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By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Here come those scary ghosts and
goblins again. Ding dong! Trick-or-
Treat. It’s Freddie Krueger and
Batman along with blood-dripping
graveyard escapees at the door.

Motley looking witches and pretty
princesses are all out in the dark
haunted night looking for some candy,
but where did such a creepy tradition
come from?

Some say Halloween has evolved
from the Celtics (circa 800 B.C.),
who held an annual celebration at the
end of October to celebrate the end of
summer.

They called this harvest festival
“Samhain” in commemoration of the
being believed to be the Celtic God of
the Dead. Although this is now as-
sumed to be a myth, it is probable that
the modern day concept of ghosts and
creatures resurrecting on Halloween
has its roots in this old Celtic belief.

In celebration of the harvest, the
Celts went from door to door to col-
lect food to offer to their Gods. It is
likely that trick-or-treating has sprung
from this tradition. One thing we do
know for sure: Halloween has turned
into a very profitable proposition for
the sugar industry, as well as for den-
tists.

To make your Halloween more
“spooktacular,” visit the haunted
house at Memorial Pool, which has
been a favorite for Westfield resi-
dents and their friends for the last 15
years.

Haunting hours begin at 5 until 9
p.m. on October 31. It is obvious by
the abundance of decorations adorn-
ing so many homes that Westfield
takes this holiday very seriously.
Trick-or-treaters love visiting the
elaborately decorated home on East
Dudley, which has come to be known
by many as “The Halloween House.”

Here are some culinary ideas to
spruce up your Halloween celebra-
tion:

WITCHES HATS

INGREDIENTS

5 fudge striped cookies
5 chocolate kisses
1 tube orange frosting
colored sugar and confetti for decorations

PROCEDURE

Turn the cookies upside down.  Squirt a glob
of frosting on the bottom of each chocolate
kiss.  Place the kiss over the hole of each cookie
and decorate with colored sugar and/or con-
fetti before serving.

GHOST CAKE

INGREDIENTS

10 tablespoons butter (softened) 1 stick + 2
tablespoons

1 cup sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla extract

3 large eggs
2 cups sifted all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
¼ teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons baking powder
¾ cup milk
Ghost shaped pan
1-12 ounce container whipped white frost-

ing
2 chocolate kisses
1 Twizzler Pull-n-Pell candy

PROCEDURE

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Grease the
ghost shaped pan well.   In a large mixing bowl,
cream the softened butter and sugar.  Beat in
vanilla and eggs.  Add the flour, baking soda,
salt and baking powder.  Stir until smooth.
Beat in the milk.  Bake at 350 degrees for 30
minutes.  Remove and let cool for five minutes.
Remove cake by scraping along the sides once
the cake has cooled.  If difficult to remove, use
a spatula to get under the cake.  Frost the cake
and decorate with two chocolate kiss candies
inserted upside down for the eyes.  Cut a three
and a half inch piece of a Twizzler Pull-n-Peel
and use for the mouth

GHOST PEARS

1 pear (ghost shaped)
1 small container (12ounces) whipped white

frosting
2 chocolate kisses
11 mini chocolate morsels

PROCEDURE

Frost the pear with whipped white frosting.
Press the kisses on for eyes and arrange the
mini chocolate morsels in a circle for the mouth.

GHOSTLY CHOCOLATE CUP-
CAKES

INGREDIENTS

Cupcakes:
1-3/4 cups all-purpose flour
¾ cup sugar
½ cup unsweetened cocoa powder
2 teaspoons baking powder
¼ teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon salt
1 cup buttermilk
½ cup (1 stick) butter (melted)
1 egg
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 tablespoons chocolate malted milk pow-

der
1 small package (3.4 ounces) chocolate pud-

ding powder (optional)
1 -12 ounce container chocolate frosting
Orange sugar

Ghost Decorations:
24 Nutter Butter cookies
24 toothpicks
1- 12 ounce container whipped white frost-

ing
48 mini chocolate morsels

PROCEDURE

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Grease two
12-cupcake pans.  In a large bowl, sift the flour.
Add the sugar, cocoa, baking powder, baking
soda and salt.  Add the buttermilk and butter
and stir.  Add the egg, vanilla extract and
malted milk powder and combine well.   If
desired, add the pudding powder to the mixture
and stir well.  Spoon the batter into the pre-
pared cupcake pans and bake for 25 minutes or
until a toothpick comes out clean when in-
serted. Cool cupcakes and frost with the choco-
late frosting.  Sprinkle with orange sugar.

Insert a toothpick in the Nutter butter cook-
ies and frost with white frosting.  Place two
chocolate morsels on each cookie for eyes and
insert a ghost into each cupcake.
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CRANFORD – Organist Michael
Kaminski will perform the season-
opening concert at Trinity Episcopal
Church on Sunday, November 5, at 4
p.m. The concert is dedicated to the
memory of long-time parishioner
Rose Barber, who had been an avid
supporter of the church’s concert se-
ries.

Mr. Kaminski is an adjunct associ-
ate professor of organ at Brooklyn
College, as well as at Saint Francis
College. He is also on the faculty of
the Brooklyn Conservatory.

The organ recital opens the 11th
annual “Music in a Sacred Place”
concert series offered by the church,
located at North Avenue at Forest

Avenue. For details, call the church at
(908) 740-4047 or go to
trinitychurchcranford.com.

Featured in the November 5 con-
cert will be Bach’s Prelude and Fugue
in G, as well as works by Grieg,
Franck, Saint Saens and more.

The concert series continues with
an Advent presentation by the
church’s adult, bell and children’s
choirs on Sunday, December 17, at 4
p.m. in the church. Attendees are in-
vited to a reception following each
concert in Wirthington Hall.

The 2006-2007 season will feature
a concert by the Whiffinpoofs of Yale
University on Sunday, January 21, at
4 p.m.

Poet Robert Carnevale
Delivers ‘Quiet Intensity’

Robert Carnevale

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD –Renowned New Jer-
sey poet Robert Carnevale was re-
cently a guest reader at the Carriage
House Poetry series in Fanwood.

Born in Benevento, Italy, and raised
in the Patterson area, Mr. Carnevale
now lives in Wan-
tage.

“Poetry did start
early with me,
around the age of
10 or 11, and it has
been a constant
throughout all
other changes,” he
explained.

His poems ap-
pear in three an-
thologies: “The
Anthology of
Magazine Verse,”
“ U n s e t t l i n g
America: An An-
thology of
Multicultural Po-
etry” and “The
Breath of Parted
Lips II: Voices
from The Frost
Place.”

At the reading, Mr. Carnevale in-
troduced the audience to a wide se-
lection of his poems, including the
hauntingly reflective “A Bottle of
Milk,” as well as the reminiscent “A
Clothesline in Patterson.”

“Robert Carnevale’s poems are
powerful, evocative and superbly
crafted. For many years, his work has
impressed, humbled and moved me,”
Fanwood’s Adele Kenny, co-director
of the Fanwood Arts Council and
founder of the Carriage House Poetry
Series, said.

“In performance, he engages his
audience in a gentle but compelling
manner which, like his poems, is reso-
nant with quiet intensity,” she contin-
ued.

Mr. Carnevale, commenting on the
Carriage House Poetry Series, called
it “a lovely literary scene.”

“[It is] serious but not self-
serious…precious, intelligent and
kind at the same time.”

He holds a Masters of Fine Arts
degree in poetry from Columbia Uni-
versity and currently teaches writing
and literature at Sussex County Com-
munity College and Drew University.

He worked as
principal literary
researcher for the
“Voices & Vi-
sions” film series
on American po-
etry that aired na-
tionally over PBS
in 1988.

Mr. Carnevale
notes publication
in The Paris Re-
view and The New
Yorker among his
accomplishments.

He has also
served as the as-
sistant coordina-
tor of the
Geraldine R.
Dodge Poetry
Foundation Pro-
gram for six years
and worked on

four of its poetry festivals.
Recently, he has collaborated with

scholar Carol Ueland on translating
the writings of the Russian poet
Aleksandr Kushner, work for which
they won a National Endowment for
the Arts Literary Translation Fellow-
ship in 2003.

An independent entity, the Carriage
House series currently functions as a
satellite project of the Fanwood Arts
Council and meets monthly from Sep-
tember to June at the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center in Fanwood. On
December 7, The Carriage House Po-
etry Series will celebrate its eighth
anniversary with poets Renee Ashley
and Peter Murphy.

For more information about the
Carriage House Poetry Series, log
onto Fanwood’s website at
visitfanwood.com.

Mountainside Hosts
V-Day 2007 Auditions
MOUNTAINSIDE  – Auditions for

Eve Ensler’s The Vagina Monologues
will be held on October 28 and 29 in
Mountainside. Organizers also seek a
stage manager and volunteers to help
out with the show and festive events
leading up to it.

The Vagina Monologues will be
performed in Summit this February
and all proceeds will go to local anti-
violence charities.

Those interested in auditioning or
helping out can e-mail
vmauditions@yahoo.com for an ap-
pointment or more information.

Art in the Gardens
Features Local Artists
AREA – Art in the Gardens, a

month-long celebration of the arts at
Jersey Gardens, New Jersey’s largest
outlet mall, comes to a close on Octo-
ber 28 and 29.

The following performances are
scheduled in the mall’s center court
and feature local artists:

Saturday, October 28, 5 to 6 p.m. –
Shubanjali School of Performing Arts,
Inc. of Scotch Plains.

7 to 8 p.m. – Chinese American
Music Ensemble of Westfield.

Sunday, October 29, 4:30 to 5:30
p.m. – Gil Chapman of Westfield.

Jersey Gardens is located on
Kapkowski Road at Exit 13A of the
New Jersey Turnpike. For more in-
formation about Art in the Gardens
and other programs and services of
the Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, contact the Division at 633
Pearl Street in Elizabeth by e-mailing
to culturalinfo@ucnj.org or calling
(908) 558-2550. New Jersey relay
users dial 711.

VITAL ORGANS…Organist Trent Johnson sits at the console of the grand organ
of Radio City Music Hall in New York City after a recent performance.

Johnson to Accompany
Silent Film Presentation

WESTFIELD – At 7:30 p.m. on
Friday evening, October 27, the lights
will dim in the sanctuary of
Westfield’s First United Methodist
Church (FUMC), located at One East
Broad Street. The audience will settle
and the sounds of the overture played
on the grand organ will announce the
evening’s feature presentation — the
recent restoration with original color
tinting of The Hunchback of Notre
Dame starring Lon Chaney and Patsy
Ruth Miller.

At the console of the Aeolian-Skin-
ner organ will be organist Trent
Johnson, director of music at the
FUMC, who will play the music ac-
companiment to the silent film. Per-
formed in the style reminiscent of the
theater presentations of yesteryear at

which the Wurlitzer theater organ was
the orchestra, Mr. Johnson will pro-
vide the many moods, excitement and
romance portrayed on the screen.

The 1923 film version of The
Hunchback of Notre Dame, starring
Chaney as Quasimodo and Miller as
Esmeralda, and directed by Wallace
Worsley, is one of the more famous
adaptations of Victor Hugo’s novel
“The Hunchback of Notre Dame.”

An active organ recitalist, Mr.
Johnson has performed recitals in
many of the major churches and ca-
thedrals in the United States and Eu-
rope.

Mr. Johnson often collaborates with
brass soloists and ensembles, having
performed with members of the Bal-
timore Symphony, Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) and Ameri-
can Brass Quintet among many oth-
ers. As a recording artist, Mr. Johnson
can be heard on Summit Records,
Albany Records and the Xtreme La-
bel.

His premieres in 2006 have in-
cluded The New Colossus, commis-
sioned by the WSO, five psalms for
soloists, chorus and orchestra written
for the Oratorio Singers and two vi-
gnettes commissioned by the Cygnus
Ensemble and premiered in New
York’s Merkin Concert Hall.

A $5 donation at the door is re-
quested. No tickets or reservations are
required. Parking will be available in
the church lot with an entrance off
Ferris Place. Other parking is available
on adjacent streets and in nearby lots.
The church and sanctuary are handicap
accessible. In the event of warm weather,
the sanctuary is also air-conditioned.
For further information, call the church
office at (908) 233-4211 daily from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
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Beethoven
In the second movement, the bal-

ance between the winds and the strings
was at first a bit off – the wind melody
that first slows down the string-driven
pulse was masked a bit by the strings’
zealousness. But the piano sections
brimmed with intensity, and the mu-
sical tension mounted as the orches-
tra relayed Beethoven’s tonal tricks,
avoiding real harmonic resolution and
hinting at the bigger surprise to come.

The orchestra’s loving treatment of
the Ninth’s dolce third movement was
as impressive as the vigor and agility
it poured into the surrounding move-
ments’ powerful displays. The abso-
lutely sublime beauty of the move-
ment is just spellbinding – among all
the discord, it is the longing the tor-
tured, deaf composer felt in his heart.
And the NJSO understood; the or-
chestra delivered dynamic swells
worthy of the Romantic era Beethoven
was ushering in.

Every chord locked into place, ev-
ery section of the orchestra moved as
one. First-violin runs reminiscent of
earlier movements now sounded
placid and elegant, and the orchestra
caressed the delicate phrases to heart-
breaking effect.

The regal horn entrance was as
jarring as it was meant to be, inter-
rupting the movement’s gentle rev-
erie only a few minutes before its end
with a sort of call to arms, again
blocking the movement from achiev-
ing any real resolution.

Then, with a tremendous, crashing
chord, the orchestra arrived at the
core of the Ninth (and one of the best
musical jokes in history) – the epic
fourth movement. Immediately,
something is wrong. The orchestra
starts “tuning” – Beethoven has them
start playing the first movement again!
After a few phrases, the cellos and
basses cut everyone off – “Hold on,
we’ve already been here,” their uni-
son melody says without words. “Try
something else.” But instead of find-
ing a new melody, the rest of the
orchestra starts playing the second
movement. Again the cellos and
basses object, but the orchestra moves
right on to the third movement’s
melody. This time, after the lower
strings scold the orchestra, they take
matters into their own hands, pre-
senting a new melody. The orchestra
listens to the quiet, fluid theme and,

slowly but surely, joins in.
When Beethoven “confused” the

orchestra, made them cycle through
the preceding three movements and
gave those protesting cellos and basses
that melody – the “Ode to Joy” – the
symphony would never be the same.

Järvi’s orchestra breathed life into
the triumph fantastically; the
orchestra’s dogged insistence on play-
ing the old themes was made musi-
cally hysterical by the lower strings’
sharp melodic reproof.

From there, the excitement only
mounted. The orchestra’s exuberant
frenzy built up to bass soloist Kevin
Langan’s sudden entrance – a sur-
prising interruption even to those who
knew it was coming. The solo vocal
quartet was excellent; the blend of
the two female voices was lovely.

The Montclair Chorale sang with
the crispness and dexterity of a pro-
fessional choir. The singers passion-
ately rose above the orchestra, and
their dynamic range and control was
impressive.

It was a breathtaking finale, and
audience members couldn’t jump out
of their seats fast enough to applaud
wildly as the orchestra and chorus
brought the explosive symphony to a
close. By Järvi’s third curtain call, it
was obvious that he and his orchestra
had done much more than present
two pieces bookending a symphony-
writing career; they had illustrated
the incredible growth of an incredible
composer, from his beginnings to
possibly the defining work of his
massive oeuvre.

Perhaps the highest moment of a
concert filled with emotional highs
came during the orchestra’s encore of
the Ninth’s finale’s coda. Järvi liter-
ally jumped up and down as he con-
ducted, mimicking intense violin
tremolos with his arms and letting his
musicians run free. The four soloists
belted out the tutti vocal parts along
with the choir, and the look on the
soprano’s face was (no pun intended)
the purest joy – a rare moment of
singing just for the fun of it, shedding
the air of decorum that usually hangs
over classical-music performances.
This was how Beethoven’s contem-
porary audiences would have experi-
enced the piece – in a much less
formal setting, musicians and audi-
ence diving into a masterpiece to-
gether.

The orchestra presented
Beethoven’s symphony-writing meta-
morphosis beautifully. It will be won-
derful to watch such top-notch musi-
cians fill in the timeline this season.

*    *    *    *
The next performance in the NJSO’s

Beethoven series features the Sixth
Symphony (“Pastoral”) on Novem-
ber 17 and 18 at NJPAC in Newark.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 11/2/06 and
opened and read for:

Maintenance Structures Repairs Contract No. 1-2006, One (1) Orphan Bridge,
Walnut Street over Elizabeth Industrial Track; Brough of Roselle, Union County

100% State, DP  NO: 06417

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 (formerly known as
Executive Order 134) apparent low bidder must provide a completed, signed Contrac-
tor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Forms within seven (7)
state busines days from the project bid date.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registra-
tion shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 10/12/06, 10/19/06 and 10/26/06, The Leader Fee: $211.14

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR MINOR SUBDIVISION APPROVAL

In compliance with the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, the land use ordinances
of the Town of Westfield, and the rules and regulations of the Town’s Planning Board,
NOTICE is hereby given that the Westfield Planning Board will conduct a PUBLIC
HEARING as follows:

1.  Applicant: D. Villane Construction, LLC

2.  Owners: Charles T. & Wendy Schmidt

3.  Property: 294 Seneca Place
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Block 701, Lot 2

4.  Zone: RS-6

5.  Date of Hearing: Monday, November 6, 2006

6.  Time of Hearing: 8:00 P.M.

7.  Place of Hearing: Westfield Municipal Building Council Chambers
425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

8.  Application: Minor Subdivision – demolish existing single-family
residence and create two new conforming lots from
the existing lot

An Application dated August 23, 2006 was filed by the Applicant.
Waivers or exceptions may be sought for certain site plan details which are set forth

on the Application and such other site plan details or relief as may be appropriate. A copy
of the application and documents are on file in the Administration Office of the Town
Engineer, 959 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, and may be inspected
during normal business hours (8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.) by all interested parties at least
10 days prior to the hearing. In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, any
person that might require special needs should be in contact with the Planning Board
office during normal business hours so that their needs may be addressed (visually or
hearing impaired, wheelchair bound, etc.)

LEIB, KRAUS, GRISPIN & ROTH
Attorneys for Applicants

1 T - 10/26/06, The Leader Fee: $66.30

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR AMENDMENT TO MINOR SUBDIVISION APPROVAL

In compliance with the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, the land use ordinances
of the Town of Westfield, and the rules and regulations of the Town’s Planning Board,
NOTICE is hereby given that the Westfield Planning Board will conduct a PUBLIC
HEARING as follows:

1.  Applicant: Needle Point Homes, LLC

2.  Property: 568 First Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Block 29.11, Lot 12.01

3.  Zone: RS-6

4.  Date of Hearing: Monday, November 6, 2006

5.  Time of Hearing: 8:00 P.M.

6.  Place of Hearing: Westfield Municipal Building
Council Chambers
425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

7.  Application: Amend Application No. 04-27(V) approved on
June 6, 2005 and memorialized on June 20, 2005
to allow an existing garage to remain (rather than
be demolished). The garage requires the follow-
ing bulk variance relief:

Ordinance Permitted Present Proposed
Section 13.01.F. 5.0 feet 2.55 feet 2.55 feet
Side Yard Setback Accessory

Section 13.01.G.1.b 5.0 feet 3.71 feet 3.71 feet
Rear Yard Setback Accessory

Section 12.04 F. 1 & 2 22% 25.34% 25.34%
Maximum Building Coverage

An Application dated August 11, 2006 was filed by the Applicant.
Variances, waivers or exceptions may be sought for certain site plan details which are

set forth on the Application and such other site plan details or relief as may be appropriate.
A copy of the application and documents are on file in the Administration Office of the

Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, and may be
inspected during normal business hours (8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.)  by all interested parties
at least 10 days prior to the hearing. In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities
Act, any person that might require special needs should be in contact with the Planning
Board office during normal business hours so that their needs may be addressed (visually
or hearing impaired, wheelchair bound, etc.)

LEIB, KRAUS, GRISPIN & ROTH
Attorneys for Applicants

1 T - 10/26/06, The Leader Fee: $81.60

Metro Chorus Seeks
Interested Singers

CRANFORD – The Metro
Rhythm Chorus encourages all
adult women who love to sing to
join them in rehearsing each
Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the gym of
the Presbyterian Church, located
at the intersection of Springfield
and Union Avenues in Cranford,
toward a holiday performance to
be presented on Sunday, Novem-
ber 26, at 4 p.m. at the church.

This community show is an an-
nual event in Cranford, wherein the
Metro Rhythm Chorus starts off the
holiday season with bright, cheerful
music, festive costumes and light
refreshments.

The ability to read music is not
required of any interested singer.
Learning tapes are provided, along
with free vocal lessons. The music
is easy, and the tunes familiar.

Organist Concert to Honor
Parishioner on November 5


