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THERIOMORPHIC
1. Grotesque transformation; such as

from a human to a werewolf
2. Said of gods having the form of an

animal
3. Rapidly changing from a solid form

to a gaseous form
4. An animal’s ability to change its

form to adapt to its surroundings for pro-
tection

ARGALI
1. A species of very large wild sheep
2. Having a silver coating or luster
3. A native of a mountainous area in

northwestern Scotland
4. A Scottish thatched hut

RYOT
1. A daydream
2. Robbery
3. A tenant farmer of India
4. An undue burden or unfair demand

DIANOETIC
1. Belonging to a species of caustic

curves or surfaces caused by refraction
2. Capable of thought through logic,

rather than intuitive reasoning
3. Evil; doing the Devil’s work
4. The entire range of a musical instru-

ment or voice
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Is Our Community
Losing Its Character?
As a longtime Scotch Plains resident, I

was appalled to see the new Scotch Plains
miniature golf course that was constructed
on Plainfield Avenue. My concerns in-
clude the following: Who is paying for
the water to run through the Fred Flintstone
fountain in the middle? Who is covering
the liability if someone gets hurt or falls
into one of the ponds on the site? Aren’t
the lights going to disturb the neighbors
across the street, and who is paying the
electric bill?

The mini-golf course was not needed.
It is ugly and the fencing and shrubs don’t
hide that fact. Why couldn’t a mini-golf
course have been rebuilt at Bowcraft on
Route 22, where it would have been in
keeping with the amusement-park theme?
Is this what our tax dollars are paying for?

I am not against progress, but our com-
munity is losing its charm and character.
In addition to the teardowns being re-
placed with large big box houses, do we
have to put something up on every avail-
able piece of property in town?

Cynthia Newman
Scotch Plains

We Need Ethical Representation,
Principled and not One-Party Rule

Letters to the Editor

Former SP Mayor Disagrees With
DEM Campaign Mgr.’s Response

I read with much interest the article
regarding the controversy caused by the
letter from former Scotch Plains police
chief Tom O’Brien and the response to
your reporter from Richard Samuel, cam-
paign manager for the Scotch Plains Demo-
cratic candidates. I have been a candidate
in elections for local and state offices and
I completely disagree with Mr. Samuel’s
attitude regarding this situation.

When an individual declares his or her

candidacy, they know that they will sub-
jected to intense scrutiny. The people
have a right to examine every aspect of a
candidate’s past as well as considering
their future prospects.

Former Chief O’Brien should be com-
mended for bringing to the public’s aware-
ness a situation which could deem the
candidate unfit to hold office, if elected.
Chief O’Brien, as a resident of Scotch
Plains, not only had a right to come for-
ward with information potentially detri-
mental to Mr. LeStrange but had a re-
sponsibility to his neighbors to do so. Had
the electorate been more diligent in ex-
amining the character flaws of political
candidates, we would not read of so many
politicians going to jail on a regular basis.

Mr. Samuel was disingenuous in his
effort to deflect the heat away from his
candidate by maligning a highly respected
individual who dedicated his entire ca-
reer in the service of our community. The
nobler course would have been to offer a
rational response to Chief O’Brien’s let-
ter. Mr. Samuel, a very successful attor-
ney, knows very well that Chief O’Brien
is not a candidate for public office and the
incident to which Mr. Samuel refers has
no relevancy in this election.

I detect a sense of panic in the Demo-
cratic camp. Perhaps this is the reason
that they refuse to debate this year, thus
leaving the citizens of Scotch Plains con-
fused about the Democrats’ positions on
the issues, which confront us. One can
only wonder what the debate could have
revealed by the pointed questions, which
obviously would have been asked.

Former Mayor Gabe Spera
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

The letters you published in the most
recent issue [The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times] kind of “pushed me over the edge”
and influenced me to write the following.
Being a native German, although a natu-
ralized U.S. citizen since 1992, I apolo-
gize for not being perfect in choosing the
most appropriate words. However, this is
what I like to contribute to our political
climate:

Not “right and left”, but “right and
wrong” should be a voter’s guideline.
When I moved into this country almost
exactly 20 years ago, I was sure that I had
left behind the European political bicker-
ing between “right and left” oriented po-

litical parties and would, instead, be-
come familiar with serious decision mak-
ing processes based on thoughts of “right
and wrong,” represented by politicians
who valued ethical principles as defined
by George Washington, Abraham Lin-
coln and, yes, Ronald Reagan.

I was wrong. Our politicians on the
national, regional and local level are
more and more, it seems, forgetting ethi-
cal principles and argue along party lines.
As a consequence, we, the voters, need
to also focus more on parties rather than
on the individual candidate’s willing-
ness - not to talk about their abilities - to
change what is (or may be) wrong in the
halls of congress or in our local govern-
ments. Promises made before an elec-
tion have been broken too frequently by
those we elected - and there is not much
of a difference between Democrats and
Republicans.

Focusing on parties rather than on per-
sonal qualities makes it evident that a
party candidate, who, just to use one
example, tells us that the civil war we
created in Iraq is part of our war against
terrorism, shouldn’t get the vote of any-
body who - like the majority of our adult
population - is convinced that we moved
against Iraq because the Bush administra-
tion used the trap of deception to “sell” its
(long existing) intentions.

Focusing more on parties on our re-
gional and local levels also makes it evi-
dent that we shouldn’t any longer tolerate
“one-party governments.” It becomes
necessary to have Republicans join the
Union County Board of Freeholders; it
becomes necessary, too, to send Demo-
crats into the town council of Scotch
Plains. In our township, the Republicans
have long abandoned the classic credo of
the conservatives to tightly control costs
and keep taxes at least in check with the
inflation rate if they can’t be reduced. It

also seems as if the town’s administrator,
although obligated to act “neutral,” has
turned to be a (Republican) partisan -
which is, by itself, inexcusable.

However, my belief that parties should
dominate our political votes is also not
perfect. I would admit that there should
be at least one exception: Any member of
the U.S. Senate should be, first and fore-
most, ethically beyond reproach. Person-
alities like John McCain have shown us
what we are allowed to expect. Mr.
Menendez simply cannot pass this ethical
standard. He comes, I regret to mention it,
not even close.

Dr. Fritz Bauer
Scotch Plains

S. Plains Cannot Afford
To Lose Tom Atkins

Recent rumors seem to be swirling
about in our town that the Democratic
candidates for the Scotch Plains Council
plan on firing Tom Atkins as the munici-
pal manager if they get control of our
government.

I encourage this paper to investigate
these rumors and if proven true, find out
why the Democrats are basing their cam-
paign on something so totally destructive
rather than constructive.

Tom Atkins grew up in this town and
has worked tirelessly and well for the
community for several decades. He has
worked with both Republican and Demo-
cratic Councils over the years and is re-
spected statewide for his work in the field.

I have always known him to be a gentle-
man and faultlessly dedicated to the resi-
dents of this community. Scotch Plains
cannot afford to lose such a fine public
servant because of personal political ven-
dettas.

Elizabeth Mangan
Scotch Plains

Parents Responsible
For Child’s Actions

Recently, I read an article relating to a
14-year old California student who wrote
the words “Kill Bush” on her website.
The phrase was accompanied by a bullet-
ridden illustration of the President with a
dagger stabbing his outstretched hand.

In response to this posting, the Secret
Service visited the student to question
her. The article indicates that the parents
of the 14-year-old did not like the way the
agents spoke to their daughter.

Any child who could write the words
“kill a President” should have been disci-
plined by her parents long before the
Secret Service had to get involved. This
unfortunate incident demonstrates how
many in society blame someone else for
their failures. These parents failed to teach
their child how to appropriately voice
disagreement with the President.

I think the Secret Service should have
reprimanded the parents as well.

Assemblyman Jon M. Bramnick
Westfield

Why Should We Vote
For Existing Politicians?

I wonder if any one has noticed the two
sets of signs that have been cropping up
on yards through out the state. One set is
the political sign telling us to vote for
their candidates. The other is the House
for Sale sign. How ironic, these signs are.

People are moving out of state, a num-
ber most likely, due to the runaway prop-
erty taxes. Politicians have had decades
to address the problem and have failed to
even come close to resolution. All they
seem to know how to do is raise taxes.

This raises the question, “Why should
we vote for existing politicians to be re-
elected or elected to a higher public ser-
vice if they brought us to the point were
many are unwilling or unable to live in
this state?” A vote for these individuals
will only be supporting their failed lead-
ership. In fact, we are their employers and
they have failed to give us the services
that we have dearly paid for.

I hope that my fellow taxpayers stand
up and refuse to keep these people in
positions of power. To fail to do this
would only be condoning their inaction,
and some of the responsibility will be on
our shoulders.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

How Can One Compare Attending
‘Disgusting’ Rally to Accident?

After first reading last Thursday’s (Oc-
tober 12) front page Time’s article, “Let-
ter Raises Controversy,” then reading re-
tired Chief O’Brien’s letter to the editor,
and finally doing some Internet research
on the “Good Ole Boys Roundup,” I find
it necessary to respond to the extremely
irresponsible comments of Richard
Samuel, Democratic campaign manager.

Mr. Samuel, why do you take issue with
a concerned former long-time public ser-
vant, Chief O’Brien, bringing to the
electorate’s attention the fact that your
candidate attended a blatantly racist rally
that featured anti African-American skits
and a rampant amount of signs and litera-
ture that featured the N-word, rather than
shock and outrage with said candidate
LeStrange’s participation at this event? Do
you feel the same as Mr. LeStrange that
this is “dirty politics” rather than important
character information of a Scotch Plains
Township Committee candidate?

Secondly, Mr. Samuel, how can any-
one compare the attending of this disgust-
ing rally in Tennessee with Chief
O’Brien’s gun incident? One was a vol-
untary, free-will action on Mr. LeStrange’s
part, the other an accidental event.

Lastly, Mr. Samuel, I am disturbed by
your cavalier use of the term “Good Old
Boy” in referring to the Scotch Plains
Republicans in this particular context.
Using this phraseology about the Republi-
cans in rebuttal to your candidate’s atten-
dance at an event that was actually called
“Good Ole Boys” seems to be some sort of
warped attempt on your part to make a
connection between the two. Our local
Republicans are not Confederate flag wav-
ing, white supremacists, as the attendees
of the real “Good Ole Boys Roundup” are
and they are owed an apology.

Marc Ginsberg
Scotch Plains

Representatives must be Accountable
And They must Serve Selflessly

Editorial on Nasty
Politics Was On Target

Your recent editorial about nasty
party politics was right on target. But
you neglected to mention the two major
races currently taking place here in the
Garden State.

First, Mike Ferguson and Linda
Stender. I have received over a dozen
mailings from Congressman Ferguson
telling me that “Stender is a Spender.”
If that’s his best shot, sounds like Ms.
Stender would be a fine representative.
But he has yet to tell me why I should
vote for him. Let’s see, he supports the
Iraq war, he favors tax cuts for the rich
and famous, he supports illegal wire-
taps of U.S. citizens, he supports an
amendment forbidding same-sex mar-
riage and he opposes stem cell research.
Now there is a candidate I could really
support. Not.

And then there is the Kean vs
Menendez senatorial race. This cam-
paign has been in the gutter from day
one but I ask this question: If Tom
Kean’s name were Tom Keene, could
his candidacy for the U.S. Senate be
taken seriously? He lacks experience,
which would qualify him for the Sen-
ate; he has shown little in the way of
innovation or imagination and he has
supported the president and all of his
failed policies. Do we really need an-
other Bush rubber stamp in the Senate?
I think not.

Kurt Pollak
Westfield

Use Iraq’s Turnout
As Election Example
Last year there were two very im-

portant elections, one in New Jersey
and the other in Iraq. On a bright sunny
day in November only 43 percent of
the voters in New Jersey bothered to
vote. Under the threat of violence and
even death 66 percent of the people in
Iraq went to the polls and voted.

Once a year we have the chance to
voice our opinion and select the people
we want to represent us. There are only
a few short weeks before Election Day.
I urge every voter in New Jersey to
take some time to learn about the can-
didates and then take the time to go to
the polls and vote. There are people in
the world fighting and dying for the
chance to vote. Let’s use the 66 per-
cent of the people in Iraq who voted as
an example and a goal for this election
and “vote.”

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Mr. Rich Alber asked in his letter to the
editor last week in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times about Fanwood Demo-
crats: “Do they have the ability to work
well with others and openly listen to alter-

nate points of view?”
Mr. Alber, who is a resident of Fanwood

for less than two years, seems to have no
knowledge of history in this town. He
doesn’t know, and it seems has not been
told by his Republican associates, that it
was the former Republican administra-
tion that four years ago did not want to
listen to others.

That Republican majority tried to force-
feed the people of Fanwood the one-
developer method for the redevelopment
of the downtown district. In taking that
approach, they showed that they had no
interest in working with others, espe-
cially the business owners who provide
Fanwood with important services while
earning their livelihood.

Mr. Alber goes on to say that the resi-
dents of Fanwood should “send a mes-
sage” to borough, county and state offi-
cials by “electing representatives that
believe in accountability and selfless ser-
vice.” I could not agree more.

That is why Donna Dolce, an able
administrator with a proven record of
accountability and leadership both on our
borough council and professionally as the
chief executive officer for the Washing-
ton Rock Girl Scouts; and David Valian,
whose own accountability and leadership
is demonstrated as an executive officer
for his company and as a coach in PAL
football, at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA and with the SPF Baseball Asso-
ciation, will be getting my vote on Tues-
day, November 7.

Daniel Zucker
Fanwood

Bad Behavior is
Disheartening

As I was leaving the Westfield train
station this morning, I noticed three
Ferguson signs surrounding one that
was smashed to the ground. The mangled
sign was red, white and blue and I
recognized it as Linda Stender’s. Ap-
parently, this is not the first evidence of
someone tampering with Stender signs,
and it is yet another disheartening ex-
ample of bad behavior associated with
what should be a substantive campaign.

The reason this mid-term election is
described as historical is because its
consequences could determine how
much longer American and Iraqi kids
will be killed in an increasingly un-
popular war. As parents, voters, tax-
payers, and media organizations, we
should insist that the prospective candi-
dates address serious issues — military
aggression, civil liberties, stagnant
wages, unsecured ports, energy policy
and stem cell research — that will in-
evitably dictate the quality of life for
our children for decades to come.

Mary Giovinazzo
Westfield

Freeholder Kowalski Urges ‘Yes’ Vote
On Parks Funds, Ballot Question #2

On November 7, New Jersey voters
will have a chance to direct funding to
some of our most valuable resources: our
parks. You will be asked to decide on a
constitutional amendment that would pro-
vide a dedicated source of funding for
maintenance and capital improvements
at our parks, historic sites and wildlife
areas - without imposing any new taxes.

Ballot Question #2 would authorize
the State of New Jersey to use funds from
the existing Corporate Business Tax Fund
for our parks and historic sites. A “yes”
vote will make available $15 million a
year through the year 2015 to fund capital
repairs, improvements, construction and
renovations at state and local natural ar-
eas.

This funding will not require any new
taxes or any other revenue source to be
raised or used. Last week, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders held

a press conference with representatives
of the Audubon Society, the Sierra Club
and the Rahway River Association to
support this initiative.

Freeholder Chairman Mirabella spoke
of Union County’s ongoing investment in
our parks. Additional funding from the
State will go a long way toward maintain-
ing neighborhood parks and wildlife ar-
eas so that residents can enjoy them for
many more years.

For more information, please visit the
New Jersey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection’s website at: www.njsos.org
Along with Chairman Mirabella, our free-
holder colleagues, and organizations
around the state, I urge you to vote “Yes”
for State Ballot Question #2.

Bette Jane Kowalski
Vice Chair Union County Board of

Chosen Freeholders

By Garwood GOP Council Candidate Dennis Clark

Pay-to-Play Ord. Needed in Garwood
On Tuesday, September 12, Council-

man Victor De Fillippo of the Borough of
Garwood introduced a Pay-to-Play ordi-
nance, which was co-sponsored by Coun-
cilman William Schadewald. This is a bi-
partisan sponsored ordinance, which the
borough residents deserve to have en-
acted.

The ordinance is a model that is spon-
sored by the Citizens Campaign, and can
be found online at the common sense
website. This ordinance has teeth. It pro-
hibits contracts being awarded to build-
ers, developers and other companies, who

give donations to the political machine.
There have been two subsequent council
meetings and, the ordinance has yet to be
put on the agenda.

When questioned about it, we were
given a song-and-dance routine, twice.
What are the Democrats afraid of? If, as
they say, “There is nothing shady going
on”, you think it would behoove them to
enact this ordinance, ASAP. It would be
a win-win situation for all the taxpayers in
the borough.

Come on Garwood residents. Demand
your mayor and council pass this ordinance.

Don’t Scorn Magic of Past Souls;
Have a Happy Halloween

Although not sanctioned by any government cal-
endar, Halloween is a favorite holiday — colorful
and festive. Kids dress up as witches, skeletons and
ghosts, knocking on doors for treats – lest tricks and
haunts follow. It’s a rite of fall, but strange in that all
the fun seems based on the ‘darkside’ – death,
goblins, haunted houses and horror.

Is it a hedonistic legacy or important sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins, spread
fake cobwebs to instill fright, decorate halls with
phony human bones, pipe eerie music into our
homes, dress in monstrous costumes and hope to fly
off into the night on broomsticks like evil witches?
It inspires us to party, to mask what we are and to
honor the strange – hoping to win a prize, but based
on what?

Maybe it was the Celts, centuries ago who created
this practice, before beliefs existed, as we now like
to think of our sophisticated selves. Is it because
we’re not so sure of our beliefs today, that we
gleefully pay homage to these rites of our roots? Do
we refuse to laugh at the supposed ignorance of
peoples long ago, those without science we say –
those mired in fright and superstition and darkness
as night each year extends over day; as winter winds
howl during the fading fall. Are the sounds they

heard, calls from spirits; lonely souls close at hand
only during this time of year? Things we seldom
listen for today – but are they still there?

Ancient cultures divided their calendars accord-
ing to the seasons of the year, heavily influenced by
cycles of weather with pastoral markings taken
from the heavens. Astronomy provided the ac-
cepted wisdom of their time. We may scoff today
and challenge these superstitions. But, is it buried in
the DNA of our souls? How can one tell in looking
at the moon tonight or tomorrow night?

Was that a bat or witch flickering by? Is there
more to the wind? Does it carry the moans of our
forefathers’ spirits?

For those that mock, we say spend Halloween
night at Gallows Hill Road by Fairview Cemetery
and your opinions may change. For others we say,
play it safe, don’t scorn the magic of souls past. Put
on your masks, don costumes, light Jack-o-Lan-
terns and party.

The shrieks of Ghosts Of Present (GOP) and
Demons (DEMs) will soon silence, ending their
campaigns of cajoling one to heave their lever, as if
in a Frankenstein laboratory with Jacob’s Ladder
crackling as risings arcs disappear into the ether.

Happy Halloween!

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cineraceous – Having the color of

ashes
2. Bothrenchyma – In botany, tissue

composed of pitted ducts
3. Leucosis – Albinism
4. Carrion – The decaying flesh of a

dead body

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

More Letters
       on Pages 8, 9
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