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WF Police Go Undercover
For Underage Drinking

WESTFIELD – Westfield Police
Chief John Parizeau announced that
the department would continue the
“Cops In Shops” program at various
Westfield locations from September
2006 through June 2007. The program
places undercover officers in licensed
alcoholic  beverage establishments to
apprehend underage purchasers or
adults who may be purchasing for
underage individuals.

The officers work as two-man teams
— with one officer inside and the
other officer outside. Officers will be
paid overtime from fines generated
by the Drunk Driving Enforcement
Fund, which is distributed by the Di-
vision of Highway Traffic Safety.

The State Police and the New Jerseu
Division of Alcoholic  Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control established the program
in 1996 to address underage purchase
and consumption of alcoholic bever-
ages. It originally targeted 12 college
towns and shore communities, but it

has since grown to more than 86 mu-
nicipalities throughout the state.

Under the program, undercover po-
lice officers either pose as store em-
ployees or are positioned outside the
establishments to apprehend adults
who attempt to procure alcohol for
underage drinkers. Retail liquor out-
lets have been displaying posters and
decals on doors, windows, counter
tops and cold cases warning underage
drinkers that a policeman may be work-
ing undercover in the establishment.

“The expansion of this program
throughout Union County sends the
strong message of zero tolerance for
alcohol use by people under the age
of 21. By making young people think
twice before attempting to purchase
alcohol, the program helps to rid the
road of potential drunk drivers,” po-
lice said.

For more information, contact
Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter at (908) 789-6071.

POLICE BLOTTER

Goleader.com Reports Public
Poll Phase I Results

The Public Poll at goleader.com is
in progress. Phase I is complete. Phase
I is designed to gauge political inter-
est in the races for U.S. Senate, the
7th Congressional District, Union
County Freeholders and council races
in Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Garwood (mayor and council).

Phase I is not a voter prediction,
not scientific in the polling sense and
there were no rules governing mul-
tiple voting and voter registration.

Phase I is complete and about 1,000
participated. This level of participa-
tion exceeds goals for Phase I.

The raw data are presented below
in the charts. Poll designers note that
readers should not consider the raw
results as an election indicator.

General observations include: Par-

ticipation occurred in waves. Sup-
porters of Linda Stender and Scotch
Plains Democrats were the most avid.
They participated at the highest and
most frequent level.

The technical designer of the poll,
Vicki McCabe, said, “The poll main-
tains a database that can be used to
identify multiple votes from the same
source.”

Phase II will be installed on line by
the end of this week with tighter con-
trols over duplicity.

As election draws closer, program-
ming and techniques will be enhanced
to develop results that are compa-
rable with relationships to the voting
possibilities.

For more information, please see
www.goleader.com/poll.
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high. The new bridge is the same
length, but has been widened “to equal
the width of the approaching road-
ways,” according to the press release.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said at
Thursday’s meeting that he wanted
assurances that such an error does not
occur in the future.

“Is there anything that we can do to
ensure that we don’t have a (similar)
situation reoccur?” Freeholder
Sullivan said in questioning county
officials at last Thursday’s agenda
meeting. “No one wants to see this
happen again. It is embarrassing to
the county.”

Joseph Graziano, the newly ap-
pointed director of the county’s de-
partment of engineering and public
works, said he would make sure a
licensed surveyor checks all bridge
replacement projects in the future.

County Engineer Timothy Mettlen,
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Union County Freeholders
in answering a question posed by
Freeholder Angel Estrada, said that,
in terms of flooding, the new bridge is
designed to handle a 100-year storm.

“The clearance on the (newly el-
evated) bridge is a little better than it
was before,” Mr. Mettlen said.

The board is set to approve resolu-
tions to accept $135,422 in grants
from Office of Homeland Security’s
Urban Area Security Initiative to con-
duct Operation UASI, an exercise
designed to test command and con-
trol-level interaction during a terror-
ist incident.

A resolution is expected to be on
tonight’s agenda approving an engi-
neering contract with Talcott Con-
sulting Services of Fanwood to moni-
tor the county’s bridge and culvert
replacement and rehabilitation pro-
gram and to serve as the technical
liaison for “various” ongoing parks,
recreation, facilities and Open Space
trust fund projects. The $83,500 con-
tract is to run from October 1 through
September 30, 2007.

The board went into executive ses-
sion after the meeting to discuss con-
tract negotiations with Policemen’s
Benevolent Association Local 108,
the sheriff’s officers union.

Westfield
Sunday, September 3, Michael F. Ricoca,

23, of Roselle was arrested on Burgess
Court and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.

He also was placed under arrest pursu-
ant to several warrants, including a crimi-
nal warrant from Elizabeth and traffic
warrants from Mountainside, Roselle Park
and Roselle.

Ricoca was released on his own recog-
nizance on the Westfield charges but held
on a bail of $1,297 as set by the warrants.

Monday, September 4, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations, Todd
Aurand, 28, of Cranford was arrested in
the 500 block of Trinity Place on an
outstanding Cranford criminal warrant.
He was released after posting $750 bail.

Wednesday, September 6, a resident of
Dunham Avenue reported that someone
damaged the third brake light on her motor
vehicle, which was parked in her driveway.

Thursday, September 7, William
Chester, 45, of Cranford was arrested at
the Cranford Police Department on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant for
$500. Chester was committed to the Union
County jail on default of bail.

Thursday, September 7, Matthew
Goldburg, 19, and Richard Hartsook, 19,
both of Marcus Hook, Pa., and Adam
McLaughlin, 22, of Boothwyn, Pa. were
arrested during a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. All were charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and held pending setting of bail.

Thursday, September 7, Christine H.
Hewson, 25, of Westfield was taken into
custody at the Essex County jail on a
Westfield criminal warrant with $1,000
bail. She also was arrested on a criminal
warrant issued by the Lawrence Munici-
pal Court with $355 bail.

Hewson was transported to Westfield
police headquarters where she was pro-
cessed and subsequently committed to
the Union County jail on default of bail.

Friday, September 8, Tramaine
Johnson, 29, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was ar-
rested at the South Orange Police Depart-
ment on the strength of an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant for $1,038.
He also was wanted on a Jersey City
traffic warrant for $100. Johnson was
committed and transported directly to the
Union County jail pending a court date.

Sunday, September 10, Rutgers Uni-
versity police in Newark arrested Tyris
Anderson, 57, of Newark on a traffic war-
rant for $500 issued by Westfield. Ander-
son, who was turned over to the Westfield
Police Department, was unable to post bail
and sent to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, September 12, Joseph
Calavano, 47, of Westfield was arrested on
a $380 Asbury Park warrant during a mo-
tor vehicle stop at First Street and Hyslip
Avenue. Calavano was released on bail.

Scotch Plains
Monday, September 4, a Mountain Av-

enue resident reported that someone took
his bicycle, which was parked on Bartle
Avenue. The bicycle was valued at $250.

Tuesday, September 5, a resident of
Marion Lane reported that someone made
several purchases online using his credit
card. According to police, it is unknown
how the victim’s credit card information
was obtained.

Wednesday, September 6, a resident of
Forest Road reported that she left her
wallet in her vehicle and before she was
able to retrieve it someone removed the
$320 that was inside the wallet.

Friday, September 8, the manager of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that a table-
top was removed from a table. The value
of the top was $400.

Friday, September 8, a School One
teacher reported that someone scratched
the side of her vehicle, parked in the street.

Fanwood
Wednesday, September 6, Steven I.

Rothstein, 49, of Annandale was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road for an outstanding Fanwood warrant.

Thursday, September 7, Teresa
Pearyear, 43, of Plainfield was arrested

following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, which revealed an outstanding
Newark warrant. She was also charged
with hindering apprehension.

Friday, September 8, Israel A. Minaya,
20, of Dunnellen was arrested and charged
with providing false information to po-
lice after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue. Hector M. Olivo, 21, of
Plainfield, a passenger in the car, was
arrested for outstanding warrants from
Fanwood and Middlesex.

Friday, September 8, Justin J. Mojica,
31, of Fanwood was arrested on numer-
ous outstanding warrants out of Newark
following a field investigation.

Saturday, September 9, Keith W. Brinson,
46, of Readington was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road, which
revealed outstanding warrants from Carteret
and a no-bail Essex County warrant.

Saturday, September 9, Sylina R.
James, 23, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop, which re-
vealed an outstanding warrant out of
Watchung. She was also charged with
providing false information to police.

Saturday, September 9, Laretha M.
Cabble, 43, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle accident on South
Avenue, which revealed an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood, Plainfield and
South Plainfield. She was also charged with
providing police with false information.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 5, Ellis A.

Bradford, 52, of Orange was arrested at
the Essex county jail for outstanding
Mountainside warrants.

Wednesday, September 6, Erica R.
Mingo 25, of Newark was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for vehicle
equipment violations and arrested and
charged for driving with a suspended
license, unregistered vehicle, improper
display of plates and for being an unin-
sured motorist. She was also charged
with several outstanding warrants.

Friday, September 8, Sandra J. Castro,
30, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for a license plate
violation and charged with driving with a
suspended license.

Friday, September 8, Christopher A.
Donet, 21, of Linden was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for speeding
and failure to maintain a lane on Route 22.

Friday, September 8, Michael G. Kohl,
26, of Summit was arrested following a
report of a suspicious person in Echo
Lake Park and charged with an outstand-
ing warrant out of Greenbrook in the
amount of $250.

Friday, September 8, Russell T. Will-
iams, 46, of Somerset was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license and an outstanding Franklin Town-
ship warrent. Police stopped Williams for
failure to display an inspection sticker.

Friday, September 8, a resident of
Brookside Road reported he received a
phone call from an individual who iden-
tified himself as a U.S. Customs agent.
The caller told the victim that he had a
check, which was being held at the Buf-
falo, N.Y. customs department for $50,000
made out to the victim. The victim was
instructed to send a cashiers’ check or
wire funds in the amount of $865 directly
to a person in Canada to cover insurance
costs for the check.

The suspect told the victim that once
the money was received, the check would
be sent. The victim was instructed to tell
the Western Union employee that he was
the recipient’s cousin, police said. The
victim was also instructed to use a code
that would allow the individual picking
up the money to pick up the wired funds
without using identification.

The money was wired and no check was
received by the victim, police said. The
suspect contacted the victim again and stated
the check would be delivered once another
check was wired for the same amount, this
time to cover customs fee, police said.

The victim did not wire any additional
money and contacted police. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CUTE AND PEPPY...The 2006 Westfield High School cheerleaders pose before
the football season opening game at Kehler Stadium last Saturday.

Commissioner Mike Cash said the
tennis courts relocation was a “great
idea,” since it would bolster usage of
the courts and create more of a “coun-
try club” atmosphere for pool mem-
bers, who could enjoy both facilities.

Mr. Marvin said he is looking for
feedback on the Department of Public
Works field crew, which has been work-
ing with the commission since last April
on a pilot plan for dedicated services.
The commission came to a consensus
that, “they would like to have the pro-
gram continue if it’s working and take
it to the next level,” Mr. Marvin said.

Mr. Kaufmann said there were four
main points of focus for the crew, in-
cluding “better communication of field
closings, having fields be more useable
after bad weather, making the tennis
courts more playable and maintaining
the safety surfaces on the playground
more regularly.” He said he has seen
improvements in all these areas.

Mr. Carson said the commission
should create a report showing “evi-
dence of success” of the program as
well as additional goals, which could
be presented to the town council.

MS BOE Approves School
Year Objectives for 2006-2007

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The board of
education (BOE) Tuesday night ap-
proved 2006-2007 “School Level Ob-
jectives.”

Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Richard O’Malley presented the objec-
tives and highlighted goals reached in
the district for the current school year.

The objectives, which began in the
last school year, are to raise a percent-
age of students’ scores on state exams
in various subject areas, including
writing, language arts and mathemat-
ics.

Mr. O’Malley will present results
from last year’s “School Level Ob-
jectives,” along with standardized test
scores, at the next BOE meeting, Tues-
day, September 26, at 7:30 p.m.

The “School Level Objectives” are
listed on the district website,
mountainsideschools.net, under the
heading “district goals.”

The CSA said there are 700 students
in the district and 117 staff members.
He said the school was “fully staffed”
from the start of school. He said almost
50 percent of the staff has master’s
degrees or higher – a “nice balance” of
experience among teachers.

Mr. O’Malley said the district has
“almost doubled” the number of spe-

cial education teachers in two years.
The CSA said all classroom sizes

are below the state average except
first grade, which meets the state av-
erage of 19 students per class.

He also highlighted curriculum ini-
tiatives, among them the new eighth-
grade language arts and science hon-
ors programs, eighth-grade math,
first-grade handwriting and guided
reading/listening centers in all kin-
dergarten to fifth-grade classes.

Some additions to the district’s tech-
nology program are two new wireless
laptop carts at Deerfield Elementary
School, three multi-media classrooms,
48 new computers in grades 6 to 8 and
six Macintosh computers for art.

Mr. O’Malley mentioned facility
improvements at both Deerfield and
Beechwood Elementary Schools, in-
cluding new paint, furniture and en-
trance mats.

Beechwood will receive a new wel-
come sign, donated by the student
council, after the borough approves it.

In other business, board member
MaryBeth Schaumberg, the board li-
aison to  the Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion, mentioned the upcoming Fall
Festival on Saturday, October 7. Mrs.
Schaumberg encouraged residents to
volunteer and said the event “brings
the community together.”

Long-Time MS Resident
Bruce Dickerson Dies

FW Parking Permit
Sale to Begin Oct. 1

FANWOOD — Year 2007 parking
permits for Fanwood residents will
be on sale on Sunday,  October 1. The
cost of the yearly permit for Fanwood
residents will be $240. Parking per-
mits for residents of all other towns
will go on sale Wednesday, Novem-
ber 1. The cost of the yearly permit
for out-of-town residents will be $492.

Permits can be purchased at the
Fanwood Police Department, located
at 75 North Martine Avenue. Permits
can be purchased 24 hours per day,
seven days per week. Cash and checks
only will be accepted. Credit cards
will not be accepted.

Any questions should be directed
to Sergeant Howard Jarvis of the
Fanwood Police Department at (908)
322-5000, extension no. 153.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During the
Mountainside agenda setting council
meeting held Tuesday evening, Mayor
Robert Viglianti announced that long-
time resident Bruce Dickerson died
that day at 2 p.m.

Over the summer, a resolution of
commendation was read recognizing
Mr. Dickerson’s dedication to the bor-
ough dating back to 1970. It was in
1970 that Mr. Dickerson was appointed
as the borough’s insurance representa-
tive; he then became the borough’s
insurance agent in 1989. In 1994, Mr.
Dickerson was appointed as
Mountainside’s insurance risk manager.

The resolution also noted that over
the years, Mr. Dickerson served the
community as the treasurer of the
Mountainside Rotary Club, president
of the Board of Trustees for the 200
Club of Union County and as a mem-
ber of the board of the Occupational
Center of Union County. It also states
that Mr. Dickerson and his wife,
Gloria, have been residents of the
borough for 36 years.

As of the end of the meeting, fu-
neral arrangements for Mr. Dickerson
were not yet known.

In other business, members of the
governing body discussed the park-
ing problems on Bridle Path,
Appletree Lane and Birch Hill Road.

Borough Administrator James
Debbie, who also serves as the
borough’s police chief, noted there are
“too many cars” parked on those
streets, making it hard for other cars to
navigate the streets. The mayor dis-
cussed making a no commuter-park-
ing ordinance for the entire borough.

For the present, council members
concluded that a four-hour parking
limit would be issued for the three
roads. Mr. Debbie also noted that an
amendment to a previous no parking
ordinance needed to be added, as too
many cars are now blocking Meeting
House Lane during school hours. The
ordinance, which was passed last year,
prohibits parking on Woodacres Drive
during school hours, as the street had
previously been too congested.

Mr. Debbie said during the recent
opening of school, bus drivers had to
ask the owners of cars parked on
Meeting House Lane to move their
cars so they could get their buses
through the street.

The next council meeting will be
on Tuesday, September 19, at 8 p.m.

When questioned if anything had
been done in response to public con-
cern regarding the maintenance of
Brightwood Park, Mr. Kaufmann said
new signs have been put up and “the
DPW has been trimming the over-
growth blocking the walkway.”

Ms. Judd suggested the commis-
sion schedule a walk-through of the
park so they can see firsthand how the
park is being kept up.

SEE STORY ON PAGE 24

WF BOA Reverses
Retaining Wall Decision

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Recreation Commission

around and what turns around. This
drive in front of my house is unneces-
sary. If you want to help Overhill, widen
the end of the street into a cul de sac and
do away with this crazy hammerhead,”
she said. “I guess we’re trying to ap-
pease someone, but it makes no sense.”

That the street ends in Scotch Plains
is one of the reasons a cul de sac was
not considered for Overhill.

After discussion, the board agreed
the matter of emergency vehicles and
cars turning could be solved without
the hammerhead design and proposed
an extension of the street instead.

Overhill resident Melanie Root of
Scotch Plains said, “I’m the only
house on the road that actually lies in
Scotch Plains. My house has the drive-
way that people use to turn around
and I have small children,” she said.
She agreed that a guardrail might
alleviate her safety concerns.

Scotch Plains resident Arthur Siegel
told the board Overhill Avenue needed
street repairs but he didn’t like the idea
of the developer paying for it. He told
The Westfield Leader, “The responsi-
bility of maintaining roads should not
be left to the private sector. I don’t agree
with board members that the best way
to ensure road maintenance is to wait
for citizens to report problems. The
Town of Westfield has no feeling in any
positive way for its people.”

While Mrs. Root and Mr. Siegel
spoke, board members questioned
whether Scotch Plains officials had been
notified of the plan. As a result, board

attorney Russell Feinstein said, “We
can’t determine whether Scotch Plains
has been notified or not, and so we can’t
vote on this at this time.”

Once the planning board has noti-
fied Scotch Plains and heard from its
officials, the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment and the Tree Preservation Com-
mittee, it will vote on the application
without further public comment.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Planning Board

Residents Request Light;
GW to Remove Fire Boxes

By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Engineer
Donaly Guarriello opened the Tues-
day borough council meeting by ex-
plaining why there has not been any
sidewalk repair work on the 400 block
of Second Avenue.

The contractor “is very fast once he
begins a project and does good work.
He’s just been tied up with other jobs
and the weather hasn’t helped much
either  but (the work) should be start-
ing soon,” he said.

Several residents said they were
concerned about the traffic flow on
South Avenue in front of the Pathmark
supermarket and requested that a traf-
fic light be placed at the location.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said it is
Pathmark’s responsibility to install a
light and “the county requested they
do a traffic study to see that traffic
pattern before placing a light but they
never did.”

A consent agenda was adopted au-
thorizing Fire Chief Rich Bonfanti to
remove and dispose of the pull box
fire alarm system.

“People used them back when they
didn’t have telephones and our fire-
men didn’t have pagers. But with
today’s technology, it is not feasible
to maintain the system,” he said.

He said removing the system would
alleviate any false alarms due to the pull
box being activated, for example, by
children trying to get out of school early.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said proper notification was sent out
to all businesses with response letters
and surveys in which residents indi-

cated they did not have a problem
with the removal of the system.

Many businesses already have their
own fire alarm system and all resi-
dents will also be notified via news-
letter before the removal takes place,
Chief Bonfanti said.

“We care about the safety of
Garwood residents and every mea-
sure has been taken to make sure our
citizens are safe and aware of what’s
going on,” he said.

In other business, the governing
body adopted an ordinance approv-
ing the repair of the roof replacement
of gutters and leaders at the depart-
ment of public works building on
South Avenue. The ordinance appro-
priates $16,000 from the borough’s
Capital Improvement Fund to pay for
the costs. Officials said Hipp Roofing
would be the contractor for the work.

Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio
spoke about the first ever Senior Tal-
ent Show on Friday, September 29,  at
7 p.m. at Lincoln School. Admission
is $5 and proceeds will benefit
“Garwood Parents Draw the Line,” a
non-profit organization that has edu-
cational programs for children. “We’re
very excited about the event,” she said.

She spoke about family ice skating
day on Saturday, December 2, from 6
to 8 p.m. at Warinanco Park. Council-
man Damian Mitchell expressed grati-
tude for a letter the Celebration of
Public Events and Holidays Commit-
tee received from resident Mary
Guare, thanking the council for plac-
ing American flags under the over-
pass. Ms. Guare said, “It (the flags)
was an asset to the town.”

POW/MIA Vigil
Saturday in Fanwood

FANWOOD – The Vietnam Vet-
erans of America, Chapter nos.
779 and 688 will hold the Ninth
Annual POW/MIA Vigil on Satur-
day, September 16, from 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. at Fanwood Borough Hall
located at 75 North Martine Av-
enue.

Opening ceremonies will begin
at 9 a.m. Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr will preside at the opening
and invites the public to attend the
opening ceremony and to observe
the vigil throughout the day.

Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING THE FALLEN...Current recruits at Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains remember September 11 victims and Union County police officers who
have fallen in the line of duty at a ceremony on Monday morning. See story on page 24.


