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EN FUEGO…Battalion Chief John Lestarchick, pictured above, and Firefighter
Al Gialanella of the Scotch Plains Fire Department visited St. Bartholomew
Interparochial School on Tuesday, October 17. Fire department members in-
structed Pre-Kindergarten and first-grade students on fire safety. The children
also received a tour of Rescue 31, along with hats and coloring books.

Christie Storms for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIREPLACE/OSBORN CANNONBALL HOUSE…Colonial pewterware, a spinning wheel and mannequins dressed in
period clothing flank an original brick fireplace in the Osborn Cannonball House in Scotch Plains during Union County’s
‘Four Centuries in a Weekend’ tour. See story on page 26.

Courtesy of Kim Choma
NATURE THRIVES...A Mountainside resident spots two coyotes in the back-
yard of her Coles Avenue property. Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti last
week warned of coyote sightings in the borough. Mountainside resident Patrick
Thomas, the curator of mammals at the Bronx Zoo, is gathering information to
help residents protect themselves, their families and their pets.

FW Mayor, Council Thank
Talcott for Environ. Work

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council at their
regular October meeting honored
veteran Environmental Commission
member Dean Talcott.

Mr. Talcott, a longtime semi-re-
tired borough resident, has stepped
aside after serving for 14 years on the
panel, including several as chairman.
He will, however, remain the care-
taker of the borough’s Nature Center.

Sandra Redder, a former alternate,
will take Mr. Talcott’s seat on the
commission.

Mr. Talcott and his wife, Linda, –
who served on the borough’s board of

health from 1998 until this year – were
jointly honored as the borough’s vol-
unteer of the month, and the council
presented them with a framed drawing
of Fanwood’s historic train station.

Receiving the honor, Mr. Talcott
said, “The great thing about Fanwood
is that you can make a difference if
you want to get involved.”

Mayor Mahr pointed out that, among
other accomplishments during his ten-
ure, Mr. Talcott successfully fought a
proposal to erect a cellular telephone
tower at the Nature Center.

“What a travesty that would have
been,” the mayor said, adding that
Mr. Talcott helped secure a local “con-
servation easement” last year to pre-
vent similar proposals for the prop-
erty in the future.

In a recent interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Talcott
said blocking the cell tower’s con-
struction is “probably the biggest” of
his accomplishments on the commis-
sion, although he acknowledged the
effort “took a lot out of me.”

“It saved the Nature Center because
they were going to take down trees,
and this is the last bit of undisturbed
property left in town; once it’s gone,
it’s gone for good,” Mr. Talcott said,
referring to the approximately eight-
acre facility framed by Terrill Road
and Cray Terrace as “an urban oasis.”

Mr. Talcott, an outdoor enthusiast
and professional civil engineer by trade,
recalls his involvement with the Envi-
ronmental Commission began when he
volunteered to help rebuild a wooden
footbridge that he used in the once-
neglected parcel of rare open space.

From there, Mr. Talcott, who lives
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAY AAH...Dentist, Dr. Paul Arfanis D.D.S. performs a routine examination on
patient Jasmine Salamea at the Scotch Plains Health Fair, held at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building last Saturday morning.

SP Dems: Staffing Changes
Would Be Done ‘Objectively’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – This week,
township Democrats promised that if
elected, they would look at who might
be replaced at town hall “objectively.”

Republicans, who hold the mayor’s
office and all four seats on the town-
ship council, say Democrats want to
fire Township Manager Tom Atkins
and Department of Public Works
(DPW) Director Charles Cerami if
they take the majority on the council.

“Everyone will be looked at objec-
tively,” Scotch Plains Democratic
Municipal Chairman Ken Lipstein
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “Our goal is to do what is best
for Scotch Plains” in terms of cost
effectiveness and efficiency within
township government.

“Mr. Cerami was hired as director
of Scotch Plains Department of Pub-
lic Works when he was director of
Clinton Township Department of
Public Works when it was under crimi-
nal investigation by the Hunterdon
County Prosecutor’s Office as re-
ported in the press,” he added. “Since
Mr. Cerami’s (hiring) there have been
complaints from Scotch Plains De-
partment of Public Works’ workers to
township management about inap-
propriate treatment from Mr. Cerami.”

According to an article in the
Hunterdon County Democrat, Mr.
Cerami resigned from the Clinton
position on February 17 to take a
similar job with Scotch Plains Town-
ship. The paper reported that a letter

was sent to the Clinton mayor, alleg-
ing a “hostile” work environment for
DPW employees.

Mr. Lipstein said he could not re-
lease the name of a Scotch Plains
DPW employee Democrats claim was
suspended for sending an anonymous
letter to The Times about the alleged
mistreatment of DPW employees by
Mr. Cerami.

GOP Municipal Chairman Will-
iam McClintock referred the matter
of the allegation to Mr. Atkins, who
told The Times, “There has been no
suspension for six months. There has
been no suspension for even one day.”

“It is that poor decision-making
(that) needs to be addressed, and it is
the current Republican administra-
tion that should have supervised this
matter and taken appropriate steps. It
is this kind of poor management that
leads to inefficiencies and, indeed,
the expensive employee litigation,
which we have seen under the current
Republican administration,” Mr.
Lipstein said.

“The people who should be re-
placed are the current Republican

township council,” Mr. Lipstein said.
Mr. McClintock said, “We heard

right from the start that’s what they
wanted to do (fire) with Mr. Atkins.”

“The fact that they are throwing
Tom into political literature, it’s pretty
obvious what they are trying to do,”
Mr. McClintock said. “I personally
think that Tom Atkins is the wrong
person to be attacking…it’s a bad
(campaign) strategy to be attacking
Mr. Atkins. We win that strategy. Tom
is a popular manager.”

When asked if Democratic candi-
dates would appear at a press confer-
ence called by the GOP due to the
lack of a Scotch Plains candidates’
forum this year, Mr. Lipstein said he
could not remember a political party
hosting its own event and inviting the
opposing candidates to appear. “That
sounds ludicrous to me,” he said.

Mr. McClintock described Mon-
day night’s event as a “press confer-
ence for reporters, although I’m sure
the public would be invited.”

“Our candidates are willing to have
an open forum and have people ask
them questions,” he said.

SP-F BOE Supports Fiscal,
Not Curriculum, Mergers

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) Board of
Education’s (BOE) monthly meeting
last Thursday, board members Linda
Nelson and Donald Parisi reported on
developments taking place in the leg-
islative committees commissioned to
reform New Jersey’s property taxes.

Mr. Parisi said the committee on
consolidation and shared services had
proposed bills that would merge all
local school districts into countywide
school districts. He said other pro-
posed bills would give county admin-
istrators control over curriculum and
educational decisions, as well as fiscal
ones, which he said would be “devas-
tating” to the quality of education.

“The proposal is completely flawed
and misguided and would significantly
affect the quality of education by tak-
ing away all local control,” he said.

Mr. Parisi told the board that the
district needed to get behind the bills
that support merging transportation
and purchasing, but not educational
curriculum decisions. He also sug-
gested rallying parents’ support be-

hind “the right bills.”
Ms. Nelson announced there would

be a parents’ rally and news confer-
ence on Wednesday, November 1, at
10 a.m. in Trenton. Ms. Nelson, who is
vice president of the Garden State
Coalition (GSC) of Schools, said the
GSC testified before the consolidation
committee, representing this position
and supporting financial incentives for
districts, such as SP-F, that have vol-
untarily merged.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes made a presentation of the dis-
trict assessment report to the BOE and
the public. The report is compiled once
every few years, reviewing the results
of local, state and national standardized
tests measuring academic progress.

The report included the results of
the NJ Proficiency Assessment of
State Standards (NJ PASS) for grade
2 and the TerraNova Assessment for
grades 9 and 10. The state assessment
tests included the NJ Assessment of
Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK) for
grades 3 through 7, the Grade Eight
Proficiency Assessment (GEPA) and
the High School Proficiency Assess-

Council Candidate, Ex-Police
Chief Spar Over Racism Issue
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
council candidate Neal LeStrange and
former township Police Chief Thomas
O’Brien offered differing accounts this
week of Mr. LeStrange’s participation
in an event during the early 1990s that
was later the subject of congressional
hearings and press reports regarding
the gathering’s “racist overtones.”

In a letter in the October 12 issue of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
(“Former SP Police Chief Writes of
Depositions”), Mr. O’Brien, who
served as police chief from 1996 to
2002, said that Mr. LeStrange, who
retired from the township police de-
partment in June after a 22-year ca-
reer, had attended the “Good Old Boys
Rally,” which Mr. O’Brien called “a
four-day event participated in by mem-
bers of various law enforcement per-
sonnel, particularly on a federal level.”

Mr. O’Brien called it “an event
with derogatory racial overtones [that]

had received national press cover-
age” in the 1990s.

In 2002, Mr. LeStrange gave a depo-
sition as part of a reverse-discrimina-
tion lawsuit filed by four white police
officers against the township police
department, a former African-Ameri-
can police chief and Mr. O’Brien.

The lawsuit, which was recently
settled, alleged that then-Captain
Marshall Nelson, who succeeded Mr.
O’Brien as police chief, had improp-
erly reprimanded the officers for their
performance during an April 2000 traf-
fic stop involving four African-Ameri-
can men. The lawsuit also alleged that
then-Captain Nelson said excessive
force had been used and had made
racially biased comments on the man-
ner in which the four white officers
handled the stop of the vehicle.

During Mr. LeStrange’s deposition
in support of the four officers’ con-
duct, he was asked about his atten-
dance at a “Good Old Boys Roundup”
during the early 1990s in Tennessee,

which was billed as a camping and
outdoor-activity event and attracted
several hundred federal, state and lo-
cal law-enforcement officials, nearly
all white, from around the nation.

In 1995 — after media reports about
overt racism at the annual outing, in-
cluding skits, tee shirts, signs and mock
shooting targets aimed at African-
Americans — the Senate Judiciary
Committee held hearings to examine
the involvement in the event of federal
law-enforcement agencies such as the
U.S. Marshals Service and the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.

At his deposition (available at
goleader.com/services/features/
06oct19-SP-PoliceSuit), Mr.
LeStrange said he went to the Tennes-
see event with a friend and his friend’s
two Secret Service colleagues. “We
were supposed to play golf and go
canoeing,” he said. “When I found out
it had racial background to it, I went
camping and camped outside” the
grounds of the event. Mr. LeStrange
said four years ago that he was “dis-
gusted by it and never went again.”

He recalled seeing “a sign that had a
picture of a black guy with a red circle
around it with a line through it.” He
told The Times this week that when he
returned from the event, he informed
then-Captain Nelson about it.

“That’s not quite how I remember
it,” Mr. O’Brien said this week, offer-
ing a different recollection of Mr.
LeStrange’s reaction to the “Good Old
Boys” event. “What disturbed me about
it,” he told The Times, “was when he
returned from it, he talked about it.
He’s laughing, telling about it.” Mr.
O’Brien recalls being “dumbfounded.”
“Even back then,” he said, “who would
expect something [such as the ‘Good
Old Boys Roundup’] like that?”

He recalled telling Mr. LeStrange
that the event was “not a good thing to
go to, especially [for] someone in law
enforcement. It was really stupid.”

Mr. O’Brien said he warned Mr.
LeStrange, who was a sergeant at the
time, that “If this gets in the press,
you could have a problem.” He said
Mr. LeStrange had responded that the
event was “light-hearted humor.”

Mr. LeStrange, though, wondered
why, if Mr. O’Brien had been so dis-
turbed by the event in the early 1990s,
there was never any sort of investiga-
tion done, either at the time (he said the
event occurred in either 1991 or 1992)
or after his 2002 deposition. “All of a
sudden, he [Mr. O’Brien] recollects
it?” he said this week to The Times.

“I came forward” after attending
the event, Mr. LeStrange said. “I never
hid anything.”

Mr. O’Brien said he wrote his letter
two weeks ago not to portray Mr.

SP Council Moves to Rezone
Cooper Rd. Island Property

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A month
after approving a bond ordinance to
finance the purchase of the upper half
of Cooper Road island, the township
council on Tuesday introduced a zon-
ing ordinance to change the designa-
tion of that half of the property to a
“conservation zone.”

If the zoning change is approved at
the council’s Wednesday, November
8, meeting, the two-acre parcel in the
middle of Cooper Road will be off-
limits to development of any kind.

The township’s $350,000 purchase
of the property was part of the settle-
ment of a lawsuit filed earlier this
year against the zoning board of ad-
justment by HUB Realty LLC, whose
application to build a single-family
home on the upper half of the island
was denied by the board late last year.

The township moved to purchase
the one-acre parcel after its legal ad-
visors raised concerns that a judge
could overturn the zoning board’s
decision and allow a house to be built.
The lower half of the island is already
owned by the township and desig-
nated as a conservation zone.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool said

the new conservation zone would be
the sixth township property desig-
nated as such since a 2000 ordinance
establishing the zone was enacted.
Others include property on Hunter
Avenue, Crestwood Park, Morse Av-
enue, Plainfield Avenue and the lower
half of the Cooper Road island.

Councilman Frank Rossi said the
miniature golf course at Scotch Hills
Country Club got off to a “fabulous”
start in the week after its October 14
opening. He said about 700 rounds
were played in the first week and nearly
60 families have already reserved the
course for birthday parties next year.
He thanked members of the township’s
recreation commission and profes-
sional staff for their efforts.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said leaf collection would begin next
Monday. Newly enacted regulations
state that residents will not be able to
place leaves on the street for pickup
more than seven days prior to a sched-
uled pickup; in addition, leaves must
be placed at least 10 feet away from a
storm sewer. Mr. Atkins said the goal
is to collect on every street three times.

The council passed a resolution noti-
fying Union County that the township’s
general assistance and public assistance
services will be taken over by the county.
The council made its decision in antici-
pation of the retirement of township
welfare department Director Maria
Santo at the end of the year.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said the council was “grateful” for
Ms. Santo’s service.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil passed a resolution congratulating
Linda Brink on her retirement from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district after 25 years of service.

The council’s next meeting will be
held on Wednesday, November 8, in-
stead of Tuesday evening, due to the
November 7 elections.
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FW Candidates Forum
Set for Monday

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Candi-
dates Forum for those seeking office on
the borough council will be held on
Monday, October 30 at 8 p.m. at Fanwood
Borough Hall. The public is invited. The
annual event will be televised by
Fanwood TV35 and aired several times
prior to Election Day, November 7.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
and the League of Women Voters spon-
sor the forum. The public is invited to
submit topics in advance for the candi-
dates to discuss. Please send topics for
consideration before Sunday, October
29 by e-mail to editor@goleader.com.

Information on the candidates can
be found at goleader.com/06election.

There will not be a candidates’ fo-
rum this year for those seeking office
on the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil, as the Democratic candidates have
declined to participate.

Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!
Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, October 29, 2 a.m.


