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FAMILY AFFAIR…Former President George H.W. Bush campaigns for Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield at a fundraiser in Bridgewater on Wednesday, September
6. Sen. Kean’s wife Rhonda and father Tom Kean accompany him at the podium.

Planning Board Approves
Nail Salon on South Avenue

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Last Thursday, the
planning board approved Joseph
Buontempo’s plan to lease the entire
first floor of retail space at 728-734
South Avenue to Galaxy Nails and Spa
Corporation. The business will em-
ploy eight operators and its parking lot
will have 26 spaces, three for each
operator plus two additional spaces.

The applicant sought variances from
land-ordinance requirements that the
parking lot have 36 to 40 spaces.

Coldwell Banker realtor Linda Hill
spoke on behalf of Galaxy Nails and
Spa, saying she has used its services
at its present 211-215 South Avenue
location and is familiar with it as both
a customer and a businessperson.

“I’ve never seen the parking lot
full. I’ve never had to look for a
parking space,” she said. The board
asked where the operators would park.
Ms. Hill said the people who work
there “are dropped off every day and
have no need for parking.”

The board heard the request of
Needle Point Homes, LLC to subdi-
vide the 1346 Overhill Avenue lot
into three lots. The plan proposes that
the existing house on the lot remain
and two new houses be built, one on
each of the newly created lots.

Edward Dec of Guarriello and Dec
Associates, LLC presented the plans
and said the only variance needed
was for lot depth; otherwise, he said,
“we’re proposing to improve and
widen the road…The road proposed
will create a more uniform street than
what is there currently.”

The road as proposed requires no
curbs, nor does it include a cul de sac
for Overhill Avenue, which is a no-
outlet street. Mr. Dec proposed a ham-
merhead placed on the new lots that
would allow emergency vehicles and
cars to turn around on the street.

Board members questioned the pro-
posal, citing concerns as to whether

the design provided sufficient room
for emergency vehicles to turn.

Board member Robert Newell pro-
posed that the fire department review
the plan to determine if emergency
vehicles would have adequate access.
He later expressed concerns about the
plan’s use of double-wide driveways.

“I’ve driven up around there and
think oversized driveways would be
extremely uncharacteristic for the
area,” he said.

Board Chairman Vince Wilt said
area residents have raised drainage
concerns. Mr. Dec said the plan’s
rechargeable retention pits would
solve that problem. Board member
and Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
objected to the pits, saying they are
difficult to maintain and require reha-
bilitation later. “I propose that you
consider an open concrete chamber.
It’s easier to maintain,” he said.

When the board opened the floor to
neighbors of the subdivision, Joseph
Hennessey of Overhill Avenue said
the street improvement would remove
a curve in the road that diverted water
drainage away from properties at the
lower end of the street. “That end of
the street (where the proposed houses
would be located) has a higher eleva-
tion… I’m concerned that the water
will flow down and flood the proper-
ties at a lower elevation,” he said.

Mr. Dec said he would talk with the
town engineer and proposed a pipe
system to address drainage.

One neighbor raised the issue of
snow removal and emergency ve-
hicles maneuverability. Others voiced
concerns about tree protection and
replacement and the disadvantage of
above-ground utilities.

The hammerhead design to help cars
maneuver on the street bothered
Overhill resident Marion Riley. She
said she’s lived there for 33 years and
has observed traffic patterns. “I know
the traffic that comes there, who turns
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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING...A few hundred townspeople gathered with candlelight at the September 11, 2001 Westfield Memorial
on Monday night to remember the 3,024 people killed in the tragedy and to honor those who served in the aftermath. The
bell tolled as the names were read of the 12 Westfield residents who died that day.
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DON’T PITY THE FOOD…In between filming scenes for his upcoming reality
TV show, Mr. T emotes one of his more characteristic growls, as John’s Meat
Market co owner Vinnie Losavio looks on in the freezer. See story on page 26.
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By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Recreation Commission Monday night
discussed a request from the Westfield
Soccer Association (WSA) to leave
the lights on at Houlihan and Sid Fay
fields for an additional half hour.

Currently, the lights are left on until
9:45 p.m., but Bob Clancy, vice presi-
dent of operations for the WSA, said
leaving them on until 10:15 p.m. would
“add one additional 90-minute game
spot. It’s hard to get kids there five
minutes after school, so this would allow
us to start at 4 and then go until 10.”

Commission Chairman Jim Marvin
said that he would “personally be in
support of it, since it makes sense...10
o’clock isn’t too late.”

Multiple board members expressed
opposition to extending the time, in-
cluding Jonathan Jones, who said, “I
would object to moving it. It’s not just
the light issue; it’s the activity around
the neighborhood.”

Commissioner Debbie Judd, who is
a nearby resident, said, “I think we have
to honor the commitment we made to
the neighborhood…I think we entered
into a good faith agreement with [them]
and I don’t think it’s a good idea [to
extend the time for the light] right now.”

Board member Jim Palutucci asked
Mr. Clancy to provide the commission
with the current field schedules so the
board could see what is being done to
maximize other field time and whether
sufficient time is left between activi-
ties to prevent parking lots from being
crowded and potentially unsafe.

When questioned about the
progress of the walkways to the fields,

Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann
informed commissioners that they are
currently in litigation with the con-
tractor, A. Juliano and Son of Ster-
ling, and are unable to move forward
with any related “punch-point”
projects until the matter is resolved.

Mr. Kaufmann reported that Memo-
rial Pool made $886,632 in income
over the summer season, which was “a
little bit less than last year, but we were
down 20 percent in attendance.” Com-
missioner Chris Carson said many
people “don’t realize the pool is a self-
sustaining utility, not funded by tax
money, and that the members should be
thanked, since it’s really a success story.”

In response to the issue of sand
leaking into the pool, which the com-
mission had discussed previously, Mr.
Kauffman said a scope performed in
the pool’s pipelines showed incon-
clusive results. Starting this week,
pool technician Paul Checchio will
dig a three-foot by three-foot hole
down to the risers and pipes under-
neath the pool in an attempt to figure
out the specific origin of the leak.

Regarding the Memorial Park mas-
ter plan, Mr. Kaufmann told the com-
mission, “The sub-committee needs
to come up with a definitive
proposal…for approval on October 3
so that we can present to (town) coun-
cil what our plans are.”

During a public input session, resi-
dents spoke before the commission on
issues including support for having no
access to the fields from Scotch Plains
Avenue, fencing around the perimeters
and parking lot and relocating the ten-
nis courts to be adjacent to the pool.

UC Board to Hire Lawyer to
Represent Sheriff’s Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders would
take action tonight to hire the Teaneck-
based law firm of DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick,
Cole & Wisler to represent the county
sheriff’s department in a lawsuit
brought by a Hillside car dealership.

As reported in The Westfield Leader,
Hillside Auto is challenging the sale
by auction of three model year 2004
luxury autos to sheriff’s officer Chris-
topher Coon, the stepson of long-time
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich.

Mr. Coon was awarded the cars for
$300 during the auction and is to
collect another $142,000 to satisfy
State Superior Court Judge John
Malone’s judgment that Hillside Auto
violated the state’s Consumer Fraud
Act when it sold Mr. Coon a Mercedes
Benz E-500 with a defective radio in
July 2005.

At the auction held at Sevell’s Auto
Body on Westfield August 15, Mr.
Coon was awarded a BMW E530i, a
Porsche 911 and a Volvo XC90 after
Hillside owner Raj Srivastava’s bid
of $110,600 was not allowed because
he did not bring a certified check to
the auction location and a third bid-
der declined to purchase the vehicles.

The sheriff’s office was named in
the lawsuit along with its attorney,
Henry Furst of West Orange.

According to the court’s Civil Divi-

sion office, a hearing on a show-cause
motion sought by Hillside Auto has
been postponed until Friday, Septem-
ber 22, at 9 a.m. before Judge Malone.
The motion seeks to prevent the deliv-
ery of the vehicles to Mr. Coon until
the appeal process is concluded.

The freeholder board is also ex-
pected to approve a resolution tonight
to complete the contract with Marlbro,
Inc. of Marlboro, a firm hired to fix the
elevation of the newly built Eastman
Street Bridge in Cranford, which was
constructed 10 inches too low.

Marlbro was given the $450,000
contract last December by the free-
holders to raise the bridge after the
$1.3 million replacement structure
was built over the Rahway River in
Cranford. The freeholders took ac-
tion in December to require Schoor
DePalma, the Manalapan firm hired
to design the bridge, to pay the addi-
tional cost for a surveyor’s error that
set the initial benchmark measure-
ments off by 10 inches.

The final change order would re-
duce the total cost of the new bridge
by $36,929 – from $1,767,117 to
$1,730,187.

According to a March 2, 2004
county press release, the original
structure was built in 1917, carried
1,800 vehicles a day and featured one
lane in each direction. The steel girder
bridge was 80-feet long and 30-feet
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BOE Hears Roosevelt Renovation
Plans, Discusses Bond Referendum

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation facilities committee recom-
mended the board approve the entire
Roosevelt Intermediate School reno-
vation proposal, including the addi-
tions for the cafeteria and library, at
Tuesday evening’s meeting.

The total cost for the renovation and
construction project is $3,198,520,
reflecting a $69-per-year increase per
household for 20 years, based upon a
house assessment of $180,000.

In addition to the renovation of the
six stair towers, corridor floor tiles and
new ceiling and lights, the proposal
adds 1,020 square feet to the library
and 1,100 square feet to the cafeteria.

If approved by the board, it would
present the renovation project to the
public for vote as a bond referendum
in the early part of 2007.

“Almost nothing has been done to
renovate the building,” said facilities
committee chairman Richard
Solomon.

He said there is a safety issue re-
garding the stairwells. The second-
story bridge and outdoor breezeway,
which connect the original building
to the newer wing, also pose both a
safety and security threat, according
to Mr. Solomon.

Business Administrator Bob Berman
said the breezeway enclosure renova-
tion would increase security and de-
crease the utility bill and wear and tear.

“What were they thinking? Do we
want to leave a similar legacy?” Super-
intendent William Foley asked the board
regarding the bridge and breezeway.

Board President Anne Riegel asked
the board about the importance of the
library addition. Facilities committee
member Julia Walker said, “[This reno-

vation and addition will allow the dis-
trict] to better deliver this education
we worked so hard to develop… sur-
vival is not the standard.”

“This makes sense as a way to do it
– the economies of construction. It is
a modest scale back. You couldn’t do
the cafeteria and not the library with-
out being penny-wise and pound fool-
ish,” said board member Beth Cassie.

Ms. Riegel said Edison Intermedi-
ate School needs new windows, light-
ing and a parking lot repaving at the
back of the school.

She asked the facilities committee
why these items should not be included
in the bond. “My concern is about what
this bond is supposed to be,” she said.
“To do something to one middle school
and not the other [is troublesome].”

Ms. Cassie said, “They are hugely
different facilities. All of us could put
together a list of things we see needed
to upgrade al all schools. I’m not sure
where the next largest need is.”

Board Vice President Ginny Leiz
read a statement to the board objecting
to the proposal. “Consistent education
is a goal. Changes are important, but is
now the right time to do this?”

She said that one bond should be
presented to the public for the Lin-
coln School/Early Childhood Center,
and that the board should “put to-
gether an assessment of all
facilities…maybe in a year or two
(we could) put to bond referendum
(including all facilities).”

“All of us in this room would concur
that this (bond referendum) is the last
thing we want to do,” Mr. Foley said.
“What I can say is that people were
saying do something. People expressed
concern about taxes, but they were also
giving us a charge to (fix) Roosevelt.”

“The facilities committee decision
is consistent with the findings of the
citizen’s advisory committee on en-
rollment and parents. This is what
we’ve come up with; if we’ve done it
wrong, vote no,” he said.

Dolores Sherry of Rahway Avenue
addressed the board. “Costs to the tax-
payer keep going up. Voting in January
is a horrible time; seniors are not going
to get out due to inclement weather.”

“(This is) not fair, not a true repre-
sentation (of all members of the pub-
lic),” she said. Ms. Riegel explained
to Ms. Sherry that the dates for refer-
endum are chosen by the state.

In other business, the board final-
ized a draft of the 2006-2007 board
goals and heard a proposal to add a
Chinese language course at Edison
Intermediate School from Assistant
Superintendent Margaret Dolan.

The proposal is designed to attract
students to Edison from Roosevelt to
help alleviate Roosevelt overcrowding.

The board will hold  a  special meeting
on Monday, September 18, to finalize its
decision about the Roosevelt renovation
project and bond referendum.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CLEARING TREES...A house on the corner of Fairacres and Wells Streets in
Westfield shows trees being cut down, creating concerns among a neighbor. See
the town council article on this page and letter to editor on page 4.

Council Introduces TV-36 Dir.,
Hears Tree-Removal Complaint

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, the
Westfield town council introduced a
new TV-36 director and began a dia-
logue on tree removal.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky an-
nounced that the town “finally” has a
new TV-36 director of operations after
hiring Westfield’s Jamie Lynn Drohan,
a full-time producer on Union’s TV-
34 and a CN8 “Newsmakers” host.

The mayor said he is “confident” that
“with Jamie’s talent, she is going to add
significant content – both the quality
and the quantity of the content.”

Ms. Drohan said she’s “very ex-
cited to begin.” She said one of her
goals is to intertwine TV-36 and the
Internet, whereby a show will ulti-
mately appear on both mediums.

On an upcoming show, she speaks
with Reverend Edward Carll, who was
in attendance, about an initiative to
help build a home in Biloxi, Miss.

The reverend told the council that
the Greater Plainfield Habitat for Hu-
manity and the Greater Westfield,
Mountainside Ministerium would part-
ner in the effort, and he invited all
townspeople, on the weekend of
Festifall, September 30 and October 1
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., to come to the
lawn of First United Methodist Church
and help frame the walls for the house.

During public comment, Wells Street
resident Michael Snizek warned the
council about developers who are pur-
chasing homes and removing trees be-
fore the sale is completed so as to avoid
the tree preservation commission’s de-

mand for a site review.
Mr. Snizek said he noticed the prac-

tice occur in his neighborhood and on
the south side. He questioned whether
it was time “to consider a process
where citizens file for tree-removal
permits.” Addressing Councilman Jim
Foerst, he said “you need to look at
your arsenal and the tree-preservation
commission is a quiver if you will.”

Nancy Priest, the president of the
Westfield Historical Society, invited
the council and citizens to a “special”
meeting on Thursday, September 21,
at 7:30 p.m. in the community room to
discuss the Reeve House renovation.

Once renovated, the one-and-two-
thirds-acre property on 314 Moun-
tain Avenue will house the society’s

archives, which are currently stored
in the board of education building on
Elm Street. The historical society re-
cently proposed a $1.8-million reno-
vation to restore the house, which has
fallen into disrepair.

Mr. Foerst said the mayor’s taskforce
on over development met for the first
time last Thursday. He said the volun-
teer committee, chaired by board of
adjustment chairman William
Heinbokel, is meeting “every two
weeks until (the) work is done.”

Mr. Foerst “solicited” members of
the community who have expertise in
construction, such as builders, engi-
neers, realtors or architects to contact
the committee by e-mailing
landuse@westfieldnj.gov.


