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By GOP Freeholder Candidate Diane Barabas

We Need Tax, Pension Reform
Our present Union County government

needs extensive change, if not complete
reform. As freeholder I will work tire-
lessly to enact honest, fair changes in the
areas of tax policy, pension oversight and
ensure accountability by improving com-
munication to Union County residents.

Tax Policy
In 2005 the County of Union collected

approximately $216 million of your tax
dollars. After speaking to administrators
in various municipalities I’ve found that
many Union County towns get only a
very small percentage back in services.
For example, Westfield and Summit sent
approximately $44 million to the county
in 2005 and only received around $4
million back in county services, around
10 percent. Does this seem fair? Yes,
Summit and Westfield are two of the
more wealthy towns in the county and
should pay their fair share, but many of
these residents are hard-working profes-
sionals who deserve more back from the
tax dollars they send to Elizabeth. More-
over, does it make sense for these inequi-
ties to exist while county pays upward of
$50,000 to have the rock band Cheap
Trick play for free in Nomahegan Park? I
love the band Cheap Trick, however I
doubt the senior citizens of our county on
a fixed income appreciate their precious
tax dollars being used for this purpose. (I
didn’t see to many of them at the show.)
These are just two minor examples of the
myriad of tax problems, which exist on
the county level.

Pension Oversight
In recent weeks much has been re-

ported regard the significant pension costs
facing the State of New Jersey and the
burden it puts on taxpayers. The Star-
Ledger has reported that early retirement
costs of Union County Employees in 2005
cost Union County $9.3 million instead
of saving $8.5 million as was initially
thought. The Star-Ledger also published
a list of the 200 highest paid government
employees who held multiple jobs on

various levels of government. These com-
bined salary figures significantly com-
pound pension calculations, causing sig-
nificant increases in pension costs, which
are paid by the taxes of New Jersey resi-
dents. On that list were eight individuals
employed in some capacity by Union
County. It is my position that employees
with multiple county/state jobs should
not have their combined salaries used for
lifetime pension calculations. In should
be capped at a particular level. These
types of retirement benefits are unheard
of in the private sector, so I ask why is it
OK for this abuse to occur with our tax
dollars? As freeholder I will focus my
efforts on reducing this benefit in an ef-
fort to further save county residents tax
dollars.

Accountability, Communication
When deciding to run for freeholder I

asked myself why do we rarely see the
county publish the county budget figures
detailing where exactly our tax dollars
go? Don’t we have a right to see the
amount of tax dollars being spent on, for
example, county roadwork, in 2005?
Shouldn’t we readily know how much of
our county tax dollars come back to our
municipality? I truly feel their needs to be
better accountability at the Union County
level of government. Increasing account-
ability starts with communication. As free-
holder I vow to open up lines of commu-
nications with Union County residents
through development of a more proactive
website, increasing public input sessions
at freeholder meetings and forming resi-
dent citizen advisory committees to help
engage in getting feedback from Union
County residents. Moreover, I will ensure
that lists of specific county expenditures,
by municipality, are made available to the
public through media and on the web.

As freeholder I promise to push these
three major agendas within Union County
government. It is time for a change in the
leadership at the county level. I respect-
fully ask for your vote on November 7.

By GOP Freeholder Candidate Pat Quattrocchi

PR Exhausts Grant Money Received
Just when I think I have those wild and

crazy freeholders figured out they amaze
me once again. In a countywide mass
mailing to residents this week they share
with us how proud they are to be one of
only two counties to receive a $104,500
state grant to accelerate a shared services
program. The purpose of shared services
is to save tax dollars with municipalities
and counties partnering together to com-
bine their buying power.

The theory being the same as Shop-
Rite’s annual “Can-Can Sale” when many
of us have shared our buying power with
our friends and neighbors and split a case
of green beans or sauerkraut. Shared Ser-
vices certainly sounds like a commend-
able plan to me.

Each fall, conveniently at election time,
the Board of Chosen Freeholders executes
a marketing campaign complete with a
high quality mailing, TV commercial and
assorted fanfare featuring the chairman
of the board, this year Al Mirabella, who
happens to be running for re-election.
The county has on retainer Strategic Me-
dia Group of Union City to the tune of
$4,000 a month to provide marketing
services for the month of September, but
that is not all, they also are paying out
$7,800 for video production of the com-

mercial and $152,075 for the purchase of
air time on Comcast and Cablevision for
a total of $163,875.

The marketing campaign gives the ap-
pearance of alerting the residents how the
freeholders are saving tax their hard-
earned tax dollars. But if this recent ex-
penditure is any indication we are in big
trouble. Realize that the Board of Chosen
Freeholders have so far spent $163,875 to
tell us about a $104,000 grant, so much
for the grant. Zip. Gonzo.

Now, was all of this really necessary?
Why not just accept the grant, develop a
press release or two, those are free and
implement the program. But, not in Union
County, not when the board can glean
some free campaign advertising for their
incumbent candidates. The use of tax-
payer dollars for campaign advertising is
totally unacceptable and should not be
tolerated.

The GOP team for Freeholder,
Quattrocchi, Mortimer and Barabas be-
lieve that only the voters can stop this
madness, we ask for your vote of confi-
dence on November 7 to bring sanity to
the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Please visit our website at
Unioncountygop.org.

Fanwood Dems Host Meet-and-Greet
For Borough Council Candidates

MEET THE DEMS…Fanwood Democrats held a meet-and-greet event at the
Mirabella household on September 25. Pictured are: (first row) Kathy Mitchell,
Donna Dolce, Joe Higgins, Colleen Mahr, Bette Jane Kowalski and Bill Populus;
(second row) Al Mirabella, Dave Valian and Jack Molenaar.

FANWOOD — On Monday,
September 25, Fanwood residents
gathered for a casual dinner at the
Fanwood home of Al and Phyllis
Mirabella to meet the local Demo-
cratic candidates running for coun-
cil. The house event attracted more
than 50 people to support Donna
Dolce, current council president,
and David Valian, candidate for
township council.

The event was family-friendly and
included supporters of all ages. It
was an opportunity for residents to
meet and hear the candidates speak.

Residents also had an opportu-
nity to ask questions. Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella,
who is also running for reelection,
and Union County Freeholder Vice-
Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski
were among other local elected of-
ficials. Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Council members Jack
Molenaar, Kathy Mitchell, Joe
Higgins and Joan Wheeler also at-
tended. In addition, former
Fanwood Councilman Bill Populus
was there to support his fellow
Democrats.

By Fanwood Council Candidate Rich Alber

Time to Take a Stand
As the election draws closer and closer,

I wanted to take a moment to thank the
residents of Fanwood I’ve had the plea-
sure of meeting while campaigning the
past few months. Your candor and feed-
back has been extremely enlightening
and is greatly appreciated. My running
mate, Andy MacDonald, and I feel the
same level of frustration that so many of
you have expressed during our conversa-
tions.

Increasing property taxes, stagnant
development, ambiguous programs, and
the continuous scandals at all levels of
state and federal government have left a
bitter taste in all our mouths. On Novem-
ber 7, the opportunity exists to finally
say, “Enough is enough” and take a stand
against the “Status Quo” in New Jersey.

The “Status Quo” has been repeating
over and over again that property tax
relief is coming. The state has even been
gracious enough to increase the scope
and size of the sales tax to help us out.
How is increasing sales tax going to re-
duce the overall tax burden of the resi-
dents of Fanwood; especially since bud-
gets at all levels continue to climb higher
and higher each year? In Fanwood alone,
we have seen a budget increase of over 11
percent within the last three years (Mu-
nicipal Budgets 2005 and 2006 – Sum-
mary of Appropriations). When is it go-
ing to stop? We need representatives on
the council that have the background and
the moral courage to stop the spending
sprees and waste taking place at every
level of government.

Stopping the spending and waste is a
difficult task in Fanwood because we
currently have a council that is entirely
controlled by one party. There can be no
true oversight with one party rule. Far too
many residents are left without represen-
tation and a voice. Fanwood needs to
have representation of both parties on the
council to have a truly effective govern-
ing body. I urge the residents of Fanwood
to see past party lines and take a look at
the people you are electing. Do they have
the ability to work well with others and
openly listen to alternative points of view,
or do they drive others away from serving

and fail to listen?
For those of you who haven’t had the

opportunity to meet me, I want you to
know that I served my country for nine
years as a finance officer in the United
States Marine Corps. Over the course of
those nine years I’ve served as a deputy
finance officer of a large Marine Corps air
station, a budget analyst in the Pentagon
and as a comptroller of a recruiting dis-
trict that covered 11 states, 250 facilities,
and over 700+ personnel with a budget of
over $13 million. I now work for a Big 4
accounting firm auditing global financial
services organizations.

I have gained tremendous experience
in the areas of budget formulation, budget
execution, program analysis and project
management, and I want to use my knowl-
edge to serve the residents of Fanwood.

The residents of Fanwood have an op-
portunity to send a message to the current
leadership of the borough, county, and
state by electing representatives that be-
lieve in accountability and selfless ser-
vice; regardless of the political machine
above them. I take the responsibility of
being a good steward of taxpayer dollars
very seriously. My years in the Marine
Corps taught me that integrity, commit-
ment, and courage aren’t merely words -
they are a way of life. I also learned that
leaders must be accountable for their ac-
tions or inactions in some cases. If elected
I promise that I will always be account-
able for my actions and have the moral
courage to do the right thing. Andy
MacDonald and I are those candidates.
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

650 GLEN AVENUE, WESTFIELD 

12 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD 

341 WEST DUDLEY AVENUE, WESTFIELD 

 

955 BOULEVARD, WESTFIELD 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined Westfield 
street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & Living Room with 
wood burning fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air & 
furnace, new windows, master Bedroom with new full bath, fenced yard and deck 

overlooking manicured grounds.                                           Offered for $819,000 

 

640 RAHWAY AVENUE, WESTFIELD 

Spacious and renovated 10 room Colonial close to downtown Westfield and NYC 
transportation.  This fine home boasts a formal Dining Room and Living Room 
w/fireplace, 1st floor Office, screened porch, updated Eat-in Kitchen w/adjacent 
Family Room opening to two-tiered deck overlooking park-like property, hdwd flrs, 

central air, MBR &  updated bathroom.                                 Offered for $849,000 

Pristine and updated Colonial offers ideal location on a quiet street within walking 
distance to downtown Westfield and NYC transportation.  This fine 4 bedroom 
home boasts a new eat-in Kitchen w/Corian counters, new Baths, Master Bedroom 
Suite, first floor Family Room with fireplace, Recreation Room, hardwood floors and 

central air.                                                                     Offered for $659,000 

130 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD 

Immaculate and renovated Center Hall Colonial offering ideal location in a quiet 
Westfield neighborhood with a short walk to Jefferson Elementary School.  This 
impressive home offers a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with granite counters, three new 
Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite, first floor Family Room and Den, finished 

Recroom in basement, hardwood floors & central air.            Offered for $800,000 

Impeccably appointed Center Hall Colonial situated on 1/3 acre of manicured 
grounds.  This tastefully decorated residence effortlessly combines sophistication, 
warmth & style. Displaying traditional architecture & exquisite appointments, all of the 
rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining & ease of everyday living.                

                                                                                   Offered for $1,179,000 

Situated on park-like property on a quiet street, this spacious & tastefully decorated 10 
room home offers close proximity to the elementary school.  This authentic Tudor 
boasts a gracious Foyer, formal Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, 1st floor 
Den & Family Room, eat-in Kitchen, finished Recroom, hardwood floors w/cherry 

inlay, Master Bedroom Suite and central air.                            Offered for $929,000 

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 

www.KimHaley.com 
Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

KATHY SHEA
Sales Associate

CELL PHONE: 908-930-9058
DIRECT: 908-301-2020
E mail: kathyshea@aol.com

website: www.realestatenjhomes.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Westfield
Welcome to this classic Colonial home in the heart of Wychwood.  This
idyllic setting is just one of the outstanding features of this gracious four
bedroom, three and two half bath home.  The gourmet Kitchen features
double wall oven, granite countertops and eat-in area.  Other amenities
include three fireplaces enhancing the Living Room, Family Room and
basement Recreation Room, formal Dining Room, heated Florida Room,
first floor Laundry Room, magnificent Master Bedroom suite with cathedral
and exposed beam ceiling and Bath with glass stall shower and dual
vanities.  An attached two-car garage completes the package all set on a
lovely landscaped property with patio and privacy fence.  This distinctive
home is a short walk to Wilson Elementary School.  $1,590,000  WSF0830

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Great Neighborhood

Walk to Train, Town, Schools & Parks

HOUSE FOR SALE:

547 Washington Street, Westfield

$408,000 • (732) 996-6613


