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Devils Have Huge
Boys X-C Team

WHS, SPF Soccer Teams
Get to Share ‘Mth’ Game

If you grew up in Westfield, Scotch
Plains or Fanwood, then Monday will
be an historic occasion. That after-
noon, when the boys and girls soccer
teams meet, they will be the 999th
and 1,000th varsity athletic contests
between the two archrivals. Both
games are scheduled for a 4 p.m.
start, so it’s tough to figure which will
be No. 1,000.

(If this was the NFL Championship
Game, we could call it WHS-SPF M.)

WHS has been in existence since
the late 1890s, actually splitting the
Scotch Plains “talent” with Plainfield
until 1926, when Scotch Plains High
School was built (now Park Interme-
diate School). In the early 1960s it
became Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Westfield joined the Watchung Con-
ference and — presto — a rivalry that
had only had occasional games over
the previous 30-plus years became as
intense as anything anywhere in New
Jersey.

Last year’s WHS-SPF competition
saw the Blue Devils win 16, lose 12
and tie once against the Raiders, for a
57.1 winning percentage. That’s a
great year for SPF (42.9 winning per-
centage), which has won just 29 per-
cent of the 997 contests during the
77-year rivalry. Here’s the breakdown:

Boys: WHS 433 wins, 185 losses,
20 ties.

Girls: WHS 254 wins, 96 losses, 9
ties.

Combined: WHS 687 wins, 281
losses, 29 ties.

Combined winning %: WHS 71.0,
SPF 29.0.

How about this further breakdown
of the boys sports, into “manly man”
for football, soccer, basketball, wres-
tling, bowling and baseball; “country
club” for golf, swimming, tennis and
track/cross country. Westfield leads
in both, but the breakdown is interest-
ing:

Manly man: WHS 242 wins, 144
losses, 18 ties; 62.7 winning percent-
age.

Country club: WHS 106 wins, 23
losses; 82.2 winning percentage.

Will WHS, led by its ascot-wear-

Raiders May Have Good
Punch in Boys/Girls X-C

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Numbers have been a concern for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys and girls cross-country
teams for many years. This year, the
Raiders have the same concerns but,
despite the small numbers, they could
be able to deliver some punch with
several fine runners.

The Raider boys had a good team
last year and finished a close second
to the Blue Devils for the Watchung
Conference (WC) title. They also fin-
ished third in the Union County (UC)
meet. Senior Adam Biner is expected
to be the pack leader with juniors Dan
Sapienza, Pat Doliber, Mike Ragan,
Greg Bencivengo and AJ Horowitz,
sophomore Martin Sweeney and
freshmen Bobby Evans and Brian
Walsh making up the remainder of
the top runners.

“This will be the best boys’ team I
have had in a few years. Their sum-
mer training was pretty good, which
it really has not been in the past few
years. Right now, we have nine boys
competing for the top seven spots.
Biner, who ran 4:27 for 1600 this
spring, should be our top runner.
Sapienza has improved greatly, al-
ready running 17:07 on a certified 5K
course. His difference came in mak-
ing a year-round commitment to run-
ning. Doliber has dropped his times
quite a bit as well. Ragan, Evans and
Walsh are all new to the team, but are
already making an impact,” said
Raider Head Coach Jeff Koegel.

The girls could barely field seven
runners last year but junior Cassy
Valdes left her mark by finishing a
strong second in the WC race with a
time of 19:55 (second on the all-time
Raider list on the course) and sixth in
the UC race. With sophomore track
star Brittney Veeck, a newcomer to
cross-country, and added strength
with seniors Allie Hoynes-O’Connor
and Samantha Carow, junior Cathy
Harley and sophomore Emily Carow,
the Raiders should be able to turn in
some fine times.

“We should be strong up front, but
depth and staying injury-free may
cause us some problems. Veeck is
running cross-country for the first
time after running 5:14.06 for the
1600 this past spring. She has a phe-
nomenal work ethic and should turn a
lot of heads this fall. Her debut road
race 5K was faster than I have ever
had a girl run one, and that was her
first time trying a race that long,” said
Koegel. “Valdes ran 19:55 on the dual
meet course at Warinanco last year,
and should be able to get well under
that. Harley is a very hard worker as
well. She missed the spring season
with a stress fracture, but had been
running very well before that. She
has been returning to form, and once
she gets back into the flow of racing,
she should make an impact for us as
well. We could have one of the best 1-
2-3 combinations in the county.
Hoynes-O’Connor and the Carows
all have varsity experience in cross-
country and track. I look to them to
fill the next three positions. After
that, things are up in the air.”

The Raiders opened with Linden
on September 12 and will compete
against Kearny and Elizabeth on Tues-
day, September 19.

ing country clubbers, get to 700 wins
(it needs 13) before Scotch Plains,
with its nearly equal manly men, gets
to 300 (it needs 19)?

RIVALRY LEAGUE
While Scotch Plains is easily the

biggest rival for WHS, there are some
other mini-rivalries, like Union in
football and baseball, Plainfield (on
Thanksgiving Day only) and Cranford
in quite a few sports, almost on a
rivalry par with SPF. But the Watchung
Conference’s additions (Kearny,
Irvington, Shabazz, East Side) over
the years are significantly less condu-
cive to big-time rivalries than its sub-
tractions (A.L. Johnson, Rahway,
Summit, Governor Livingston, Day-
ton Regional and now Cranford).

High school sports should be all
about local rivalries, local bragging
rights. Not Division 1 athletes pro-
duced. Not athletic scholarships
earned. And certainly not just about
football power points. But it’s not
easy to have those rivalries when the
team you’re playing is from another
county and/or another area code, just
because your league was set up to
ensure good scheduling for football
power points.

It’s too bad schools can’t go back to
county conferences, and simply divvy
the divisions up by school size. It
wouldn’t be as difficult to do as some
would have you believe. And I, for
one, would love a football schedule
that went, in no particular order, New
Providence, Plainfield, Summit, Gov-
ernor Livingston, Union, A.L.
Johnson, Rahway, Cranford and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (OK, maybe
that could be my order of preference.)

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Just like there is “no crying in base-

ball,” there are no “moral victories”
in the real world. But you’d have to be
an awfully negative person to not
have been impressed with the perfor-
mance of the WHS football team in
Saturday’s 20-14 loss to a Linden
team many consider the top team in
the Watchung Conference.

The offense struggled at times, but
George Cornell rambled for 84 tough
yards and Ryan Yarusi scored twice
and Tommy Bonard is like having
Doug Flutie at quarterback, always
the potential for an exciting play. And
the big offensive line, though dwarfed
by an even bigger Linden defensive
front, did a more-than-decent job,
although the pass blocking will have
to get better.

And the defense — outside of two
plays which resulted in 75- and 70-
yard touchdown runs — was out-

standing. Consider a couple of num-
bers:

3: that’s the number of first downs
Linden got in the entire game (WHS
had nine), and all three came on one
drive late in the first half.

84 to 2: that’s the yardage differen-
tial in the fourth quarter, and WHS
had the 84.

30 for 41: take away those two long
touchdown runs (which, obviously,
can’t be done now) and that’s how
many carries (30) for how many yards
(41) Linden had the rest of the game.

Veteran Will Harbaugh (14 tack-
les) and newcomer Scott Newman
(12) handled themselves well against
the huge Linden line. The front four
of John Dugan, Santo Nardi, Ryan
Scanlon and Tyrell Simmons (with
John DiIorio in relief) more than held
its own, despite giving up about 30
pounds per man. Other than two silly
offsides penalties, Simmons looked
particularly strong at his position,
after two years as a starting inside
linebacker.

Outside backers Joe Vall-Llobera
and Ryan Yarusi (with Jack Meagher
in solid relief) did what they were
supposed to do, and the secondary of
Mike Henry, Eddie Simmons and
Sean Ferro allowed just three comple-
tions to heralded QB Jared Jones.
Ferro and Simmons both had near-
interceptions.

It was about all first-year coach
Jim DeSarno could’ve hoped for, other
than a victory, of course. (His former
team, Kinnelon, posted a 35-7 win
over Glen Ridge on Friday night.)

“It felt good out there,” Harbaugh
said later. “I thought we played really
well. I can’t wait for Cranford.”

This team is going to be pretty
good (and not just because they’ve
gone back to wearing white socks).
There’s enough depth of talent that
only a couple guys go full-time both
ways (Harbaugh, Yarusi and Nardi
were the only ones on Saturday,
though Ferro was in quite often at
split end), and that can be a strength.
This defense is going to put up some
goose eggs. Even against a very tough
schedule, it is that good.

Tomorrow night it’s off to Cranford,
which lost its opener to Rahway. It
will be interesting to see how many
Blue and White fans stay with the
team and make the 10-minute trip to
support their team. Hopefully it’ll be
enough to match the noise on
Cranford’s side.

P.S. One fun thing to check out is
how many tackles Pete Antonelli
makes. The senior wide receiver is

the snapper on punts and was the first
man downfield every time Saturday.
His “one-on-ones” against the
conference’s many outstanding kick
returners should make for fun watch-
ing. He had three nice stops against
Linden. Interestingly, Antonelli is the
holder on PATs and field goals, with
those snapping duties handled by
sophomore Matt Marcus.

OUT-OF-STATE UPDATE
My mighty Massillon (Ohio) Ti-

gers, coming off a big 59-7 win over
Woodson of Washington, D.C. (which
had beaten the West Virginia AAA
champion in its opener), were jolted
by Cincinnati Moeller 48-14! Moeller
is coached by former Notre Dame
(and Moeller) star Bob Crable.
Massillon made it easy with five
touchdown-producing turnovers and
allowing a punt return for a score.

And my Neshaminy (Pa.) Redskins
rebounded from a tough opening loss
to St. Joseph’s Prep (yes, the same
team that had Don Bosco Prep on the
ropes last Friday) to handle Arch-
bishop Ryan of Philly 27-7.

Rumor has it that Don Bosco is
playing Centerville in this weekend’s
Ohio vs. the USA Challenge because
Kirk Herbstriet, the man behind the
idea, is a Centerville graduate. Obvi-
ously, he doesn’t read the nj.com/
hssports/football forum and know that
nobody in the country can compare
with Bosco, which to me will always
be nothing more than a chocolate
drink to mix with milk.

BACK TO NO. 2
With 541 victories, it appears WHS

might be back at No. 2 on New Jersey’s
all-time winningest teams. Accord-
ing to the preseason football guide in
the Courier-Post of Cherry Hill, At-
lantic City and Paulsboro came into
this season with 537 and 536 victo-
ries, respectively. Each won their
opener but that would make WHS
second, behind only Phillipsburg.

Speaking of P’burg, how sweet
was it to see the Stateliners knock
off Bergen Catholic, 28-27, in over-
time last Saturday? The only thing
not sweet about it was the fact that
not one other New Jersey public
school responded when BC and
Montvale St. Joseph and Don Bosco
looked for opponents to fill out their
schedule. But that’s why P’burg is
P’burg, and everybody else isn’t.
No guts, no glory.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints or ideas at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Devils’ Den

Has Returned

ticipating that they will fill in nicely
as the season progresses,” said Mar-
tin. “I think we have a pretty good
chance in both of them (UC and WC)
and we will see how far we can go at
the state level. As the season
progresses, I hope we will have some-
thing nice to say.”

Senior team captains Brent Souders
and Matt Harris, along with juniors
Neil Fitzpatrick, Tianyou Xu, Dave
Hyslip, Brendan Berkowitz and Chris
Miller are also expected to be the
Blue Devils’ top runners.

Along with coach Martin, Souders,
Harris and senior team captain Logan
Knisley have the challenge of mold-
ing the mass of 90 runners into a
smooth running machine.

“It’s a challenge but most of the
kids are pretty dedicated. It’s not like
you have kids who are just out there
to be out there. You have to do the
same workout as everyone else. So it
works out to make them feel a part of
the team,” said Martin.

The Blue Devils opened against
Kearny at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield
on September 12 and will compete at
the Roxbury Classic on Saturday, Sep-
tember 16.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Blue Devils/SPF Meet
In Girls Tennis Match

A strong Westfield High School
girls tennis team will host a highly
improved Scotch Plains-Fanwood
squad today at Tamaques Park in
Westfield today, September 14, at
4 p.m. An exciting showdown is
expected.

SCOTCH PLAINS
This mint-condition Cape Cod is located on a quiet tree-lined street, yet is convenient to downtown Westfield & Scotch
Plains, schools & NYC transportation.  It boasts 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, an updated kitchen, a formal dining room and
a sunny Florida room overlooking a beautifully landscaped backyard with a large brick paver & stone patio.  Hardwood
floors, central air and tasteful décor complete the appeal of this lovely home.  Make it yours today!  (052001213)

WESTFIELD Completely Updated

Pristine Cape $499,000

$659,000

Beautifully renovated custom Colonial with master suite.  Open floor plan, four bedrooms, 2 ½ new baths.  A large
new eat-in kitchen features granite counters, ceramic tile floor, stainless steel appliances, wood cabinetry with European
hinges.  Also new is the 2-zone central air conditioning and Timberline roof.  Fenced rear yard, quiet tree-lined street.
DIR: Westfield Rd. to Lyde Place #2342 (052001054)

Open House: Sun. 9/17  1-5PMSCOTCH PLAINS $579,900

Completely updated Split Level home located on a private cul-de-sac.  This home features 9 rooms, 4 bedrooms,
2 full baths, large eat-in kitchen with separate dining area, hardwood floors and a 2-car attached garage with
loft storage.  Living room boasts a 12’ stone wall with a wood-burning fireplace.  Enjoyable sauna in the
basement and recreation room.  (052001260)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence.  This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.570%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12 months, in effect
as of 7/18/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.370% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.570% (7.680% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates can change monthly during the
life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier.  Deferred Interest: Payments will revert to fully amortizing over the
remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,664 would be due in month 35.  Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest paid on your mortgage and the effect of deferred
interest for your specific tax situation.  Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about
interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000.  Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers.  This program is not available in all areas.  Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates quoted are
as of 7/18/06 and subject to change.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano

WESTFIELD

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms,
formal living and dining rooms, family room with
fireplace, designer kitchen with granite
countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up
attic, 2 ½-3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior
with masonry accents.  Call Ralph for more
information at 908-591-6283.  (052000589)

New Construction

$829,000

BUY FOR $2400/MO.BUY FOR $1908/MO.

BUY FOR $1679/MO. BUY FOR $1445/MO.


