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Scotch Plans Business
Assoc. Announcement
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) invites the public
to their Business Network Nite on
Tuesday, September 19, at 6:30 p.m.
at An American Bistro restaurant at
503 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The event is a meet-and-greet af-
fair with a buffet, wine and soft drinks.
Two free admissions are being pro-
vided for Scotch Plains (SPBPA) and
Fanwood (FBPA) members. There is
a $5 fee for each additional person
and non-members. Please RSVP to
Lisa Mohn at (908) 322-4999.

WF Police Go Undercover
For Underage Drinking

WESTFIELD – Westfield Police
Chief John Parizeau announced that
the Westfield Police Department
would continue the “Cops In Shops”
program at various locations through-
out Westfield from September through
June 2007. The program places offic-
ers working undercover in licensed
alcoholic beverage establishments to
apprehend underage purchasers or
adults who may be purchasing for
underage individuals.

The officers work as two men teams
— with one officer inside and the
other officer outside. Officers will be
paid overtime from fines generated
by the Drunk Driving Enforcement
Fund, which is distributed by the Di-
vision of Highway Traffic Safety.

The State Police and the New Jer-
sey Division of Alcoholic Beverage
Control established the program in
1996 to address underage purchase
and consumption of alcoholic bever-
ages. It originally targeted 12 college
towns and shore communities, but it

has since grown to more than 86 mu-
nicipalities throughout the state.

Under the program, undercover
police officers either pose as store
employees or are positioned outside
the establishments to apprehend adults
who attempt to procure alcohol for
underage drinkers.

Retail liquor outlets have been dis-
playing posters and decals on doors,
windows, counter tops and cold cases
warning underage drinkers that a po-
liceman may be working undercover
in the establishment.

The Westfield Police Department
said the expansion of this program
throughout Union County “sends the
strong message of zero tolerance for
alcohol use by people under the age
of 21. By making young people think
twice before attempting to purchase
alcohol, the program helps to rid the
road of potential drunk drivers.”

For more information, contact
Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter at (908) 789-6071.

POLICE BLOTTER
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Freeholders
ensure that we don’t have a (similar)
situation reoccur?” Freeholder Sullivan
asked in questioning county officials at
last Thursday’s agenda meeting. “No
one wants to see this happen again. It is
embarrassing to the county.”

Joseph Graziano, the newly ap-
pointed director of the county’s de-
partment of engineering and public
works, said he would make sure a
licensed surveyor checks all bridge
replacement projects in the future.

County Engineer Timothy Mettlen,
in answering a question posed by
Freeholder Angel Estrada, said that,
in terms of flooding, the new bridge is
designed to handle a 100-year storm.

“The clearance on the (newly el-
evated) bridge is a little better than it
was before,” Mr. Mettlen said.

The board is also set to approve
resolutions to accept $135,422 in
grants from the Office of Homeland
Security’s Urban Area Security Ini-
tiative to conduct Operation UASI,
an exercise designed to test com-
mand and control-level interaction
during a terrorist incident.

A resolution is expected to be on
tonight’s agenda approving an engi-
neering contract with Talcott Consult-
ing Services of Fanwood to monitor the
county’s bridge and culvert replace-
ment and rehabilitation program and to
serve as the technical liaison for “vari-
ous” ongoing parks, recreation, facili-
ties and Open Space trust fund projects.
The $83,500 contract is to run from
October 1 through September 30, 2007.

The board went into executive ses-
sion after the meeting to discuss con-
tract negotiations with Policemen’s
Benevolent Association Local 108,
the sheriff’s officers union.

Goleader.com Reports
Public Poll Phase I Results

The Public Poll at
www.goleader.com is in progress.
Phase I is complete. Phase I is de-
signed to gauge political interest in
the races for U.S. Senate, the 7th
Congressional District, Union County
Freeholders and council races in
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Garwood
(mayor and council).

Phase I is not a voter prediction,
not scientific in the polling sense
and there were no rules governing
multiple voting and voter registra-
tion.

Phase I is complete and about 1,000
participated. This level of participa-
tion exceeds goals for Phase I.

The raw data are presented below
in the charts. Poll designers note that
readers should not consider the raw
results as an election indicator.

General observations include: Par-
ticipation occurred in waves. Sup-
porters of Linda Stender and Scotch
Plains Democrats were the most avid.
They participated at the highest and
most frequent level.

The technical designer of the poll,
Vicki McCabe, said, “The poll main-
tains a database that can be used to
identify multiple votes from the same
source.”

Phase II will be installed on line by
the end of this week with tighter con-
trols over duplicity.

As election draws closer, program-
ming and techniques will be enhanced
to develop results that are compa-
rable with relationships to the voting
possibilities.

For more information, please see
www.goleader.com/poll.

Courtesy of Justin Richards
FAMILY AFFAIR…Former President George H.W. Bush campaigns for Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield at a fundraiser in Bridgewater on Wednesday,
September 6. Senator Kean’s wife Rhonda and father Tom Kean accompany him
at the podium.
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7-11 Robber Pleads Guilty
in cash at the time of the robbery.
Clusan than reportedly demanded the
manager to lay face down on the floor
and instructed her not call police.

“An alert Mountainside officer just
happened to be on patrol nearby and
spotted the defendant driving off in
his getaway car with no lights on,”
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow sad.

According to The Times story,
Clusan’s vehicle was observed be-
hind the diner by an officer patrolling
the area. The vehicle than pulled out
of the lot with its lights off and en-
tered the parking lot of an office build-
ing on Mill Lane. At this point the
officer received the police dispatch
call that the diner had just been robbed.

The officer pulled the vehicle over
and parked behind Clusan while an-
other officer parked his patrol car in
front of Clusan. Police said the of-
ficer approached the passenger side
window of the car and told Clusan to
put his hands in view.

At that point Clusan drove his
Volkswagen Passat directly into the
patrol vehicle of Mountainside Patrol
Officer James Urban and disabled his
car. A backup officer, Michael
Pasquale, followed the Volkswagon
from the crash scene along Route 22

for more than a mile and along resi-
dential side streets before the com-
pact car crashed into a grassy area in
Springfield, according to Assistant
Prosecutor James Tansey.

Mr. Romankow said Clusan faces
up to 20 years in state prison when he
is sentenced on Friday, October 27.

Mountainside Police Corporal Ken-
neth Capobianco and Patrol Officer
Michael McNany captured Clusan,
with his face still covered with black
makeup that he wore during both
armed holdups, hiding in bushes near
the Volkswagen, according to the
prosecutor’s office.

Mr. Tansey said Clusan was found
with the cash from diner robbery in
his pants pocket and the makeup con-
tainer and phony handgun inside the
crashed car.

“Clusan, who was remanded back
to the Union County jail in Elizabeth
after his guilty pleas, has two prior
robbery convictions from Manhattan
in 1984 and the Bronx in 1991 and was
paroled from a New York penal insti-
tution in 1998,” said Mr. Tansey, a
former New York City police officer.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING...A few hundred townspeople gathered with candlelight at the
September 11, 2001 Westfield Memorial on Monday night to remember the 3,024
people killed in the tragedy and to honor those who served in the aftermath. The
bell tolled, as the names were read of the 12 Westfield residents who died that day.

Bd. to Hear Further Ideas
For South Ave. Property

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —The plan-
ning board agreed Monday night to
extend its consideration of an appli-
cation so that a developer can review
alternative options for an undersized
South Avenue property on which it
wishes to construct an office build-
ing.

At its first meeting since June, the
board expressed doubts about the vi-
ability of a proposal from D. Villane
Construction to build an office build-
ing at the corner of South Avenue and
Jersey Avenue next to the Exxon gaso-
line station.

During its presentation, Don
Villane, the company’s owner,
showed the board a series of photo-
graphs of a similarly shaped prop-
erty containing an office building on
South Avenue in Westfield in an at-
tempt to show that his proposal would
be workable. Mr. Villane said the

Westfield building has the same
square footage as his proposed build-
ing, while the property in Westfield
is slightly smaller than the Scotch
Plains lot.

The Scotch Plains property is adja-
cent to a residential zone, and about
20 neighborhood residents attended
Monday night’s meeting to object to
the application. Before the public was
given an opportunity to voice its opin-
ions, multiple board members com-
mented about the proposal, with
Chairwoman Maria Sartor saying D.
Villane was seeking approval for
seven different variances, including
lot coverage, setbacks, parking and
buffering.

“I don’t recall so many variances
for an application in a zone with other
uses,” she said. Mrs. Sartor said if the
board used the set of Westfield photo-
graphs in making a decision, “it would
be comparing apples and oranges.”

Councilwoman Nancy Malool, who
sits on the board, said it wasn’t the
building itself that she was concerned
about – “it’s the intensity of it.” She
suggested the company instead con-
sider building a residence on the
4,600-square-foot property.

Earlier this year, D. Villane Con-
struction had presented to the board a
series of concept plans for an office
building it sought to build. The plans
showed a two-story building situated
near the property’s northwest corner,
but each plan included different park-
ing schemes. The board favored a
plan in which the building would be
situated closer to the property line,
thus allowing for more off-street park-
ing.

After the board had expressed its
doubts, Joseph Murray, the attorney
for D. Villane, asked that the applica-
tion be carried over to the board’s
October 11 meeting in order “to give
us time to look at alternatives for the
property.”

FW Parking Permits
Go On Sale October 1
FANWOOD – Parking permits for

Fanwood residents will go on sale on
Sunday, October 1. The cost of the
yearly permit for Fanwood residents
will be $240. Parking permits for
residents of all other towns go on sale
on Wednesday, November 1.

The cost of the yearly permit for
out-of-town residents will be $492.

Permits can be purchased at the
Fanwood Police Department, located
at 75 North Martine Avenue. Permits
can be purchased 24 hours per day,
seven days a week. Only cash and
checks will be accepted. Credit cards
will not be accepted.

Any questions should be directed
to Sergeant Howard Jarvis of the
Fanwood Police Department at (908)
322-5000, extension no. 153.
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Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HATS OFF...Jim Killeen (right) and family enjoy the St. Bart’s championship
softball game and picnic on Sunday afternoon at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains
Monday, September 4, a resident of Moun-

tain Avenue reported that someone took his
bicycle, which was parked on Bartle Av-
enue. The bicycle was valued at $250.

Tuesday, September 5, a resident of Marion
Lane reported that someone made several
purchases online using his credit card. Ac-
cording to police, it is unknown how the
victim’s credit card information was obtained.

Wednesday, September 6, a resident of
Forest Road reported that she left her
wallet in her vehicle and before she was
able to retrieve it someone removed the
$320 that was inside the wallet.

Friday, September 8, the manager of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that a table-
top was removed from a table. The value
of the tabletop was $400.

Friday, September 8, a teacher at School
One reported that someone scratched the
side of her vehicle, which was parked in
the street.

Fanwood
Wednesday, September 6, Steven I.

Rothstein, 49, of Annandale was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for an outstanding Fanwood warrant.

Thursday, September 7, Teresa
Pearyear, 43, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, which revealed an outstanding
Newark warrant. She was also charged
with hindering apprehension.

Friday, September 8, Israel A. Minaya,
20, of Dunnellen was arrested and charged
with providing false information to police
after a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
Hector M. Olivo, 21, of Plainfield, a passen-
ger in the car, was arrested for outstanding
warrants from Fanwood and Middlesex.

Friday, September 8, Justin J. Mojica,
31, of Fanwood was arrested on numer-
ous outstanding warrants out of Newark
following a field investigation.

Saturday, September 9, Keith W.
Brinson, 46, of Readington was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road, which revealed outstanding war-
rants from Carteret and a no bail warrant
out of Essex County.

Saturday, September 9, Sylina R.
James, 23, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop, which re-
vealed an outstanding warrant out of
Watchung. She was also charged with
providing false information to police.

Saturday, September 9, Laretha M.
Cabble, 43, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle accident on
South Avenue, which revealed an out-
standing warrant out of Fanwood,
Plainfield and South Plainfield. She was
also charged with providing police with
false information.

Westfield
Sunday, September 3, Michael F. Ricoca,

23, of Roselle was arrested on Burgess
Court and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.

He also was placed under arrest pursu-
ant to several warrants, including a crimi-
nal warrant from Elizabeth and
Mountainside, Roselle Park and Roselle
traffic warrants.

Ricoca was released on his own recogni-
zance on the Westfield charges but held on
a total bail of $1,297 as set by the warrants.

Monday, September 4, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations, Todd
Aurand, 28, of Cranford was arrested in
the 500 block of Trinity Place on an
outstanding Cranford criminal warrant.
He was released after posting $750 bail.

Wednesday, September 6, a resident of
Dunham Avenue reported that someone
damaged the third brake light on her motor
vehicle, which was parked in her driveway.

Thursday, September 7, William
Chester, 45, of Cranford was arrested at
the Cranford Police Department on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant for
$500. Chester was committed to the Union
County jail on default of bail.

Thursday, September 7, Matthew
Goldburg, 19, and Richard Hartsook, 19,
both of Marcus Hook, Pa., and Adam
McLaughlin, 22, of Boothwyn, Pa. were
arrested during a motor vehicle stop in the
200 block of North Avenue. All were
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and held
pending the setting of bail.

Thursday, September 7, Christine H.
Hewson, 25, of Westfield was taken into
custody at the Essex County jail on a
Westfield criminal warrant with $1,000
bail. She also was arrested on a criminal
warrant issued by the Lawrence Munici-
pal Court with $355 bail.

Hewson was transported to Westfield
police headquarters where she was pro-
cessed and subsequently committed to
the Union County jail on default of bail.

Friday, September 8, Tramaine
Johnson, 29, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was ar-
rested at the South Orange Police Depart-
ment on the strength of an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant for $1,038.
He also was wanted on a Jersey City
traffic warrant for $100. Johnson was
committed and transported directly to the
Union County jail pending a court date.

Sunday, September 10, Rutgers Uni-
versity police in Newark arrested Tyris
Anderson, 57, of Newark on a traffic war-
rant for $500 issued by Westfield. Ander-
son, who was turned over to the Westfield
Police Department, was unable to post bail
and sent to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, September 12, Joseph
Calavano, 47, of Westfield was arrested on
a $380 Asbury Park warrant during a mo-
tor vehicle stop at First Street and Hyslip
Avenue. Calavano was released on bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 5, Ellis A.

Bradford, 52, of Orange was arrested at
the Essex County jail for outstanding
Mountainside warrants.

Wednesday, September 6, Erica R. Mingo
25, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for vehicle equipment
violations and arrested and charged for driv-
ing with a suspended license, unregistered
vehicle, improper display of plates and for
being an uninsured motorist. She was also
charged with several outstanding warrants.

Friday, September 8, Sandra J. Castro,
30, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for a license plate
violation and charged with driving with a
suspended license.

Friday, September 8, Christopher A.
Donet, 21, of Linden was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for speeding and
failure to maintain a lane on Route 22.

Friday, September 8, Michael G. Kohl,
26, of Summit was arrested following a
report of a suspicious person in Echo
Lake Park and charged with an outstand-
ing warrant out of Greenbrook in the
amount of $250.

Friday, September 8, Russell T. Williams,
46, of Somerset was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license and an
outstanding warrant out of Franklin Town-
ship. Police stopped Williams for failure to
display an inspection sticker.

Friday, September 8, a Brookside Road
resident reported he received a phone call
from an individual who identified him-
self as a U.S. Customs agent. The caller
told the victim that he had a check being
held at the Buffalo, N.Y. customs depart-
ment for $50,000 made out to the victim.
The victim was instructed to send a cash-
iers’ check or wire funds in the amount of
$865 directly to a person in Canada to
cover insurance costs for the check.

The suspect told the victim that once
the money was received, the check would
be sent. The victim was instructed to tell
the Western Union employee that he was
the recipient’s cousin, police said. The
victim was also instructed to use a code
that would allow the individual picking
up the money to pick up the wired funds
without using identification.

The money was wired and no check was
received by the victim, police said. The
suspect contacted the victim again and
stated that the check would be delivered
once another check was wired for the same
amount, this time to cover customs fee,
police said.

The victim did not wire any additional
money and contacted police. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHILD’S PLAY…Last Sunday, the Fanwood Memorial Library presented
Fanwoodstock III. The day began at 1 p.m. with children’s performer Mr. Ray
entertaining the youngest of concertgoers. Scotch Plains resident Pat DiNizio, of
The Smithereens, highlighted the event, which featured picnics and family fun.

POW/MIA Vigil
Saturday in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Vietnam Vet-
erans of America, Chapter nos. 779
and 688 will hold the Ninth Annual
POW/MIA Vigil on Saturday, Sep-
tember 16, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at
Fanwood Borough Hall located at
75 North Martine Avenue.

Opening ceremonies will begin
at 9 a.m. Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr will preside at the opening and
invites the public to attend the open-
ing ceremony and to observe the
vigil throughout the day.

classes, camps and other offerings in
the area or in surrounding towns.

Mr. Budiansky said he’s always
keeping tabs on these programs to
keep Fanwood competitive, which
Mr. Higgins notes is especially im-
portant today.

“Unfortunately, particularly with
the kids, there are so many things out
there for them,” Mr. Higgins said.
“And if the parents have the money
to send their kids to specialized camps
or other programs, they do.”

Regarding another area of empha-
sis for the recreation commission,
Mr. Higgins also pointed out that
Mayor Colleen Mahr would be look-
ing to the panel “to come up with
new programs for senior citizens and
have that grow as time goes on.”

So, while this may be a busy time
for the recreation commission, Mr.
Higgins said it’s also an exciting one
with a lot of opportunities ahead un-
der Mr. Budiansky’s leadership. “Bob
is a very bright, organized guy and
I’m sure he’ll do a fine job.”

FW Rec.
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