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Mosaic Madness to Come
To Visual Arts Center

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey, located at 68 Elm
Street in Summit, will offer several
workshops this fall for adults and
kids on the art of mosaics.

For adults, Concrete Mosaic Fig-
ures will be taught by potter and ce-
ramicist Becky Santora and offered
on Sundays, October 29 and Novem-
ber 5, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. In this
workshop, students will design and
create a concrete figure embedded
with tiles to decorate their homes or
gardens. Ms. Santora will also teach
Introduction to Mosaic on two Sun-
days, November 12 and 19, also from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This workshop provides a way to
recycle broken china or colored glass
or tiles from a recent renovation and

turn the shards into a new piece. It
will teach attendees to turn ordinary
tables, shelves, picture frames and
more into extraordinary mosaic mas-
terpieces using simple techniques.

For kids, instructor Lynn Celler
will teach two workshops on mosa-
ics, both on a Thanksgiving holiday
theme. Thanksgiving mosaic trays
will be offered Wednesday, Novem-
ber 15, from 3:45 to 5:15 p.m., and
Friday, November 17, from 3:30 to 5
p.m.

Children will learn how to decorate
a wooden tray with mosaics and then
paint a Thanksgiving theme in the
center, creating a lovely centerpiece
for their holiday table.

For information on these and the
many other classes and workshops
that are offered at the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey, contact
Dannielle Mick, education director,
at (908) 273-9121, extension 16 or
visit artcenternj.org.

Edison to Present
It’s A Wonderful Life

WESTFIELD – The Edison Inter-
mediate School Theater Guild pre-
sents its fourth annual fall drama, the
retelling of Frank Capra’s classic It’s
a Wonderful Life.

George Bailey is a small-time build-
ing and loan owner who always
dreamed of leaving the small town of
Bedford Falls and becoming some-
thing bigger, but always felt that he
never lived the “good life.”

It is not until Mr. Bailey meets his
guardian angel that he realizes how
important he is to all those around
him whom he loves.

It’s a Wonderful Life is a tale that
demonstrates how all actions make a
difference to many people, and it
speaks to the preciousness of life.

Nick Kapur, Amelia Morabito, Nick
Shorrock, Catalina Gaglioti, Rachel
Chodor and Colleen McCabe will
star in the production.

Performances are held on Friday
and Saturday, November 3 and 4, at
7:30 p.m., with a special after-school
performance on Thursday, Novem-
ber 2, at 4 p.m.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
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George S. Kaufman said, “Satire is
what closes on Saturday night.” But
with a little luck, Man of the Year
should at least make it to the Sunday
matinee.

Too bad it isn’t that funny. Man-
kind might have benefited. Not just
because of the laughs we could have
shared. There’s some awfully impor-
tant stuff at stake here… maybe the
future of America, or perhaps even
the whole Western World.

Okay, just kidding. It‘s merely to
illustrate the way director Barry
Levinson somberly and piously de-
livers unto us his latest comedy, if
that’s what it is. Some apologists have
coined “dramedy” to explain away
the often joyless lilt of his albeit mes-
sage-filled fantasy about a comedian
becoming the President of these
United States.

Pity, the last three great Presidents
we’ve elected have been but chimeras
on the big screen: Kevin Kline as
Dave (1993); Michael Douglas as
The American President (1995), and
now Robin Williams as talk show
host/comic Tom Dobbs. The key word,
you’ll note, is elected.

Yes indeed, it’s a sore subject in
this 230th year of our declared inde-
pendence as a nation of free people.
It’s the crazy aunt of our country’s
history. We know she’s there, locked-
up in the attic. We don’t discuss it
much. Mr. Levinson tries to kick start
the dialogue.

More studious than sly, his lam-
poon is a veritable bibliography of
the process. And admittedly there are
some good things here. You have to
go some to find characters who wryly
quote Twain. “The difference between
fact and fiction is that fiction must
seem credible,” opines a campaign
aid as populist candidate Tom Dobbs
dreams the impossible dream.

But common sense, wit and wis-
dom can’t make up for the obvious
dearth of real belly laughs. Nope,
even with posterity in the balance,
audiences want to cackle and snort.

Levinson self-consciously chafes
at the inherent challenge his mission
presents. And we sense the diffi-
culty… especially when the initial
high jinks make a surprise turn down
Suspense Street. No longer chuck-
ling, we’re now worrying about the
fate of Eleanor Green (Laura Linney),
love interest and discoverer of a real
bad secret the vote tallying company
she works for is trying to keep under
wraps.

Sound all too familiar? Well, it is
preaching to the choir. The blue state
people will yell hooray. Barbra
Streisand will call Levinson to sing
her kudos. And the red state crowd
will grumble, “…never happened.”
The opposing groups will separate to
different parts of the Bijou. This hardly
makes for guffaws.

Not that Robin Williams doesn’t
try to mend fences. He’s the right
Pagliacci for the job alright. He’s
done this before…adeptly walked the
line between serious send-up and the
endearing wackiness that his trade-
mark, rapid-fire shtick can generate.
Yet the script’s shortcomings shape
his performance into a microcosm of
the film‘s overall problem. Neither

Man of the Year
Won’t Last the Week

the muse of comedy nor drama is
served.

Giving it their all with somewhat
better results, both Christopher
Walken’s Jack Menken and Lewis
Black’s Eddie Langston are fun.
Former business manager Menken is
now running Tom’s campaign, while
Langston has merely switched hats
from comedy scribe to speechwriter.
The supporting pundits serve as con-
duits for writer-director Levinson’s
polemical barbs.

What we are left with is an occa-
sionally amusing, what if scenario,
incongruously swallowed up by a
cloak and dagger tale, its saving grace
Miss Linney‘s splendid portrayal of
the gal with a tragic dilemma.

Representative of the American
conscience, Eleanor Green must de-
cide between truth and expediency.
Maybe this idealistic funnyman will
make a better President than either of
the major parties’ clowns. But if he
wasn’t duly elected, aren’t we then
missing the whole idea of this great
experiment we call democracy?

The film’s well-intentioned, alle-
gorical sentiment is never in doubt:
Even with the shoe on the left foot, it
still doesn’t feel quite comfortable.
But without the proper strategy to
artistically convey that truth, Mr.
Levinson’s Man of the Year doesn’t
win our vote.

* * * *
Man of the Year, rated PG-13, is a

Universal Picture’s release directed
by Barry Levinson and stars Robin
Williams, Laura Linney and Christo-
pher Walken. Running time: 115 min-
utes

“Wrong Turn” by Bryan Zanisnik, c-print, 2006, 24" x 40"- Tomasulo Exhibit

Dina West Holds
Book Signing in WF

WESTFIELD – Dina West of
Mountainside, author of “Bloom and
Grow with Your Learning Disabil-
ity” and “Study Abroad Survival
Guide” will hold a book singing on
Saturday, October 28, from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Westfield’s Town Book
Store, located at 255 East Broad
Street.

Dina, a senior at The College of St.
Elizabeth’s in Morristown, majors in
psychology and history. Her recently
published books are both educational
and motivational.

Interested attendees who are un-
able to attend this event can call the
bookstore at (908) 233-3535 and re-
serve an autographed copy.

Dina West

McGinn School Holds
Live Art Auction

SCOTCH PLAINS – McGinn El-
ementary School of Scotch Plains will
hold a live art auction fundraiser on
October 27 at 7 p.m. at the Kenilworth
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post.

Tickets are $20 per person in advance
or at the door and include hors d’oeuvres,
beer, wine, coffee and dessert.

Students recently participated in
an after-school project to create fab-
ric squares that have been made into
a handmade quilt to be auctioned at
the event.

Sports memorabilia, sculpture, jew-
elry and framed artwork will also be
available for preview at 7 p.m. before
the live auction at 8 p.m. Proceeds will
benefit McGinn classrooms. Gift bas-
kets from local businesses will be
raffled off at the event.

 More information is available at
spfk12.org/mcginn or from Chairper-
son Jane Costello at (908) 928-1125.

Flute Excites in Mostly
(Baroque) Music Concert

By BRAD TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On Sunday, Oc-
tober 15, Mostly Music performed a
program of baroque music by J.S.
Bach, Vivaldi and Rameau at Temple
Emanu-el.

Like the concert I attended last
March, this one missed featured artist
Ani Kavafian, who could not partici-
pate due to a scheduling conflict.
Carter Brey, the other featured artist,
was present.

Guest artists included Tara Helen
O’Connor (flute), Lily Francis (vio-
lin and viola), Mark Holloway (viola),
David Grossman (bass) and Robert
Wolinsky (harpsichord). With two-
weeks notice, the able Cheryl Staples
replaced Ms. Kavafian on violin.

Mr. Holloway’s knowledge of the
baroque repertoire made him the de
facto host. His informal and occa-
sionally witty remarks provided a
historical and musical context for each
piece.

He mentioned how great an influ-
ence Vivaldi’s music had on the young
Bach and how the building of
Versailles in 1690 ultimately led to a
demand for music in the French style
throughout Europe.

Mr. Brey and Mr. Wolinsky per-
formed Bach’s Sonata in G minor.
Playing on his modern cello, Mr. Brey
made a concession toward the ba-
roque equivalent viola da gamba by
eschewing his instrument’s endpin
and instead holding the cello between
his knees.

In the first movement Vivace, Mr.
Brey’s full sound and dynamic style
seemed to overshadow the compara-
tively uninflected harpsichord, whose
volume was limited by the thin tex-
ture of the writing.

Mr. Brey seemed to adjust to this
disparity and toned down as the piece
progressed. In the second movement
Adagio, Mr. Brey moderated his vi-
brato substantially, and achieved a
more transparent sound that meshed
better with Mr. Wolinsky’s harpsi-
chord, which employed a melodic
line in the right hand over a walking
bass in the left hand.

The fugal Allegro ended the piece
with great panache, with brisk trip-
lets being traded back and forth be-
tween the two instruments.

Vivaldi’s Concerto for Flute and
Strings in D “La Giardellino” ended
the first half of the program. All the
performers participated, with Ms.
O’Connor standing in the center of a
half circle formed by the rest of the
musicians.

The first movement had the famil-
iar form of the baroque concerto with
episodes sandwiched between
ritornelli. As Mr. Wolinsky mentioned
before the piece, Vivaldi used the
flute to mimic birdcalls in a fashion
similar to that in the “Spring” move-
ment of The Four Seasons.

Ms. O’Connor’s bright and lush
sound captured the audience’s atten-
tion immediately. Ms. Staples and
she traded lines back and forth with
sensitive interplay.

The second movement was a lovely
aria for the flute, which was accom-

panied only by the continuo (harpsi-
chord, cello and bass). Ms. O’Connor
played it with beautiful tone and el-
egant phrasing.

The brisk final movement was a
display of flute and string virtuosity.
Ms. Staples alternately played pas-
sages in thirds with Ms. O’Connor
and Ms. Francis. The ensemble and
clarity of the rapid, intertwining
voices was wonderful.

After the intermission, Ms. Staples
and Ms. Francis joined with Mr.
Wolinsky in a group of dances by
Rameau entitled Concert II. Mr.
Wolinsky explained that the piece
was among a group of trios by the
composer that were the first to have
the harpsichord part completely writ-
ten out.

The violinists stood in front of the
harpsichord. The playing was grace-
ful, and the thinner texture of the
dances permitted the harpsichord to
be more of an equal partner with the
two violins as they played in counter-
point.

Ms. Staples and Ms. Francis alter-
nately played separate lines and also
joined each other in thirds and sixths.
The music had plenty of ornamenta-
tion, often in duet, which required
and received great ensemble between
the participants. Especially lovely was
the G minor Menuet, which was strik-
ingly chromatic.

The final piece in the program was
Bach’s marvelous Suite No. 2 in B
minor. The full complement of musi-
cians was arrayed on stage as it was
previously with the Vivaldi, with Ms.
O’Connor the only musician stand-
ing. Most of the first violin part
doubled the flute, with the latter
granted the occasional solo. None of
the musicians rested for very long,
especially the featured flutist.

The suite, as was typical of the
genre, began with an Overture in the
French style, which had an opening
section in stately tempo with dotted
rhythms. The second section consisted
of a fugue in a faster tempo, replete
with several solo episodes by the flute.
The movement ended with a 16-bar
reprise of the stately theme.

Of particular interest in this piece
was an extended flute solo in the
Double of the Polonaise. The continuo
played the Polonaise theme under-
neath the florid variation by the flute.

The final Badinerie was taken at
breakneck speed. Although the violin
shadowed some of the flute passages,
the flutist really had the limelight.
There were no rests in the score, only
a few quarter notes that Ms. O’Connor
could use to sneak in a breath.

Although it was obvious the move-
ment was technically challenging, Ms.
O’Connor never sacrificed tone or
phrasing in her effort to execute the
rapid notes.

The performance was dazzling,
capping a fine concert with many of
the audience rising to their feet. Ms.
O’Connor may have been the star of
the evening, but the taut and sensitive
playing of the other six musicians
made it all work seamlessly, and the
audience made it clear that they ap-
preciated it.

Garwood Studio Offers
 Free Ballroom Dance Trial

WESTFIELD – Instead of dread-
ing going out on the dance floor,
interested parties can learn the tech-
niques of ballroom dancing.

Ballroom dancing will be offered
at Garwood’s Cindy Smith Dance
Studio and instructed by John
Russitano, who has taught ballroom
dance for seven years at local area
studios. He will also instruct in waltz,
foxtrot, swing, samba, rhumba, tango,
salsa, merengue, quick step, cha cha
and more.

Mr. Russitano performs on
Comcast television in “Make You
Wanna Dance,” seen on local chan-
nels in Scotch Plains, Westfield,
Summit, Short Hills, Berkeley
Heights and other local towns.
Classes are available privately or for
groups.

Mr. Russitano is a Fred Astaire-
trained professional ballroom dance
instructor. He has also developed a
Social Rhythm program taught in
Union County.

There will be a free ballroom dance
class offered on Friday, November
3, at 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. and on
Sunday, November 5, at 3:30 and
4:30 p.m.

Also available for a free trial class
is Dance Dance Revolution (DDR)
on Friday, November 3, at 7 and 8
p.m. for all ages. Attendees can have
fun, get exercise and learn to com-
pete.

Tony Smith, Jr., former co-director
and current staff member of Star of
Tomorrow Performing Arts Camp
where he taught Stage Combat, Spe-
cial Effects, Stage Make-Up and more,
will teach DDR. He is also a certified
stuntman and member of the United
Stuntmen’s Association. For addi-
tional information, visit Stars of
Tomorrow’s website at
starzoftomorrow.com.

Prospective dancers interested in
participating in any of the free
classes, must call (908) 789-9123 to

register.
The Cindy Smith Dance Studio is

located at 98 North Avenue in
Garwood. For information on classes
in tap, jazz, ballet, modern, hip-hop,
pointe, competition, pre-school, adult
classes and more, visit
cindysmithdancestudio.com.

Kean Presents WSO’s
Frankenstein Lives

WESTFIELD – Using the master-
works of the classical music reper-
toire and new original material, The
Westfield Symphony, under the di-
rection of David Wroe, will perform
a soundtrack accompaniment to in-
tensify the visual suspense of this
Boris Karloff horror classic Fran-
kenstein Lives at Kean University’s
Wilkins Theatre, located at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union, at 7:30
p.m.

Tickets are $30 for the general pub-
lic, $25 for seniors and $20 for chil-
dren, and are available at the Wilkins
Theatre Box Office by calling (908)
737-SHOW (7469), and online at
www.keanstage.com.

Tomasulo Exhibit Sheds
New Light on Garden State

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Union County
College’s (UCC) Tomasulo Gallery
opened its 2006-2007 season with an
eclectic multimedia exhibit center-
ing on the Garden State, entitled “Site
Specific, NJ: Photographic Explora-
tions.”

The exhibit places a spotlight on
seven artists whose work transcends
the negative stereotypes usually as-
sociated with New Jersey, and offers
refreshingly new perspectives on the
place we call home.

Rural, suburban and industrial land-
scapes are featured in this presenta-
tion, which ranges from a mosaic of
more than 100 Polaroid snapshots to
c-prints to traditionally developed
photographs.

The seven artists – Brendan Carroll,
Deborah Garwood, Andrzej Jerzy
Lech, Tom Sullens, Emma Wilcox,
Christina Wilson and Bryan Zanisnik
– study New Jersey in unique and
diverse ways, then offer their work to
the viewer for personal interpreta-
tion.

The artists’ perspectives range from
the colorfully playful to the stark
intenseness of black and white.

Mr. Carroll offers a wall full of
captioned Polaroid snapshots of his
hometown of Kendall Park that he
calls “Kendall Park Series.” His pho-
tos show a progression of the area
from the 1950s to the present.

Ms. Garwood contributes a series
of photographs of south Jersey’s
Evans Pond from a body of work that
she has been creating since 1997.

Mr. Lech’s photographs of empty
Asbury Park locations echo what once
was. He uses traditional printing tech-
niques and vintage cameras to create
his photographic study.

Mr. Sullens’s work concentrates

on the dense transportation network
in and around Newark, Jersey City,
Bayonne and Elizabeth. His photo-
graphs of the movement of trains,
planes, trucks and cars were shot in
the dark with low speed film and
extremely long exposures.

Newark and Jersey City, along with
Kearney, are also the subjects of Ms.
Wilcox’s photographs. Her work con-
centrates on those places that are
slowly disappearing to make room
for urban renewal.

The interiors of two abandoned
railroad cars situated alongside the
Delaware and Raritan Canal in
Lambertville are the topics of Ms.
Wilson’s “Lambertville Train Series.”
Her photographic study transforms
objects of neglect into objects of
beauty.

The compromised landscape of the
New Jersey Meadowlands is the fo-
cus of Mr. Zanisnik’s photography.
Playful and innovative, his work con-
tains satellite imagery and homemade
map keys.

Mary Birmingham guest curates
“Site Specific, NJ: Photographic Ex-
plorations.”

The exhibit opened on Septem-
ber 15 and is scheduled to close
today.

Opening at Tomasulo Gallery on
November 10 is “Counter Balance,” a
solo show of stoneware clay sculp-
ture by Elaine Lorenz.

The Tomasulo Gallery is located in
the Kenneth MacKay Library on the
Cranford Campus of UCC, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue. The gal-
lery is open from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Mondays through Thursdays and from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.
Evening hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesdays through Thursdays. For
more information, call (908) 709-
7155.

presents
Westfield Symphony Orchestra

Frankenstein 
Lives!

October 28, 2006 at 7:30 p.m.
Wilkins Theatre

Using the masterworks of the classical music repertoire and
new original material, The Westfield Symphony, under the
direction of David Wroe, performs a soundtrack as the
movie is projected above the orchestra and directly in view
of the audience. Never before has this horror classic been
brought to life in such symphonic splendor, intensifying the
visual suspense created by Boris Karloff’s genius.

Public: $30
Alumni, Faculty, Staff, Senior: $25
Student, Child: $20 Conductor David Wroe

KEAN

STAGE

For more information, call the Kean Stage/Wilkins Theatre Box Office at 908-737-SHOW (7469)
or visit our Web site at www.keanstage.com and order your tickets online!


