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POLICE BLOTTER

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANDIDATES CONFER…GOP candidates for office in Congressional District
7, New Providence and local races in Legislative District 21 confer at the home of
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21) in Westfield last Wednesday in preparation
for the November 7 General Election. Pictured, from left to right, are: former New
Providence Mayor Al Morgan, Rep. Mike Ferguson (LD-7),  J. Brooke Hern for
New Providence council, John Thoms for New Providence mayor, Stephen
Vengrow for New Providence council and Mr. Bramnick.

BAND CHAMPS…Senior musicians and color guard members of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School (SPFHS) marching band, pictured above, will be
honored along with seniors from the SPFHS fall athletic programs and their
parents and guardians this Saturday, October 28, prior to the home football game
versus Cranford at 1 p.m. This fall, the marching band captured first place in
Group 6A at multiple major competitions across the state. Most recently, the
Raider Marching Band place first in Group 6A at the Central Jersey Regional
Championships on October 22 at the College of New Jersey.

SP Republicans Respond to
Lack of Candidates Debate

SCOTCH PLAINS – G.O.P. Munici-
pal Chairman Bill McClintock has is-
sued the following statement: “The Re-
publican candidates for township coun-
cil are greatly disappointed that Demo-
crat campaign ‘handlers’ Richard Samuel
and Ken Lipstein will not allow their
candidates to participate in the October
30 Candidates’ Forum. Our candidates –
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool, Council-
woman Carolyn Sorge and Rich Duthie
– will still be present at the Scotch Plains
Municipal building on October 30 at
7:30 p.m. for a press conference and will
answer questions from the media on any
aspect of the campaign and their vision
for Scotch Plains.

“For the past several editions of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times it has
been reported that an impasse had been
reached regarding the scheduling of the
traditional ‘Candidates Night’ for the
upcoming township council race. The
forum is typically cosponsored by The
Times and League of Women Voters
and has been moderated by Fred Rossi,
correspondent for The Times.

“In September of this year, Mr.
Rossi reached out to the Republican
Municipal Chair Bill McClintock and
the Democratic Municipal chair Ken
Lipstein and proposed several dates
during the month of October. Mr.
McClintock immediately responded
that while some dates were more con-
venient than others, the Republican
candidates would be willing to de-
bate on most any night and that the
earlier in the month the forum took
place the better in order to give the
voters of Scotch Plains ample oppor-
tunity to watch rebroadcasts of the
event on SPTV 34 and to read the
associated coverage in the local pa-
pers. Democrat chair Ken Lipstein
would not agree to any date and at the
October 10 meeting of the township
council, correspondent Fred Rossi
publicly reported that Mr. Lipstein
did not even respond since the latest
and final offer of October 30, which

was proposed 8 days previously.
“In the October 19 edition of The

Times, Democratic campaign man-
ager Dick Samuel reported that his
candidates would not debate because
of a fear of harsh treatment by Bill
McClintock, who is not even a candi-
date this year.

“Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool said,
‘To set the record straight, Richard
Samuel approached me on October 15
and said that the Democrats had no
intention of participating in a candi-
dates’ forum. The ‘finding a conve-
nient date’ strategy has evidently been
a ruse all along, as the Democratic
campaign manager and their munici-
pal chairman appear to have a lack of
confidence in having their candidates
appear in public side by side with
Republican candidates to answer ques-
tions about the campaign.’

“Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge
stated, ‘It now appears obvious why
the Democrats refuse to participate in
the candidates’ forum. Firstly, recent
news items, including their desire to
fire Municipal Manager Thomas
Atkins, have proved publicly embar-
rassing for them. Secondly, thus far,
the Democrats’ campaign has been
devoid of any agenda to make Scotch
Plains a better place. All we have seen
is carping, griping and numerous dis-
tortions without setting forth any con-
crete plans or initiatives for the com-
munity if they were to be elected. I
believe they feared being called on
describing what their actual plans for
the community are in a public forum.

“Republican Council candidate Rich
Duthie said, ‘The traditional candi-
dates’ forum is the one and only op-
portunity for the citizens of the com-
munity to see all the candidates in
action and answer the questions posed
by Mr. Rossi that are meaningful to
our citizens. Being a council member
can be a challenging and at times
demanding position. For the Demo-
crats to claim that they will not partici-
pate in the forum because they are
afraid of harsh treatment does not por-
tend well if they are to assume the
potentially stressful position of Coun-
cilmen. They are literally thumbing
their noses at the good people of our
community by not participating in this
important event. It is unconscionable.’”

in a home bordering the Nature Cen-
ter property, said his involvement soon
expanded, and within two years, he
chaired the commission, gradually
bringing in more volunteers.

“In the beginning, I did everything
by myself, and then I started to real-
ize what a tool I had and how good it
was for the community to get other
people involved,” Mr. Talcott said.

Today, the Nature Center consists of
about a half-mile of trails, a boardwalk
with two footbridges, concrete benches
and an observation and “outdoor class-
room” area, among other amenities.

“There are a lot of people that have
never been there, and when they fi-
nally get there, they say ‘why haven’t
I been there before?’” Mr. Talcott said.

He said a key element of his volun-
teer-based efforts in the Nature Center
is working with scouting organizations,
youth groups and schools in town.

“Kids don’t build anything anymore;
they were just thrilled [to get involved],”
he said, adding that the results of their
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FW Council Thanks Talcott
work, “will still be there when they’re
adults; they can come back and show
their kids what they built.”

With the Nature Center’s “infrastruc-
ture” basically complete, Mr. Talcott
said he now looks ahead to regular
maintenance and other initiatives at the
facility (along with longtime hobbies
of hiking, fishing and other outdoor
activities, wine-making and involve-
ment in a local men’s softball league).

“I’ve numbered some trees which
correspond to the Nature Center’s
guide, so I’d like to keep doing more
of that,” he said.

“There’s also lots of exotic vegeta-
tion, briars and some ivy [within the
center], and it’s a lot of work” to clear
out and maintain, he said. “You have
to realize that not everything you
want to do is going to get done, but
I’m happy with the things I’ve done,”
Mr. Talcott said.

For more information about
Fanwood’s Nature Center, visit
visitfanwood.com/naturecenter.

ment (HSPA). The national assess-
ment tests included the SAT Reason-
ing test, the SAT subject tests and
Advanced Placement Program tests.

Mr. Parisi said, “This is probably
the most critical report on how we’re
doing. It shows pretty clearly that this
district offers an excellent education.”

The complete report is available at
the BOE office at the Evergreen Ad-
ministration Building.

The board approved a request from
the Army National Guard to hold a
special homecoming ceremony and a
salute to the ROTC at the homecom-
ing game scheduled for Saturday,
October 28. The ceremony will be
held at 11 a.m. and the game is sched-
uled to begin at 1 p.m.

Melanie Root, an Overhill Street resi-
dent, addressed the board, requesting
permission to send her son to the
Westfield school district. Overhill Street
is a dead end off of Madison Avenue,
located on the border of Westfield, ap-
proximately half of a mile from Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield, but
more than two miles away from Scotch
Plains’ Evergreen Elementary School,
Ms. Root told the board.

She and her husband are attempt-
ing to get the property annexed to
Westfield; however, in the interim,
she hoped that the SP-F school dis-
trict would grant her permission to
send her child to Franklin.

Board President Thomas Russo said
that although he was sympathetic to
her situation, the tuition burden on
the district, over the course of 12
years, would be quite substantial and
cost-prohibitive, running into the hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, he said.
The board advised Ms. Root to pro-
vide them with more information re-
garding Westfield’s tuition expecta-
tions and determine if Westfield has
permitted any other border homes to
use its district tuition-free.

The board approved a recommen-

dation made by board member Robert
O’Connor, chairman of the facilities
committee, permitting the administra-
tion to move forward with renovation
plans for multiple athletic fields.

Mr. O’Connor said it was “clear”
the fields were currently in “very
poor condition.” The facilities com-
mittee, he said, supported renovating
the high school’s football field and
soccer field with new artificial turf
and resurfacing the track surround-
ing the football field. Artificial turf
reduces overall maintenance costs and
allows greater use of the fields, espe-
cially after inclement weather, he said.

The board’s approval allows ad-
ministrators to consult engineers for
cost estimates and for bond counsel
to look into a 2007 referendum.

The total cost of renovating the fields
with synthetic turf was estimated at $1.8
million, according to Business Admin-
istrator Anthony Del Sordi. A group of
parents and athletic supporters have
formed the Turfit Foundation to raise
money for the project. Information re-
garding artificial turf for these fields can
be found on the web by searching under
“turfit” and “Scotch Plains.”

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
said residents had a right to know
whether “costly” facilities upgrades
or expansions would be needed in the
near future before being asked to ap-
prove funding field renovations.

The board approved the Quality
Assurance Annual Report and the
Violence and Vandalism Report, both
previously discussed at the board’s
agenda meeting. The board also ap-
proved funding to prepare plans for
roof renovations at Coles and Ever-
green Elementary Schools.

The next agenda meeting of the board
will be held on Thursday, November
16, and the next regular meeting will be
occur on Thursday, November 30. Both
meetings will take place in the admin-
istration building at 7:30 p.m.

Fanwood
Police said between 10:30 p.m. on Fri-

day, October 13, and 11 a.m. on Saturday,
October 14, one or more unidentified
individuals stole a radio from a vehicle
parked in the 70 block of South Avenue.
The incident is under investigation.

Wednesday, October 18, Tomas M.
Ordonez-Salazar, 27, of Scotch Plains was
arrested at 1:22 a.m. and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) following a
motor vehicle accident on Terrill Road.

Thursday, October 19, Tyreek L. Reeder,
24, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an
outstanding Piscataway warrant.

Thursday, October 19, A Cray Terrace
resident reported that someone cut a screen
in a window at the residence. According
to police, entrance was not gained.

Friday, October 20, Orlend Gilbert, 34,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with eluding police, two counts of aggra-
vated assault, resisting arrest and DWI
after police attempted a motor vehicle stop.

According to police, officers attempted
to pull Gilbert over but he did not respond to
the request. He fled into Plainfield where he
was stopped, police said. Gilbert jumped
from the vehicle and struck two officers in
the face, police said. He was subsequently
subdued and taken into custody, police said.

Saturday, October 21, at 2:39 a.m. a 17-
year-old Fanwood juvenile was arrested and
charged with DWI on South Avenue after a
motor vehicle stop. He also was charged with
various other motor vehicle violations.

Saturday, October 21, Charles Mueller,
21, of Fanwood was arrested for an active
warrant out of Bass River after a field
investigation.

Saturday, October 21, a person attend-
ing a party at a First Street residence her
purse containing credit cards, a cell phone
and a small amount of cash was stolen.

Saturday, October 21, Reginald B.
Piggee, 32 of Westfield was arrested on
an active warrant out of Westfield follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, October 22, a 17-year-old
Scotch Plains juvenile was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Patterson Road at 3:31 a.m.

Sunday, October 22, Eric E. Schielke,
24, of Linden was arrested and charged with
DWI after a motor vehicle accident at 3:59
a.m. on North Avenue. Schielke was also
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), police said.

Sunday, October 22, Craig E.
Campbell, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle stop at 6:29 a.m. on Westfield Road.

Monday, October 23, Peareen Dou-
glas, 52, of Plainfield was arrested for an
active warrants out of North Plainfield
and Fanwood after a motor vehicle stop.

Monday, October 23, William E.

Duckswort, Jr., 40, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested for an outstanding Plainfiled
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue.

Monday, October 23, Christine M.
Tomaszewski, 40, of Linden was arrested
in the 500 block of North Avenue after a
field investigation.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 21, Andrew Regenthal,

27, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with third-degree burglary, third-
degree criminal mischief, possession of
burglary tools, criminal trespassing and
providing alcohol to minors.

Michael Walker, Jr., 18, of Scotch Plains,
Maxwell Carow, 18, of Fanwood, Christo-
pher Cooper, 18, of Fanwood, Brian Halpin,
18, of Scotch Plains and Stephen Betau, 19,
of Scotch Plains were arrested and charged
with third-degree burglary, third-degree
criminal mischief, criminal trespassing and
under age possession of alcohol.

According to police the suspects en-
tered a Lambertsmill Road country club
and golf course through a window in the
pool house and used the property to have
a party. Police said the individuals caused
damage to the pool house before taking
approximately 10 golf carts out onto the
golf course. Two carts were driven into
the pool, two were driven into a ditch and
several others were driven into each other
causing damage. Severe damage was also
caused to the fairway and the greens.

The suspects were processed and re-
leased pending a court date scheduled for
October 25 in Elizabeth.

Mountainside
Friday, October 13, a Fox Trail resi-

dent reported that sometime overnight,
one or more unidentified individuals bent
a decorative driveway lamp. The value of
the lamp was $250.

Friday, October 13, a resident of Fox
Trail reported that sometime overnight
someone smashed a globe light fixture
located in the driveway of the residence.
The value of the globe is $30.

Wednesday, October 18, Jason M.
Marzano, 30, of Warren was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop and
charged with reckless driving and a $20
warrant out of Warren Township.

Friday, October 21, Mario J. Cortes, 19,
of Newark was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop and charged with not having
an inspection sticker and with driving with
a suspended license and multiple warrants.

Saturday, October 22, Kazuya Sato,
73, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle accident on Route 22 East
and charged with DWI and leaving the
scene of an accident. According to the
police, Sato stopped his vehicle on Route
22 and then put his vehicle in reverse and
backed into the vehicle behind him. The
suspect then fled the scene, police said.

Police said the suspect was appre-
hended. Police said Sato, who had two
blown out front tires, had been riding on
the tire rims. The suspect was taken to
headquarters where he was processed and
released pending a court appearance.

Saturday, October 21, a past employee
of a Route 22 gas station reported his
vehicle was stolen from the gas station’s
parking lot where she had been tempo-
rarily parking it for several months. The
attendant at the gas station assumed the
employee had removed the vehicle and did
not notify police. The vehicle was identi-
fied as a 1992, red, Chrysler convertible.

Westfield
Friday, October 13, Sean Foy, 22, of

Fanwood was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop in the 900 block of West South
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was turned over to a respon-
sible individual after satisfying an outstand-
ing warrant from Newark for $200 bail.

Friday, October 13, Dralan B. Alex, 30,
of Elizabeth was arrested at West South
Avenue and Crossway Place pursuant to a
contempt of court traffic warrant issued by
the Newark Municipal Court. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting $250
bail. A court date was to be set.

Sunday, October 15, Stanley Bazile,
26, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Ross Place and
Carleton Road and charged with hinder-
ing apprehension after allegedly identify-
ing himself by several different names.
He was released with a summons.

Sunday, October 15, Udon Myers, 25,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Cumberland Street on an outstanding no-
bail Union County Sheriff’s Department
warrant and a traffic warrant from Eliza-
beth for $110. He was turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Tuesday, October 17, an employee at a
South Avenue business reported the theft
of a pair of sunglasses from a motor ve-
hicle on the premises. Company personnel
witnessed a black male dressed in all black
clothing inside the car. The suspect fled in
the direction of the Westfield train station
when approached, dropping the sunglasses
as he exited the property.

Tuesday, October 17, Alexandra
Rakoczy, 21, of Whippany was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding traffic warrant from Westfield
for $98. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, October 21, after responding
to a report of a man with a stun gun, police
arrested Bryan Mondello, 18, of Corinth,
Me. in a municipal parking lot off of
Elmer Street and charged him with pos-
session of stun guns and other prohibited
weapons. Besides the two stun guns,
Mondello is alleged to have had in his
possession two switchblade knives and a
pair of metal knuckles. He was released
upon the posting of $1,000 bail.

Sunday, October 22, Jason Kolterjahn,
21, of Westfield and Brian Scarpellini, 18,
of Branchburg were arrested in a munici-
pal parking lot off of Elmert Street after
police responded to a report of a man with
a stun gun. Scarpellini was charged with
possession of a stun gun and obstruction of
administration of law for allegedly attempt-
ing to flee the scene. Kolterjahn, who
allegedly had metal knuckles in his pocket,
was charged with possession of prohibited
weapons. Kolterjahn and Scarpellini were
released after posting $1,500 and $2,000
bail, respectively.

LeStrange as a racist. Instead, he wanted
to relate that, “my experience over the
years with him was that he was prone to
making very, very poor judgments. His
attendance [at the ‘Good Old Boys’
event] was poor judgment.”

Mr. LeStrange told The Times that
he believes his attendance at the Ten-
nessee event “is not a valid issue what-
soever” in the campaign for township
council, in which he and two running
mates are vying for three council seats
currently held by Republicans.

In a letter in the October 19 issue of
The Times (“Neil [sic.] LeStrange Re-
sponds to Letter From Former Chief
Thomas O’Brien”), Mr. LeStrange ac-
cused Mr. O’Brien of “malign[ing] me
with false and offensive innuendo for
patently political reasons” and said “the
attack on me was a desperate attempt
by my opponents to discredit me.”

Mr. LeStrange said this week he
wrote his letter “to tell people the
truth. I’m not what [Mr. O’Brien]
claims I am.” He said that during his
time with the police department, “ev-
ery time I saw a racial incident, I
complained and reported it.”

He said this contrasted with Mr.
O’Brien’s admission in his own depo-
sition in the reverse-discrimination
suit (also available at goleader.com).
Mr. O’Brien said in the deposition

that he had told at least one of the four
officers in the aftermath of the traffic
stop that if it weren’t for the citizens’
complaints received concerning the
officers’ conduct during the incident,
“this would have been just four
n*****s in a car.”

Mr. LeStrange called Mr. O’Brien’s
comments the “most vile, disgusting
thing I’ve heard.”

Mr. O’Brien, while admitting, “I did
utter those words,” said it had been
taken out of context during his deposi-
tion. He told The Times that he had
admonished the officers for their ac-
tions during the traffic stop and asked
them, in effect, whether they would
have treated the incident as, in their
minds, “just four n*****s in a car” had
complaints not been lodged afterwards.

For himself, Mr. LeStrange said, “I
defy anyone to find someone who
would accuse me of discriminating
against them on the basis of their race,
color, creed or sexual orientation.”

Mr. O’Brien, though, maintained
that Mr. LeStrange “has a track record
of poor judgment. Now he’s running
for public office and I knew his track
record for decision-making. I can’t
keep my mouth shut,” he told The
Times. Mr. LeStrange, for his part,
insisted that, “I’ve complained about
racism my whole entire life.”
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Neal LeStrange WPD Concludes Officer
Kasko Disciplinary Hearing

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Po-
lice Department (WPD) concluded a
disciplinary hearing Friday against a
Westfield police officer charged with
lying under oath and in departmental
reports. A ruling is not expected from
hearing officer Robert Lucid, the Sum-
mit police chief, until December.

Defended by his attorney, Anthony
Pope, Mr. Kasko, a 16-year veteran of
the department, faces termination if
found guilty on charges of making
false statements of material facts to
superior officers during a May 25 hear-
ing conducted regarding charges that
the officer failed to back up another
patrol car during a motor vehicle stop
while allegedly sleeping in his patrol
car at 1:24 a.m. on January 29. Officer
Kasko was sus-
pended from
duty with pay on
July 7 based on
the latest accu-
sations.

Police Chief
John Parizeau,
last Friday, tes-
tified that Of-
ficer Kasko
committed per-
jury by stating
under oath that
he was not
sleeping and
drove his patrol
car three-tenths of a mile from Fairview
Cemetery and back between 1:12 a.m.
and 1:24 a.m. on January 29.

Chief Parizeau also alleged that Of-
ficer Kasko lied in letters and depart-
mental reports when he said Captain
David Wayman denied him Police Be-
nevolent Association (PBA) representa-
tion and did not notify him that he was
under formal investigation during a Feb-
ruary 6 meeting between the two men.

Mr. Pope said retaliation fueled
accusations against his client stem-
ming from charges Officer Kasko
made against former Police Chief
Bernard Tracy and a lawsuit Officer
Kasko filed against the former chief,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
the Town of Westfield which was
filed on November 14 in U.S. District
Court in Newark, alleging misuse of
police department computers to con-
duct illegal background checks in
2004 on several town residents and
the alleged retaliation he faced when
he attempted to look into the validity
of the illegal background checks.

During Friday’s hearing, the police
department’s Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) came under scrutiny. GPS
correlates longitude and latitude data
to street addresses and measures mile-
age from one point to another.

Mr. Pope said accusations against
his client amounted to dependence
on reports from a mechanical device
that may be faulty, and that the de-
partment had “no eyewitnesses” to
discredit Officer Kasko.

Mr. Pope objected to an October 13
re-creation of the GPS report’s inclu-
sion as submitted by the prosecution.
“It’s inadmissible evidence” because a
different model car was used with a
different (GPS) system six months later.

Chief Parizeau said that while the
system was the same, Officer Kasko’s
patrol car was replaced with a new
model with a new GPS modem since
January 29.

Mr. Pope said the prosecution wanted
to “buttress” its case that the GPS sys-
tem was reliable using the re-creation
but that “the demonstration is flawed.
It’s not reliable. (They had a) different
device in the car. You can’t rely on a
brand new system or device to test what
was done by an old device.” The re-
creation was allowed as evidence.

Mr. Pope said no member of the
WPD had been retrained on the sys-
tem since 2003 and that the GPS
company had not returned to check
the system. “They’re relying com-
pletely and solely on the mechanical
equipment to sustain these charges
(against Officer Kasko),” he said.

WPD Attorney Arthur Thibault
asked Chief Parizeau about receiving
a February 28 letter from Officer
Kasko in which the officer said that
he asked Captain Wayman for PBA
representation but was denied and
that the captain didn’t tell him he was
under formal investigation.

Chief Parizeau said Captain
Wayman told him he (Captain
Wayman) had informed Officer Kasko
the January 29 incident was under
formal investigation and that Officer
Kasko had not requested PBA repre-
sentation.

The prosecution put into evidence

a transcript of Captain Wayman’s tape
of his February 6 meeting in which
they said shows there is no record of
Officer Kasko requesting PBA repre-
sentation. Mr. Pope objected to the
transcript saying without the tape or
knowing who transcribed the tape,
the transcript is suspect.

Captain Wayman testified that he
met with Officer Kasko to inform him
of Sergeant Todd Earl’s report that
he’d found Officer Kasko asleep at the
cemetery. He said he wanted to issue
the officer a “performance notice”
based on the incident, which is “docu-
mentation of a performance error,” the
lowest step in the disciplinary process,
he said.

The captain said he turned his tape
recorder on when he realized Officer
Kasko was in the building and com-

ing to see him.
According to
the captain, the
recorder was
under papers in
his three-tier in/
out desk tray.

“Why did
you tape the
conversation?”
Mr. Thibault
asked.

C a p t a i n
Wayman an-
swered, “I was
aware of in-
stances where

Officer Kasko had taped conversa-
tions with other officers. In order to
protect myself, I thought it would be
prudent.”

Under cross-examination, Captain
Wayman told Mr. Pope that this was
the “the first time” he had ever taped
someone, and he “didn’t think there
was a need” for him to inform Officer
Kasko. He said he turned the tape
over to Chief Parizeau, who he said
made two copies.

“So between February 6 and some-
time after May 25 you had the tape?”
said Mr. Pope, to which Captain
Wayman agreed.

The attorneys have until October 30
to submit written summations to Mr.
Lucid. While hearing officers usually
render decisions within 30 days, Mr.
Lucid said he anticipates taking longer
due to the abundance of information
he must review in this case.

Fanwood Food Drive
To Begin October 28
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Com-

munity Policing Alliance (CPA), in
conjunction with the Fanwood Police
Department, Fanwood Fire Depart-
ment and the Fanwood Rescue Squad,
will collect canned goods, dry goods
and other non-perishable items for its
second annual food drive.

The first collection of items will take
place on Saturday, October 28, from 10
a.m. until 12 noon at the QuickChek on
North Avenue in Fanwood. The follow-
ing items are sought: canned goods, dry
goods like cereal and rice, bottled wa-
ter, boxes of diapers, canned pet food
and new toiletry items such as tooth-
paste, toothbrushes and mouthwash.
Please note: no clothing or used items
will be accepted.

Additional drop-off locations will
be posted in newspapers, on TV-35
and online at fanwoodcpa.org.

The Fanwood Police Department
organized the CPA in 2004 to create a
link between the police and the com-
munity to address a wide array of
topics, including crime prevention,
child safety and community events.
The CPA invites all residents and
those working in Fanwood to attend
meetings and become a member.

Erratum
Last week, The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Times incorrectly reported that the merger
of local school districts into countywide
school districts was an idea being consid-
ered by the Legislative Committee on Pub-
lic School Funding. The Legislative Com-
mittee on Consolidation and Shared Ser-
vices actually proposed the idea.

Defense attorney Anthony Pope speaks dur-
ing Westfield Police Officer Greg Kasko’s
hearing.
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