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Football Raiders’ ‘D’ Muzzles
Bulldogs in the Doghouse, 21-7

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Blue Devils Come Up Short,
Tiger Gridders Hold on, 20-14

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

the score. The Tigers took a 13-7 lead
on a nine-play, 50-yard drive that
ended with Jerelle Lewis’ one-yard
TD plunge with 4:10 left in the half.
The point after was missed.

Hopes were dimmed even more for
the Blue Devils when Beese crashed
through a mob of defenders, shook
off the tacklers and galloped 70 yards
for the TD with 8:28 left in the third
quarter. However, brightness returned.
After a series of penalties and stub-
born defense had the Tigers back-
peddling, Tyrell Simmons recovered
the fumble at the Linden 15 to set up
the Blue Devils’ second TD with 8:38
remaining in the game. Bonard’s suc-
cessful point after pulled the Blue
Devils to within six, 20-14.

The Blue Devils later engineered a
10-play march from their own 13 that
ended with an interception at the Ti-
ger 42 but they got possession once
again and moved the ball to the Tiger
six when time ran out.

“We got into a little bit of a lull in
the second and third quarters. We lost
field position. That hurt us, kind of
limited us to what we wanted to do,
offensively. We never really got the
passing game going. You can get that
first drive but, if you don’t loosen
them up with the balance, that hurts.
We’ve got to really work on that. Not
to the extent that we have to throw the
ball 40 times but we have to get a
better completion percentage, run
some routes better, protect better,”
said DeSarno.

After the hand shakes, Tiger Head
Coach “Bucky” MacDonald came over
to the Blue Devils and gave a pep talk,
congratulating them for their efforts.

“He’s a class act! I learned a lot
from him. I don’t have an opportunity

to coach here without being on his
staff for five years. Linden, they are a
great program, great coach. They
knew how to win and that was the
difference,” commented DeSarno
who added, “We have a great group of
seniors and they fought hard. I thought
we came out great. They are not giv-
ing up. I’m really proud of them.
That’s sports! Somebody’s got to win,
somebody’s got to loose. We got to
learn how to win. We are close.”
Linden   0 13   7   0 20
Westfield   7   0   0   7 14

He understands all the plays. He holds
the offense together,” commented
Brand.

The Bulldogs totaled 52 rushing
yards and 45 passing but were limited
to just 19 total yards in the second
half. In addition to Badala’s three
sacks, Campbell was credited with
1.5 sacks, while Brand and Rob
Scibek recorded one each. Pennella
had 11 tackles, Brand had 10, Kyle
Mihansky and Badala each had eight
and Keith Baker and Pat McGuinness
each had seven. Kyle Rowbotham
destroyed a Bulldog drive with an
interception in the end zone that he
returned to the 39-yard line.

“We were all working together. It
was not only me. We have three other
guys on the line. It’s all of us putting
pressure on the quarterback,” said
Badala. “It was our whole defense,
really.”

Pennella, who rushed for 85 yards
on 10 carries and had two receptions
for 18 yards, capped a five-play, 89-
yard march, with his 57-yard dash to
the end zone with 10:10 left in the
half. Rowbotham connected for the
point after.

“It was an 87G. Basically, we have
a guard pulling. He takes the guy out
and I have to find the seam. After that,
I had to beat one guy. It was great
blocking up front. Colin Campbell
leveled the guy and that’s what broke
that open,” explained Pennella.

In the first half, the Raider defense
had the Bulldogs in fourth-and-long
situations on several occasions, but
missed tackles gave them new breaths
of life. As a result, the Bulldogs’ lone
TD came on a pass that deflected off
Lamar Middleton’s fingers and landed
into the hands of halfback Sunni

Amos, resulting in a 19-yard recep-
tion with 40 seconds remaining in the
half.

After Rowbotham’s interception,
the Raiders mixed six rushing plays
with four passes to net 61 yards and
a TD when Brand bashed in from
the two with 9:47 left in the game.
Rowbotham nailed the point after.
In the drive, Jason Zelesnik (2 re-
ceptions, 23 yards) had a 17-yard
reception and Mihansky (2 recep-
tions, 15 yards) had a nine-yard
reception. Baker had a 10-yard re-
ception in the Raiders’ first drive of
the second half.

The emphasis was added when
Brand broke left and dashed down the
left sideline for his 44-yard TD with
5:25 remaining. Rowbotham’s point
after made the score 21-7.

“It was really thanks to Tom
Pennella. He kicked out a guy. I saw
it and cut off of it. The rest of the field
was pretty much open,” explained
Brand who finished with 115 yards
rushing on 19 carries.

“I thought we mixed it up well.
Early on, we didn’t have field posi-
tion. We talked at halftime and said,
‘let’s take the game over,’ and I think
the kids did,” said Raider Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli. “We gave them a
score in the first half because we
didn’t tackle the guy on the punt. We
kind of kept them in the game but
you saw in the second half, we took
the game over. We had a great mix of
run/pass. Gregory ran very hard in
the second half and it opened things
up. We made some mistakes, which
kids will make. But they play hard
and never give up.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0  7   0 14 21
M. X. Shabazz 0  7   0   0 7

SENISZYN, GIGI WILL LEAD VIKINGS

UC Viking Girls Envision
Promising Soccer Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The experience level will be higher
among the girls of the Union Catholic
High School girls’ soccer team, which
is potentially a very good sign for this
season’s outlook. Noting that last year
was not exactly a banner year and that
four players graduated, six varsity
starters from last year’s squad should
formulate a nice nucleus.

“Last year, we played very good
defense,” said Viking Head Coach
Jim Revel. “Our major problem was
putting the ball in the net. We didn’t
score more than two goals very often,
so the major focus this year will be
finding someone who can put the ball
on net. The important thing is to con-
centrate on a strong defense and hope
that we can get some goals.”

Last year, the Vikings suffered a
setback by Westfield in the Union
County (UC) Tournament and fell to
Pope John in the Non-Public North A
state semifinals. Revel believes the
team will need to rely heavily on
senior co-captains midfielder Jen
Seniszyn and senior midfielder Katie
Gigi, who will bring both defensive
and offensive experience, while se-
nior midfielder Kaitlin Eppinger and
Stephanie Cowley will see signifi-
cant varsity playing time.

Junior midfielders Jill Roth,
Stephanie Arronjado and Katlin Vargo
will return to anchor the defense. Sopho-

more Amanda Dalton, who saw limited
action last year, is expected to have a
solid season. Junior Melissa
McClintock, who Revel believes is up
to the task, will occupy the goalkeeper
position and Cowley will be the backup.

“Experience is the big thing and we
need to mesh. When a girl like
Seniszyn is playing in her fourth var-
sity year, along with three-year start-
ers Roth, Arronjado, Vargo and
Eppinger in her second year, that ex-
perience certainly will bode well I
hope for the team,” said Revel.

When asked about the Viking speed,
ball movement and physical attributes
of the team, Revel replied, “I believe
we’re faster than we are tall. We’re
pretty good with the ball, but we
always need to convince the kids that
need to shoot. I’m not too worried
about our passing, just a little con-
cerned about girls who will take the
bull by the horns and look to be scor-
ers. I firmly believe that we will be
competitive in every game that we
play unless we get run over by a lot of
injuries. The trick is when you don’t
score a lot, a lucky bounce or an
unlucky bounce can make the differ-
ence in the winning column but I
think we’ll be okay.”

The Lady Vikings opened up their
season with an, 8-0 shutout victory
over St. Dominic on September 9.
Dalton netted three goals and sopho-
more Tess Lowe fired in two.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MIXING UP THE PLAYS…Raider quarterback Mike Chervenyak, No. 9, used
a good mix of passing and running plays against the Bulldogs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BASHING IN FOR THE TOUCHDOWN…Blue Devil running back Ryan
Yarusi, No. 6, scored both touchdowns against the Linden Tigers with respective
runs of 11 yards and three yards.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET A GRIP ON A TIGER…Blue Devil cornerback Mike Henry, No. 32, grabs onto Tiger running back
Jerelle Lewis as teammates Eddie Simmons, No. 21, and Sean Ferro, No. 24, close in for assistance.

Buontempo Homes
Village Green Realtors

Presents

46 Moss Avenue, Westfield NJ
Buontempo Homes is nearing completion on a magnificent new home on a quiet Westfield
street, which will boast extensive millwork, custom tile, hardwood floors, and top of the line
fixtures and finishes.  This spectacular 11-room Center Hall Colonial features nine-foot
ceilings on the first floor accentuated by transform windows and detailed ceilings.  Highlights
of the first floor include a grand two-story foyer with custom double entry door, formal
living and dining rooms with bay windows, and first floor bedroom with adjacent full bath
and laundry.  The Family Room has a fireplace and a Butler’s Pantry with wet bar, and is
open to the gourmet Kitchen which offers a center island, stainless steel appliances, and
sunny breakfast area with French doors opening to the backyard.  The second floor boasts
a Master Suite consisting of a large bedroom with corner gas fireplace, an oversized dressing
room/walk-in closet with custom shelving, a private study, and a spa bathroom with Jacuzzi,
stall shower, bidet and twin vanities.  Completing the second floor are three additional
bedrooms, and two full bathrooms, for a total of 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths.  An additional
feature of this home is the ultimate Entertainment Center on the lower level, with a steam
sauna, bar area, Media Room and half bath.  The property size is 120 x 100.  $1,495,000
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WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Your Own Park

Located on a lovely cul de sac in the prestigious southside of Scotch Plains this sprawling
expanded ranch home offers the luxury of space and an open flowing floor plan. The gracious
curve of the circular drive welcomes you to the front door. Step through to the high and
open foyer that leads to the lovely living room showing beamed volume ceilings and a wall
of windows overlooking the gorgeous acre of landscaped grounds. The recently decorated
large rooms are accented with hardwood floors, skylights and many recessed lights.  The
newly redone kitchen offers every convenience and opens both to the wonderful family
sized dining room and the family room with a warm welcoming fireplace and built-in
bookshelves. Take a step through glass doors and you will be in the screened porch leading
to the back garden with a playhouse and delightful patio.  Three bedrooms downstairs and
two full baths complete the first floor. On the second floor the spacious master suite boasts
three walk-in closets and a stunning new bath with whirlpool tub and rimless shower stall
all brightened by the skylight above.  This is the place to enjoy the life style you have
dreamed of having. Practical.....Beautiful.....Spacious.....and Family Friendly.....Come and
see!  Call Reva at 908 301 2005.....Offered at $849000. WSF0742

REVA BERGER
Broker / Sales Associate

DIRECT LINE: 301-2005
E mail: revaberger@aol.com
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