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HAMBLETON, MAINS, ZAZZALI NAMED CAPTAINS

Lady Soccer Raiders Could
Add an International Flavor

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having graduated only five play-
ers, the prognosis for the 2006 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls’
soccer season looks most promising.
Add senior Tri-Captains Allie
Hambleton, Lauren Mains, Allie
Zazzali and 13 of their teammates
who spent 10 days competing against
Brazilian soccer clubs this summer,
and confidence, desire and a winning
attitude could be at a premium.

“Returning that many kids and hav-
ing the trip to Brazil are both nice
things; however, winning the Union

County (UC) championship, getting
as far as possible in the States, a
sectional title and grabbing the
Watchung Conference are the goals
set and they’re definitely attainable
this year,” said Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing. “We just have to pro-
duce and the kids have to play up to
their capabilities since this will be the
toughest schedule since I have been
Head Coach. Hopefully, we can meet
those standards.”

Last year, the Raiders finished 11-
5-3 then exceeded expectations when
they beat Cranford, 2-0, in the
quarterfinals, defeated A.L. Johnson,
1-0, in the semi’s and recorded a 1-0
victory over Oak Knoll on November

5, to capture their first Union County
crown in eight appearances.

Leadership will come from
Hambleton, Mains and Zazzali.
Hambleton who played center-
midfield last year, was a First team
All-Union County (UC) and received
All-State recognition. She netted 14
goals and seven assists was the leader
on the center part of the field.

“She’s good with the ball, good in
the air, has good shot selection and
we’re expecting her to control the
game for us,” said Ewing.

Zazzali, an All-UC First Team
Coaches’ selection who received All-

State recognition, finished with three
goals and three assists. At the sweeper
position, she has responsibility of
securing the defense.

“She’s another very good athlete,
an all-over-the-field leader because
she’s so vocal. Hambleton and Zazzali
really set the tone for our team,” said
Ewing.

Goalkeeper Mains, perhaps re-
garded as one of the top-two if not the
top goalie in the state according to
Ewing, was a Coaches All-UC Second
Team selection who recorded eight
shutouts and finished with a .987 goals
against per game average last season.

“The saves that she comes up with
are simply remarkable,” said Ewing.

“We’re going to expect her to do a lot
for us, come up big and she usually
does.”

Mains will be backed up by two
other goalies, seniors Ashley Jacobi
and Hailey Mroczek.

“Trying to play behind Lauren is
extremely difficult. Both of them
could probably start for other teams.
It’s unfortunate that they all are of the
same age,” said Ewing.

Up front, the Raiders will feature
UC-Honorable Mention Alana
Bencivengo who netted some very
important goals last year.

“Hopefully, she can really step up
her game. We are going to need
her to be our leader up front,”
said Ewing.

 Lisa Camarda and Bridget
Cornwell, the fast and physi-
cal marking backs, both re-
ceived All-County recognition
last year. Other backs are
sophomores Stephanie Glover
and Tina Carmarda. All-UC
Third Team Colleen LaForge
will compete in the midfield.
Lauren Weisbrod, a smart and
vocal player who worked her-
self into shape after missing
last season, will share the cen-
ter midfield with Hambleton.
Midfielders Julie Meurer, Kim
Appezzato and Raychel
Kruper and forward Katie
Cornachia, Tyler DelMauro
and Alyssa Straniero are ex-
pected to see lots of action.

Confident of his team’s
chances, Ewing said. “Our con-
ference will be very, very strong
and it will be very challenging.
Westfield will be very good
and Kearny will be excellent.
We picked up a number of out-
of-conference games including

five teams that finished in the Star
Ledger Top 20. We have to come ready
to play each and every single game. As
long as we do that and stay healthy,
we’ll be successful.”

GILLIAN KAPE, ERIN McCARTHY NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Are
Not to Be Underestimated
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After graduating eight fine play-
ers, some may expect this season to
be a rebuilding year for the Westfield
High School girls soccer team; how-
ever, five seniors, six juniors and two
sophomores return to their starting
positions.

Last year, the Blue Devils lost to
Rahway, 2-0, in the Union County
Tournament quarterfinals, were
burned by Piscataway, 2-1, in a sud-
den-death shootout in the North Jer-
sey, Group 4, Section 2 quarterfinals
and finished with a 9-7-3 record. Key
wins were over rivals Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Cranford.

“It was sweet to come out and beat
them to capture the Watchung Con-
ference,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Katie Wertheimer, formerly Katie
Egan, who recently became a bride
on July 16.

A lot of people may underestimate
the Blue Devils, but according to
Wertheimer the tradition is going to
remain up.

“Definitely our speed will be an
asset. We have all of last year’s start-
ing defenders returning, so I’m confi-
dent there. We’re really trying to fo-
cus more on our offensive play this
year despite the fact that we have a lot
of strength up there. It’s just a matter
of capitalizing on opportunities,” said
Wertheimer.

Seniors Gillian Kape (defender)
and Erin McCarthy (forward) have
been selected team captains. “I don’t
choose the captains. The team votes
on them,” said Wertheimer. “They
chose two fine leaders with lots of
confidence. It’s nice to have leader-
ship on both ends; however, they have
a great supporting cast. The other
seniors are phenomenal. I told them
how much I expected of them in terms
of leadership and they have taken that
role very seriously.”

The goalkeeper will be junior Claire
Bennett, who will be backed up by
Amy Altzdluer.

“Last year, she broke her leg before
the season began. She worked hard in
the off-season and I’m very impressed
with her fitness, attitude, confidence
and her fearlessness. Her off-season
work has just been phenomenal, so
we’re excited having her in net,” said
Wertheimer of Bennett.

Striker McCarthy and sophomore
Tara Handza will provide offensive
kick.

“Since McCarthy has been on the
team, people have been expecting a lot
of her and this season she is going to
turn a lot of heads,” said Wertheimer.

Seniors Erica Ammermuller and
Corrinne Parkinson, and sophomore
Shannon Murray will rotate on offense.
Seniors MaryKate Luker and Julie
Shelman will handle the outside
midfield along with Brittany Cortinhal

and Christina Cognetti. Two new great
assets are juniors Allison McDonald
and Hannah Wharam. Holding down
the center back position is Kape who
will be flanked by senior Lindsey
Sauerwein with Catherine Cognetti and
Stephanie Cortinhal on the outside.

“They really have been working
well together, a lot of communication
and they know where each other is off
the ball,” said Wertheimer.

Junior Jessica Campo and sopho-
more Briana Goncalves will add
backfield support.

“The group that we have this year
is very talented one and they don’t
lack motivation. Their work ethics
have been impressive. We have in-
credible speed on the field, so it’s a
matter of putting the pieces together
and figuring out how we are going to
score those goals. People will really
be impressed with our defensive play,”
said Wertheimer who added, “We’re
small and we don’t have the big body
out there, but we have girls that are
tough. They will not give up on a ball,
they will beat you to a ball and they’re
fast enough to dribble around you. I
feel people should not underestimate
us. We expect to be competitive with
everyone in the county and in the
state sectionals. I’m excited for the
season and I believe we are going to
be doing some great things.”

The Blue Devils open up the sea-
son with Linden on September 11.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER TRI-CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are: seniors Allie Zazzali, Lauren
Mains and Allie Hambleton who have been selected Raider Tri-Captains.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL SOCCER LEADERSHIP…Senior defender Gillian Kape, left, Head Coach Katie Wertheimer, center, and
senior forward Erin McCarthy expect Westfield to be competitive and promise great things this season.

WESTFIELD
Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle of new
construction.  Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry foyer flanked by
library/study, formal living & dining rooms.  A custom crafted center-island kitchen opens to a large family room
with a distinctive wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany inlay borders will
complement the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.  Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are
elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.  Customize this home as your own with
the builder.  (052000835)

SCOTCH PLAINS Open House: Sun. 9/10  1-5PM

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano $1,369,000

$949,900

This new Center Hall Colonial boasts 4 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, formal living and dining rooms, study / library and a
family room with wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany inlay borders will
complement the detail and craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.  Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are
elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.  A large center-island kitchen w/granite tops
& top-of-the-line appliances will meet all of one’s desires.  The master suite will include tray ceilings, hardwood floors
w/custom inlay borders, walk-in closets, French doors to a private office & French doors to a large open balcony.
Make this home your own by customizing your dreams to reality with the builder.  (052001047)

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano -  New ConstructionWESTFIELD $1,679,000

Beautiful 5 bedroom, 2 full and 2 half bath Raised Ranch, perfectly positioned on almost an acre on a quiet tree-lined
double cul-de-sac.  This home features a new gourmet kitchen with cherry wood cabinetry, stainless steel appliances,
Italian granite and tiles.  The slate patio has a built-in grill overlooking a private yard with gazebo.  DIR: Cooper to
Fenimore to Mohawk to Brandywine #7.  (052001267)

This beautiful ¾ bedroom Split Level home, on a large lot, features an open floor plan perfect for entertaining.  The
many recent updates include a stunning new kitchen . . . adjoining a formal dining room with built-in breakfront &
French doors leading to the sunny, spacious family room.  Additional updates include a new main bath, Pella windows
and a new roof.  Central air, newly refinished hardwood floors, convenience to town, schools & NYC transportation
complete the appeal of this lovely home.  (052001007)

Open Floor PlanWESTFIELD $519,000

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence.  This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.570%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12 months, in effect
as of 7/18/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.370% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.570% (7.680% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates can change monthly during the
life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier.  Deferred Interest: Payments will revert to fully amortizing over the
remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,664 would be due in month 35.  Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest paid on your mortgage and the effect of deferred
interest for your specific tax situation.  Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about
interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000.  Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers.  This program is not available in all areas.  Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates quoted are
as of 7/18/06 and subject to change.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

BUY FOR $1503/MO.


