received reports of what may be a trend in
the area. A homeowner may be selling a home to a
developer where the developer intends to tear down

the home and start over. If normal procedures are
followed whereby the developer purchases the home
then presents plans to the authorities, the size of the
new home for the tear down may be substantially
limited due to the ordinances to preserve trees.

So, the procedures become switched where an
agreement to purchase from the homeowner be-
comes contingent on the homeowner to clear-cut the
trees from the property. Then the sale is made and the
developer can proceed without TPC involvement.
The McMansion becomes enabled – perfectly legal.

There are other cases where the tree ordinances are
ignored altogether, trees are cut down and the fines,
generally modest considering the scope of a project,
are paid.

We don’t believe that such maneuvers are in the
spirit of the ordinances, nor do we believe that these
matters are necessarily good for the community. If
the community believes in the spirit of the tree
ordinances, then we recommend that the ordinances
be modified and that the circumvention be stopped.
The current ordinances and procedures aren’t work-
ing in many cases.

Also, the Tree Preservation Commission needs to
be supported. They are a citizen group, impassioned
and skilled — they will get the job done.

A developer stated that working with the commis-
sion was a positive experience and that his project
was enhanced as a result. We believe it.

The building department needs to be supported
and empowered too. We don’t want Westfield to get
the reputation with developers that all you have to do
is ignore the ordinances, and at best, there will only
be a slap on the wrist. It’s not good enough to say it
was too late to do anything about it, or that “my
people did nothing wrong.”

Developers should let their views known on this
issue as well. We’re sure their input will have many
useful points. Each year, many new homes will need
to be built, if for no other reason than to replace those
that are aged.

Planning and working together is the best way to
ensure that our communities remain the beautiful
places that they are.

Reader Calls for Comparison of
Roosevelt and Edison Schools

Your September 7 article concerning
the renovation plans of [Westfield]
Roosevelt Intermediate School scratched
the surface in explaining the need for
structural changes to that building. His-
torically in Westfield, when renovation is
proposed for one school and not others,
the issue becomes inflammatory. Bond
referenda are rejected as only the affected
population vote in the renovation’s sup-
port.

Therefore, the article’s lack of expla-
nation as to why the board of education
recommended renovation at Roosevelt
jeopardizes the chances of this
referendum’s passing. The proposed bond
would level the current differences be-
tween Roosevelt and Edison Intermedi-
ate Schools.

If a more thorough comparison be-
tween Roosevelt and Edison were pro-
vided, the article would have been more
helpful to Westfield citizens. Details such
as the difference between the age of the
schools and square footage per pupil be-

tween the two schools should have been
incorporated. How can potential voters
form an opinion with so little information
provided?

As a graduate of Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School, I saw and experienced first
hand what your article failed to detail —
the facts that would support this renova-
tion. This issue is not just about space, but
about the impact an overcrowded school
has. Efforts made to reduce bullying at
Roosevelt cannot be effective in an envi-
ronment where students are crammed into
spaces inadequate to accommodate their
number.

Thus, I would like to take this chance to
encourage all Westfield citizens to vote in
favor of the Roosevelt Intermediate
School renovation. With all students go-
ing to the same high school, it is necessary
that the quality of education in both middle
schools be more comparably humane.

Marissa Mumford
Westfield WHS ‘08

Mayor  Mahr Praises
Fanny Wood Day

This past Sunday, September 17,
Fanwood’s annual Fanny Wood Day Fes-
tival took place downtown, which was
very well attended and brought area resi-
dents out to take advantage of a wide
range of activities geared towards the
entire family. While the day was filled
with traditional street vendors and
children’s amusements - it was also a
great opportunity for residents to be up-
dated on the good things going on around
Fanwood.

There were a large number of nonprofit
agencies and community organizations
there to share their stories and activities
with the entire community. Residents had
an opportunity to see and ask me first
hand about the ongoing development hap-
pening downtown. There was a lot of
enthusiasm and support for the various
projects and I thank all those who stopped
by to chat with me.

As mayor, I want to extend a special
thank you to those who volunteered their
time and energy over the last several
months to ensure the day was a complete
success. Thanks to the committee made
up of Jennifer Ricci, the co-chair, Pam
Sayles, Pat Plante, Don Wussler, Bruce
Zakarin,Lynn Sorf, Phyllis Mirabella,
Linda Caminiti, Clint Dickson, Joe
Higgins and Joan Wheeler who acted as
council liaisons.

Mayor Colleen Mahr,
Fanwood

Stop the Subdivision Madness in
Westfield; It’s Driven by Greed

The character of established neighbor-
hoods in Westfield is being permanently
altered before our eyes by builders and
developers in a subdivision frenzy. As if
the “tear down” craze to build
“McMansions” was not profitable enough,
now it seems that in virtually every neigh-
borhood, quaint old houses on large lots
are being demolished to squeeze in two
new homes where one once stood. Be-
cause builders profit handsomely by sell-
ing two new homes rather than one, this
rampant overdevelopment is not likely to
stop voluntarily, at least as long as those
leaving Westfield choose to “sell out” by
selling to builders.

Unfortunately, despite the manner in
which a neighborhood might be forever
marred by cramming in two unsightly
homes on newly drawn minimum size lots,
builders know that they have the upper
hand with our planning board, at least
where the subdivision application seeks to
create two “conforming” lots. At a recent
open planning board meeting — which
began with the ceremonial reading of prior
approvals of two minor subdivision appli-
cations — I watched in utter disbelief as
two new applications for minor subdivi-
sion were approved without regard to the
vehement objections of neighbors. What
was perhaps most disturbing, though, was
the manner in which our Planning Board
appeared to be advocates for those seeking
to subdivide. In approving the subdivision,
a planning board member then had the
effrontery to be an apologist for subdivi-
sion in Westfield, claiming that Westfield
has become the victim of its own success
as a town.

As far as subdivision is concerned, if

Westfield has, indeed, become a “vic-
tim,” it has become a victim of greed.
Money is the only reason to subdivide and
our intelligence as a community should
not be insulted by contrary suggestions. It
is particularly unsettling that builders have
succeeded in this subdivision craze with
complicity from those in our midst. By all
appearances, the planning board, a group
comprised of individuals appointed to
protect the township’s interests, is but a
rubber stamp in favor of builders for
conforming subdivided lots. What role
do our local realtors play — those friendly
faces that appear in newspapers and ads
all over town? How is it that homes are
repeatedly sold directly to builders with-
out a “for sale” sign ever seeing the light
of day?

We cannot allow our elected officials to
sit idly by while our neighborhoods are
being dramatically changed. We elected
our local government to stand up and pro-
tect our rights and our communities. Many
municipalities throughout the tri-state area
have addressed overdevelopment prob-
lems through re-zoning. It is time for our
town council to recognize the subdivision
problem and address it in a legal and
professional manner. If our current zoning
laws provide the unfettered right to subdi-
vide a large lot to build two homes on
minimum size lots, without a variance,
then our laws should be changed to stop the
abusive overdevelopment that is taking
over our neighborhoods. If the town coun-
cil will not address the problem, they should
be held accountable at election time. It is
time to stop the madness.

Michael R. McDonald
Westfield

In Crossing the Street, What is
Human Life Worth?

Once again, we mourn another pedes-
trian fatality on a major street in our town
in recent memory — Two on North Av-
enue, one by Lord and Taylor and now
another alongside Drug Fair, and one at
the temple. And again, we hear the pre-
dictable, repetitive and unfortunately in-
effective rhetoric about trying to slow
down traffic and drive more carefully.

After the temple tragedy a few years
ago the county, which controls East Broad
Street, announced with much fuss and
fanfare they would install a pedestrian-
activated set of in-road yellow blinkers
for a quarter million dollars. Trouble was,
no drivers had a clue what to do when,
cruising even at the legal speed of 25
when these things started to blink. Yel-
low means slow, caution. Red means stop.
Jam on the brakes? One would probably
get rear-ended. Keep going and hope the
pedestrian is out of the way? Ever had
those lights go on suddenly one dark
night?

Incidentally, we were told this was
only the second such installation in New
Jersey. The first was somewhere down
south. Most of us know the hazards of
being first in innovation. When a second
such installation was proposed at Lord
and Taylor, another fatality site, I pro-
tested in these columns.

I do not think that ever went in. The
pedestrian is invited to push a button,
which does not seem to do anything at all.
And the yellow lights at the temple instal-
lation do not seem to have worked since
repaving East Broad Street.

There is only one safe solution in my
view, and it can be found on Fifth Avenue

between Rockefeller Center and St.
Patricks Cathedral. There are other ex-
amples at several points on Washington
Road, which divides the Princeton cam-
pus. This is an honest-to-gosh red, yellow
and green signal facing traffic - plus
“Walk” or “Do not Walk.” No driver can
have any doubt about what to do. It is not
a string of yellow lights suddenly appear-
ing in the pavement.

I have no access to NYPD or Princeton
pedestrian accident information at those
locations, but I bet the WPD could get it.

Problems (i.e., challenges): Two of the
roads are county, meaning the freehold-
ers have to admit their temple solution
was and is ineffective. The state runs
North Avenue by Drug Fair, and they
control with an iron hand every traffic
light, stop sign, etc. statewide.

I consider getting the four-way stop
signs at Elmer Street and Lenox Avenue
approved as one of my great achieve-
ments while mayor. Trenton will scream
and holler that traffic control devices are
not intended to slow or stop traffic. Yet
this is precisely what we want and need at
these locations and probably some others
in town. We may need help from our
legislators on this.

And finally, cost is an issue. Which
gets us back to what is human life worth?
As one who has also crossed North Av-
enue alongside Drug Fair many times,
and will continue to do so inasmuch as I
believe that is safer, for me, than the
crosswalk at Central Avenue, I have a
mild interest in that equation.

Bud Boothe
Mayor of Westfield, 1992-96

In That We Live in Town Does Not
Grant the Right to Exclude Others

In a letter to The Westfield Leader on
Thursday, September 14, the issue of
overcrowding at town events was ad-
dressed by two concerned citizens of
Westfield. The authors questioned the
value of such events as the spring and fall
festivals, downtown road runs, jazz nights
and the upcoming free movie night to the
actual businesses downtown.

They noted that most of the vendors for
such happenings come from elsewhere
and attendees do not seem to shop much
in the permanent stores. Mostly, com-
plaints were restricted to the multitudes
of people disturbing the “quality of life”
of average residents.

What the Burslem’s forgot, perhaps, is
that these events are precisely what at-
tracted many people to Westfield in the
first place. Sure, maybe they stayed for
the schools and neighborhoods, but the
funnel cake could not hurt either.

The fact that we live in this town does
not give us the right to exclude others
from enjoying it just because it inconve-
niences us for one night. In addition to
this, these people attending the street fairs
and jazz nights are not harmful strangers
come to interrupt our way of life, but are
more than likely fellow residents enjoy-
ing their town.

The majority of Westfielders probably
see the downtown happenings as wel-
come occurrences rather than annoying
disturbances. As for the business side, the
idea behind such events is to get potential
customers to know about the town, so that
they might return at a later date to shop.

My advice to the Burslem’s would be
to get out, catch a movie, have a fresh
squeezed lemonade and truly enjoy their
Town of Westfield.

Neil FitzPatrick
Westfield

New Traffic Signal In
Westfield will Help

Throughout my life, I have always felt
that the intersection between Central
Avenue, East Broad Street and Mountain
Avenue was either unsafe or very slow at
different times of the day. I think the
installation of the new traffic light will
help the situation.

It helps slow down cars when the roads
are clear, but does not detain them for too
long if the traffic is heavy. The intersec-
tion is better because in slows the cars
down even when a police officer is not
there, allowing people to be able to cross.
Also, the timing is in sync so that traffic
doesn’t buildup between the two lights.

Another thing that was fixed was the
rule about not being allowed to stop in
front of the movie theater. This reform
may seem to be bad for the some who
want to pick up their kids right there, but
overall, it will make the road safer.

The installation of the new light has
solved many problems which will make
the town better and easier to go through.

Matthew Gelmetti
Westfield

Fanwood GOP Tells of
Support for Ferguson
Linda Stender’s negative campaign

against Mike Ferguson will fail this No-
vember because voters in this district
know that Congressman Mike Ferguson
is an independent fighter for us, and not
an ideologue like Stender.

The non-partisan National Journal
ranks members of Congress along an
ideological scale based upon their vot-
ing records. According to the National
Journal, Congressman Ferguson is more
liberal than 40 percent of his colleagues
(of both parties) and more conservative
than 56 percent of them. Sounds fairly
mainstream, right?

Linda Stender, who voted 99 percent
of the time with Jim McGreevey and
raised our taxes over and over again,
wants to fool voters into thinking that
Ferguson is too conservative for this
district. The facts tell a different story.

I will be voting to reelect Mike
Ferguson into Congress in November.
Stender’s negative campaign won’t work
with this voter.

Maureen Mawby
Fanwood GOP
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Westfield Jaycees Set
Child Shield Program
The Westfield Jaycees are accepting

applications for Child Shield Homes. The
program designates homes where chil-
dren may go to seek the assistance of a
responsible adult in an emergency situa-
tion. In order to apply, participants must
have resided in Westfield for the past five
years or have been a previous Jaycee
Child Shield holder, generally be home
between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. and agree to
subject themselves to a criminal back-
ground check.

The Jaycees, a community service or-
ganization, is marking the 40th anniver-
sary of its Child Shield Program this year.
They have served Westfield for more
than 50 years. To receive an application,
please visit www.westfieldjaycees.com
or call (908) 490-1180.

Community
Announcement

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Micropterous – Short-winged or

short-finned
2. Dagoba – Buddhist monumental

structure containing the relics of Buddha
3. Superalimentation – Excess eating
4. Atheroma – An encysted tumor,

containing cheesy matter

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BROSE
1. Very bright green shade
2. A thick porridge made by mixing

boiling water or liquid with meal
3. Speaking rapidly
4. Drawn up so that it does not touch the

ground; elevated
INDABA

1. Cannibalism
2. In South Africa, an outsider; a for-

eigner
3. Oiled leather, worn by lumbermen

and trappers
4. A conference among South Ameri-

can tribes
DERMESTES

1. Thick skinned; obese
2. Ringworm
3. The first Greek warrior to be slain at

the seige of Troy
4. A genus of insects whose larvae

devour dead bodies
ZEL

1. A kind of Oriental cymbal
2. In Hinduism, animate beings
3. An instrument for trimming roofing

slates
4. South American freshwater electric

eel
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