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County Freeholders Hear
Ponderosa Concept Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders was
presented with a concept master plan
for the redevelopment of the Ponde-
rosa Farm property located on Coo-
per Road in Scotch Plains.

The county purchased the 23-acre
property in 2003 for $10 million from
the Sevell family through the county’s
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Fund. The freeholders
had originally proposed a Green
Meadows Children’s Farm on the
property, but heavy opposition from
neighboring residents and the town-
ship caused the board to rethink its
decision.

The new plan, unveiled by the
county’s consultant, T&M Associ-
ates of Middletown, shows a less busy
facility. Jeff Bottger, a landscape ar-
chitect with T&M, said plans call for
two soccer fields, separate children’s
play areas for 6-to-12-year-olds and
2-to-5-year-olds, a water spray play-
ground, gardens, a patio and a multi-
purpose building. A paved parking
lot for 90 cars will be included. He
estimated each soccer field would
need 30 spaces.

Plans also call for the construction
of a filled-in one-acre pond that Mr.
Bottger said would serve as both an
area for rainwater runoff, as well as
fishing and ice skating. A half-mile
jogging path is also included, along
with a horticultural zone and a buffer
area along the border of the park to
protect neighboring homes.

“The county’s goal all along was to
have something for everyone at this
site,” said Mr. Bottger. He said the
park would include facilities for both
active and passive use.

He said the park’s plans were the
result of input of area residents, sports
leagues representatives and recreation
department representatives, who
served on a public advisory panel
created by Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella.

Mr. Bottger said the proposed soc-
cer fields would have multiple uses
that could be utilized throughout the
year. He said it was the committee’s
decision to construct soccer and not
baseball fields on the property.

He said no decision has been made
as to the use of the existing former
Sevell family home on the property.
The panel has recommended that the
building be used as either a senior
center or education center.

Ed Klump of T&M said the design
phase of the project would take four
months, with another three months
needed to secure the necessary per-
mits from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP), with construction to take six
months. He said the facility would be
ready to open by the spring of 2008.

In response to a question from Free-
holder Angel Estrada, Mr. Bottger
said the plans would include “good
directional clarity” in terms of street
signs to assist the public in locating
the park.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
believes “it’s going to be a great facil-
ity for the residents of Scotch Plains
and of Union County.” He said what
was a “bad situation” a year ago has
now developed into a “fabulous
project.”

Freeholder Mirabella said, “Cer-
tainly, it is something that suits the
neighborhood” and would be a facil-
ity that serves residents “for years to
come.”

In other business, Scotch Plains
resident William McMeekan pre-
sented a short clip of his film,
Everything’s on Fire: The Union
County Fire Academy, which won a
Hometown Video Festival award at a
July 6 awards ceremony in Boston.
The freeholders presented Mr.
McMeekan, a volunteer firefighter
with the New Providence and
Mountainside fire departments and a
teacher at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, with a resolution for
winning the award.

The board also reviewed resolu-
tions for inclusion on tonight’s regu-
lar-meeting agenda. One resolution
would authorize County Manager
George Devanney to apply for a

$298,357 grant with the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs
SHARE Program. The grant would
be utilized “to facilitate, study, de-
velop or establish new shared and
regional services.”

Frank Guzzo, director of the de-
partment of human services, an-
nounced that the department has re-
ceived a state Youth Corps grant,
which would help fund the adult di-
ploma at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools in Scotch
Plains. The board stepped in to fund
$150,000 earlier this year to help 125
adults receive their high-school di-
plomas last August after the state
stopped funding the program.

Mr. Guzzo said the grant would
help fund 200 students in this year’s
program. He told the board that Mr.
Devanney is developing a committee
to work on funding a “stable” source
of funding for the program.

Ayn Wisler Helps 250th
Signal Battalion Families

THANK YOU, FAMILIES…A tree is planted and plaque set at the Westfield
Armory to honor the families of the soldiers of the 250th Signal Battalion who
served in Iraq. Girl Scout Ayn Wisler spent two years helping the families, earning
the Gold Award. Pictured, from left to right, are: Lt. Henry, SFC Auriemma, Tim
Doerr of Master Memorials who crafted the plaque, SFC Wiess and Ms. Wisler.

WESTFIELD — In 2004 when Ayn
Wisler of Westfield heard that the Na-
tional Guard soldiers of the Westfield
Armory would be deployed to Iraq,
she noted that it would mean more than
just the 453 men and women of the
250th Signal Battalion leaving for a
year — it would mean 453 families
without fathers, mothers, sisters, broth-
ers, sons or daughters.

While she could only send the sol-
diers packages from a distance, she
thought she could help the families
locally a lot more. Once she got to
know the Family Readiness Group
(FRG), the organization within the
troops that binds the families during
deployment, her ideas started to grow.

Prior to the deployment, Ms. Wisler
hung yellow ribbons around town and
had banners made to hang over the
drill floor. She collected toys and equip-
ment to set up a childcare room that the
FRG would use during their monthly
meetings and the childcare for the meet-

ings also.
She assisted at parties, having craft

tables for kids and taking pictures of
the families at Christmas for their sol-
diers to receive via email. Ms. Wisler
collected syrup for the FRG pancake
breakfast and donations of Girl Scout
cookies from all the troops in town. In
addition to smaller tasks like filling
out customs forms, assembling pack-
ages to send to Iraq, putting up and
taking down yellow ribbons, she made
gift bags for the returning soldiers and
planted a tree to honor the families of
the soldiers who all returned unharmed
in November of 2005.

Earning the Girl Scout Gold Award
was a bonus for the special time she
spent with the families and soldiers.

“I also began babysitting for a couple
of families back in 2004 and it’s still
great to be with them now, reunited, as
the kids get bigger. I feel as though I
have made lifelong friends,” said Ms.
Wisler.
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FEATURING WINES WITH RATINGS OF...

90Points or More... for $20 orLess!90Points or More... for $20 orLess!

Kendall Jackson
Grand Reserve Merlot 2003
Black plum, boysenberry, and cherry
flavors with violet, chocolate and
cedar notes. This wine is smooth
and the tannins are refined and
round. This wine caresses the mouth
and lingers beyond each sip.

$17.99

SELECTIONS

ShopRite Wines & Spirits
has always been
synonymous with great
prices, variety and service.
We also carry the finest wines
for the most discriminating
palate at impressive prices.

9090 WINE 
SPECTATOR
POINTS

9090 WINES 
& SPIRITS
POINTS 9090 WINE 

SPECTATOR
POINTS

9191WINE 
ADVOCATE
POINTS

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits
stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items
on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., Oct. 11 thru Tues., Nov. 7, 2006.

Robert Parker: 90

Di Majo Norante Sangiovese 2004
One of the world’s best values in Sangiovese!
Aged six months in large foudres, it offers up
aromas of strawberries, black cherries, damp
earth, spice box, and fruit cake. This expressive,
medium-bodied, fleshy Italian red is meant to be
drunk over the next 1-2 years. Buy by the case! 

$6.99

Caldwell
478 Bloomfield Ave.  . . . . . .973-226-8400

Chester
120 US Hwy. 206 South  . . .908-879-5352

Englewood
55 Nathaniel Place  . . . . . . .201-816-8266

Fair Lawn
35-07 Broadway  . . . . . . . . .201-796-2398

Freehold
3585 Hwy. 9 & South St.  . .732-294-8660

Lincoln Park
60 Beaverbrook Rd. Beaverbrook Mall  . . . .973-694-4420

Little Falls
171 Browertown Rd.  . . . . . .973-256-5551

Neptune
2200 Hwy. 66 & Roller Rd.  .732-775-8653

Paramus
224 Rt. 4 East & Forest Ave.201-843-7283

Parsippany
772 Rt. 46 Arlington Plaza  .973-299-0555

OF THE MONTH

SHOPRITESHOPRITESHOPRITE Prices effective through Nov. 7.
Many items are in short supply,

please shop early.

Westfield
333 South Ave.  . . . . . . . . . . . .908-232-8700

Rochelle Park
220 West Passaic St.  . . . . . . .201-843-4946

Rockaway
439 Rt. 46 East  . . . . . . . . . . . .973-366-9844

Ruffino Modus 2001Ruffino Modus 2001
In 1913 the Folonari family purchased Ruffino and started on a nearly century-long pursuit
to develop a collection of estates in Tuscany, which all matched the standard of quality and
uniqueness which was the trademark of Ruffino’s wines. Lots of new wood yet rich and
fruity, with loads of plummy, toasty oak and meat character. Full-bodied, soft
and round, with a long finish. Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.

$19.99

Antinori Péppoli 2003Antinori Péppoli 2003
Péppoli Chianti Classico DOCG is the archetypal modern Chianti Classico.
It combines the complexity and structure of a well-aged riserva with the fruity
fragrance of a young wine. Intense red fruit aromas with hints of vanilla. A
well-balanced wine with good structure and nice length with fruity flavours. 

$17.99

Ridge Ponzo Zinfandel 2004Ridge Ponzo Zinfandel 2004
Exhibits a dark ruby color along with notes of sweet vanillin (from new oak
barrels), black raspberries, blueberries, and currants. Velvety-textured, 
broad, rich, full-bodied and seductive, it should drink well for 5-6 years.

$19.99

95-100  . . . . . . . .Classic
90-94  . . . .Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . . Very Good
80-84 . . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79  . . . . . . . Average
60-69  . . .Below Average

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

Fernleaf
Sauvignon Blanc 2004
Produced from grapes grown in
New Zealand’s key wine growing
regions: Marlborough, Hawke’s
Bay and Gisborne. Fresh fruit
flavors, zesty herbaceous tones,
and mouthwatering acidity that
Sauvignon Blanc lovers treasure.

$7.99Wine Spectator: 92

Benton Lane
Pinot Noir 2004
Light and immensely appealing
delicacy and suppleness, offering
pretty raspberry and strawberry
flavors with hints of white pepper
and fresh mushroom as the finish
sails on. Drink now through 2009.

$15.99Wine Spectator: 90

Concha Marqués
Chardonnay 2003
Shows the great recent progress
in the viticultural/vinicultural art in
Chile. Rich but very stylish, with
lush flavors of Jonagold apple, fig,
hazelnut, and honeysuckle. Fine
acidity drives the long finish. 

$14.99Wine Spectator: 90

Wine Spectator: 91

Prices & products featured are available only at these ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores:

We Accept:

Wine Enthusiast: 91

Turkey Flat
Butchers Block Red 2003
Dense purple-tinged wine (76%
Mourvedre, 21% Grenache, and
3% Shiraz) boasts a big, sweet
nose of blueberries, flowers, and
earth. Structured, linear, and tightly
knit, this is surprisingly voluptuous
(for a Mourvedre-based wine), it
will drink well for 5-10 years.

$17.99Wine Advocate: 90

Nino Franco
Prosecco Rustico NV
Scents of talc balance ripe melon
and lime flavors, ending on a brisk,
mineral note. The flavors last, rich
but not sweet, ready for fresh crab.

$10.99Wine Advocate: 90

Catena Malbec 2004
Great aromas of crushed blueberry
and raspberry, a juicy texture and
well-integrated toast and mineral
notes. Nice blast of pure fruit on
the finish. Drink now through 2009. 

$13.99Wine Spectator: 90

Di Majo Norante
Ramitello Rosso 2003
Big, rich nose of melted licorice,
truffles, black currants, plums, and
cherries, followed by a full-bodied,
amazing concentration, beautiful
sweet fruit, and admirable richness.  

$9.99Robert Parker: 90

Catena Chardonnay 2004
Full yellow-gold. Exotic aromas of
apricot, orange, honey and smoky
oak. Then sweet but firm, with
intense apricot, peach, kiwi and
mineral flavors. Among the elite of
Argentina, as few other producers
capture this much freshness of fruit. 

$11.99Stephen Tanzer: 90

Summers Napa Andrianna’s
Cuvee Cabernet 2003
A deep and complex Cabernet that
is a signature of its extraordinary
terroir. Barrel aging and judicious use
of new oak make this wine enjoyable
young. Firm tannins make for a wine
worthy of cellaring. Serve with roast
chicken, London Broil or simply
indulge with dark chocolates.

$18.99Wine Enthusiast: 91Kendall Jackson
Grand Reserve
Chardonnay 2004
Elegant and tropical with hints of
lemon and other citrus fruits. Fuji
apple notes carry through this beauti-
fully balanced, delightful wine. Lushly
layered, enchanting creamy texture
and a finish that lingers on and on.

$13.99Robert Parker: 91

Sebastiani
Sonoma County
Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
Very dark garnet color, with ripe,
opulent black cherry fruit. This wine
has finesse, elegance and intoxicat-
ing aromatics akin to a Bordeaux
from the Medoc. Brown sugar, black-
berry aromas topped with coconut
and vanilla in the nose. Blackberry
continues on the palate to the finish.

$13.99

Kim Crawford 
Sauvignon Blanc 2005
Tangy in style, with plenty of
fresh green apple character add-
ing depth to the grapefruit and
guava flavors, lingering nicely.

$12.99Wine Spectator: 90

Girard Petite Sirah 2003
Chewy, inky, extracted yet elegant
wine with grapey, peppery plum,
wild berry, herb and spicy floral
notes. The tannins are what you
might expect from a wine of this
size—mouthcoating. Still, it's a
delightful wine to drink.

$16.99Wine Spectator: 90

Punto Final
Malbec Reserve 2004
Bright medium ruby. Pure blackberry,
black raspberry, licorice, graphite,
minerals, chocolate and coffee
aromas. Very suave on entry, then
youthful, with highly concentrated,
sweet dark berry flavors and lovely
inner-mouth perfume and terrific
vinosity. Finishes juicy, sappy and
very long, leaving the palate refreshed.

$12.99Stephen Tanzer: 91

Allegrini La Grola 2001
Outstanding blend dominated by
Corvina with small quantities of
Rondinella, Syrah and Sangiovese.
A dense ruby/purple-tinged color is
followed by heady aromas of black
cherry liqueur, smoke, roasted
meats, licorice and espresso.

$14.99Robert Parker: 90

Falesco Vitiano Rosso 2004
A wine with lovely balance and
clean plum, berry and chocolate
character, medium body and
polished tannins. The perfect house
wine- a great value. Sangiovese,
Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon.
Drink now through 2010. 

$7.99Wine Spectator: 90

Falesco Sangiovese 2005
Outstanding! Makes a mockery
of many of the over-priced
Sangioveses emerging from other
areas of the world. A stunning
value, it boasts a beautiful bouquet
of sweet cherries, strawberries,
bay leaf, spice, and blacker fruits.
Full-bodied with superb length,
good underlying acidity, and a
beautiful texture.

$9.99Robert Parker: 90

Tenuta I Muracci
Fortediga 2004
Delicious, excellent value! 40% Syrah,
30% Cabernet Franc, and 30%
Cabernet. This elegant, deep
ruby/purple-colored effort exhibits
plenty of crunchy, delicious, black
currant and cherry fruit, smoky, spicy
characteristics, a hint of new wood,
and loads of charm and texture. A
hedonistic, seductive mouthful of wine.

$14.99Robert Parker: 90

SPECIALSPECIAL

Ferrari Carano Chardonnay 2004Ferrari Carano Chardonnay 2004
Offers a lively beam of rich fruit supported by crisp acidity and layers of
pear, apple, nutmeg and hazelnut flavors that are intense
and concentrated, gaining richness with a long firm finish.

$17.99
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